Monday

Isaiah 40:10-11
He will tend His flock

December 10

“He will gather the lambs in His arms . . .” (Isaiah 40:11a)

From this Gospel-packed chapter of Isaiah 40 comes this reassuring picture of our relationship with the Lord. (Consider exploring this chapter to see
other messages of the Lord’s comfort and strength for you.) The Lord’s arms
are a source of both powerful protection and tender comfort for His lambs.
With His mighty, ruling arm He will deal with evil and evildoers once and
for all, fulfilling our repeated prayer, “Deliver us from evil.” Just as His arm
delivered His people from evil in the Exodus (Ex. 15:6), He will return to
deliver us from every evil of body and soul.
Mary saw the Lord’s arm at work in the gift of her Savior and son, Jesus
(Luke 1:51). In Jesus’ arms, the strength and love of the Lord meet. Jesus
has powerfully defeated sin and death and Satan by dying and rising for you.
Having conquered your enemies, He now gathers you into a secure relationship with God. He carries you, as only He can, throughout all your life, even
through death itself, and into His presence forever (Ps. 28:9). No matter what
you may be facing, and no matter what may come, this we know: you are in
His arms now, and He will return to grant you final deliverance!
Lord, I thank You for this Good News: I am Jesus’ little lamb! Amen.
Tuesday

John 10:11-18

December 11

I Am the Good Shepherd
I lay down my life for the sheep. John 10:15

It’s easy to tell the difference between a worker who really cares about
her work and one that’s just there for the paycheck. The one who cares brings
you into her circle of devotion and makes your experience better.
When it comes to defining the good worker, take for an example the Lord
Jesus. Seen here as a Shepherd, Jesus is completely dedicated to His work.
For Jesus, who He is and what He does cannot be separated. For Jesus, to be
a Shepherd is to be the Good Shepherd. He brings us into His devotion and
makes our experience heavenly! In the day-to-day, He’s present, watchful,
and protective. When we wander away, He chases after. When we get ourselves in a mess, He mercifully forgives and cleans us up. When we are hurt,
He binds our wounds and heals us. When enemies come, He stands before
us, meets them head on, and utterly defeats each one.
The Good Shepherd is so good, in fact, that in His staunch, steadfast, and
ardent commitment to us, He laid down His life for us. So complete is Jesus’
dedication to His work that it was a foregone conclusion that, should the need
arise, it would be His life, not your life that would be lost.
O Good Shepherd, thank you for always being there fore me. Amen.

Wednesday

Psalm 23
The Lord is my Shepherd

December 12

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for You are with me” (Psalm 23:4).

We talk about going through “valleys” – difficult times and down times.
David speaks of an even deeper, darker valley. “The valley of the shadow of
death” refers generally to this world under the curse of sin and death. We
entered life in this valley. From day one, we were walking in the darkness of
our sinful, unbelieving nature, spiritually blind and dead.
The Good News is that God Himself comes to us in this valley! As Zechariah proclaims in the Christmas story, our God comes “to give light to those
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death” (Luke 1:79). Jesus comes to
your rescue! He is born into our valley to save us from it! And His Spirit
has “enlightened” you by stirring up saving faith in your heart.
“The valley of the shadow of death” also refers to life’s final valley. God
promises His presence with you before, during, and after your passage
through that valley. He is with you to sustain your faith and restore your soul.
He is with you to relieve your fears. He is with you to protect you. He is with
you even to the end of the age, and beyond, in the house of the Lord forever!
Lord, You are my Shepherd. Walk with me through life’s valleys. Amen.
Thursday

John 10:27-30
I Give Them Eternal Life

December 13

My sheep hear My voice and I know them and they follow me. John 10:27

How often do we listen but do not hear? Jesus knows this about us. Think
about all the times He said things like, “he who has ears to hear, let him
hear”. Listening but not hearing epitomizes the busy American life. Your
spouse can be talking to you, you may look like you’re listening, but your
thoughts are actually somewhere else. If we’re honest, we’re all guilty of
such “listening” sometimes. May we learn to be more attentive toward each
other!
May we also learn to be attentive to our Shepherd when He speaks to us.
May He have your full attention in worship when He speaks of the complete
forgiveness of your sins. May you truly hear His voice when He proclaims
to you the wonders of His glory through your study of Holy Scripture. May
you always hear the voice of Jesus and follow Him.
It’s good to be Jesus’ sheep who hear His voice, who are known by Him,
and who follow Him. To you who have heard the voice of Jesus in Word and
Sacrament – for you who have been added to His sheep fold through Holy
Baptism – Jesus leads you right into eternal life!
O Good Shepherd, continue to call out to me and lead me to eternal life. Amen.

Friday

Revelation 7:9-17
The Lamb will be their Shepherd

December 14

“For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their Shepherd,
and He will guide them to springs of living water” (Rev. 7:17a).

Lambs and shepherds are central to the events of the first Christmas.
From David’s time to today, the hills around Bethlehem have been used for
grazing sheep. By appearing to poor shepherds, the angels demonstrate that
Jesus’ birth is Good News for all people! It’s also fitting that Jesus, who was
visited on the night of His birth by shepherds and their lambs, is later revealed to be both “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”
and the “Good Shepherd [who] lays down His life for the sheep” (John 1:29;
10:11). Both descriptions of Jesus are more Good News for all people!
In Revelation 7, God reveals the Good News of your life in the world to
come. This passage shows that all the Gospel promises and pictures of Psalm
23 will come true for you in Jesus’ kingdom. The Lord is not only your Shepherd but your eternal Source of life! Jesus – both God’s Lamb and your
Shepherd – will personally lead you beside the still waters and through the
green pastures of His new heavens and new earth!
Jesus, Lamb of God, thank You for taking away the sins of the world – including mine. Lead me, both now and always. Amen.
Saturday

John 1:29-34
Behold, the Lamb of God!

Our
Shepherd

December 15

[John the Baptist said] I did not know Him . . . John 1:31

Jesus was not known to John until the Father revealed Him by sending
His Spirit to rest upon Him. The prophets long before had revealed there
would be nothing significant about the Messiah’s appearance that would
draw people to Him. In appearance, Jesus Christ was a man like any other.
Preparing the way for Jesus was the impetus for John’s entire ministry, the
heart of every message, and the One to Whom he pointed all who followed
him. Strange, then, that it had not yet been revealed to John just Who the
Christ was!
That Jesus is the Christ, the Lamb of God, there can be no doubt. The
Father Himself, after sending His Spirit upon Jesus, said as much, “This is
My Son . . .” This One and no other is my Chosen One. This is the One I
have raised up in the line of David to sit upon the throne as King of kings
forever! This One, upon Whom you see the Spirit remain, this One is the
Lamb of God! John recognized Jesus and proclaimed Him. Many other Johns
and Marys and Peters and Marthas continue proclaiming Him to this very
day! Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away your sins!
O Lamb of God, may you always be known to us in Word and Sacrament. Amen
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