Monday

Acts 9:17-22
No Longer Blind

March 12

“Something like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. Then he rose
and was baptized. (Acts 9:18)

Wednesday

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
The “Foolishness” of God

March 14

“The foolishness of God is wiser than men . . .” (1 Corinthians 1:25)

When we are so utterly convinced that we’re right, it takes a long time (or
perhaps a miracle) to convince us otherwise. Saul knew he was right about
Jesus and His followers. He knew that the message they were spreading was
dangerous to the status quo and that people would be converted to
Christianity if he and other leaders didn’t do something about it. He knew he
was right.
It turns out Saul was blind when it came to the truth. To accentuate the point,
Jesus struck him physically blind as well! Jesus spoke a Word to Saul and
changed his life. Now Saul knew the truth and had just been set free by it!
Jesus opened Saul to the truth that He, Jesus, is Christ and Lord of all. As
Saul’s mind was open, Jesus also restored his physical sight and welcomed
him into His family through Holy Baptism! The only things certain in this
life come from the Lord.

I think it’s fun to think of what would be considered God’s “foolishness”
because it delves a bit into His personality. It’s almost as if the Lord is
saying, “Watch this! This will blow their minds! That I would become part
of Creation by sending My Son! O, and get this, He’s going to be born of a
young virgin girl . . . in a barn! No one will recognize Him as My Son except
for some demons and a Gentile. And here’s the best part: I’m sending Him
to be the Lamb of God. He is going to be the Sacrifice to end all sacrifices.
He is the King of the Universe and His throne will be a cross, His crown
made of thorns, and in His hands will be no royal scepter, but nails securing
Him to the cross. This is gonna be great!”
Foolish? No way. Here in the weakness of a crucifixion death, the Lord
demonstrates His full power in bringing new life to all who believe and look
to Jesus! This is foolish to the perishing world and all who are going down
with it, but to those who are being saved it is the epitome of wisdom!

Lord, remove the scales from our eyes that we may see and believe. Amen.

Father, teach us Your wisdom and strengthen our faith. Amen.

Tuesday

1 Corinthians 12:1-7
Variety and Oneness

March 13

“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”
(1 Corinthians 12:7)

Sometimes we have trouble appreciating the gifts and abilities that others
possess but which we lack. Other times, we take pride in the gifts and
abilities that we have but which others may not possess.
I suspect that there were tendencies like these among the Corinthian
Christians, so St. Paul teaches them that there are varieties of giftedness,
service, and activities among God’s people, but it is the same Spirit, Lord,
and God (the Trinity!) who empowers His people.
Different Christians have different capabilities, talents, and interests – and
that’s okay! Your particular gifts probably don’t look like those of your
Christian brothers and sisters. It’s not about measuring up. It’s not about
being the greatest. Christian service is about glorifying God and loving our
neighbors in whatever unique ways He has equipped us!
Lord, thank You for the unique gifts You give to each of us. Move us to use these
gifts out of faith in You and love for our neighbors. Amen.

Thursday

Romans 6:1-4
Newness of Life

March 15

“We were buried therefore with [Christ] by baptism into death, in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk
in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4)

St. Paul is known for some long, complex sentences which express his deep
theological understanding. Romans 6:4 is a great example. St. Paul packs a
lot of teaching into this one sentence!
The baptismal teaching in Romans 6 is not suggesting that Christian Baptism
merely symbolizes something about your relationship with God. Instead, St.
Paul is plainly telling us that Christ Himself works through baptism!
At your baptism, you were united to Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, and
new life! Everything your Savior accomplished for you became yours! We
describe Baptism as a “Means of Grace”, because by means of Baptism, God
has literally poured His grace and forgiveness and salvation out on you!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thank You for making me Your forgiven child
through Holy Baptism. Help me to walk each day in the newness of life that is
mine in Christ. Amen.

Friday

Romans 12:1-2
March 16
Not Conformed, but Transformed
“...That by testing you may discern what is the will of God...” Romans 12:2
This one’s really hard because few like to stand out from the crowd and draw
attention to themselves. By and large, we are conformists. Even when it’s
not in our best interest to do so, how often do we “go along to get along”?
There comes a time, however, when we are called to stand firm in the truth.
That which is good and acceptable to God are the things we ought to be about
because, well, they’re good things! Often what God calls good comes in
sharp contrast with what our neighbors say is good. Marriage, gender,
beginning of life, end of life, authority, and many more topics are strained in
America today. Where do you stand?
Remember the Lord’s words to you. In your Baptism, you are transformed.
The biggest transformation is that you’re not dead anymore! Along with this
new life comes discernment and desire to do what is good and pleasing in
the eyes of the Lord. Where this is hard is when it brings us to disagreement
with those around us. May the One who transformed us now give us courage.

Thy Will
Be Done

Transform us from sin and conform us to Your good. Amen.
Saturday

Philippians 4:4-9
What are you thinking about?

March 17

“Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” (Phil. 4:8)

What are you thinking about today? The topics and tasks, and the joys and
sorrows that we dwell on shape our attitudes and words and actions.
St. Paul had done plenty of thinking over the course of his life by the time
he wrote these words to the Philippians. (This was one of his last letters
before he was martyred.) Paul knew that the thoughts we choose to dwell on
will influence whether we are rejoicing or wallowing, thankful or resentful,
peaceful or anxious.
What are you thinking about today? There is nothing in the world that could
be more true, lovely, or worthy of praise than Jesus. Think about what He
has done to rescue you from sin and damnation. Consider His love that
knows no bounds. Picture the greatest places and events in history: His cross
and empty tomb!

Daily Devotions to
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Lord Jesus, set my thoughts on You above all other people and things. Amen.
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