
   

THE FIRST LIGHT 
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
We grow together in faith to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

and to serve God and neighbor. 

Political Fright Fest 
 

 Am I crazy?  That is a legitimate question that several of you have probably already 

asked ever since I suggested I was going to tell you about my politics only a month into my 

time here with you, especially in our current political climate – and were too polite to ask to my 

face. 

 But it’s October, and there’s no better month to put forth something utterly terrifying 

than the month of Halloween!  It’s also one month before the next election, and those who   

really want to know, probably want to know before the election.  But most importantly, if I don’t 

tell you about my politics up front, those of you who are invested in the subject are probably 

going decide on a label for me before too long. 

 So, here it is.  I belong to the political party of George Washington.  The historians in 

the congregation can probably tell you right off the cuff what party that was.  Washington is the 

only US president never to hold membership in any US political party, but he was not without 

experience of political parties, having been an active member of one in England.  But most  

importantly to modern day US politics, Washington’s Farewell Address of 1796 was incredibly 

prescient in his dealings with subject of political parties.  If you have any interest in politics, I 

cannot recommend a better place to begin reading about today’s politics than this 226-year-old 

document.   

 

Continued on next page    
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 Four things drive my politics: 1. History, understanding what has happened before 

and what led to the present.  2. Math, being able to recognize that most of the “math” used by 

both parties deserves those scare quotes.  3. Psychology, knowing that the “best” answer on 

paper is not always the best answer when people are involved.  4. And most importantly,   

Jesus’s final commandment and summation of the entirety of our scriptures – it’s always 

about loving others, even and especially our “enemies.” 

 The politics of today, and not only in the US, are deeply disturbing.  Jesus lived in a 

time of dozens of warring factions who were torn between disposing of their own heritage in 

favor of safety, wealth, or influence and fighting a terrorist guerilla rebellion, all while under 

the domineering heel of a foreign power, and yet if Jesus walked our world today, I think he 

would say, “Geez, and I thought I had it tough.” (comparing political systems) 

 About 160 million people voted in the last election, and I promise you one thing is  

certain – a positive future for our nation cannot arise out of smashing, destroying, or          

defeating half of them – for either side, for all sides.  To tear apart so great a portion of our 

own nation, our own people, can only be self-destructive. 

 And so it’s my hope as a political member of our society, and it is my prayer as person 

of faith, that as we emerge from this election and the one to come in two years, that whatever 

the outcome, and despite any likelihood to the contrary, we will find the will and wherewithal 

to leave the childish fighting to the politicians and be one people together, even when we  

disagree. 

 Whether or not my prayer is answered, our nation will likely stand as John Winthrop’s 

city on a hill, either a model of pursuing God’s will in our love for God’s creation and rejection 

of fear, or as a by-word for this world as a model of rejecting God’s love.  But we, in our small 

corner of the world, at First English and in Whitewater might yet set the example for our world 

and raise a chorus of unity that evokes the better angels of our collective human nature to 

strike an unforgettable chord. 

 This world will never listen to the ramblings of a crazy pastor, but it cannot ignore the 

beautiful cacophony of a thousand disparate voices singing out in harmony. 

 

In Hope, Faith, and Love,  

Pr. Joseph O’Donnell 
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All of us have suffered the effects of the world-wide pandemic that surfaced in late 
2019. 
  
Here at First English Lutheran one of the easiest to track effects has been the impact 
that reduced church attendance has had on Congregational Giving.  The attached 
graph shows a comparison over the last two years of the actual membership 
contribution totals for January through August. 
  
 

Finance 
 

September at a Glance 

 

• Average Weekly Attendance = 73 

• Giving as of Sept. 1 = $183,318.46   

• YTD Budget as of Sept. 1 = $225,639.84 

 



 4 

Thank you! 

Pennies for Poverty 

Dear, FELC Family,  
 
What a wonderful whirlwind of a welcome!  The first few weeks that we've been at FELC 
have been delightfully busy, and the kind greeting we've received has been incredible.  If we 
show one-tenth of this joy and hospitality in welcoming others and one another, we will have 
a joyous ministry together. 
 
Rebecca and I sat down after Rally Day to read through the cards together and started a list 
of who to send Thank Yous to, only to find that everything came through groups and commit-
tees.  We want to convey our thanks and appreciation still, and so we are writing to all of 
you, our whole congregation, to say thank you for all that you do, the time you give, the tal-
ents you lend, and the treasures you share, that carried over, in part, to wonderful welcome 
and the cards and gifts we received. 
 
We are looking forward to the many years ahead together, and hope that you will join us, as 
you read this, in a prayer of Thanksgiving to God for the good that is our community! 
 

In Hope, Faith, and Love,  
 
Pr. Joseph O'Donnell & Family 
 

 

By Janna Smith 

 

As WELCA treasurer, I had an unusual experience on Rally Sunday.  I was told there were  

pennies in Tiller Hall, near the pastor pictures.  I could barely carry them all.  The container was 

so heavy.  The coins came from Kienbaum Iron and Metal’s personal Pennies for Poverty jar.  

Longtime members and supporters of First English, they have collected any coins they find in 

cars turned into the salvage yard.  It took hours to count all these coins.  Some of the pennies 

were quite worn and bent…but still legal tender.  I deposited them this morning…nearly $95!  

This was quite a metal salvage!  Pennies for Poverty is a Women of the ELCA project.  All our 

collected ‘pennies’ go to Bethel House.  Thanks to the Kienbaum family.  Pennies for Poverty 

jars can be found at FELC in the church narthex and in Tiller Hall, near the pastor pictures. 
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WELCA Upcoming Events 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR)  

The quilts and kits have been delivered to the rail yard in Madison.  This year, FELC has     

outdone itself in total numbers.  Thanks to Tammy for making the labels and getting the    

packing tape.  This was truly a church wide effort:  the Social Action committee, Love Circle, 

the Tuesday morning quilters, those who applied for Thrivent Action grants, those who knitted 

and crocheted baby sweaters, those who made flannel baby blankets, and those in the       

congregation who generously donated kit items.   

 

 

Lutheran World Relief saves and improves lives in the poorest parts of the world.  “We will  

persist until your love reaches every neighbor.” 

 

BY THE NUMBERS: 17.7 Million Ukrainians in need; 7 Million+ fleeing to other countries; 6.9 

Million+ Internally displaced persons. 

 

LWR Situation Report: War in Ukraine 

“We’ve deployed technical staff to support our relief operations, including program managers, a 

health advisor, and an advisor to lead our efforts to prevent sexual exploitation and abuse in 

Ukraine and for Ukrainian refugees.  We’re helping more than 15,000 of the most vulnerable 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) by covering the cost of their stay, including meals. We’ve 

provided LWR Quilts and Kits, toys for children, food and essential supplies and equipment, 

like folding beds, pillows, heaters, laundry detergent, toilet paper, and personal hygiene items.”  

Final note:  Not all the quilts were sent to Lutheran World Relief.  The Tuesday morning     

quilters made a record 307 quilts in 2022.  Bethel House received 15 quilts, Salvation Army 

received 10 quilts, WELCA received 2 quilts for the Christkindlmarket, and 8 quilts were sold to 

raise funds for LWR shipping costs.  The quilters at First English are always looking for fabric 

donations.  Used sheets are also welcome.  

 

 

Lutheran World Relief donations 

  2020 2021 2022 

Quilts 215 237 272 

Personal Care Kits 65 33 38 

Baby Care Kits 25 11 36 

School Kits 165 145 207 

Blankets 7 13 3 

totals 477 439 556 
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WELCA Upcoming Events (cont.) 
ONLINE Silent Auction:  October 10

th
 - 31st 

Thanks to all of you who have generously donated a basket to our ONLINE Silent Auction.  

By the time you read this you should be able to see all the auction items on the 32auctions 

website.  The auction will go live on October 10th at 6 am and will continue until October 31st 

at 11:45 pm.  WE NEED BIDDERS!! 

 

Directions for becoming a bidder in the First English Lutheran ONLINE Silent Auction 

2022: 

 Note: Creating an account on a computer (directions below) may be slightly different 

 from creating an account on a smart phone. 

 

-Click on this link:  https://www.32auctions.com/WELCAsilentauction 

 -Look for login (upper right). 

  *Don’t have an account?  Create an account now. 

 -You will need to give your First Name, Last Name, Email Address, Confirm Email      

Address, Password, Be 18 or older & agree to terms of use & privacy.  You WILL NOT 

need to give a credit card. 

  NOTE: “This auction requires administrator approval before you can participate.”  

 Would you like to request access to participate?  Submit your request.  

 -You will need to keep checking your email to finish activating your account. The email 

will come from 32auctions.  It may take some time before one of the auction                

administrators approves your request.    

 *Your account must be approved by one of the following auction administrators:  
 Sonja Kipper (Sonja.kipper@gmail.com or 920-738-1161), Patty Harmon 
 (harmon000333@yahoo.com or 262-949-8116) or Janna Smith 
 (smithjanna55@gmail.com or 262-215-6892).  Please contact one of them if you are 
 having difficulties. 

 -Open your email from 32auctions and click button within your message to finish         

activating your account.  

 -Once you’ve logged in, you should see First English Lutheran ONLINE Silent Auction 

2022 in a pink banner across the top of the webpage.  You can begin bidding on any of 

the baskets. 

Encourage your Whitewater friends to become bidders! 

Auction will go live on October 10th at 6 am and end on October 31st at 11:45 pm. 

 

**Winning bidders must pay by check or cash when picking up the basket the week of November 1st, 2022. 

Checks should be payable to:  Women of the ELCA. 

https://www.32auctions.com/WELCAsilentauction
mailto:Sonja.kipper@gmail.com
mailto:harmon000333@yahoo.com
mailto:smithjanna55@gmail.com
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Christkindlmarket:  Saturday, November 5th, 2022, 9:30 am – 2:00 pm 
 

What is a Christkindlmarket?  A Christkindlmarket is a European street market held dur-
ing advent with a history that goes back to medieval times. At these markets, farmers 
came to town to shop and to offer their wares.  Villagers bought and sold homemade      
Christmas decorations and traditional handicrafts, such as hand carved nutcrackers 
and straw ornaments. Linens were also sold at Christkindlmarkets.  From open-air 
stalls, food and drink were served. The early markets were usually held in front of 
churches and were looked at as part of a church visit.  The name, Christkindlmarket, 
can even be attributed to Martin Luther. He suggested that children exchange gifts   
because of das Christkind, the Christ Child. 

• We need tents for vendors in the parking lot.  Does anyone have a tent (canopy) 
we can borrow for the day? 

• We need donations for the Christkindlmarket luncheon.  Look for the Donation 
Board in Moksnes Hall.  Don’t forget to put your name and contact info on the 
clipboard.  Casserole components (below) should be brought to the church 
kitchen on Oct. 30th by 10:30 am.   

Soup 
Sour cream 
Cheese 
Broccoli  

• Bars and salads (for the luncheon) can be brought to church on Friday, Nov. 4th, 
from Noon -6:30 pm or Saturday morning, Nov 5th, by 9 am.  The 
Christkindlmarket luncheon will be held in Fellowship Hall (the church         
basement). 

• We need linens for our Linen tent.  Please make sure they are nicely pressed. 
• We need Christmas items for our Winter Holiday tent. 

We would like the linens and Christmas items ahead of time so they can 
be priced.  Please contact Janna Smith (919 W. Charles St., Whitewater, 
smithjanna55@gmail.com, 262-215-6892). 

• We need baked and canned items for our Bake Shoppe tent. 

• We are looking for personal quilts!!  There is going to be a Quilt show in the 

sanctuary.  If you have a quilt that you would like to display, please email Janna 

Smith with information about the quilt (for example:  age of quilt, pattern design, 

history of the quilt).  Quilts will need to be brought to church on November 4th 

between Noon and 6:30 pm.  They need to picked up at 2:00 pm after the 

Christkindlmarket on November 5th. 

• We need workers.  Please fill out a green Christkindlmarket Volunteer/Donation 

Sign-up sheet.  Return in the Christkindlmarket box in Moksnes Hall. 

mailto:smithjanna55@gmail.com
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Campus & Community Meal 

The FREE Sit-Down & Carry-Out Spaghetti Meal continues to progress! Frozen carry
-out meals are still available at the sign-in table. Fresh carry-outs are also available 
through the serving line.  Though we pray COVID-19 and its variants will stay away, we 
are also encouraging masks. 
 
         ·     WHAT:   FREE Sit-Down & Carry-Out Spaghetti Meal 

·     Who:      Students AND Community members 
·     Where:   Congregational UCC-Whitewater, 133 South Franklin St. 
·     When:    Every Monday 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
·     No limit 

  
Thank you ALL for the ongoing support whether it is financial, through prayers, or     
verbal encouragement as well as those on the “call me” list!  Once again, Carry-out 
meals will need assembling at 12:30 p.m. Monday afternoon.  
 
Thank You volunteers!!  Chuck, Dan, Tina, Gerry, Bobby, Nancy, Sue, Carrie, Patty.  
Additional Volunteers Needed especially for clean up! Have a spaghetti meal then start 
clean-up at 5:45.  End time around 7:30 p.m.  Leave your name & contact               
information with the Church Office. You will receive a follow-up call with           
additional details. 
God bless! 
  
Patty Harmon, Co-Coordinator - FELC  
Office:  262.473.5076 
 
Margie Hammerl, Co-Coordinator - Congregational UCC  
Office:  262.473.4101 
  

 

 

2021 – 2022 
Weekly To-
tals: 

2022 to date Sept. 26 Sept. 19 Sept. 12 2021 Totals 

People: 629 57 60 61 919 

Campus: 352 42 40 48 523 

Community: 276 15 20 13 396 

Meals served: 1,298 84 80 92 1836 
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Can You Find It??? 

 
 
In the Pastor's article this month, 
there are references to four US 
Presidents.  The first is obvious.  Can 
you find the other three?  The       
answers will be provided next month. 
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First English Lutheran Church 

PO Box 539 

401 W. Main Street 

Whitewater, WI  53190 

Telephone: (262)473-5076 
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Members of the congregation are invited to       

submit items for publication before the 15th of each 

month.  

Worship Schedule - masks optional: 

• Sunday 9:30 a.m. Worship at FELC 

Worship At Home: 

• Website:  felcww.org 

• Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/ FELCYOUTH  

• Cable Channel 990:  Daily 9:00am and 12:00pm  

https://www.facebook.com/FELCYOUTH

