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The Company You Keep  
Sunday  Epiphany 6, Year A 

Exodus 24: 8 – 18; 2 Peter 1: 16 – 21; Matthew 17: 1 – 9 

February 23, 2020 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Guilt by association.  It really is a thing.  We are judged by the people we hang out with.  

For good or bad, this is how it is.  Jesus dealt with it.  Remember in the Gospel of Mark when the 

Pharisees ask the disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” (Mk. 2:16). 

That wasn’t the last time Jesus would be judged by the company He kept.  In Matthew, it 

happens again.   

Here today, in our Gospel reading from St. Matthew, we see Jesus keeping company with 

a mixed matched group of men.  On one hand, we have three of His disciples; Peter, James, and 

John.  These three fishermen turned students have followed Jesus for three years.  They have 

seen miracle after miracle.  They’ve seen Jesus heal the sick, cast out demons, walk on water, 

calm storms, feed multitudes and turn the hearts of many toward our Heavenly Father.  But, they 

had not seen anything like what was about to unfold before their eyes. 

Because, on the other hand, we have Moses and Elijah who are also there.  Two holy 

men, representing the Law of God and the prophets of God.  These two men had irregular 

departures from this earth.  Elijah was taken directly into heaven.  His ascension probably looked 

something like Jesus’ will in a few weeks.  Then there is Moses, who, after forty years of leading 

God’s people through their exodus from Egypt to the Promised Land, sees the Promised Land 

from the other side of the Jordan River.  God had told him that he would get that far, but go no 

further. 

But, here he is, in the Promised Land, with the Promised One.  The savior of God’s 

people with the Savior of the world. 
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So, what is with this mixed up group of people that Jesus is hanging out with?  Sinners, 

on one hand, and holy men, on the other. 

This is the beauty of this moment in history.  Throughout this season of Epiphany, we 

have seen Jesus revealed as more than just a human man.  Wisemen bowing down to Him and 

bringing gifts.  Proclaiming Him as a king.   

We saw Him in the Jordan River, being baptized by John, with the heavens opening, the 

Holy Spirit descending and the voice of God the Father proclaiming, “This is my beloved Son 

with whom I am well pleased.” 

We then see that same John pointing toward Jesus and making that most profound 

statement, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 

We saw Him with Simeon and Anna, as Simeon spoke the Nunc Dimmitis, proclaiming 

that his eyes had seen the glory of God as he held the infant Jesus.  

And, now, today, we have this story of the Transfiguration.  In this story, we stand with 

Epiphany on one hand, and Lent on the other.  This is a beautiful bridge between the two 

seasons.  Revelation and reflection.  Immortality and mortality.  Life and death.  Glorification 

and mortification. 

As Jesus, Moses, Elijah and the three disciples are speaking on the mount, something else 

is happening down below.  A young boy is possessed by an evil spirit and the disciples are asked 

to cast it out.  They can’t. 

I hope you are getting the picture here.  This juxtaposition of the things and events that 

are happening.  Heaven and hell.  Life and death. 

And Jesus is put between them both.  He is the one that stands between the two.   
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Up on the hill, Jesus is transfigured into something beyond comprehension.  Light begins 

to shine from Him.  His clothes are brilliant white, like light itself.   

Down below is a young boy, also transfigured.  But, not in a glorious way.  His poor 

young body is thrown into fire or water by the demon.  It writhes with seizures.   

Heaven on the hill.  Death in the valley. 

But, Jesus is only on that hill for a short time.  For, soon He will descend into that valley 

and, casting the demon out, will heal that young boy.  

For that is what Jesus came to do.  He descended from on high, to become a human baby.  

He suffered the same things we suffer.  Hunger, want, pain, thirst, hate, sorrow, grief…  He 

walked in our shoes, so that, one day, we can walk in His. 

Peter, James, and John get a glimpse of that.  As Jesus stands, radiant, between two 

pillars of the faith; Moses on hand, and Elijah on the other. 

St. Luke tells us what Jesus talked about with Moses and Elijah.  They talked about what 

was about to come.  Jesus was about to go into Jerusalem and be the Passover Lamb; the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Where He would be placed again on a hill.  Not glorified, but humiliated.  Not exalted, 

but mocked.  Not between two pillars of the faith, but between two crosses with thieves. 

You see we are judged by the company we keep.  Jesus is seen as nothing more than a 

miscreant, a scoundrel, a blasphemer, a friend of tax collectors and sinners… 

And, so that is how He is treated.  He is nothing more than a common, every day, 

criminal and troublemaker who needs to be gotten rid of. 
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From high up on the heavenly hill, to low down into the hellish valley.  Exalted, not by 

the Father, but lifted up on a cross.  Not radiant in clothes of white showing His divinity, but 

stripped naked showing His humility. 

On the one hand, there is a thief who mocks Him.  On the other, is one who asks for 

forgiveness.  A forgiveness that is granted. 

If Moses and Elijah represent the Law and the Prophets, then these two thieves represent 

unbelief and belief.   

That repentant thief must have been so glad, that Jesus was there on the cross to keep 

Him company.  Just as the disciples were glad to be in the company of Moses and Elijah and 

glow-in-the-dark Jesus. 

Isn’t it great, that our Lord keeps company with the likes of you and me?  That He lowers 

Himself, so that we may be exalted.  That even, like that repentant thief, when we are caught 

dead in our trespasses and sins, our Lord and Savior gives us absolution… 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we will have forty days of fasting and prayer, self-

reflection and devotion.  But, within those forty days, we get to ascend upon the mountain, as 

Jesus descends to us.  Six Sundays in which we do not fast, but feast.  Six Sundays in which we 

put aside the sackcloth and ashes, but are anointed with the oil of God’s Holy Spirit as He brings 

to us the means of grace. 

We are indeed judged by the company we keep.  When Jesus hangs out with sinners, He 

is seen as no better than they are, but what about those sinners?  When those sinners get to hang 

out with God incarnate… what does that say about the company they keep?  How then are they 

judged?  How then are YOU judged? 
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Jesus takes our sinfulness, while we take His righteousness.  We, too, will be exalted and 

transfigured… all because of the company we keep. 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

 


