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We will (not) do!  
Sunday  Pentecost 2, Year A 

Exodus 19: 2 – 8; Romans 5: 6 – 15; Matthew 9: 35 –10:20 

June 14, 2020 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Last week we talked about how God does not always enjoy the work that He does.  His 

anger and wrath toward His creation is not fun for Him.  It is immensely saddening.  We see this 

with the flood of Noah.  God was heartbroken at the sight of horrors He saw as man did what 

they wanted, hurting one another for their own sinful selfishness.  So, He sent a flood to make it 

stop. 

We see it at Sodom and Gomorrah, where the angels come to rescue Lot.  The people of 

the city desired to take the angels and have their way with them.  Showing the type of evil and 

sinful behavior that God abhors for His creation.  So, He sent fire to destroy the cities. 

Time and again, we see God’s heart broken because of the selfishness and pride that His 

creation puts on full display.  We have seen it in our own time.  The Nazi regime.  The Socialist 

oppression.  And even the hate and division we have seen in our streets recently. 

I wonder how much longer our God will hold out before returning to finally do away with 

the evil in our world, restore us, and remove our sinfulness.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Come quickly. 

Yet, here in the meantime, we have much work to do.  We have to sort through all of the 

nonsense, the depravity, the confusion, the emotion, and find the things that really matter. 

So, yes, God has to do things that He does not want to do.  Not only that, but God doesn’t 

always get what He wants, either. 

Have you ever thought about that?  I hadn’t.  Not until our readings this week.  If God 

had His way, we would all still be in paradise.  No riots.  No racism.  No hate.  No violence.  No 

fake or made up news.  No war.  No viruses.  No isolation.  But, that’s only if God had His way. 
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Instead, we had to have our way.  And, we still do.  How many of us like to admit when 

we are wrong?  How many of us make promises we don’t keep? 

The Israelites did just that this morning.  After Moses gives to them God’s instructions, 

they proclaimed, “All the LORD has spoken we will do” (Ex. 19:8b).  This is recorded in the 

second of 66 books that records how God’s people did NOT do what God had spoken.  

We made vows to a spouse…broken.  We made vows at our confirmation…broken.  We 

made vows when we joined the congregation…broken.  We made vows when taking office in the 

church…broken.  And who knows where else we have gone wrong in breaking promises. 

Yeah, we like to do our own thing.  So many things get in the way of love for God.  So 

many self-imposed demands on our time that take us away from Church, Bible study, prayer… 

If God had His way, He would see you every Sunday, in His house, to give you His gifts 

of love, life, forgiveness, mercy and grace.  He would proclaim to you each week how much He 

loves you and that the things you are going through; He knows are hard.  He would wrap you in 

your baptism and whisper the words of absolution into your ear.  He would feed you the best 

thing He has to feed you, the body and blood of your Savior.  But, that’s if God had His way. 

If God had His way, we would be telling everyone about His love.  We would tell them 

that there is a man who knows all about them.  Who knows all of their sin, guilt, shame, 

heartache, struggle and pain.  He knows about their secret sins, their mental illness, their 

addiction, their wicked thoughts.  He knows about the things that were done to them, the neglect, 

the abuse, the hate, and the hurt.  We would tell them that there is a man who loves them 

anyway.  We would tell them that while the things of the world are hard and hurtful, He will 

rescue them from it. 
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One of the worst things we can say to people who are hurting, who have endured a 

tragedy, or who are in the midst of painful situation is to say something like, “Well, that certainly 

isn’t good, but it must be God’s will.” 

While God is all powerful, there are somethings power cannot do.  It cannot make you 

love Him.  Power cannot entice you to care.  Power cannot make you trust.  So, instead of giving 

us great fetes of power and strength, our God comes to us in mercy and peace.  He lays down His 

life.  He takes it up again.  He wants you to see that while He has power and can force your 

obedience, what He really wants…is your heart.  So, He calls you to repentance.  He calls you to 

turn to Him.  He calls…  He doesn’t force it. 

And, so, He speaks to Israel, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 

how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  Now therefore, if you will indeed 

obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, 

for all the earth is mine;  and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 

19:4-6). 

It was to this that they proclaimed, “All the LORD has spoken we will do.”  No they won’t.  

It’s a nice thought.  Maybe they even believed it.  But, they didn’t do it.  And, neither do you. 

The disciples were sent to proclaim, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Which, said 

another way, “The reign of God is coming.”  The king is coming!!  The disciples were to 

proclaim this Good News that the true Ruler of Israel was returning.  And then, they were to do 

acts of mercy, demonstrating the love of that King. 

Friends, that is also our task.  We have to share the truth with love.  It will bring hate 

towards us.  The truth is hard.  The Gospel seems over-simplistic in our confused world.  The 

problems seem so complex.  Hate, racism, bigotry, pride… and so many other factors.  Yet, we 
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as Christians see through all of that.  We know the problem is really simple and easily identified.  

It isn’t hard.  It isn’t confusing.  Incurvatus in se. Man curved in upon himself.  Or, even simpler, 

sin.  

None of us do what God wants and wills for us.  We all have some sort of self 

justification, smugness, hate and selfishness.  We all point the finger at others and praise 

ourselves for not being like them.  

“All the LORD has spoken we will do.”  No you won’t.  You are too selfish.  I am too 

selfish.  We are out for ourselves.  I know it. You know it. God knows it.  

And, because He knew His people would fail, He told Moses, “Behold, I am coming to 

you …” 

And He did.  In a cloud, so that the people could see and hear Moses with God.  And He 

did.  In His Son, Jesus, who died for your disobedience to His Word.  And He will.  He will 

come again to gather His own to Himself and to permanently remove those who reject Him and 

love evil. 

Today, speak the truth, just like Moses did.  Just like the disciples did.  Because our God 

says, “Behold, I am coming to you …”.  Do your best to obey His Words of love, forgiveness, 

grace and mercy.  Do His will.  And, when you fail, repent, for the reign of God is near.  Come, 

Lord Jesus.  Come quickly.  

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

 


