Monday

Hebrews 10:5-10
Once For All

March 26

“By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.” (Hebrews 10:10)

There was an old “infomercial” that said all you had to do was “set it and
forget it”! I believe it was some amazing piece of kitchen gadgetry designed
to make life less complicated. Set it and forget it. No longer need you worry
about your rotisserizing chicken; it’s gonna be perfect!
Jesus is our “once for all” sacrifice. His one beautiful sacrifice does the work
of sanctifying, that is making us holy, to the point where it’s a done deal –
you can (figuratively) set it and forget it! You are made perfect through
Christ. There is no work for you to do in the process. Jesus left no tiny task
on a to-do list for you. He accomplished the whole thing. Living in that
reality means being set free to love our Lord with our whole being and to
love our neighbors as we love ourselves. You have been set free in Christ.
And by the way, this is something I pray you never forget!
Lord, forgive me and make me right with the Father. Send me in your love
and holiness to love my neighbor as myself. Amen.
Tuesday

Psalm 40:6-8
For the Joy Set Before Him

March 27

Wednesday

Psalm 143:9-10
Lead Me

March 28

“Let Your Good Spirit lead me on level ground!” (Psalm 143:10b)

Who do you follow? The advice of a trusted friend? President Trump on
Twitter? Your local news team? A sibling or parent? Who is your leader? In
our broken and backward way of being in America today, this is all about
your politics. “You are who you vote for”, seems to be the way neighbors
now relate to each other. The media share their truth, although always filtered
in one direction or another. Friends and family, although generally on your
side, can have a bad day now and then. Who do you follow?
As you know, there is no better leader than our Lord. As hard as it may be to
actually do the good expected of us, and frequently though we may fall so
short of the mark, the Lord’s guidance is always good and right. The
leadership of the Holy Spirit always brings us back to Christ and His cross!
For Christians, this is a well-worn path. From sin to repentance to
forgiveness to restoration, all wrapped up in the love of Jesus! Christ be my
leader!
Holy Spirit, lead me always back to Christ my Savior. Amen.
Maundy Thursday

Matthew 26:36-46
Your Will Be Done

March 29

“Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: I delight to do
your will, O my God” (Psalm 40:7-8a).

“My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it,
may Your will be done” (Matt. 26:42).

In our worship space, we have two beautiful banners with silhouetted crosses
and this Scripture: “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus. For the joy set before Him,
He endured the cross” (Hebrews 12:2). It seems like an oxymoron. How
could “joy” and “cross” be in the same breath? How could anyone delight to
be forsaken by God, brutally flogged, and nailed on a cross? We couldn’t do
it. Like the disciples, we would have run away long before the soldiers took
out their handcuffs to arrest us and their cruel whips to flog us. Yet Jesus
delighted to endure such things because He fixed His eyes on the outcome:
the joy of taking away your sins; the joy of restoring your relationship with
His Father; the joy of an everlasting home with you in which suffering and
pain and evil will all be gone. Jesus delighted to fulfill God’s will for you,
excruciating though it was, because He delights in you, His brothers and
sisters, and in putting God’s family back together—for good!

Jesus practices what He preaches. He taught His disciples to pray, “Thy will
be done,” just as we continue to pray. As Jesus prays beneath the trees in the
olive grove called Gethsemane, He knows exactly what will happen in the
next 24 hours. He knows that this is the night on which He will be betrayed.
He knows that He will spend a sleepless night being passed around among
the religious elites, Romans, and Herodians as they all try to reach some
consensus about what should be done with this so-called “King of the Jews.”
And Jesus certainly knows all the spiritual, physical, and emotional suffering
that is just ahead of Him. No wonder He literally sweats blood as He prays
in the garden! (Luke 22:44) Jesus is already suffering, and yet He prays,
“May Your will be done.” Sometimes God’s will = suffering. Jesus is case
in point. Sometimes we, too, walk though those valleys of suffering. Yet
even when we lack the answers to all our questions of “What?” and “Why?”,
when He suffered for us, Jesus also showed us how to approach suffering.

Jesus, thank You for delighting to do the hardest thing ever accomplished –
enduring the cross for me and for all. Amen.

Lord, teach us to pray, “Thy will be done.” Amen.

Good Friday

John19:28-30
March 30
It Is Finished
“Jesus Said, “It is finished”, and He bowed His head and gave up His
spirit. (John 19:30)

One might get the sense from Jesus’ final words from the cross that He was
speaking about much more than His bitter sufferings. One would be correct!
It is finished – the entire Old Testament is fulfilled in Christ! It is finished –
every sacrifice that was ever made found it’s perfect fulfillment in the
Ultimate sacrifice of Christ. It is finished – the glut of human history’s sin
collected upon One Man and sent to hell. It is finished – the tide is turned
once and for all from the evil and wickedness of the devil to the goodness
and holiness of the Lord. It is finished – Jesus work of calling and gathering
His sheep to Himself is made complete as He draws us to Himself through
Holy Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and His powerful Word! It is finished –
the devil, the world, our sinful flesh, and death itself have all been undone!
It is finished – salvation, restoration, new life, and eternity have been
established for you! It is finished . . . it is done! Praise Jesus!

Thy Will
Be Done

Jesus, bring us to Yourself through your death and resurrection. Amen.
Holy Saturday

John 19:38-42
Planted in the Garden

March 31

“At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden
a new tomb … they laid Jesus there.” (John 19:41-42)

For us, today is a day of rest and Sabbath in this Holy Week. The day that
Jesus rested in the tomb was also Sabbath day for the Jewish people. They
kept the Sabbath in their homes, many heartbroken because Jesus had so
quickly been taken from them.
But a “seed” was planted in that garden on Good Friday, a seed that would
become “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). Jesus
once said to some Gentiles who were seeking Him, “Unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit.” (John 12:24). Jesus was “planted” into the earth on the same afternoon
He died. He remained there, sealed in the tomb, as His people kept the
Sabbath. But He wouldn’t remain for long. Soon Jesus would rise from death
and begin to bear much fruit! And you are that fruit! Because Jesus was
indeed crucified and is risen for you, you who believe in Him will flourish
and bloom with life immortal and imperishable! (1 Cor. 15:54)
Jesus, I thank You because You were crucified, died, and buried for me. Amen.
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