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Given to the World  
Sunday  Epiphany 5, Year A 

Isaiah 58: 3 – 9a; 1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 12; Matthew 5: 13 – 20 

February 9, 2020 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The season of Epiphany is now in the home stretch.  As with most seasons of the Church 

Year, the readings begin moving us away from the feast day, Epiphany, and preparing us for 

what comes next.  In this case, the season of Lent.  The readings today, especially, tie the two 

seasons together, presenting them to us in a very peculiar way. 

Lent is about self-discipline.  It is a time of fasting, prayer, devotion, meditation and 

preparation.  We add worship services to our schedule.  We fast, reminding ourselves that our 

stomachs are not our god.  We pray, crying out to the true God.  We remember our mortality, 

“For dust you are, and to dust you shall return.”  It is remembering that we are human.  Broken 

humans.  Sinful humans.  Less than human. 

Epiphany is all about Christ for the world; the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 

the world.  It is about the man, Jesus, being revealed to us as something other than just a man.  

He is divine.  He is God.  He is not an ordinary rabbi, but one who speaks with authority.  And, 

we see that authority given to Him, or, at least, revealed to us, at His baptism, when the Holy 

Spirit descends on Him and the Father’s voice booms from beyond the heavens, “This is my 

beloved son, with whom I am well pleased” (Mt. 3:17b). 

It was the same John that baptized Him, that called Him the Lamb of God who takes the 

sins of the world away.  And, our Lord is about to embark on that part of His earthly journey. 

We can look at those things, those profound events about our Savior, which happened so 

many years ago.  And, we can say with a bit of joy and a lot of confidence, “That is my Jesus.  

That is my God.  That is my Savior.  He did all those things.”  But, the Christian life isn’t all 

about what Jesus did then, as significant as that is.  No, it is also about what He is doing now. 
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Luther in the Small Catechism reminds us, when he talks about the Lord’s Supper, that 

the one who is worthy to receive the Sacrament is the one who can say that Jesus’ body and 

blood, were given and shed ‘for you.’  I have never met Jesus face to face.  I wasn’t there when 

He died on that cross.  I wasn’t there when He rose from the dead, but that’s okay.  Because, I 

didn’t have to be.  Because, Jesus comes to me now.  He comes to me in that Sacrament, where 

His body and His blood are indeed present and He gives to me everything He had accomplished, 

and I can say, because it is right in front of me, that He did it for me.  Because, there it is 

delivered to me. 

This is a beautiful gift that God has given to His Church.  To you and to me.  And, we 

receive it with humility and with assurance; with confidence and with hope. 

But, what about those folks who cannot receive the Supper?  How are they to be assured 

of the presence of God, the forgiveness of sins, of life everlasting?  Certainly, we don’t invite 

them to the table of our Lord.  They do not understand that that is His very body and blood.  

They do not understand that forgiveness, life and salvation are brought from heaven to their lips.  

They don’t understand that it is ‘for them.’ 

So, what is God’s gift of salvation to them?  What is His means by which grace is shared 

with a sinful, suffering, fallen and broken world?  A world that feels abandoned?  A world that 

feels hopeless?  A world that wraps itself in its own self-importance because it doesn’t know of 

anything outside of themselves that truly loves them? 

Well, this is where our readings, from God’s Word, come in.  This is where our God 

comes in.  This is where our God, through His people, who hear His word, come in. 

“You are the salt of the earth…”  We have all heard, been taught, and maybe have even 

taught that salt is a preservative and that the Church is a preservative for the world.  Not untrue.  
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But, the reason that salt is a preservative, is that it creates conditions in which bacteria and other 

contaminates cannot live.  Therefore, meat can be stored longer.  If the Church is salt, in this 

sense, then it cannot be salty if it isn’t actively creating conditions that the contaminates see as 

unfit or ‘uncomfortable’.  Not that we try to make people uncomfortable.  That isn’t the point.  

The point is that, if we live as Christians in a world that is wrapped up in itself, and we live in a 

way that shows God’s love, that embodies Christ’s sacrifice and the Holy Spirit’s grace to a 

world that doesn’t have it, that are in desperate need for it, but don’t know where to look, then 

are we salt that has no saltiness?  I don’t know if salt ever actually loses its saltiness.  But, I 

know that we can. 

St. Paul tells us, “Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away.  But we impart a 

secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.  None of the 

rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 

glory.” (1 Cor. 2:6-8). 

Paul speaks of a secret, or mystery, that the world just doesn’t understand.  It is 

something, however, that we, as Christians, understand … at least, to some degree.  Paul says, 

“None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory” (v8).  If the rulers had known, that by killing Christ, the world would be turned 

upside down… if the Devil and his cohorts had known that killing Jesus would have sealed their 

doom and brought about their destruction… if the demons knew that killing God’s Son would 

bring about the reconciliation between man and God… they would have done everything to keep 

Him from that cross.  But, because they believed that destroying Christ would preserve the status 

quo, keep humanity in darkness, and kept God at bay… Jesus was crucified.  For you. 
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And because He died for you, you live for Him.  And because you live for Him, and you 

take up your cross and follow Him, and you are not afraid of the suffering, persecution and 

animosity that the world will throw on you because of Him, they, too, see the suffering of Jesus.  

They see people who love them enough to be ridiculed.  They see someone who believes enough 

that their faith is unshaken in the face of hardship, but is, instead, made all the more bold. 

As we have seen the love of Christ through this Epiphany season, and no, we are not 

done yet, and as we look forward to the penitential season of Lent, we see this god-man, Jesus, 

who loved His fellow man, but who loved His heavenly Father even more.  We see His disciples 

who struggled with this kind of love, just as we do.  And, we will watch this god-man Jesus, who 

loves both His Father in heaven and His brothers and sisters so much, that He would lay down 

His life for them. 

The world, over the next few months, through the season of Lent, will get glimpses of 

that.  They will see more crosses on the store shelves, right next to the chocolate bunnies.  They 

will see the movies, ‘The Ten Commandments’ and ‘The Passion of the Christ’, as they scroll 

through Netflix, right next to Game of Thrones and South Park.  They will see those things, 

maybe even hear part of the Easter story, but will they know that that story, that 2000-year-old 

story, that story of the Lamb of God, being slain, for the sins of the world, will they know that 

that story is for them? 

How will they know unless someone tells them?  Unless someone, living that life, shows 

them? 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.   Nor do people light 

a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the 
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same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt. 5:14-16). 

Now may the peace that passes all understanding, guard  your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

 


