
 
 
  

  

Wednesday        John 1:1-14        December 26 
The Word became Flesh 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 While we tend to love the Christmas story as told by Matthew and Luke 
with all its descriptive details, John goes a different route. Rather than retell-
ing the same events of the first Christmas, as his fellow evangelists had al-
ready done, John focuses on the theological and spiritual significance of Je-
sus’ coming. Jesus is the eternal Word of God – the Word by which all things 
were made and continue to exist. The Word spoke all things into being, be-
ginning with light itself (Gen. 1:3). In other words, the Word is Almighty 
beyond our comprehension! Yet the Word did the least expected thing: He 
came down to our creaturely level. He was born with a normal, weak, mortal 
human body such as ours. He did so to redeem us from our weakness and 
mortality and from the sin that has caused it! He entered into our darkness to 
destroy the powers of death and darkness over us! He came to fill us with 
His grace and truth, even “grace upon grace” (John 1:18), to make us chil-
dren born of God (John 1:12-13), and to give us the promise of sharing in 
His glory in eternal life! 

Jesus, thank You for becoming flesh for me and thank You                                    
for the Gospel Word of Your amazing grace toward me! Amen. 

 
Thursday   Luke 1:30-33                December 27 

Call His Name Jesus 
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest. Luke 1:32a 

 Neither the title “Son of the Highest” nor “Son of David” should be read 
over hastily. Both names carry such tremendous freight it’s impossible to 
fully fathom their depths! Beginning with the designation of “Son of David”, 
this child is the One long awaited. For centuries, faithful followers of the 
Lord’s promises have endured, and then conferred to their children hope for 
this Sacred and Mighty King! For Jesus to be the “Son of David” is for “the 
hopes and fears of all the years to meet”! This Jesus is the One who has come 
to save. He will rule as the Good King forever. 
 As wonderful as this first moniker certainly is, to be called “Son of the 
Highest” is, well, higher! The Most High is none other than God Almighty. 
Mary learned from the mouth of an angel that she would bear a Son and that 
Son would be the Father’s Son . . . the Father’s Son. The One who stands 
outside of creation was drawn into creation itself, taking the creation into 
Himself. Jesus is the Only-Begotten Son of God, and is in fact God. God in 
the flesh. “Mary, you are carrying the Ancient of Days in your womb!” Son 
of God, Son of Man – our One Lord, Jesus. Merry Christmas! 
O Son of the Highest and Son of David, come into my world with blessing. Amen. 

Monday        Isaiah 1:16-18      December 24 
White Christmas 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” (Is 1:18). 
 Bing Crosby has taught us to sing, “I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, 
just like the ones I used to know …” but the forecast is uncertain – will it be 
a white Christmas, or not? While South Dakotans have come to expect 
snowy Decembers, snow or no snow, Christmas has come! Best of all, Jesus 
gives us a “white Christmas” better than any we’ve ever known! Jesus’ 
Christmas gift to you is described 700 years prior to His birth through Isaiah.  
 First, though, God’s law reveals our guilt, condemns us, and leaves us 
without excuse. Both our glaring, awful sins and our seemingly “slight” sins 
are equally laid bare before God. But what does He do? Rather than punish-
ing us as we deserve, He sends His Son to be born, live righteously, suffer, 
bleed, and die, all for you. God’s promise to all who repent and believe in 
the gift of Jesus is this: “The blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all 
sin” (1 John 1:7). Jesus gave Himself for you, cleansing you “by the washing 
of water with the word” (baptism!) to present you “to Himself in splendor, 
without spot … holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27). Jesus’ gift for 
you this Christmas and forever is making you white as snow! 

Jesus, thank You for coming to wash away all my sins! Amen. 
 

Tuesday            Psalm 119:105-112      December 25 
Your Word is a Lamp 

Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Psalm 119:105 
 Jesus Christ is the True Light of the World. In sharp contrast, evil is often 
described as darkness, whether of the world or in our lives. Sometimes this 
darkness feels insurmountable, impenetrable. Like the deep darkness felt by 
the Egyptians during the plagues of Moses’ day, a darkness that lingers. 
 Into the darkness, Almighty God speaks light. “Let there be light”, and 
there was light! Again and again since that first day of creation, the Lord has 
commanded the same. A people sitting in darkness have seen a great Light. 
The Light of the World has shined into the darkness and the darkness cannot 
overcome Him. Jesus is the Light of the World and He shines upon you. 
Mercifully in His Gospel, Jesus shines with constant hope and forgiveness.  
 The Light of the World, sometimes strange and blurred to the world, is 
well-known by you. You gaze upon the flame of the Lord’s Word regularly 
as you study the Scriptures and hear His preached Word. There, into every 
corner of your life Jesus shines His healing, loving, gentle light. This Light, 
this Word of Hope and Truth, is what guides your feet and lights your path! 
And no darkness can overcome it! Merry Christmas! 

O Light of the World, light my path and guide me always. Amen. 
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Friday       Luke 2:1-7       December 28 
Miracle in the Manger 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son … and laid Him in a manger” (Luke 2:7). 
 At the center of every nativity scene sits the manger. It served as Jesus’ 
first baby crib. It’s mentioned three times in Luke 2 and is one of the most 
iconic parts of the Christmas story. However, the manger itself isn’t so im-
portant. It was simply the best place that Mary had at hand to place her new-
born son. For the shepherds, the manger served simply as a signpost to guide 
them to the Christ. The angels said to look for a baby snuggled in a manger 
(Luke 2:12) – He’s the One you’re looking for! 

In some ways this combination doesn’t compute – Christ the Lord in a 
feeding trough?  This is not how we would have scripted God’s entrance 
into our world!  But I wonder how this scene looked through shepherds’ 
eyes? To these men who literally lived in the fields, the Son of God came 
not to a magnificent palace but to a small town with no vacancy where the 
only “bed” available was a manger. In other words, Jesus came for the 
shepherds! He came for both the high and low, rich and poor, Jew and Gen-
tile, and for you and me! He didn’t come when and where we might have 
expected, but more importantly, He came for us all! 

Jesus, thank You for coming so humbly to be my Savior. Amen.   
 
 

Saturday             Matthew 16:24-26     December 29 
Follow Me 

Whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. Matthew 16:25b 
 What a perfect reading for the “Fifth Day of Christmas”! Better than any 
number of golden rings, calling birds, French hens, turtledoves, or partridges 
my true love may ever give, Jesus gifts us with life. What Jesus is saying in 
this brief passage is that none of our enemies can touch us, not even death. 
Sure, death may take our life one day, but that’s a phony victory. Death itself 
is soon to be destroyed and judged along with the devil. Death will soon no 
longer haunt or hurt us. No more tears shed; any tears that remain will be 
wiped away by the Almighty finger of our Gracious Father. 
 What an undermining of death’s power Jesus is announcing. May we this 
Christmas season and always, deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and fol-
low Jesus. Deny your selfish desires and ambitions. Strive not to save them, 
but crucify them to the world. Follow Jesus’ lead. Never stepping ahead of 
Him, but always in our blood-bought place behind Him. Follow behind the 
One who conquers every enemy. The One who stamps out the victor, death. 
Follow behind the One who, when confronted with death, brings forth new 
life that never ends; Jesus, who emasculates death! Merry Christmas! 

O Gracious Lord Jesus, protect me from death and grant me life. Amen. 


