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Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
HYMN

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

#369

Kyrie

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord. Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend, gracious Lord.

AMEN.

Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2
1

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the
word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3we declare to you
what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these
things so that our joy may be complete.
5

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while
we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
2:1

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the
whole world.
HYMN

O Sons and Daughters Of the King

Verses 1,5,8

5
When Thomas first the tidings heard,
that they had seen the risen Lord,
he doubted the disciples' word.
Alleluia!

8
How blest are they who have not seen,
and yet whose faith has constant been,
for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia!

Gospel: John 20:19-31
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”
24

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him,
“My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
SERMON
PRAISE SONG

The River is Here

Verse 1
Down the mountain the river flows, and it brings refreshing where ever it goes
Through the valleys and over the fields, the river is rushing and the river is here
Chorus
The River of God sets our feet a-dancing, The river of God fills our hearts with cheer
The river of God fills out mouths with laughter, And we rejoice for the river is here

Verse 2
The river of God is teeming with life, and all who touch it can be revived
Those who linger on this river’s shore, will come back thirsting for more of the Lord
Chorus
Verse 3
Up to the mountain we love to go, to find the presence of the Lord
Along the banks of the river we run, we dance with laughter giving praise to the Son
Chorus
Offering Prayer
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our
lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
Loving Savior, it is all too easy for us to begin to doubt. The world proves to us
continually that lies and deceit are everywhere. Help us to see, and to believe, that in
you we may find truth and everlasting hope. Help us to believe and trust in you. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Loving father, as we continue to celebrate the resurrection of our savior, Jesus Christ,
help us to be bearers of his good news of salvation to all the world. Let others see in our
lives and actions the love and forgiveness we have found in you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We are being blessed with an early spring this year. We give thanks for the work that
people are able to do in the fields, on construction sites and highways, and in our yards.
Continue to bless us with favorable weather this year. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With the spring comes an eagerness to be done with school, an eagerness to be outside
working, traveling and being with others. As we look for the end of this pandemic help
us to be patient as we move into greater community, that we all may be safe and healthy.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
People are still getting sick, needing surgery and contending with more life challenging
conditions. Send them your healing Spirit. People are looking for new directions and
new hope in their lives. Send them your guiding Spirit. People remember and grieve
loved ones lost. Send them your comforting Spirit. Hear us as we share the people
and needs on our hearts today. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your neverending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
We pray together the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us:
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.
Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord
Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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