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We grow together in faith to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ  
and to serve God and neighbor. 

"PRAY FOR STUDENTS, TEACHERS, PARENTS, SCHOOL   
WORKERS, AND...." 

 
As the new school year starts in this uncertain and anxious time of COVID-19, 
I want to ask you to pray for all students, teachers, parents, grandparents,  
administrators and school workers.  Pray for elementary, middle, & high schools, 
and universities, especially UW-Whitewater.  Pray for those doing virtual learning 
and teaching (including parents), those in-person, and those doing a hybrid.      
Support students, parents, and teachers; speak up for them; be compassionate and 
understanding in light of the difficult decisions they are making in this very         
challenging time.  It is important to give priority to student and employee 
health.  Watching the public health situation will be important in coming 
weeks and months. Flexibility and adaptability is crucial.  Being committed to 
practices to stay well yourself and to keep others well is essential. 
 
Churches, too, are navigating uncharted waters.  We are grateful to our          
Re-Gathering Task Force for shaping guidelines for a gradual process of gathering 
in lower-risk ways.  That does not yet include in-person worship in the building.  As I 
write this, the Worship and Music committee has planned a Contactless Parking Lot 
Service (CPLS) for Sunday, August 30 at 7:00 p.m.  Our worship services will    
continue online, on our website:  firstenglishlutheranchurch.360unite.com     They 
are also on the local access TV station 990--at 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon each day. 
The Wisconsin Council Churches (WCC), which represents 1,000,000 members 
of over 2,000 congregations, did a survey and found that about 75% of               
congregations are doing only online (and some outdoor) worship at this time.  They 
recommend continuing online (and some lower-risk outdoor) worship only.  I 
am so grateful and proud of all our online worship leaders and participants. 

http://firstenglishlutheranchurch.360unite.com/
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We long to return to what we know, to re-enter our buildings, and so we  
evaluate what modifications we can take to lower the risks.  We wish we could 
control the chaos.  We are in exile from our feeling of normalcy and              
security.  We realize we are not in control.  We need to keep depending on 
God's grace and promises, as God's people in the past did, in our pandemic 
exile.  What is God calling you to nurture in yourself in this time?  How can we 
continue to care for the well-being of the entire community?  Can we continue to 
love our neighbors and ourselves with the same kind of faith and hope of our     
ancestors who were also delayed in their journeys? 
 
Confirmation classes will be online this fall--on Wednesdays from 5:30--6:30 
p.m., starting on Sept. 16. We will meet on Zoom.  I will be the lead teacher, with 
assistance from many others.  We will use our regular "Faith Inkubators"           
curriculum, adapted for online use, starting with learning the story and message of 
the Old Testament.  Following the recommendation of the WCC, Sunday School 
for ages 4-K---6th graders, will start online in October, after we have more   
data about the back-to-school season.  This will give parents and volunteers 
space to sort out the beginning of the school year before starting a new year 
of Christian education for our youngest learners. 
 
The work of the church continues during the pandemic.  Worship leaders   
prepare worship in creative ways.  The choir plans to rehearse in their cars in the 
parking lot.  The Quilters have continued to make quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief.  School kits will be assembled. Committees and other groups have been 
meeting on Zoom.  Education leaders plan learning events for children and 
youth.  Members call and e-mail and text others to show their care and to stay  
connected.  (Please e-mail me anytime-- pastorsteveww@gmail.com  --or call 
me any time at (608)354-2058.) Many work at the Food Pantry and Community 
Space (or give donations) to provide for those in need.  The Synod met in        
assembly (virtually) on August 29 to carry on the work of the wider church. 
 
And you continue to support the work of the church with your prayers and 
your time and your financial support.  Thank you for sending your offerings 
to the church!  The ongoing ministries of the church depend on your gifts. 
 
God is with you!  God is with us! 
 
In Christ's love, 

 
 
 

Pastor Steve 

mailto:pastorsteveww@gmail.com
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SPECIAL DONATIONS NEEDED FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 
Our congregation has been committed to the ministries of Lutheran World Re-
lief (LWR) for decades.  LWR is one of the great arms of mercy in the 
world.  Our faithful and dedicated Women's Quilting Group (the Quilters) make 
quilts year-round to send to countries and people in need through-out the 
world, through LWR.  Many other women sponsor School Kits, Personal Care 
Kits, and Baby Care Kits, other ministries of LWR, to help people in need in the 
developing world. We are so grateful to the women of our church who donate 
so much time and energy and effort to making quilts and putting together kits 
for LWR.  We are grateful for what many are doing now to prepare for shipping 
quilts and kits.  Their service and dedication to this important mission are won-
derful and inspiring! 
 
As some of you know, the huge explosion in Beirut on August 4 destroyed 
about 47,000 Lutheran World Relief (LWR) quilts and kits.  The monetary value 
was about $623,000, not to mention the untold hours of love and work put into 
them.  LWR is asking for additional monetary donations at this time, to help re-
place some of what was lost in the Beirut explosion.   Please consider a special 
gift, over and above your regular giving.  You can make checks out to FELC, 
with LWR written on the memo line. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS! 

In This Issue 

• Pastor’s Message  1-2 

• LWR Special Donation 3 

• Regathering Task Force 4 

• WELCA Update  5 

• Lutheran World Relief  

    Appeal   6 

• Community Meals  7 

• Youth Pages  8-9 

• CROP Walk  10-11 
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Greetings FELC From the Regathering Taskforce! 
 
The Task Force was charged to create a “plan” for the Church Council and staff to use in 
guiding the re-gathering of our Congregation physically while we gather virtually and in our 
hearts. The Task Force focused on making our recommendations that are informed, practi-
cal, inclusive, and flexible to respond in these changing times. 
 
The Council has established a review group to review future requests, plans and to monitor 
gating criteria for the Church Council. The Review Group is made up of Pastor Steve, Barb 
Penington, myself, and 1 member that served on the Task Force. Any activity/meeting related 
to FELC needs to submit a plan of sorts for the Group to review. The plan can be emailed to 
Tammy Hedrick, Office Manager (secretaryfelcww@gmail.com ) OR use the form found 
here: https://forms.gle/QBP7xqRi8qv1UWNz9 Once it is reviewed you'll be contacted with 
feedback/approval. 
 
Thank you for all that you do to "walk" the love and word of our Lord and Church 
Blessings - 
Jan 
 
 
Please keep in mind from the report: 
  FELC SHARED VALUES: 

∆     We are all called by God to responsibly love of our neighbors and protecting 
the most vulnerable. 
∆     That all voices are equally valued and included. All are welcome at FELC. 
∆     The plan prioritizes the reduction of risk of infection of members, staff and 
guests. 

  
FELC CONGREGATIONAL EXPECTATIONS: 
        All members of the Church and Visitors are expected to: 

1.     Acknowledge that the virus is an uncertain thing and that our participa-
tion of any kind of FELC activities is voluntary and at our own risk/choice.  
2.     Wear a face covering, maintaining 6ft physical distance from one an-
other and use hand sanitizer while on church property/buildings. 
3.     Always “Sign in” when they visit Church property. 
4.     Schedule the use of church property with the Office Manager at least 3 days 
in advance before entering the space. 
5.     Graciously remind one another of safety expectations and to comply without 
malice or disrespect. 
6.     Seek to support social interaction as each individual determines what is 
best for them and their situation. We will inquire and be sensitive to the needs of 
others. 
7.     To share with Pastor Steve or Office Manager Tammy Hedrick, knowing 
that their identity will be protected as much as possible, if they have a positive 
test result for COVID-19 or exposure. 
8.     If members have had a COVID test and are waiting for results, they will stay 
off church property and not participate at in-person activities. 

http://(secretaryfelcww@gmail.com/
https://forms.gle/QBP7xqRi8qv1UWNz9
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Women of the ELCA (WELCA) News! 

 
         ONLINE Silent Auction 
 
In the past, the basket silent auction has always been a suc-

cessful component of the Harvest Family Fun Fair.  This year, we will be conducting 
it ONLINE using “32 auctions.”  We will still need your help in donating baskets. This 
auction has raised as much as $2800 for local and world relief organizations in the 
past.   

Some suggestions for gift baskets:  Barbecue, Car Care, Wine,  Ground 
Beef, Taste of Germany, Green Bay Packers, Sniffles, Homemade pie, All 
things Chocolate, Movie Theme, Munchies, Gardening, etc.  
 
You are not restricted to creating a basket from suggestions provided. 
Think outside of the box and create using your own theme.  We will gladly 
take any donation that would help raise money for the Harvest Family Fun 
Fair ONLINE Silent Auction.  Please include the following information on a 
3”x5” index card: Title of the basket, your name, a value of the bas-
ket, and the contents in the basket. Items can be placed in any presenta-
ble container. 
 
Please contact Sonja Kipper (920-728-1161) or Patty Harmon (262-949-
8116) to let us know that you are committed to helping with this year’s bas-
ket donation.  Baskets can be dropped off at Janna Smith's house, 919 W. 
Charles St., Whitewater, WI 53190 (262-215-6892 or 
smithjanna55@gmail.com.  Please call to arrange a time for drop off. 
 

Our time frame will be different than in the past.  We will need your basket dona-
tion between September 15th and 30th.  This will allow us time to take photos and 
set up the auction.  Our plan is to have the auction begin ONLINE on October 10th 
and close on October 31st.  More exact times will be in the October First Light, in-
cluding instructions on how to find the auction ONLINE and how to place bids.  If 
you are a highest bidder for a basket, you will be able to pick it up at the back 
church door (in the alley) on the day of the Harvest Family Fun Fair, November 7th. 
 
Many thanks in advance for participating in this ONLINE Silent Auction.  
 
In addition, WELCA is developing a proposal for a possible Christkindlmarket 
style 2020 Harvest Family Fun Fair as an outside event this year in the church 
parking lot on November 7, 2020.   
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF APPEAL 

Many of us were very saddened to learn of the major loss of quilts, school kits, baby care and 

personal care kits in the explosion and fire in the Beirut, Lebanon harbor on August 4, 2020.  

The items were to be used for the poorest families and refugees from Syria and Palestine.  They 

were valued at more than $60,000.  Read the full story at lwr.org website under news. 

There are many ways to help.  Cash donations to Lutheran World Relief will allow the organiza-

tion to direct funds to the proper officials. 

First English Lutheran Church members and WELCA have donated kits and quilts to LWR for 

many years and we will be shipping our donations on Sept. 26,2020.  We still have several 

weeks to add to the donations. 

ITEMS TO DONATE 

*NEW OR GENTLY USED CLEAN BLANKETS 

*ONE SCHOOL KIT CONTAINS-4 notebooks (70 sheets) NO LOOSE SHEETS, 1 ruler (with 

both centimeters and inches), 1 blunt scissors, 1 pencil sharpener, 5 unsharpened #2 pencils, 5 

black or blue ball point pens (NO GEL INK), 1 eraser, 1 box of crayons (16 or 24), 1 sturdy cloth 

bag 

*ITEMS FOR BABY CARE KITS OR PERSONAL CARE KITS (see lwr.org website (under quilts 

and kits) 

*FABRIC OR GENTLY USED CLEAN BED SHEETS –WILL BE USED BY FELC QUILTERS 

TO MAKE QUILTS 

***ALL of these donated items can be delivered to the home of Steve and Janna Smith –919 W. 
Charles St. in Whitewater.  Thank you for helping to give the message of loving concern to 
these needy CHILDREN OF GOD.     

 

 

2019 LWR QUILTS DISPLAYED IN CHURCH TO BE BLESSED BEFORE BEING SHIPPED.  
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Dear Supporters of the Campus & Community Meal,  
  
 
We invite those interested in helping prepare and/or hand out the To-Go 
spaghetti meals to contact Patty Harmon through the FELC office at 
262.473.5076.  Details are still in development. 
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HOW TO CREATE A SUNFLOWER          

(from Youth Message 8/16) 

You will need:                 

*green paper for the leaves and stem 

* yellow and orange paper for the strips of blossom 

* a paper towel tube to create 3d stem (optional) 

* several fluted coffee filters and/or white construction paper for outer circle, 2 or 

more for   strength; brown paper for center circle 

* scissors, glue, stapler, a green marker 

How to make it:  

1 – Cut lots of yellow and orange strips, thin or wide about 3 in long 

2 - Cut a long green rectangle for stem (about 2x12), add some detail marks to it 

with marker  

     Cut out 5 green ovals for the leaves.  Write “Talk to God every day”, “Be Kind”, 

“Follow God’s     rules”, “Share” and any others you like (Say thanks? Read the Bi-

ble?), one on each leaf. 

      Glue the leaves to the stem.    Continued on next page 
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3 - Attach the stem to the paper towel tube with a stapler or glue stick 

4- Cut a 3” circle from brown paper for the GOD center. Add GOD with the marker, use 

designs or words. Glue the filters and the circles together. Glue on the GOD center. 

Attach complete center to the stem with stapler, squeezing the tube top together is 

easiest. OR glue on to flat stem, but not too high so it stays up straight. 

And then…. 

Every time you remember to pray, to use kindness in responding to others, to share, 

when you follow God’s rules (like honor your parents, tell the truth etc) and 

more…..ADD A BLOSSOM STRIP to the head of the sunflower.  Before too long, your 

sunflower will be in full bloom and your heart will be too.       

Karil Bilgen  FELC Youth and Family Ministry 

YOUTH CONFERENCE 2022 
SAVE THE DATE!! 
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Restructured – Virtual 30
th

 Whitewater CROP Hunger Walk  
Ends Sunday, October 4 

 
The pandemic has not stopped the 30th Whitewater CROP Hunger Walk, but we 
have had to restructure the event by changing to a Virtual format.  The Walk is now 
totally Virtual allowing the Walkers to start their journey when and where they 
choose before October 4, 2020.  All Walkers are to register online at 
www.crophungerwalk.org/whitewaterwi.   
 
To promote their enthusiasm, participants can use Facebook to showcase photos or 
videos of their individual walks and to invite family and friends to virtually join 
them on a specific day and time to “walk together though apart”.  The “Resources” 
tab on our site has a handy guide to setting up Facebook Fundraising specific to 
CWS and the Whitewater CROP Hunger Walk. 
 
Church World Service is urging the local committees to strongly encourage dona-
tions be made via the secure site, www.crophungerwalk.org/whitewaterwi.  We 
are, however, anticipating some Walkers turning in envelopes with Donor Tracking 
Sheets along with the collected checks and potential cash [see #3 below].  There 
are Donor Envelopes for walkers available by contacting First English Lutheran 
Church office at 262-473-5076, however, it is sufficient to use a #10 envelope print-
ed with:  Walk Name/Whitewater CROP Hunger Walk, Walk Date/October 4, 2020, 
Congregation-School-Organization/NAME, WALKER’S NAME, ADDRESS, EMAIL and 
PHONE NUMBER.   
 
The Donor Tracking Sheets and a Church World Service CROP Walk Waiver docu-
ments are attached.  (If registered online, completing the Waiver document is not 
necessary.) 
 
To adhere to COVID-19 physical distancing guidelines, for collecting Donor Tracking 
Sheets and the corresponding donations, we have several options listed here in the 
order of preference: 
 
 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/whitewaterwi
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/whitewaterwi
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Make ALL donations via the secure site at “crophungerwalk.org/whitewaterwi”. 
Non-electronic donations:  Make checks payable to “CWS/CROP”.  
On October 4, between 12:30 and 2:00 pm, the committee members (following the 

rules of physical distancing) will be at the Starin Park parking lot collecting dona-
tions and Donor Envelopes in a drop off/drive-thru protocol as well as to say 
"THANK YOU" to participants. 

Prior to October 4, completed envelopes with checks or cash donations along with 
corresponding Donor Tracking Form can be put in the secure mailbox at the Con-
gregational UCC Church, 133 South Franklin Street, Whitewater, WI 53190.  

 

Now that the 30th Whitewater CROP Hunger Walk is Virtual, we will not have a send-
off or an end-of-walk celebration.   
 
Questions, contact Patty Harmon at 262.949.8116. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/whitewaterwi
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