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Psalm 118:19-22

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

Confession and Absolution

Psalm 51:2-4, 7, 9
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As we come before our Lord, we confess our sins.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and
my sin is ever before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that
you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be
clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my
iniquities.
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In Jesus, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were alienated and hostile in
mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him.
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Colossians 1:19-22
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Prayer of the Day
P
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Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may
heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading
1Finally,

Philippians 3:1–11; 4:15–20

my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.
2Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3For we are the real
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4though I
myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I
have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 7But
whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may

know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any
means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
15And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered
into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my
needs once and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have received full
payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory
in Christ Jesus. 20To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39

[Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the
works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming,
when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on
the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. . . .
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said
to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a
division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” . . .
34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is
speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”
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This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You O Christ.

Sit

Sermon Hymn: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
Sermon: Counting Your Blessings ~ Philippians 3:7-8 (Rev. Scott Sailer)
Stand

The First Article
Creation
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all
my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and
all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank
and praise, serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.
After the sermon and creed, please take a moment to share Christ's love with each other by greeting each other with His peace.

The Litany
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O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
hear us.
God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.
God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.
Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us.
Help us, good Lord.
To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our country Your
protection in every time of need;
To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all our people;
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect, heal, and comfort all afflicted
by Coronavirus;
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to
defend all orphans and widows and provide for them;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us
all:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
O Christ,
hear us.
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Luther’s Evening Prayer
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I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me
this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep
me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

Closing Versicles
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I cry out to God Most High,
to God who fulfills his purpose for me.
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He will send from heaven and save me;
he will put to shame him who tramples on me.
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God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness!

Blessing
P
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Psalm 57:2-3

Psalm 67:1-3

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,
that [His] way may be known on earth,
[His] saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you! Amen.

Special Thanks:

Melody Vanderpan – Organist
Tim Vanderpan – Soloist
Rev. Scott Sailer – Guest Preacher

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

