
1 

Welcome Hymn: 377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 
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Opening Hymn: 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful  
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Service of the Word 
Introit Ps. 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Ps. 2:7 

 
I will tell of | the decree:* 

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.” 

The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 

the world and those who | dwell therein. 

Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?* 

And who shall stand in his | holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 

who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 

He will receive blessing | from the LORD* 

and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will tell of | the decree:* 

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.” 

 

Kyrie  
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” 

is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
  

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew our Synodical President and Lee our district president, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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A For the President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect 

us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 

who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord 

great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 

times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

   

 

   

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 

sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through  the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High  

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

Please be seated 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol 

or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 
13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary 

my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual  

 Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a 

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*  

and the government shall be upon his | shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a | new song,* 

for he has done | marvelous things! 

 

Epistle 1 John  4:7–16 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 

God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In 

this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 

that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 

to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his 

love is perfected in us. 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 

14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we 

have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides 

in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn of the Day: 384 Of the Father's Love Begotten  
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 

27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 

name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 

you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 

to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 

his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
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month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary 

said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 

angel departed from her. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Hymn: 356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–7 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
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Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while 

they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Hymn: 364 Away in a Manger  

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 2:8–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city 
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of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  Public domain 
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:15–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 

child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 

all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn: 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem  
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Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 

divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his 

name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 

called his name Jesus. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 

in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness 

about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness 

about the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, 

and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 

flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, 

“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 

me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only 

God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Sermon 
 

Please rise 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P We thank you, dear Lord Jesus that on this night you and by Your Incarnation, you assure us 

that sin, death, and Hell are not our destiny nor essential to our nature, but that we may live in 

hope. You are working even now through us to shine light into darkness. You will finally 

restore us and all creation on Your great and glorious day when the New Heaven and New 

Earth shine forth the image of your divine and human natures perfectly once again. 
 

As our families gather in this holy season of our Savior’s birth, give to us patience that we 

may be slow to judge and quick to forgive. Give to the lonely the comfort of Your presence 

and help us to extend to them the welcome of our homes and the friendship of Your grace. 

Make us mindful of those less fortunate, who celebrate this blessed feast in poverty and want. 

Teach us to be generous in the care of those in need and to cheerfully return to You the tithes 

and offerings of a grateful heart. Accept with these offerings the living sacrifice of our bodies 

to Your service and our voices in praise and thanksgiving. 
 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Offering 
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Hymn: 363 Silent Night, Holy Night  

 

 

 
 

1g Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 

Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, 

    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.  

 

2g Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Hirten erst kundgemacht, 

Durch der Engel Halleluja 

Tönt es laut von fern und nah: 

    Christ, der Retter, ist da, 

    Christ, der Retter, ist da! 

 

3g Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Gottes Sohn, o wie lacht 

Lieb aus deinem göttlichen Mund, 

Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund, 

    Christ, in deiner Geburt, 

    Christ, in deiner Geburt. 

 

 1s ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor! 

Todo duerme en derredor. 

Entre los astros que esparcen su luz, 

bella anunciando al niñito Jesús 

    brilla la estrella de paz, 

    brilla la estrella de paz. 

 

2s ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor! 

Oye humilde el fiel pastor 

coros celestes que anuncian salud, 

gracias y glorias en gran plenitud, 

    por nuestro buen Redentor, 

    por nuestro buen Redentor. 

 

3s ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor! 

Ved qué bello resplandor 

luce en el rostro del niño Jesús 

en el pesebre, del mundo la luz, 

    astro de eterno fulgor, 

    astro de eterno fulgor
 

Public domain 
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Collect  

P  O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 

that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness 

of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Hymn: 387 Joy to the World  

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

To Our Guests: 

      The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Faith in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord, as He says, 

gives not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sin. In joyful 

obedience to the clear teaching of our Lord Jesus those are invited to His table who trust His words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. They show forth His death until He 

comes. Because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

and so are unable to receive the Sacrament are invited to meditate on God's Word in the distribution hymns and 

pray for the day when divisions will have ceased. 
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Confession and Absolution 
Please rise 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation  

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Parishioners observe a moment of silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination, 

perhaps using the Ten Commandments to examine specific sins committed in thought, word, and 

deed. 

 

Confession of Sins  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

 

Absolution  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant 

us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true 

faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and 

blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the 

boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He 

saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive 

the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His 

salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute 

them to those who come to receive. 
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The Dismissal  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Please rise 

 
Post-Communion Hymn: 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 

have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 

Benedicamus  

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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