
Science Experiments with 
God’s Word 

 

Lesson 7 (At Home): 

Jesus heals a leper 
 

Big Idea = Jesus is full of love and compassion 

Theme Verse: “the lord is merciful and compassionate, 
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love” – psalm 
145:8 

 

Warm-up 

Take 10 seconds to think about what you can physically feel right now. Perhaps you can feel 

the chair you’re sitting on or the clothes you’re wearing. Those feelings come through our 

sense of touch. Each of us has a huge network of nerves that control our sense of touch. 

When nerve endings reach our skin, they send signals to our brains about the sensations we 

feel – cold, hot, smooth, rough, itch, tickle, pain, and more. Jesus gave us these amazing bodies. Jesus 
is full of love and compassion! 

 

God’s Word = Matthew 8:2-4,16-17 

Say: What things might be hard to do if your bonds could not feel anything? (Pause for 

responses.) How would you feel if no one could touch you because you had a disease? (Pause 

for responses.) When Jesus lived on Earth, leprosy was a very contagious disease. People 

stayed FAR away from anyone with leprosy. It was against the law to be close to a leper! 

 

Lepers lose the ability to feel in their hands and feet. They have pain, but their nerves are damaged by 

the leprosy. Some people with leprosy get badly hurt and they can’t tell—because their pain nerves are 

damaged. 

 

But we know that Jesus is full of love and compassion! (Read Matthew 8:2 aloud.) The leper begged Jesus 

to heal him. What do you think Jesus might do? (Pause for responses.) No one was supposed to touch this 

man! Let’s find out if you’re correct! (Read Matthew 8:3 aloud.) 

 

Let’s stop here for a minute. Why do you think Jesus touched the man? (Pause for responses.) Jesus did 

not have to touch this man. He could have simply said, “Be healed.” Right? But Jesus put his hand out on 

purpose! Maybe be touched the mon because Jesus is full of love and compassion. Touching another 

person in kindness expresses love. 

 



Once JESUS touched the man, he didn’t have leprosy anymore! So now ANYONE could touch him! He 

could go home to his family! He did not have to be alone anymore! After the man was healed, Jesus told 

the man to do two things. (Read Matthew 8:4 aloud) 

 

In Bible times, a person proved they were cured of leprosy by showing themselves to the priest. They 

also had to offer a gift of thanks to God. But Jesus did not want the man to tell everyone. He didn’t 

need to get fame or credit for dealing the man. (Read Matthew 8:16-17 aloud.) Jesus was glad to heal 

people because Jesus is full of love and compassion! 

 
 

Experiments: Pick one (or more) to do together 
 

Penny trick 

Directions: Pair each child with another family member 

1. On a flat surface, pairs lay out their five pennies in a line 

2. First person closes eyes and tells the other person to choose one 

penny from the line 

3. First person tells second person to hold the penny tightly 

4. Second person chooses a penny and holds it tightly while both count slowly to ten. 

5. Keeping eyes closed, first person tells second person to replace the penny in line 

6. First person opens eyes and places fingers close to each penny to feel which penny is warmest 

7. First person chooses warmest penny and then asks if it is the correct penny 

8. Switch assignments and repeat  

Say: Pennies are made of copper – a metal that conducts heat well. When your partner held the penny, it 

heated up quickly. How did your sense of touch help you find the correct penny? (Pause for responses.) 

When you hold your fingers near the pennies, you can tell which one has been warmed. Jesus is so kind to 

give us a good sense of touch. Jesus is full of love and compassion!  

 

Sock hands 

Directions: Children take turns to put one sock on their dominant 

hand. Children go round the room, trying simple actions that they 

normally do (open a cupboard, pick up a small item, etc.). Children may 

also put socks on both hands at once. 

 

Say: People with leprosy have a hard time using their hands—partly because their nerves are damaged, 

and partly because their hands often are damaged. Have you ever wondered what it would be like to not 

use your hands well? (Pause for responses.) Let’s explore that together. I’m glad Jesus heals people who 

have diseases. Jesus is full of love and compassion! 
 

 

 

Equipment: 

5 Pennies 

Equipment: 

Pair of heavy socks 



Feather touch  

Directions: Children form pairs with another family member. One 

person is blindfolded. Other person touches first person gently on 

the arm with one of the items provided. Blindfolded person then 

guesses what item was touching them. Switch roles and continue the 

exploration. 

 

Say: How can we fell the difference between a (feather) touching us and a (penny) touching us? (Pause 

for responses.) What makes them feel different? (Pause for responses.) Isn’t it amazing that we can 

have such an ability! We can also tell the difference between a playful toy and a mean punch. Touch can 

have many meanings, but Jesus’ touch is always gentle. Jesus is full of love and compassion! 
 

Equipment: 

Blindfold 

Variety of small items  

(feather, soft cloth,  

sponge, penny, etc.) 


