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Relationships Matter  
Sunday  Pentecost 4, Year A 

Jeremiah 20: 7 – 13; Romans 6: 12 – 23; Matthew 10: 5a, 22 – 33 

June 21, 2020 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Relationships matter. I’ll start by saying that.  And we will come back to it.  

Our Gospel reading today picks up right where we left it last week.  Jesus is preparing to 

send out His closest friends, the 12 disciples, on a mission.  He had directed them to preach in 

Judea the same message that He and John the Baptist had proclaimed, “The kingdom of heaven is 

at hand” (v. 7b). 

Today, Jesus continues that mission briefing, warning them of the dangers ahead.  The 

message that they will deliver will cause division.  But, that’s okay.  Unity isn’t the goal.  The 

goal is that the truth will be delivered.  And, because of the volatile way that people can react to 

the truth, like vinegar and baking soda, or Coca-Cola and mentos, or, even more so, rocket fuel 

and a flame, there will be problems. 

“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise 

against parents and have them put to death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake” 

(v21-22a). 

We often celebrate our armed forces, and rightly so, for their willingness to lay down 

their lives for our freedom.  But, when do we celebrate those saints of old, who laid down their 

lives for God and to be a witness, which is what the word martyr means (witness), for those who 

saw their love and devotion to the Gospel? 

It is unfortunate that we have forgotten them.  Sure, we know the names of a few saints, 

St. Patrick, St. Valentine.  But, even on the days of their remembrance, we seldom remember 

them.  Instead, they are turned into days to celebrate love and lust or drinking and revelry. 
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The cruelty shown to our brothers and sisters of faith in ancient times is horrendous.  The 

cruelty shown to our brothers and sisters of faith in our own times are also horrifying.  640 

Christians murdered, tortured, ravaged so far this year in Nigeria alone, because they proclaim 

the same God you and I do.  The same happened to around 800 in just four months last year.  

2400 in 2018.  I guess I missed the protests and riots.   

No, there weren’t any.  Maybe it’s because, like the ancient saints, they are far away.  

The closer the relationship you have with someone who has something bad happen, the greater 

the response.  Some person on the internet announces they have cancer.  Maybe we pray for 

them.  But, when it is your child.  Your parent.  Your spouse…. See the difference? 

Now remember Jesus words about the volatile reaction to the Gospel, “Brother will 

deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and 

have them put to death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake” (v21-22a). 

It doesn’t get much closer to home than that. 

For a soldier to kill an enemy combatant is one thing.  That is war.  We can shrug it off. 

(though it may haunt the soldier for the rest of his life).  But, for a mother to kill her unborn 

child.  Or, when brothers kill one another.  That is considered cold, outrageous, sad, and tragic.   

Why?  Relationships matter. 

The closer the relationship, the greater the love.  The greater the love, the greater the 

sacrifice.  The greater the sacrifice, the greater the response. 

Think of your relationships?  There are those you are close to, those you used to be 

closed to, those you were never close to.   

Those who do us harm, we distance ourselves from them.  Those who show us love, we 

move closer to. 
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Now think of your relationship with God?  Where does He fall on that spectrum?  Is He 

close?  Did He used to be?  Has He ever been? 

Relationships matter. 

There are people in the world who hate your Heavenly Father.  There are people in the 

world who hate your brother, Jesus.  And, because they hate them, they will come after you, too.  

They will hate you.  They will despise you.  They will curse you.  And you need to be okay with 

that.  Because you have to decide who you are closer to; your Father, or the world. 

If it is the world, then you will, if you haven’t already, turned your back on God.  If it is 

God, then you will, if you haven’t already, turned your back on the ways of the world. 

Democrats and Republicans won’t save you.  Black Lives Matter won’t save you.  The 

Green New Deal won’t save you.  Making America Great Again won’t save you.  Only your 

Father in heaven can save you. 

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our 

God” (Ps. 20:17).  Why?  Why trust in our God? 

Because, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him” (John 3:16-17). 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart 

from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are 

of more value than many sparrows.” 

Relationships matter. 
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My friends, when you first fall in love, you want the whole world to meet your beloved.  

You want to show them off and to proclaim your love from the housetops.  You have found the 

one.  The one who stole your heart, the one to whom you would do practically anything, even lay 

down your life for them.  They are the most glorious thing in all of creation.  And, you don’t care 

who agrees with you.   

My friends, that is how God feels about you.  He loves you.  He already has laid down 

His life for you.  He sings your praises from the housetops.  He rejoices in the fact that you are 

His.  And, He doesn’t care who agrees with Him.  He will not leave you.  He will not let you go.  

He showers you, each Sunday, with gifts of love, life, joy and peace. 

Do you return His love?  Do you sing His praises?  Would you die for Him? 

Relationships matter. 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

 


