
WHAT IS PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY? 

Origin of Progressive Christianity 

In keeping with our “reformed and reforming” identity, we have embraced a 
movement that began in 2006 called Progressive Christianity.  The movement 
was a part of a larger movement called “the emerging church.” At the heart of these 
movements was the desire to articulate a way of being Christian that was an 
alternative to the Christian faith portrayed in the public realm. The leaders of 
Progressive Christianity had grown weary of defining their Christian faith in 
negative terms: “We aren’t fundamentalists. We don’t believe the Bible is the 
inerrant or infallible word of God. We don’t agree that Creationism should 
replace the science of evolution in public schools. We don’t believe that God 
hates gays. We don’t believe that people of other faiths are going to hell 
unless they convert to Christianity. We don’t deny the right of women to choose 
what happens to their bodies.” 

Biblical Foundation 

The Bible is read at every one of our progressive Christian worship services and is 
the foundation of our beliefs, faith, and values. 

Progressive Christian Beliefs Are Rooted in Jesus 

We believe in the Trinity:  God the Creator, Jesus the Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit. We believe that Jesus’ commandment to “love one another as I have 
loved you” is foundational. 

We are more comfortable acting on our faith than talking about it.  

Saint Francis of Assisi’s wisdom: “preach the gospel always, and when 
necessary use words” resonates deeply. We believe that Christian faith is a 
journey, not a destination. We think of ourselves as “work in progress” Christians.  

We believe that God’s will and way were revealed in Jesus of Nazareth. We 
believe that the historical Jesus, the Jewish Rabbi carpenter who lived in ancient 
Palestine, became the Christ as his followers encountered him in their midst after 
his earthly death. The Holy Spirit awakened them to the power of Jesus’ presence 
in their midst. Jesus came alive when they trusted that his love, guidance, support, 
comfort and challenge remained with them even though his physical body did not. 
Jesus' life, death and resurrection, provide the inspiration and challenge for us to 
live as followers of Jesus today. 

Our Progressive Beliefs 



1. THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS FOUNDED ON THREE PRIMARY CALLS WE 

SEE THROUGH JESUS;  

To love God, to love our neighbor, and to love ourselves.  

2. THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS OUR WAY OF BEING FAITHFUL TO GOD. BUT 

IT IS NOT THE ONLY WAY. 

Christianity is the truth for us. But it is not the only truth.  

This principle stems from the reality of the 21st century. We share our lives with 
people who are Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist. We experience these people as 
loving and caring by following their religious traditions. To deny that is to deny that 
God can only draw people with one way. That simply isn’t born out in our 
experience. 
 
The power of the Christian faith to transform lives does not require it to be 
exclusively true. Exclusivity is born out of fear. The fear that there is one train to 
God and if you aren’t on the right train, you’ll go to hell. We believe there are many 
trains and God welcomes them all. 

3. LOVE OF GOD INVOLVES ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE, NOT JUST HUMAN 

LIFE. 

Care of the Earth and its ecosystems is an expression of Christian faith and 
stewardship. 

This principle stems from our ever-widening understanding of climate change and 
influence our “carbon footprint” has on the quality of the air, water and soil.  Science 
and religious faith are friends – each informs the other.  Wisdom and insight from 
both are essential for Christian faith. 

4. LOVE OF NEIGHBOR MEANS EXTENDING KINDNESS AND CARE...  

To those in our family and in our local and global communities. 

Further, love of neighbor includes affirmation of the LBGTQ community, 
immigrants, people of other faith traditions and even those who are enemies.  

5. LOVE OF SELF MEANS ENGAGING IN SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES 

Worship, prayer, music, study of the Bible and other literature feeds the mind, 
heart and spirit. 



Love of self also includes giving time for rest, recreation, nurturing friendship,  a 
healthy diet and physical exercise. Love of self requires humility and humor. 

 


