Monday

Exodus 3:11-15

February 19

Wednesday

Acts 3:19-26

February 21

I AM Has Sent You

Fulfilled to the Fullest

God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM. (Exodus 3:14a)
No longer is Moses the self-sufficient man that he was in Egypt. There,
Moses brazenly killed an Egyptian for beating a fellow Hebrew (Ex. 2:1112). However, by the time God appears to shepherd-Moses via a burning
bush, Moses is questioning his own identity and adequacy (Ex. 3:11).
Inadequacies aside, God promises Moses, “I will be with you” (Ex. 3:12).
But who is this God who is going to be with Moses and work through him
to release His people from slavery? God says He is “I AM.” From eternity
to eternity, He is the one and only God! I AM is the God who completed the
heavens and the earth, in all their vast array (Gen. 2:1). I AM is the God who
saved the Israelites from Pharaoh and from all manner of dangers and
hardships through the years. I AM is the God who quietly entered His
creation through a virgin named Mary. I AM is the God who identified
Himself as “living water” (John 4:10) and “the light of the world” (John
8:12). I AM is the God who laid down His life for the sinful world. And I
AM is the God who loves you forever!

All the prophets … have foretold these days. (Acts 3:24)
Yesterday we heard the Lord’s words pointing forward to the Moses-like
prophet whom the Lord would raise up for His people. But not only was
Jesus the fulfillment of this prophecy, but of many prophecies, going all the
way back to Genesis 3:15. To Eve, as she was just beginning to experience
the destructive effects of sin, God prophesied that her offspring would one
day crush Satan’s head – Jesus did so at His cross and empty tomb and will
do so once and for all on the Last Day!
David prophesied in great detail about how Jesus would suffer through being
forsaken by His father, through the piercing of His hands and feet, through
watching soldiers play games to receive His only earthly possessions, and
more (Ps. 22:1, 16, 18). Like a Lamb led to slaughter, Jesus did not open His
mouth to defend Himself, and He was buried in a rich man’s grave (Is. 53:7,
9). Though Jesus truly died, God did not abandon Him to the grave (Ps.
16:10; Ac. 2:29-32) but raised Him up for us! This is just a sampling of the
prophecies that only Jesus could and did fulfil! Jesus fulfills God’s Word
and the longings of God’s people to the fullest!

God, be with me and work through me, just as you did for Moses. Amen.
Tuesday

Deuteronomy 18:15-19

February 20

Jesus, help me trust that You will fulfill all your promises for me. Amen.
Thursday

Galatians 2:19-21

February 22

A Prophet Like Me

Crucified with Christ

“I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And
I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I
command you” (Deuteronomy 18:18)

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20)

Men like Moses are hard to come by. The dedication to his God and his
people is nearly unrivaled in the rest of Scripture. The qualities he
exemplified are seldom found today. That a person would put aside his own
wants and desires, his own anger and frustration, in order to love the people.
Devotion to God and devotion to his brothers; a prophet unlike any other!
One like Moses God promised to raise up from among the Israelite people.
Along comes Jesus the Christ. His devotion to His Father was unwavering
and complete. His dedication to his fellow man was equally comprehensive
and steadfast. It was in His final journey through Jerusalem that we discover
just how far He would go for God and His people. All the way! Devotion
like this is unheard of! And it is for you!

Crucifixion would be a horrible way to go. The ancient torture device is
intended to bring about far more than merely death. Crucifixion is meant to
humiliate the executed. The condemned was literally stripped naked and
staked to a pedestal for all to see. Talk about an undignified way to die!
Because the Lord of All, Jesus Christ, saw fit to submit to this kind of death,
Paul finds beauty and a new impression of the cross. Instead of ugliness,
death, and humiliation, Paul sees in the cross the utter love of the Lord for
His people. Looking past the cruelty, Paul directs our attention to the
humanity of what Jesus has done for us. Paul goes further. If this is good
enough for Jesus, it’s good enough for me! I have been crucified with Jesus.
I no longer live, but Christ lives in me! May it be so! May the marks of the
crucifixion, and not our sin, be upon each of us, that we would live in Christ.

Jesus, thank you for your complete devotion to us. Amen.

Lord Jesus, may our sinful flesh be crucified with You. Amen.

Friday

1 Timothy 1:12-17

February 23

God’s Mercy and Grace For you
I received mercy … and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me. (1 Tim. 1:13-14)

. way of understanding God’s
“I received mercy,” Paul writes. A simple
mercy is that He doesn’t give us what we deserve. What do we deserve? Paul
knew full well that we deserve God’s abandonment and punishment for our
sinfulness. Paul told Pastor Timothy that he was the “foremost” or worst of
sinners (1:15). Paul knew, like King David, that he had sinned against the
Lord Himself, done and said evil things, and was deserving of the Lord’s
judgment (Ps. 51:4). But God had mercy on all sinners by sending His Son
to take the punishment that we deserve!
“The grace of our Lord overflowed for me,” Paul also tells us. A simple way
of understanding God’s grace is that He does give us what we don’t deserve.
We don’t deserve His forgiveness, eternal life, and salvation in the least, but
He gives us all this and more! We receive His undeserved love in Christ!
Thank the Lord, that His GRACE (“God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense”)
continues to flow for you in His words of forgiveness and Gospel, and
through Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.

Thy Will
Be Done

Lord, thank You for Your mercy and grace for me, a chief of sinners. Amen.
Saturday

2 Timothy 2:20-21

February 24

Golden Goblets and Clay Chamber Pots
He will be a vessel for honorable us, set apart as holy. (2 Timothy 2:21)
Everything has its function and purpose. As exciting as a grand gala featuring
fine china and gold rimmed glassware may be, these things are of little use
when it comes to cleaning dirt from a person. Everything has its purpose.
How beautiful it is when God takes something simple and common like
water, combines His holy word to it, and truly washes us clean in Holy
Baptism. Simple bread and wine are used to deliver the very body and blood
of our Lord Jesus in the Sacrament of the Altar! Plain old ordinary people
like you and me are made great in the Kingdom of God as He claims us to
be His Christians! Within His household you have become an honorable
vessel, useful to the Lord for holy things. Things like bearing the comforting
and hopeful words of Jesus’ Gospel! You have been cleansed and kept
righteous through the wonderful work of your Savior Jesus Christ. In this
work, He has made you holy and honorable!
Lord, forgive our dishonor and make us holy. Amen.
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