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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

“The Chokehold of the Law” 

February 12, 2023 
 

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

THE RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

DIVINE SERVICE 

Setting Three     p. 184 
 

Opening Hymn  “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”      Hymn # 394 

 
+ SERVICE OF PREPARATION + 

 

Invocation            p. 184 
 

Confession of Sins           p. 184 
 

Absolution            p. 184 

 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

Introit  Psalm 98:7-9; antiphon: v. 2 
 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who dwell in it! 

Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, 

 for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity. 
The Lord has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 

Gloria Patri          p. 186 
 

Kyrie           p. 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis         p. 187 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day       p. 189 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

(All) O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer 

the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the 

glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading               Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 
15

“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 
16

If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, 

by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then 

you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are 

entering to take possession of it. 
17

But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are 

drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 
18

I declare to you today, that you shall surely 

perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and 

possess. 
19

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 
20

loving 

the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of 

days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob, to give them.” 
 

A: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

Epistle Reading           1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 
1
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 

Christ. 
2
I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are 

not yet ready, 
3
for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are 

you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 
4
For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and 

another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 
5
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned 

to each. 
6
I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 

7
So neither he who plants nor he 

who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 
8
He who plants and he who waters 

are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 
9
For we are God’s fellow 

workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 
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A: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

Alleluia and Verse           p. 190 
 

Holy Gospel                Matthew 5:21-37 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
21

[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 

whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 
22

But I say to you that everyone who is angry with 

his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; 

and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 
23

So if you are offering your gift at 

the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
24

leave your gift there 

before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 

gift. 
25

Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your 

accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 
26

Truly, I 

say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
27

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 
28

But I say to you that 

everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his 

heart. 
29

If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you 

lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 
30

And if your right hand 

causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members 

than that your whole body go into hell. 
31

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
32

But I 

say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery. And whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
33

“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 

perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 
34

But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by 

heaven, for it is the throne of God, 
35

or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it 

is the city of the great King. 
36

And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one 

hair white or black. 
37

Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes 

from evil.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed            p. 191 
 

Kid’s Word                         Brady Laib 
 

Hymn of the Day   “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”     Hymn # 611 
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Sermon  “The Chokehold of the Law”    Matthew 5:21-37 Pastor Ziegler 
 

Offertory 
 

Offering 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

 
+ Holy Communion + 

 

Preface             p. 194 
 

Sanctus             p. 195 
 

Lord’s Prayer (Spoken)          p. 196 
 

The Words of Our Lord          p. 197 
 

Pax Domini            p. 197 
 

Agnus Dei            p. 198 
 

Distribution 
 

 Hymn   “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”     Hymn # 636 

 Hymn   “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”     Hymn # 707 

 Hymn   “Church of God, Elect and Glorious”     Hymn # 646 
 

Nunc Dimittis            p. 199 
 

Thanksgiving            p. 200 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus         p. 201 
 

Benediction            p. 202 
 

Hymn    “On What Has Now Been Sown”      Hymn # 921 
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Go and Tell! 
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Those serving the Lord and us: 

Preacher: Reverend Karl P. Ziegler 

  Liturgist: Reverend Joshua D. Mork 

Sunday Organist: Dave Ricke 

Elders: Doug Krause (8:00 a.m.) 

Dale Seiber (10:30 a.m.) 

Acolytes: Isaac Thomson & Kylee Rose (8:00 a.m.) 

Matthew Merchant & Jayla Fasnacht (10:30 a.m.) 

Sunday Readers: Michelle Clark (8:00 a.m.) 

Stefanie Williamson (10:30 a.m.) 

Altar Guild: Christy Marco 
 

Attendance: Saturday, February 4, 5:30 p.m. – 61 

Sunday, February 5, 8:00 a.m. - 116, 9:30 a.m. Sunday School - 39, Youth - 7,  

Parents/ Volunteers - 12, Adult Bible Class - 40, 10:30 a.m. – 108 



 

   

Sunday, February 12
th

 9:15 – New Member Class entitled “I Have Good News for You” begins. 

Interested in becoming a member of First Lutheran? Talk to our pastors! 

   11:30 – Sunday Sub Pickup 

   5:00 – Young Adult Super Bowl Party 

   

Tuesday, February 14
th

 11:00 – Faith Bible Study Valentine’s Lunch 

      7:00 – Women of Faith Bible Study 

   

Thursday, February 16
th

 4:30 – Genesis Exploration Committee 

       6:30 – Handbells 

       7:00 – Pastor Ziegler’s Zoom Bible Study 

   

Friday, February 17
th

 5:00-11:00 – Youth Late Night 

 

   

Sunday, February 19
th

 4:00-8:00 – Pastor Ziegler’s Just after Transfiguration Open House 

   

Monday, February 20
th

 11:30 – Silver Eagles Potluck 

   

Wednesday, February 21
st
 – Butterfly Deadline 

        7 – Ash Wednesday Service 

        8 – Choir  

   

Thursday, February 22
nd

 6:30 – Handbells 

       7:00 – Pastor Ziegler’s Zoom Bible Study 

    

  

 

17
th
  

19
th
  

20
th
  

 

 

 

Herb & Patty Weissenfels 

Kathryn & Roberto Weber 

Richard & Michelle Kessler, Abby & Kyle Lorenz 

 
 

 

11
th
 

12
th
 

13
th
 

14
th
  

15
th
 

16
th 

 

17
th
 

18
th
  

20
th
 

21
st
  

Joshua Rusert, Stefanie Sellers 

Christina Nemec, Lorraine Williams 

Onida Britton, Katie Lieffers 

Cindy Heizer, Cindy Meyer, Arlene Wetzler, Pastor Karl Ziegler 

Carita Mann, Luella Marco 

Miranda Carpenter, Uriah Golden-Ziegler, Dale Hoge, Julie Hansen, Will Irvine, Marlene 

Weston 

Emberly Edmonds, Josie Krenzer, Kate Lohmeyer, Cheri Moore, Aaron Ohlin 

Levi Mac, Keira Rose 

Linda Hansen, Matthew Larkin, Alina Vanderyacht 

Jessica Getzfred, Linda Heine 
  Don’t see your name? Please call the church office at 402-339-3668 or email thechurch@1st-lutheran.org. We would love to include you! 
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Join us in praying for members & friends of First Lutheran: 
God invites and welcomes our prayers. Know someone who needs prayer? Going to the hospital? Please call the church office 

(402-339-3668).Our pastors would love the opportunity to pray with you. We will not put your name in the prayer list unless 

you ask. Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless we hear from you that they need to stay on the prayer list longer. 
 

Members 
Trey Brehm 

Terry Buethe 

Karen Cox 

Bennett Getzfred  

Arla Johnson  

Corrinna Johnson  

Gerald Johnson 

Fritz Weiss 

Herb Weissenfels 

Patty Weissenfels 

Friends 

Lodge Carroll (Nancy Bachman’s brother), Marshall Clark (Kevin Clark’s nephew), Lulu Egan (Jen Egan’s daughter), Carl 

Fricke (Marilyn Paulsen’s brother), Mark Fultz (Rich Boyd’s friend), Pedro Goncalves (Reinette vandenBerg’s nephew-in-law), 

Karen Gregg (Julie Shoop’s cousin), Justin Hansen (Rick & Elaine Hansen’s grandson), Imogene (Melissa Roth’s 

grandmother), Kathy Martin (Tom Rench’s sister), Richard Maxwell (Kim Bannwarth’s father), Dale Ohlin (Derek Ohlin’s 

grandfather), Phyllis Palacios (Charlene Marchand’s friend), Mary Phillips (Joyce Reed’s sister), Kathy Platt (Dave Platt’s 

mother), Al Schmid (Ken Molzer’s friend), Ron Thompson (Jim Thompson, Sr.’s brother), Julie Walker (Ruth Benson’s niece), 

Donna Wenzel (Joan Clark’s friend) 

Missionaries and those serving abroad:  Erin Mackenzie, Caitlin Ramirez, and Pastor Roberto & Kathryn Weber. 
 

Deployed Military:  Douglas Cheek (Dan & Cheri Moore’s grandson), Kyle Hester, Marianne Rose. 
 

 

 

The graph provides a summary of year-to-date receipts in the General fund compared to the amounts expended and transferred for 

budgeted activities. 

 

 

Electronic Giving: If you would prefer to give online, please look for the “Simply 

Giving” tab on First Lutheran’s website. If you have any questions, please contact 

Bryan Clark (finance@1st-lutheran.org). 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Interested in memorizing and meditating on Bible verses and then getting together with a small group to discuss 

thoughts about the most recently picked verse? Lectio Divina might be perfect for you! The goal is to keep to 

small groups, but we’d love to see several groups form if there’s enough interest. Meeting dates and times will 

depend on who is interested and what works for everyone’s schedules. Please contact Michelle Clark at 402-

339-3668 (the church office), Greta Carlson at 402-660-1859, or Cindi Hartman at 402-916-0031 to express 

interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepare for worship next week by reading and meditating on these readings! 

Transfiguration of our Lord     Exodus 24:8-18     2 Peter 1:16-21    Matthew 17:1-9 

Through January 2023 

Receipts $55,685 

Less: Expenses (43,710) 

Net $11,975 

End of Month Balance $146,264 

mailto:finance@1st-lutheran.org


Borcelle Presents
Announcing:

The
Just after Transfiguration Open House

First Lutheran Church
Congregational Open House

at
Pastor and Mary Ziegler's house

4405 Anchor Mill Drive
Bellevue, NE

Sunday, Feb. 19th, 2023
4:00-8:00 p.m.

Menu: It's a Mardi Gras theme!

Come hungry!
(See reverse for instructions on how to get there!)



How to get to Pastor and Mary’s House 
By  

Pastor Karl P. Ziegler 

 
Often, trying to find Pastor and Mary’s house has 
proven a challenge for many.  Here is a fool proof way 

to get there! 
 
1st: Procure a mode of transportation, an automobile is 

preferable. 
 
2nd. Follow these simple directions: 

 
Lets pretend you are headed east on Highway 370 

from 84th 
 
Take 370 to 42nd.   

 
Turn right at S 42nd St - go 0.2 mi 

 
Turn left at Maass Rd - go 0.1 mi 
 

Bear right at Quail Dr - go 0.7 mi 
 
Turn right at the Stop sign and follow Quail Dr up the 

hill! 
 

Turn right at Amos Gates Dr  
 
Turn left at Anchor Mill Dr - go 49 ft.  If you go 50 

you’ve gone too far!  Back up! 
 

Arrive at 4405 Anchor Mill Dr 
Bellevue, NE 68123 
 

Emergency Contact Number: 402-616-4110 



L E N T

i n  v i e w  o f

G O D ’ S 
M E R C Y

a Series of Services for the Season of Lent

A S H  W E D N E S D A Y :

Mercy in Ashes

W E E K  T H R E E :

Mercy in Betrayal

W E E K  T W O :

Mercy in Suffering

W E E K  F I V E :

Mercy in Service

W E E K  O N E :

Mercy in Temptation

W E E K  F O U R :

Mercy in Relationships
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Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. Romans 12:1

Lent is a season when we take a look at our lives in view of God’s mercy toward us in the 
sacrifice of his Son for us on the cross. We, in turn, are called by God, especially during 
this time of repentance and reflection, to be living sacrifices for him, displaying our devo-
tion to him in word and deed. 

A S H  W E D N E S D A Y 
Mercy in Ashes • Joel �:�� • As we are marked with ashes on this day, a reminder to us 
of our sins, we are reminded, too, of the mercy of our God who lifts us from our ashes to 
new life in Christ.

W E E K  O N E
Mercy in Temptation • � Corinthians ��:�� • In the midst of temptation, our merci-
ful God provides us with a way out through his Son, who was tempted just as we are, yet 
without sin.

W E E K  T W O 
Mercy in Suffering • � Peter �:�� • No life is without suffering, but our sufferings are 
not worth comparing to the glory to be revealed to us in Jesus by God’s great mercy.

W E E K  T H R E E
Mercy in Betrayal • � Peter �:�� • Though we may turn away from our God again and 
again, our Lord continues to call us back into his merciful arms for Jesus’ sake.

W E E K  F O U R 
Mercy in Relationships • Ephesians �:�� • Within the communities God has placed 
us, we are given the grace to treat one another as Christ has cared for us in his love and 
mercy.

W E E K  F I V E 
Mercy in Service • Hebrews �:�� • In response to God’s kindness to us in Jesus, we 
serve in mercy the needs of those around us by Christ’s example. 

a Series of Services for the Season of Lent


