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Bigger Fish to Fry 
 

You know the saying: “We have bigger fish 
to fry.” Of course it basically means that we have 
more important problems to deal with than the one 
that’s getting all the attention at the moment.  

What grabbed everyone’s attention this past 
week? Cecil. An American trophy hunter killed 
Cecil, a famous lion from a national park in 
Zimbabwe, for a sum of $50,000. In case you’ve 
missed it, it’s become a BIG story.  

Cecil’s death was clearly a tragic mistake. 
He was the symbol of a national park, the most 
famous lion in Africa, and part of a scientific study 
though Oxford University. It should never have 
happened. Those who were guiding the American 
trophy hunter should have known better, but it 
seems they had dollar signs in their eyes. The 
American hunter should have known better. I’m not 
against hunting, but speaking personally, I do 
disagree with trophy hunting. I think that animals 
should be killed for a reason—to feed people or to 
protect people & property. Hanging an animal’s 
head on a wall does not seem like a justifiable 
reason to kill it.  

But no matter how you look at this situation, 
people’s reactions have gotten way out of hand. 
National organizations such as PETA have spoken 
out saying that this hunter should be executed for 
killing Cecil! Really? The hunter who killed Cecil is 
remorseful. Cecil was an important lion, but is it 
worth threatening and ruining this man’s life? We 
have “bigger fish to fry” right now than simply 
protesting an American trophy hunter.  

Planned Parenthood, the primary provider 
of abortions in the United States, has also been in 
the headlines. Investigations into Planned 
Parenthood’s practices have revealed that their 
business not only involves killing unborn children in 
the womb, but then turning around to sell the body 
parts and organs of those unborn children to the 
highest bidder. For example, some organs from 
aborted children are being sold for as much as 
$24,000 apiece, despite the fact that the entire 
practice of selling aborted children’s body parts is 
illegal, according to federal law.  

Yet, our federal government funds Planned 
Parenthood to the tune of $500 million dollars 
annually—your tax dollars are being put to use to 
fund this ghastly organization!  What is Planned 

Parenthood’s response to all of this? Silence. 
Denial. Stonewalling. Planned Parenthood is just 
waiting for this news story to disappear and for 
people to stop talking about it.  

Please don’t stop talking about this. Please 
make sure that our elected officials don’t ignore 
this. Please pray for those who work for or with 
Planned Parenthood and for those who have been 
taken advantage of by their business. Please pray 
for people who view children not as a blessing from 
the Lord, but as an inconvenience, burden, or 
source of tissue for illegal experimentation. 

There’s plenty going on internationally these 
days as well. The Islamic State (a.k.a. ISIS or ISIL) 
continues to conquer cities in the Middle East. 
Intelligence officials admit that ISIS is just as strong 
today as it was when the United States began 
airstrikes last year.  

ISIS kills, rapes, destroys, & plunders 
anyone and anything standing in its way. No one on 
the international stage seems willing or able to put 
a stop to this new face of terrorism. Please pray for 
wisdom for leaders around the world. Please pray 
for courage for those who oppose ISIS and other 
terrorists. Please pray for the members of ISIS, that 
they would repent, cease their thirst for their blood, 
and, ultimately, find true peace in Christ. 

Another tragedy that continues to worsen 
(as Jesus clearly said would happen) is the 
treatment of Christian men, women, and children in 
dozens of nations around the world. I would 
encourage you to learn more through the 
organization “Voice of the Martyrs” (VOM) 
(persecution.com) or through the LCMS website 
(lcms.org/socialissues/persecution). (VOM was 
begun by a Romanian Lutheran pastor, Richard 
Wurmbrand, after his long imprisonment under the 
Soviets.)  

Next weekend, we will begin to pray for 
Christians living in places of persecution. We will 
continue to do this weekly. Please include 
persecuted Christians in your personal and family 
prayers. Please thank the Lord for the freedom you 
have to worship the Lord—something that millions 
of Christian people cannot even imagine. 

There’s a LOT of bad news in our broken 
and sin-filled world—and Cecil the lion is just one 
among many more serious tragedies around us. 
Please pray, pray, pray.  And please turn to the 
other side of this page for a bit of good news out of 
Delmont, SD. 


