
 

 

A Plan for Re-Opening Faith Lutheran Church for In-Person Worship 
 

Introduction: What has both been lost and gained over these past many weeks will take time to ultimately 

unpack, but two things we know and feel to our core we are missing are The Lord’s Supper and the Communion 

of Saints. Coronavirus has by and large cut us off from the Sacrament and plucked us out of each other’s lives. 

As more information is coming to light every day about the effects and the transmission of Coronavirus and as 

our state and city are beginning to open back up, we believe we have been given the opportunity to set forth a 

plan of restoring these two major losses. 
 

Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, You have made a people for Yourself through Holy Baptism and have made us 

the Body of Christ, the Holy Christian Church. As we have been separated for safety concerns these many 

weeks, we have come to long for Communion and Community and thus have written up a plan with Your 

guidance. Give Your blessing to this plan and so accomplish that which we are needing. Serve us Your precious 

Body and Blood and give us Community so that we may be especially strengthened in our trying times. 

Through Your all-powerful name we pray. Amen. 
 

Response of the Lord: “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 
 

Our Plan: (Please note that each phase of this plan is subject to change based on new information.) 

Phase 1: We will give thanks to the Lord for the gifts of technology that has allowed us to continue to worship 

together as the community of Faith Lutheran Church through Facebook Live as well as Main Street Living. We 

will continue to offer Livestreaming as our primary means of worship with the Service of the Word (Readings, 

Children’s Message, Sermon, Prayers, a Hymn, and Blessing). 
 

Phase 2: Beginning on Sunday, May 31, we will begin offering small, in-person gatherings for taking the 

Sacrament of the Altar! Please note this will not be a full service, but only the Service of the Sacrament of the 

Altar. The Service of the Word with readings, Sermon, and Prayers of the Church will continue to be 

offered only via Facebook Live or Main Street Living. Here are the specifics for the Service of the Sacrament: 

• Because we hold the safety of all our people at a premium, we respectfully request you follow the 

instructions laid out. A couple things to point out up front: 1.) If you are ill in any way, please wait for 

another opportunity when you are well 2.) If you are a vulnerable for Coronavirus complications, please 

consider refraining from participating 3.) Please plan to wear a mask 4.) Bathrooms are only available as an 

absolute emergency 

• To maintain a particular, limited number of people, you will be asked to register in advance using the 

website, SignupGenius.com. For those without internet access, Elders will call you to schedule. 

• Days and times available: 

o Sunday, May 31 @ 11:30am 

o Sunday, May 31 @ 1pm 

o Wednesday, June 3 @ 6:30 

o Saturday, June 6 @ 5:30 (Age 65+ only) 

• Based on participation and need, we will tweak and repeat the same (or a similar) schedule the next week. 

We will then assess and make necessary changes on a week-by-week basis. 

• Once you have registered for a time, come to church on that day and follow carefully the instructions of the 

ushers who will work to maintain social distancing requirements. Wearing your mask, come to the main 

(South) entrance under the awning. An usher will greet you. Please apply hand sanitizer as you enter. Please 

make sure that your attendance is recorded before you enter the sanctuary. We will need this information in 



 

 

order to contact you in the event that someone in your group of worshipers is discovered to have 

Coronavirus. You will be ushered into the sanctuary where seating will be clearly marked, again, to 

maintain social distancing. Multiple people from the same home may sit next to each other. If you bring an 

offering, you may place it in the plate upon entering the sanctuary. 

• When all are seated, Pastor Aker will lead a brief service of the Sacrament of the Altar: Invocation, 

Confession and Absolution, brief reading from Scripture, Prayer, Lord’s Prayer, Communion Liturgy, 

Benediction, and then Distribution of the Sacrament. 

• During distribution of the Sacrament, you will come forward, one person at a time, careful to maintain a 

distance of at least six feet between you and the person in front of you. You will come toward the altar 

where you will receive and eat the Host, take and drink an individual cup of wine, and then place your 

empty cup in the receptacle. When finished, please exit the church. Please use hand sanitizer as you exit. 

• Please note that we will not offer a location inside the church for fellowship. You may certainly socialize 

outside on the south lawn or in the parking lot, but we ask that you maintain social distancing. 

• In order to maintain a high level of cleanliness in the sanctuary, once everyone has received the Sacrament 

and exited the church, a team of cleaners wearing masks and gloves will come in to disinfect all seating and 

anything used by worshipers. Those who set up for the Sacrament will use masks, hand sanitizer, and 

gloves.  

• If it is discovered that one of the worshipers in a particular group is diagnosed with Coronavirus, 

everyone registered in that group will be immediately contacted. We will also make this information 

available to the rest of the congregation. 
 

Phase 3: On Sunday, June 28 at 10am, we will gather for in-person worship outdoors. This will be a Service of 

the Word only so we will not offer the Sacrament of the Altar. This will also serve as our Confirmation Service 

for our 12 confirmands. A pre-recorded worship service will be streamed over Facebook Live beginning at 9am. 

Please maintain social distancing standards. (Several details are still being worked out and will be 

communicated as soon as they are worked out.) 
 

Phase 4: We return to our regular worship style and schedule in-person, without number limitations. This would 

combine both the Service of the Word and the Service of the Sacrament as we were used to pre-Coronavirus. 

Please note that we cannot realistically place a target date for this phase at this time, but we most certainly can 

pray about it. Phase 4 is our long-term goal. 
 

Conclusion: We believe this plan meets our growing need of receiving Communion in every sense of the word 

– the Sacrament of the Altar and being together in-person with fellow Christians. We also believe this plan 

mitigates (BUT DOES NOT ELIMINATE) the spread of Coronavirus within our congregation. We are 

offering this as an option for you, but in no way are we suggesting that you must participate. We encourage you 

to do what is reasonable to you. If you decide to participate, however, we do ask that you follow our plan as 

closely as possible. Again, we long for Communion while caring for and protecting the lives of our beloved 

fellow Faith members! Praise Jesus for His guidance in formulating this plan!  
 

Hymn: 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above ye heav’nly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! 


