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We grow together in faith to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ  
and to serve God and neighbor. 

"GOD'S OWN PEOPLE"  

"But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in or-
der that you may proclaim the mighty acts of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light."  (I Peter 2:9)  

We are "God's own people," called to proclaim God's mighty acts of love through Jesus 
Christ.  We are called to participate in the light-giving and life-giving work of God in the 
world.  Even when the buildings have been closed, the church is never closed, 

because the church is God's people.   

I am so impressed by you, the people of God at First English Lutheran Church, as 
we all respond to this new situation of the pandemic.  Thank you for praying with 
and caring for your families; reading the Bible; worshipping with our church family 
online or watching the church TV services; using our Facebook page resources; work-
ing faithfully (whether in public or from home); giving offerings to support the church, to 
feed the hungry and to support ministries in our community and world; attending church 
meetings and groups on Zoom and conference calls; e-mailing, texting and telephoning 
others, especially those who feel isolated or alone; staying home or taking all necessary 
precautions when you go out, to care for the health of others as well as yourself.  You 
are God's own people, living out your faith in these uncertain times.  May the 

Lord encourage and strengthen you!  

I want to tell you some of what we are planning for the coming weeks and 
months.  Our pre-recorded worship services will continue, both on our website--
 firstenglishlutheranchurch.360.unite.com  --  and broadcast on the local TV station 990-
-at 9:00 a.m and 12:00 noon each day.   

http://firstenglishlutheranchruch.360.unite.com/
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Our Re-Gathering Task Force has been meeting and making plans. Thank you to 
all who submitted or sent in your "re-gathering surveys". The intent was to include eve-
ryone, but if you did not see the survey, please contact our Office Manager, Tammy, 
at: secretaryfelcww@gmail.com   The 8-person Task Force is chaired by Jan Bilgen.    

The Task Force starts with focusing on our shared values:  responsible love for 
our neighbors, caring for the most vulnerable, valuing and including all voices, 
and prioritizing the reduction of risk for members, staff and guests.  Those core 
values, along with the advice of public health and wider church officials, guide deliber-
ations. The Task Force is considering 5 areas:  (a) Physical Space, (b) Staffing, 
(c) Outreach, (d) Worship, and (5) Communication.  For each area they will         
follow the IPFI process:  Inform (liability, safety, congregational input).                                      
Practical (logistics and costs); Flexibility (review; increase/decrease limita-
tions); Inclusiveness (check to make sure plan is inclusive of all).  Thank you all for 
your prayerful support of this process.  

We will not be going back to the way things were before.  We will be going for-
ward to something new, flexible, and changing, focussing on what is most es-
sential, giving priority to lowering health risks and loving our neighbors respon-
sibly.  The Re-Gathering Task Force, with approval of the Church Council, will have a 
number of modifcations and congregational safety expectations to lower the risks as 
we begin to re-gather in the building.  These will include physical distancing, face cov-
erings, and signing-in when entering the building.  Capacity will be limited to reduce 
risk.  Those who choose not to re-gather physically will be respected and affirmed, and 
we will seek to include them in other ways.  What is the timeline?  We are not 
sure.  After the Church Council adopts the plan, there will be a 3-week minimum 

preparation time before moving forward with limited use.   

The staff will continue to work remotely with limited non-over-lapping time on 
church grounds, with the exception of our Facilities Manager.  The Office Manag-
er will coordinate Zoom meetings and groups and, along with the Facilities Manager, 
coordinate scheduling and access to the church buildings.   Programming and out-
reach ministries that support the spiritual and social needs of the congregation 
will follow guidelines and seek to include virtual/remote participation whenever 
possible, to include those who are not physically present.  Participant health and 
reducing risk of infection is most important.  We will continue and develop online fel-
lowship and educational events.  

The Task Force will be discussing youth and education ministries, as well as 
worship, and we will communicate plans with the congregation after these have 
been approved by the Church Council.  We all miss being with each other, and we 
are all frustrated by the limitations the pandemic has imposed on us.   

mailto:secretaryfelcww@gmail.com
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SPECIAL HUNGER OFFERING  

Thank you for giving to our Special Offering to help those who are hungry or 
suffering financially at this time.   Over $2000 had been donated by the end of 
June. This special offering will continue. You can make checks out to "First 
English Lutheran Church," mark "hunger" on the memo line, and mail them to 
the church.  These donations will be given (in equal portions) to the White-
water Food Pantry, Community Space (food ministry in  Whitewater), and the 
ELCA Hunger Appeal.  $450 was also given to the Food Pantry in April and May. 

We are grateful for your support of our careful process and your patience.  Thank you 
for your faithful financial support for FELC during this time:  checks can be 

mailed to the church.  

Our South-Central Synod of Wisconsin has twice postponed the annual assembly 
because of the pandemic.  We will be gathering in an all-virtual assembly 
on Saturday, August 29.  In addition to other business, we will elect a new bishop.  I 
will attend, along with three other members of the congregaton:  Harry and Barb Pen-
ington, and Shelly Black.  

Feel free to call me anytime.  I am praying for you.  God is with you.  God is with 

us.  

Yours in Christ,  

 

Pastor Steve  
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Harvest Family Fun Fair (WELCA at FELC)  

Our Harvest Family Fun Fair is still scheduled for November 7
th
, 2020, but it 

may look very different this year – possibly an outdoor Christkindlmar-
ket?!  (Think Farmer’s Market in the Church parking lot late afternoon/early 
evening)   One change that is happening is that our Silent Auction will become 
an online auction.  Many of you have donated a basket in the past.  We are 
still working out the details, dates, and directions and they will be in the Sep-
tember First Light.  Please note that with an online auction, the baskets will 
need to be assembled and received much earlier than at our previous Harvest 
Family Fun Fairs.  Please start thinking about what you might like to do-
nate.  We are patterning our auction after one given this past March by the 
Rotary Club of Whitewater.  Please check out their website for basket ide-
as.  https://www.32auctions.com/organizations/49875/auctions/75649?t=all  

Dear Supporters of the Campus & Community Meal,  
  
The free Monday night spaghetti meal will return after the Covid-19 restrictions 
are lifted for the Whitewater community and necessary modifications and pre-
cautions have been implemented. In the meantime, the Committee is looking at 
alternatives for serving the spaghetti dinner in preparation for the return of stu-
dents and community but still maintaining necessary physical distancing. Right 
now, carry outs with pick up outside the church are proposed. Not having a reg-
ular self-serve line will require a shift in "job descriptions" for the seasoned vol-
unteers.  However, some may not return, which will create the need for new 
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider participating in this fun and rewarding 
community service.  
  
If you need more information, contact Patty through the First English Lutheran 
Church office - 262-473-5076, or Margie through the Congregational UCC of-
fice - 262-473-4101. 
  
Blessings and thank you for your ongoing support! 
  
The C&CM Committee 
Patty Harmon 

https://www.32auctions.com/organizations/49875/auctions/75649?t=all
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Whitewater's 30th CROP Hunger Walk – You Can Walk Now! 

  
No time like the present! The Whitewater CROP Hunger Walk starts NOW as a Virtual 
Walk and will conclude on Sunday, October 4th.  Between 12:30-2:00 PM, with masks 
on and observing the appropriate physical distance, the committee will be in the parking 
lot at Starin Park where you can drop off your donation envelopes. If you wish, you can 
top off the 65-day event by finishing with a walk throughout the Park. No closing cele-
bration for this year.  
 
There are two ways to register for the Walk. 

1. Request a “donation envelope” by calling the church office at 262-473-5076 or 
emailing secretaryfelcww@gmail.com.  

 
      2.   Register online (which is preferred) at:    
            http://www.crophungerwalk.org/whitewaterwi 

Click on "Register" in the row above our banner then fill in the fields required in 
Steps 1-4. You can create your own team as well. Once registered, spread the 
word to family and friends that you are walking to raise funds for our local food 
pantries as well as for the Church World Service programs striving for sustaina-
ble change to exist in the lives of countless brothers and sisters across the 
globe. Of the total collected from our Walk, 25 percent stays in Whitewater.  

 
Donations can easily and securely be made online (to minimize the spread of any virus) 
or make your check payable to First English Lutheran Church, noting on the memo line 
“CWS/CROP”, then mail to FELC, 401 West Main Street, Whitewater, WI 53190.  
 
The year 2020 has been financially challenging for everyone. Any size donation is ap-
preciated. Let us make this a true community project and reach out to as many people 
as possible collecting whatever is affordable. Strategies: Organize a team at work. En-
courage a business to establish a team. Schedule a date and time to walk with family 
members and friends, near and far. Be creative.  
  
With 100 registered Walkers each with 10 supporters donating $10 each, the White-
water CROP Hunger Walk will reach $10,000! 
 
For an update on our global support through Church World Service, and in particular the 

response of our programs worldwide to COVID-19, please visit:  https://cwsglobal.org/
responding-to-coronavirus-worldwide/.  
 

mailto:secretaryfelcww@gmail.com
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/whitewaterwi
https://cwsglobal.org/responding-to-coronavirus-worldwide/
https://cwsglobal.org/responding-to-coronavirus-worldwide/
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School Kit Bags 

Calling all seamstresses!!  Lutheran World Relief is 

making school kit bags.  Anyone who likes to sew is 

welcome to contribute!  For more information about 

fabric and instructions, please contact Gayle Stettler 

at 608-449-3799 

Precision-crafted by the Master 
All around us, miracles happen and God empowers life, thanks to exacting conditions. We 
know of caterpillars and butterflies, but did you know about these details shared by Gayle 
Boss in Wild Hope (Paraclete)? 
 
“For about a month each female [monarch butterfly] plants four hundred or so eggs. … 
Ninety-nine in a hundred … perish. But on the third day, from the one remaining, a cater-
pillar the size of a rice grain breaks. 
 
“She devours the egg casing, then the milkweed leaves beneath her feet. In those leaves is 
a steroid that makes her body brightly striped — and toxic to her predators. Ravenous, she 
eats milkweed unceasingly for twelve days, bulging her skin to splitting. Five skins later, 
two thousand times her birthweight, she stops. ... 
 
“Crawling to a suitable twig or ledge, she hangs head down, shaping herself into a question 
mark. One last time her skin falls away. This new one is not a soft, stripy, caterpillar skin 
but a polished, jade-green shell studded with a gold tiara. 
 
“Because she is enclosed and still, changes that had already begun within her wormlike 
body erupt outward. Wings! Long, delicate legs! After twelve days in the chrysalis she is a 

new creature.” Praise God!  
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 Harvest Family Fun Fair—Artisan Showcase 
 
Doreen L. Turner Marquart 
 
Doreen, daughter of Luther and Evelyn Turner, was baptized, confirmed, and married 
at First English Lutheran Church.  She began knitting when she was 9 years old and 
also learned how to crochet.  She and her husband, Gordon, were 4-H leaders for 
many years and raised 3 sons.  Doreen had a knitting booth in the commercial building 
at the Walworth County Fair for many years.   
 
From its meager start in a converted 1 ½ car garage to its present 1,200 square foot 
custom built structure, Needles ‘n Pins Yarn Shoppe is the largest store in the area that 
is devoted exclusively to the needs of knitters and crocheters.  The business opened in 
1993 and in its 26th year.  You can find her Needles ‘n Pins Yarn Shoppe on County A 
(HWY 89 curve) south of Whitewater, near the Duck Inn.   

Doreen is certified as a Master Knitter through both The Knitting Guild Association of 
America and the Canadian Guild of Knitters.  She likes to create designs and has pub-
lished at least 6 pattern books. 
 
Gordon and Doreen have 7 grandchildren.  In one of her books, “Grammy’s Favorite 
Knits for Baby,” you can find a picture of their eldest granddaughter, Addison, modeling 
a Cupcake Cutie Cap. 
 
 

 

Sandra Rønning Bachmann Nehring 

Sandy grew up in rural Decorah, Iowa, a center for Norwegian-American culture.  Her 
maiden name, Rønning, means ‘clearing’ in Norwegian.  She met and married Kay 
Bachmann, a Luther College student.  His first teaching job was in Whitewater, Wiscon-
sin. 
 
The couple had 4 children.  Sadly, Kay died after 27 years of marriage.  Sandy later 
married Ken Nehring.  They will be married 30 years this year.  She enjoyed working 
with earthenware and began a business in 1974 called, ‘Sandy’s Ceramics.’  She gave 
lessons on making and painting ceramics. 
 
Sandy has made a ceramic piece or set each year for the Harvest Family Fun Fair.  
This year, Sandy has made Norwegian Nisser.  A Nisse is a mischievous creature re-
sponsible for the protection and welfare of the farmstead.  Sandy made 3 different 
Nisser for the raffle:  a Badger Nisse, a Packer Nisse, and a Brewer Nisse. 
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https://www.facebook.com/FELCYOUTH

