
   

May 2021 

THE FIRST LIGHT 

  FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

    WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN 53190 
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We grow together in faith to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ  
and to serve God and neighbor. 

CALLING A PASTOR 

 

It is time to begin the process of Calling a new pastor for First English. The Church Council is 

planning a special meeting this month to start things moving. 

 

Calling a pastor is not like hiring for most jobs. The pastor needs to be a combination of CEO 

of the church business, the Spiritual Leader and Teacher for the congregation, and the friend 

who will share with you in some of the most emotional events in life. The person, and the    

personality of the pastor matters a great deal. 

 

The church Constitution tells us in section 13.09 that the Church Council shall appoint a    

committee of 6 people to the Call Committee. We want this committee to represent the whole 

congregation. We want long time members, and new members. People involved in education, 

worship and music. Young people and older people all need to be represented. 

 

Once appointed, the committee will need to prepare the Ministry Site Profile. This is a 13 page 

document that asks about the church, the town, your history, what the church is doing now 

and what the church hopes to do into the    future. They will want to invite the whole           

congregation to get involved in this process with surveys and possibly discussion gatherings. 

 

Once the Profile is finished, it is sent to the Synod, who will review it and ask questions so 

they understand it well. The Profile is then posted on a special website so that ELCA pastors 

around the country can see it and express  

interest in serving here. The Synod will bring a slate of names (often 4 to 6) to the Call      

committee to review. 
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For the last 10 years it has been common for the committee to hold phone or online meetings 

with each of the      candidates. They will then decide if they want to invite one or more for in 

person interviews. Once they find someone who they feel would be a good match with the  

congregation, they present that name to the Council. The Council then announces a           

Congregational Meeting to vote on that recommendation.  It is only the Congregation who can 

Call a pastor. 

 

As you can imagine, this all takes some time. 9 to 12 months in common, but it can be longer if 

the right person is not in the first batch of names. We ask you to pray for the Council and the 

Call Committee, and get involved in the  

surveys and discussions.     

 

- Pastor Rich    
      

CHANGES IN WORSHIP 
 

This has been a challenging year for all of us.   In our homes, at work, and at worship we have 

seen many changes. As we move into the summer, we are planning some more changes to 

our worship schedule. 

 

Parking Lot Worship will continue through the summer and maybe beyond.   We don’t know 

what the future will bring.    Our On Line Service will continue, possibly far beyond the         

pandemic.   It is meeting the needs for a variety of members. 

 

Beginning on Memorial Day weekend we are adding two other services.   On Sunday mornings 

at 9:00 am we will offer an in person service in the sanctuary.   Seating will be limited, masks 

will be required, and there will not be any singing at this service.   As time goes on we can  

consider the possibility of changes and additions to that service. 

 

We will also be offering a Heart Prairie Service, beginning Memorial Day weekend.   That    

service will be on Saturdays at 5:00 pm.   We will meet to worship on the lawn in front of Heart 

Prairie.   You will want to bring a chair to sit on, or plan to stand.  

 

 - Pastor Rich                                                                   
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Please remember to use the church PO Box for mail              

correspondence:  First English Lutheran Church, PO Box 539,      

Whitewater, WI 53190  If you have your donations sent in 

through your bank, please contact them to update our address. 

 

*  Tamara Schulte:  October 11, 1965—April 13, 2021 

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  Not as 

the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your hearts be troubled,   

neither let them be afraid.  
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REGATHERING TASK FORCE UPDATE: 

 

Greetings Church Council and Congregation! 

The Re-Gathering Taskforce (RTF) met April 22 and have the following updates: 

 

1.Church Grounds Requests - The RTF approved 4 requests for use of the grounds. These 

included Youth/Family activity, Thrift Shoppe preparation for city wide rummage and 2 other 

group meetings.   

Reminder: The form found here:https://forms.gle/P7eVTKoxMqprk8Xr8 only needs to be filled 

out if there are to be more than 10 people participating. A sub group of the RTF will continue to 

review and forward  actions to the requestor(s) and Council. 

 

2. COVID Status Monitoring - Current numbers show all 3  of our counties to still have "high" 

activity and burden and the trajectory is declining ( https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/

local.htm) Approximately 34% of residents of our 3 counties have received at least one dose of 

vaccine ( https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-data.htm). I have agreed to continue 

to monitor COVID metrics every 2 weeks on behalf of the Council and forward updates to 

Shelly Black, Council President. 

 

3. In-Sanctuary Worship - In view of the recent announcement that FELC will be returning in 

our use of the      Sanctuary starting Memorial Day weekend (and that Saturday evening at 

Heart Prairie), the RTF views and supports that the Worship and Music Committee (W/M) be 

the group that is charged with implementing changes to the worship options. They are the best 

suited to implement in the safest as possible in-person worship options.  The RTF would      

encourage them to include in their work: 

 W/M is encouraged to refer to the grid approved by Council initially as it speaks to 

many logistical issues to be addressed returning to the Sanctuary. 

 Formalized training/education of worship volunteers (ushers, etc), 

 Check in with staff when making changes to insure willingness - especially           

participation, sign up process and seating assignments. (Tammy has agreed to  

gather information regarding this from other congregations and share with W/M.) 

 Create clear communication to Congregation of what to expect and behavior         

expectations as well as    having clear signage inside to support those expectations. 

https://forms.gle/P7eVTKoxMqprk8Xr8
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-data.htm
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4. COVID Vaccinations - The RTF discussed vaccination status of the congregations and 

decided that supporting those that might need help getting vaccination would be the best   

approach as it is a personal decision and we are not medical professionals. RTF would      

encourage that any members of the congregation that are interested in getting vaccinated 

and would appreciate assistance in scheduling/transportation contact the Church office or 

Jan Bilgen at 262-949-0148. 

 

5. RTG Meetings /Updates- The RTG will be put on hold/ hiatus with a plan to meet in June 

and again in August or at the Council's request to review any issues. 

 

Thank you to all the members of the Taskforce for your dedication, patience and care 

you've shown each other and every member of the FELC Congregation in your work! 

 

Peace - 

Jan Bilgen 

Task Force Chair 

 

As a reminder of Congregations Expectations from the RTF report: 

"CONGREGATIONAL EXPECTATIONS: 

        All members of the Church and Visitors are expected to: 

1.     Acknowledge that the virus is an uncertain thing and that our participation of 

any kind of FELC       activities is voluntary and at our own risk/choice.  

2.     Wear a face covering, maintaining 6ft physical distance from one another and 

use hand sanitizer while on church property/buildings. 

3.     Always “Sign in” when they visit Church property. 

4.     Schedule the use of church property with the Office Manager at least 3 days 

in advance before    entering the space. 

5.     Graciously remind one another of safety expectations and to comply without 

malice or disrespect. 

6.     Seek to support social interaction as each individual determines what is best 

for them and their     situation. We will inquire and be sensitive to the needs of  

others. 

7.     To share with Pastor Rich or Office Manager Tammy Hedrick, knowing that 

their identity will be    protected as much as possible, if they have a positive test 

result for COVID-19 or exposure. 

8.     If members have had a COVID test and are waiting for results, they will stay 

off church property and not participate at in-person activities." 
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Traveling Light Book Discussion for 2021    

  JOIN THE CONVERSATION!!! The Travelling Light Book Group has selected : 
 
"Fearless: The Undaunted Courage and Ultimate Sacrifice of Navy SEAL Adam 
Brown" by Eric Blehm for the month of May. It's an incredible story of courage and connection 
with God, a book that's hard to put down. Discussion on June 1, 7 pm in person (as numbers 
allow) in Mosknes Hall.  
 
  Then..... 
starting June 2, we'll begin a 30 day journey with the book "One Month to Live: 30 Days to a 
No Regrets Life"  that will include video from authors Kerry Shook and Chris Shook. We'll 
meet twenty days in, June 20, 7pm  to share our ongoing experience. 
 
 To round out the summer, we'll read "Hind's Feet in High Places" by Hannah Hurnard, an 
allegory/story where we meet heroine Much Afraid, based on Habakkuk 3:19. Conversation 
date to be decided. 
 
Questions?  Contact Karil Bilgen or secretaryfelcww@gmail.com.   
 

 

 

SOLES 4 SOULS 

HERE’S ONE WAY TO CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION ….. throughout the month of May, 

bring your gently used shoes (adults and kids!) to the big green container on the Parish 

House ramp  OR  bring them to the  Parking Lot Service for car side pickup. The shoes 

will be donated to Soles4Souls, a really great non-profit that puts used shoes to good use by 

providing relief, fighting poverty, protecting the planet and more.  Check out 

www.soles4souls.org for more information about them, and contact Karil Bilgen  

karilcurran58@gmail.com with  questions.  Time to clean out those closets!!! Just how many 

pairs of shoes can FELC donate?????  Hmmmmmm ……  we’ll just have to see. 

mailto:secretaryfelcww@gmail.com
http://www.soles4souls.org
mailto:karilcurran58@gmail.com
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   Women of the ELCA (WELCA) News 

                 WELCA News from FELC 

The next combined Circle meeting will be held on Thursday, May 20th, at 7 pm in Moksnes 

Hall.  Tricia Borchardt will be leading the lesson from the May Gather magazine.  All FELC 

women are invited.  Note that new subscribers to Gather (https://
www.gathermagazine.org/) can get an introductory rate of $9.95 per year. This is an 

excellent magazine published by Women of the ELCA that includes a monthly Bible Study and 

numerous other articles related to the lesson. 

Peace Circle and Joy Circle are considering combining their groups permanently under a      

different Circle name.  The WELCA board wonders if there is any interest at FELC in a new  

Circle group forming, involving younger women from the church.  We would be very supportive 

of this formation. 

Even though we are not meeting in our church sanctuary, we continue to collect coins in our 

Pennies for Poverty project.  There is a penny jar at the Thrift Shoppe.  Feel free to put them in 

the offering plate and Sunday morning but mark them for WELCA – Pennies for Poverty.  We 

have raised hundreds of dollars for Bethel House in recent years.  Thank you. 

Our deadline for recipes is May 31, 2021.  Please turn them in as soon as possible.  The    

cookbook will be published this summer.  Please contact anyone on the Cookbook committee 

(below) if you have any questions. 

Carol Haas linkyhaas@gmail.com (715) 216-4229   701 E. Clay Street Unit E2, Whitewater, WI 

53190   

Ginny Knuteson knutek@cni-usa.com (920) 728-2978   
N9217 Duffin Road, Whitewater, WI 53190   

Janna Smith smithjanna55@gmail.com (262) 215-6892   

919 W. Charles Street, Whitewater, WI 85190   

Paula Olson paulaolson49@yahoo.com (507) 402-2446   
281 S. Pine Circle, Whitewater, WI 53190   

https://www.gathermagazine.org/
https://www.gathermagazine.org/
mailto:linkyhaas@gmail.com
mailto:knutek@cni-usa.com
mailto:smithjanna55@gmail.com
mailto:paulaolson49@yahoo.com
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  SEPT. 14-DEC. 28, 
2020 – 16 MONDAYS 

HIGH/LOW - 
DATE 

JAN. 4-APR. 12, 2021 
– 15 MONDAYS 

HIGH/LOW - 
DATE 

WALK-UPS: 581 
55 – 11/2 

15 – 12/28 
112 

33 – 3/8 

12 – 1/4 

MEALS SERVED: 979 
99 – 11/16 

35 – 9/14 
237 

62 – 3/8 

29 – 1/4 

CAMPUS STUDENTS: 453 
47 – 11/16 

3 – 12/28 
70 

23 – 3/8 

3 – 1/4 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS: 129 

14 – 12/7 & 
21 

2 – 10/12 & 
19 

42 
13 – 2/1 

3 – 1/11 

Monday Night Campus & Community Meal – April 12, 2021 
 
The Monday night Campus & Community Meal at the Congregational UCC, 133 S. Franklin 

Street, Whitewater, is still active and plans to continue serving the carry-out spaghetti meals 

through the summer and the last Monday of 2021 (excluding the Monday holidays—Memorial 

Day and Labor Day). With the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions still in place, the weekly numbers 

remain low when compared to the indoor sit-down meals served the first quarter of 2020. The 

bitter cold in early 2021 did not help attendance. Though not an obvious impact, serving time 

was changed to 30 minutes—5:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.—to minimize exposure to winter’s            

temperatures.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The four (minimum) Monday night meal volunteers donate one to two hours of time –     
4:30-5:30 or a little longer. 

 Cooking pasta, depending on the amount required, one or two volunteers contribute       
potentially two to three hours one day per week. The day is flexible Monday thru Saturday. 

 Assembling the meals requires two to three volunteers for two to three hours, usually on 
Sunday after church but can be Saturday or early afternoon on Monday. 

 Contact Patty Harmon at the First English Lutheran Church office – (262) 473-5076 or   
Margie Hammerl at the Congregational UCC office – (262) 473-4101 to help with prep   
and/or serving. 

 
We serve any person who comes to the door during serving time and do not limit the number of 
carry outs unless we have exhausted the supply of prepared meals.  
 
Thank you all, members of First English Lutheran Church and the Congregational UCC, for 
your continued support and prayers. “If we serve only one person, we take comfort knowing we 
helped one person by providing a meal or meals.” 
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Memorial Day 
 

Is it enough to think today 

Of all our brave, then put away 

The thought until a year has sped? 

Is this full honor for our dead? 

  

Is it enough to sing a song 

And deck a grave; and all year long 

Forget the brave who died that we 

Might keep our great land proud and free? 

  

Full service needs a greater toll, 

That we who live give heart and soul 

To keep the land they died to save, 

And be ourselves, in turn, the brave! 

—Annette Wynne 
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Creation-wide Praise Chorus 
 

“All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing!” These words — 

just one paraphrase of a text by St. Francis of Assisi — seem a fitting description of 

springtime, when leaves and flowers pop out afresh, birdsong is heard again and      

hibernating animals emerge from dens and burrows, many with new babies in tow. 

Psalm 148 may have served as inspiration for Francis, calling not only “young men and 

women alike, old and young together” (v. 12, NRSV), but also animals and birds, wind 

and water, mountains and trees, to praise the Lord. James L. Mays writes: “We human 

beings … should recognize that we are in the list with all the creation and creatures as 

creature and creation ourselves. We are in our obligation to praise no different from 

and no more than all the rest.” 

When you head outside on a bright spring day, notice what praise looks like in       

nonhuman form and how it sounds from nonhuman voices. How can we best join “all 

creatures of our God and King” in worship? 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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Worship Information 
 Website:  felcww.org 

 Facebook:   

     https://www.facebook.com/ FELCYOUTH  

 Cable Channel 990:  Daily 9:00am and 

 12:00pm  

 Parking Lot Services:  Every Sunday in April 

 and May 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FELCYOUTH

