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WANTED: Laborers in 

the Harvest Field 
 

 This week, Faith is blessed to host Rev. Jaime Nava, an 
admissions officer from Concordia Seminary. Rev. Nava will be at 
Faith on Fri., March 24 from 2:00-8:00 p.m. to visit with prospective 
church workers (of any age!), particularly those who would like to 
know more about ministry as a pastor or deaconess. If you or a 
loved one has ever considered a future in church work, I highly 
encourage you to come and spend a few minutes with Rev. Nava! 
 St. Matthew writes, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly 
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matt. 
9:35-38)  It’s no different today! There are many, many souls in need of 
Jesus, but there are far too few laborers—Pastors, Missionaries, 
Deaconesses, Lutheran School Teachers, Directors of Christian 
Education, Directors of Family Life Ministry, Directors of Christian 
Outreach, Directors of Parish Music, Lay Ministers, and so on.  
 Our Synod’s seminaries and universities are seeing less and less 
students in church work programs each year. Along with this, more and 
more churches, schools, and LCMS organizations are experiencing 
vacancies as the amount of church workers continues to decrease. 
 What can we do? First of all, Jesus calls each of us to pray! Pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out new laborers! Also, please 
encourage friends and family members who have a heart for God’s 
people to consider a career in church work, or a career shift to church 
work! If not for such encouragement, I would not be in the ministry! 
 Peace in Christ, 
  A laborer in the harvest field 

Pastor’s Page – Part Two! I hope that you had a good St. Patrick’s Day! 
We were certainly blessed with a beautiful day. The following is a portion 
of an Irish blessing, likely written in memory of St. Patrick about a century 
after his death. St. Patrick's "breastplate" functions as both a morning 
song of praise and invocation and also as a confession of faith in Christ: 
 

I rise today with a mighty power, calling on 
the Trinity, with a belief in the threeness, with a 

faith in the oneness of the creator of creation.  
 

I rise today with the power of Christ's birth 
and baptism, with the power of His crucifixion and 

burial, with the power of His resurrection and 
ascension, with the power of His return for the 

final judgment ...  
 

I rise today with the power of God to guide 
me, with the strength of God to raise me, with the 
wisdom of God to lead me, with the vision of God 
to see for me, with the ears of God to hear for 
me, with the words of God to speak for me, with 
the hand of God to protect me, with the path of 
God before me, with the shield of God to guard 
me, with the friendship of God to keep me safe 

from the contriving of demons,  the temptations 
of sin, the inclinations of my nature, and 

everyone who wishes me harm, far and near, alone 
and in the crowd ...  

 

Christ protect me today ...  
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ 

behind me, Christ in me, Christ below me, Christ 
above me, Christ to the right of me, Christ to the 
left of me, Christ where I lie, Christ where I sit, 
Christ where I stand, Christ in the 
heart of everyone who thinks of 

me, Christ in the mouth of everyone 
who speaks of me, Christ in every 
eye which sees me, Christ in every 

ear which hears me.  
 

I rise today with a mighty 
power, calling on the Trinity, with a 
belief in the threeness, with a faith 

in the oneness of the creator of 
creation."  


