
September & October 2016  

Misericordia Activa  
An Active Mercy  

The love of Christ at work in the streets of Perú 
News from Deaconess Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru. 

 



For more news updates, stories and photos follow me on Facebook, search for Caitlin Worden. 

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail at 2272 Ramblin Dr. Battle Creek, MI 49014 

 Women’s Ministries  

 Over the last 6 months I have been able to dedicate time to 
working specifically with the women of our young churches. Many of 
them are first generation Christians, as such I get to spend a lot of time 
with them in mentorship. Part of this is intentionally sharing life to-
gether, teaching with actions and example what a Godly life looks like 
for a Christian woman. Then bringing them along and involving them in 
this life of love and service to neighbor. I have been able to work with 
many of the mothers in La Victoria doing home visits and sharing with 
them. I’ve also been able to work in this way with some of the women 
who are staff at Castillo Fuerte and several women from our different 

churches.  

 In September the Lutheran Church 
of Peru had it’s first Women’s Retreat. As 
our churches are still young and small they 
don’t yet have enough women at any one 
site to really form an LWML or ladies 
group. However, when we came together 
it was a big group, 20 women from 5 
different mission sites! The afternoon 
event included a meal, child care, bible 
study, crafts and time in prayer. The 

women were so encouraged to gather to-
gether and share as sisters in Christ. We 
will be seeking to do retreats like this each 
quarter; the next one will be in Novem-
ber.  

 On the regional level the new sem-
inary in Dominican Republic is working to 
host a deaconess training program that will serve as the theological educa-
tion for all deaconess students in Latin America. This means national Luther-
an church bodies like Mexico, as well as mission sites like Peru can begin 
training deaconess to work in their home churches. I have been working with 

the other Missionary Deaconess in the region to move this program forward. Please keep this program in 
your prayers.  

Learning about Peruvian Culture  
 The roles between men and women are much more clearly divided in Peruvian society. Women often take 

a more traditional role staying at home and caring for the family doing the cooking, cleaning and  
raising of children. The man then is responsible for working and providing economically. These sex divi-
sions also effect social situations. It is common to find the room divided with the women socializing on 
one side together and the men on the other side. It also is uncomfortable/unacceptable for a pastor to do a 
home visit alone with a woman. The divisions can be so strong that male waiters will only address the 

man at the table or women will look at the deaconess when answering the Pastor’s questions.  



Prayer Requests,              
Praises & Thanksgiving  

 
Please pray for our upco-
ming Forum meetings in 

December.  
 

Please pray for continued 
unity and fellowship for the 
mission in Peru as we seek 

to serve the Lord.  
 

Please pray for Doris. She is 
a member of our church 

and staff at Castillo Fuerte. 
She is going through a diffi-
cult seperation. Pray also 
for me as I mentor her.  

 
Please pray for Carolina, 

Zenida, Lesley, Raquel and 
Naomi. These women and 

girls are currently going 
through confirmation stu-

dies.  
 

Praise the Lord for the call 
to Rev. and Deaconess Duke 
to serve in Peru. Please pray 
for them as they are prepa-

ring to come to the field.  
 

Please continue to pray for 
my residency. The paper 

work has been completed 
and was submitted to the 

government in September. 
We are still awaitting news. 

To support my work finacially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  
Mission Central  

40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134  
On the memo line mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.” 

This will then be forwarded on the LCMS. You can also give directly   
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  

Or securely online at the LCMS website www.lcms.org/worden.  

There are many opportu-
nities to serve as a short-
term missionary. Check 
out the current list and 
download an application 
at www.lcms.org/service. 
Click on “Service Oppor-
tunities.” 

 Over the last few months the work in La 
Victoria continues strong and steady. The new 
DCE Levi Karth has been a wonderful addition to 
the team in La Victoria. He arrived with his gui-
tar and ball cap, straight from summer camp 
and has had the kids laughing and singing every 
day since then. We rejoice at the sound of mu-
sic in Castillo Fuerte and the kids learning to 
confess the faith in hymns and songs of praise. 

 In September, I offered a short workshop 
for our parents about the importance of spending 
time with your children. It was fun to draw on my 
background as a social worker as I educated the 
parents about spending quality time with their 
kids and the positive effects for the rest of their 
lives.  

 Castillo Fuerte San Juan de Lurigancho has been blessed to receive 
their new Pastor Eddie Hosch. He has been deligently working on his Spanish 
and getting to know the kids and the community. Thanks for a grant from Lu-
theran World Relief we were able to replace the roof and better the commu-
nity building where we hold all Castillo Fuerte activities. We are looking for-
ward to the first worship service here December 4, 2016.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Lutheran Mission has started Youth Groups! Over the last year 
we’ve had a group of youth hanging around with us at Castillo Fuerte La Victo-
ria, but we’ve struggled with what to do with them because they don’t want 
to participate with the normal activities which are for ¨babies¨ in their words. 
In October, we started a youth group with the church. We have 6 high school 
kids that faithful come every week. Last week there was a holiday so all 
events were canceled but the youth begged to still have youth group. It 
makes it all worth it when they are begging for it! I have also started a youth 
group at the church in Los Olivos. This is a smaller group and it is all girls so it 
may have a different feel to it in the future.  


