
 

 

 

 

 

Updated Plan for Re-opening at Faith – June 11, 2020 

 

Introduction: With praise and thanksgiving to the Lord for His continued guidance to our medical 

community, more and more information is being made known about Covid-19. Although still far from 

understanding it completely, we do know more than we did three months ago. To be sure, Covid-19 

remains a dangerous disease for some at particularly high risk. At the same time, the unintended 

consequences of quarantine and lock-down have taken an incalculable toll on us. The bottom line is that 

we are designed by God for community and an extended period away from community produces 

potentially harmful effects. In an attempt to balance the full reality of our situation, the elders and I have 

prayed the Lord would guide us into the way forward that is best for all our people. We believe He has 

answered us as follows. 

 

First, let’s prayer: Gracious Lord, we know You love us and that You have created us to be in 

community. Seclusion has hurt us in many ways. Guide us back together. Keep us safe, especially the 

most vulnerable among us. Thank you for hearing our many prayers to lessen the spread and flatten the 

curve. Knowing that there is risk involved in opening things up in our society and our church, give us 

courage and strength to face whatever tomorrow may hold. Guide each individual and family to the level 

of participation that is best for them. Give us continued patience with each other and understanding for 

each other’s point of view. Continue to work health and healing in our land and world. Bless us with a 

return to in-person community within our congregation. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Jesus’s Response: “My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me. I give them eternal 

life and they will not perish and no one is able to snatch them out of My hand.” – John 10:27-28 

 

Revised Plan for Worship: Given the spectrum of needs within our congregation relating to our physical 

health and safety AND relating to our spiritual and mental health and safety, Faith Lutheran Church will 

offer three levels of worship. We invite you to choose which level is best for you and your family based 

on your specific needs and situation. 

 

Level 1: Online Worship 

Worship with our Faith Lutheran Church community together as the body of Christ, but remotely through 

attending our Live Stream worship service from home on Sunday mornings at 9am. We also invite and 

encourage you to participate in Sunday and/or Thursday morning Bible Studies via Zoom. 

 

Level 2: In-Person, Masks Required 

Worship with our Faith Lutheran Church community together as the body of Christ in-person with masks 

and social distancing. This mask-required worship service will be offered on Saturday nights at 5:30pm 

beginning Saturday, June 20. We also invite and encourage you to participate in Sunday and/or Thursday 

morning Bible Study in person (mask-optional) or via Zoom. 



Level 3: In-Person, Masks Optional but Recommended 

Worship with our Faith Lutheran Church Community together as the body of Christ in-person with social 

distancing. This mask-optional (but recommended) worship service will be offered Sunday mornings at 

9am beginning Sunday, June 14. We also invite and encourage you to stay and participate in in-person 

Bible Study in the CLC immediately following the worship service. 

 

Process: If you choose to continue to utilize our online worship through Facebook Live, continue as 

before logging in anytime after 8:45am. We will continue to offer the highest level of worship we can.  

 

If you choose to worship in-person on Saturday, please bring your mask and plan to wear it. If you do not 

have a mask or forgot it, we will make sure to have some available.  

 

Our sanctuary capacity, with social distancing, is approximately 65. Ushers and elders will provide you 

with a worship folder and help you find a seat. Once the sanctuary has met its capacity, ushers and elders 

will direct you to the Christian Life Center where you will be able to participate in the service as projected 

on the large screen on the North wall. Ample seating will be available. 

 

Following the Sunday worship service, Bible Study will immediately take place in the Christian Life 

Center. Those participating via Zoom will be able to participate fully as the slides and any videos that are 

displayed in person will also be displayed on your electronic device. Coffee will be provided and, per 

CDC restriction guidelines, there will be a volunteer who pours it for you. As time goes on, we will 

explore other offerings such as snacks and treats. 

 

Outdoor Worship with Confirmation: We are keeping the same plan of June 28th as an outdoor service at 

10am with the Rite of Confirmation for our twelve confirmands. You are encouraged to bring lawn chairs 

and/or blankets. We will spread out in the grass area to the west of the church and are seeking permission 

to use Whittier Park as needed. We want to make sure there is plenty of room for all of our members and 

guests to comfortably and confidently spread out and worship together. 

 

Holy Communion: We will resume our regular 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday Communion Schedule beginning 

in July. Communion will be offered in “continuous style” where you will come forward one at a time, 

receive the Host/Body of Christ from the pastor, receive an individual cup/Blood of Christ from an elder, 

and return to your seat for a final dismissal blessing once everyone has received the Sacrament. The 

Wednesdays of those weeks, we will offer a 6:30pm Communion-only service so that everyone has the 

chance to participate. 

 

Cleaning: We will maintain a high level of cleanliness, sanitizing after each use of facilities and ask that if 

you worship, you also pitch in with cleaning afterwards.  

 

 

 

 

***If you have attended worship and later test positive for Coronavirus, we ask that you contact the 

church office immediately so the congregation can be notified – you will remain anonymous. 


