
Science Experiments with 
God’s Word 

 

Lesson 3 (At Home): 

Elijah and the Rain 
 

Big Idea = God provides for his followers 

Theme Verse: “ask the lord for rain in the spring, for he 
makes the storm clouds. And he will send showers of rain 
so every field becomes a lush pasture” – Zechariah 10:1 

 

Warm-up 

Talk about a time you really wanted it to rain. Sometimes we are VERY glad that the rain is 

falling. Without rain, no plants could grow. Without plants, there would be no food. That 

would be a big problem!  

Zechariah tells us that god is the one who sends thunderstorms and gives rain to everyone 

so that everyone’s plants will grow for food. God provides for his followers! 

 

God’s Word = Jeremiah 10:12-13 // 1 Kings 17:1-6, 18 

Say: We know God mode the world. Do you think God is interested in the world He made? 

(Pause for responses.) What makes you think that? (Pause for responses.) Listen to this! (Read 

Jeremiah 10: 12— 13 aloud.) What does this tell us about God? (Pause for responses.) He is ALWAYS 

paying attention to us. 

 

Today, we are going to learn about the prophet Elijah. He lived during the time of King Ahab’s reign. 

King Ahab was a very bad king. He worshiped the false god, Baal, and killed many prophets of God. This 

made God very angry. 

 

God sent the prophet Elijah to King Ahab with a message. (Read 1 Kings 17:1-6 aloud.) Elijah had bad 

news for King Ahab. Israel would have NO rain until Elijah said so. Israel is a very hot place to live. 

Most people were farmers. They raised plants for food. They raised animals for meat, milk, and 

other flings. So, getting enough rain at the right times was VERY important to them. No rain meant 

that many people and animals could die. 
 

God knew that King Ahab would be angry by the news. So God told Elijah to hide after he delivered he 

news. Elijah went to hide by a brook, but he was not alone! God sent ravens to bring him food. 

King Ahab looked everywhere for Elijah, but he could not find him. For THREE YEARS there was no rain 

and the land dried up. King Ahab became desperate. He prayed to his god, Baal, but no rain come. 



Then, Elijah arrived again with a challenge for King Ahab. (Read 1Kings 18: l7— 19 aloud.) Elijah’s 

challenge was to see whose god was real. Elijah and King Ahab’s prophets built two altars—one to Baal 

and one to God. The prophets of Bool prayed all day long, asking Bool to light their altar on fire, but 

nothing happened.          

 

In the evening, it was Elijah’s turn. Elijah drenched the altar with twelve jars of water. Then, 

he prayed. (Read 1 Kings 18:38— 39 aloud.) What did God do? (Pause for responses.) 

 

God swallowed up the whole altar. He proved to the people that he was the one true God. Then, everyone 

believed. Elijah prayed to God for rain. 

 

Elijah told his helper to go to the sea and look for rain clouds. The helper did not see any. Elijah 

prayed again and again. He sent his helper to the sea SEVEN times. Finally, his helper saw something. 

(Read 1 Kings 18:44-45 aloud.) 

 

God is the one who sends the rain and thunder. He makes the clouds rise and the winds blow! God 

provides for his followers. 
 

Experiments: Pick one (or more) to do together 
 

Make it rain 

Say: Have you ever wanted to know how rain happens? Let’s try this 

experiment. It will show us something about how rain is made.  

Directions: Fill the pie tin with ice. Wait for the tin to become very cold. 

Pour hot water into the jar. Set the ice-filled pie tin on top of the jar of 

hot water. Watch to see what happens. When the water drops form on the pie tin’s 

bottom, tilt it so that the water falls into the jar. 

Say: What do you think will happen when the hot water is poured into the jar and we set the ice on top 

of it? (Pause for responses). 

What do you see inside the jar now that we put the hot water in it and the ice on top? (Pause for 

responses). 

What happened to the bottom of the pie tin? (Pause for responses). Look! We made it rain! The hot 

water in the jar gave off steam, or water vapor. We know heat rises. So, the warm water vapor rose 

until it hit the cold layer – the pie tin. The cold turned the water vapor back into liquid water. This is 

called condensation. When the water drops get too heavy, they fall! 

On Earth, it works the same way. When the sun warms water, vapor rises. When that cloud of vapor 

rises to hit the layer of coldest air, it condenses and falls as rain! This is called the water cycle. God 

made it work this way so that everyone could have rain. God provides for His followers! 

 

Equipment: 

Metal Pie Tin 

Ice Cubes 

Large Glass Jar 

Hot Water 



Sounds like rain 

Say: What does it sound like when it rains? (Pause for responses). What are ways we 

could make rain sounds? (Pause for responses). What about thunder? What are some ways 

we can make thunder sounds? (Pause for responses).  

When God sends the rain, our theme verse tells us that he also sends the wind. What 

are some ways we can make wind sounds? (Pause for responses). God knows that we need wind and rain. 

God provides for His followers!  

Directions: Conduct a rain symphony with your family. Members may tap their fingers on tables or slap 

thighs for rain sounds. They may stomp feet for thunder and make whistling noises for the wind. 

 

Rain art 

Directions: children draw with the pastels as desired. Spray lightly 

with water to see that “rain” effect of the water.  

Say: Have you ever left anything out in the rain? What happens to it? 

(Pause for responses). It can get spots of water on it. Does that 

change the way it looks? (Pause for responses). Let’s try raining on our art to see 

what happens! God sends the rain so that we can live. God provides for His 

followers!  

 

 

Equipment: 

Watercolor Pastels 

Heavy Paper 

Spray Bottle 

Water 


