
Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  

(Matthew 6:34 ESV) 

I experienced a more difficult than usual time deciding what to write for this newsletter.  In the last 30 days we’ve heard tell of 

earthquakes, hurricanes, bombings, shootings, and all manner of evil calamity. 

If you aren’t yet praying with John the Evangelist “Come, quickly Lord Jesus” than I’m not sure what you’re waiting for. 

What makes this so hard is that we rarely hear about such things in the past tense.  Everything is breaking news.  
Technology is amazing to give us near instantaneous result, but it can be overwhelming.  We no longer allow ourselves the 
time and space to stop, process, reflect, regather, and find the resolve to do what can be done.  By the time we are done 

hearing about one bad thing, another already has our attention. 

I was reading an article from a mission society about the plight of Christians in Afghanistan.  It’s reported that just having a 
Bible app on one’s phone is a punishable offense.  Now that escape is an unlikely option, Christians in Afghanistan are 
requesting our prayers that they may remain faithful in the very real threat of persecution. (2 Thessalonians 1:4, 2 Timothy 

3:12) 

Permit me to prick your conscience with some perspective.  These Christians will risk life for whatever access they can find to 
the scriptures, they will meet in secret to “encourage one another all the more as they see the day drawing near” (Hebrews 

10:25).  They’ll do it because there is no one else to turn for eternal life.  (John 6:68) 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you. (Matthew 6:33 ESV) 

Now consider the indifference we’ve shown to the mysteries and promises of God.  Consider how we’ve let convenience, 
comfort, and personal preference dictate the lengths to which we’ll follow Jesus.  Consider what misplaced fears we’ve said 

are more important than the fear of the Lord.  

Speaking only for myself: May God be merciful to me, a sinner. 

I’m still convinced that all sin finds its home in idolatry: believing that anything could be more profound or meaningful than our 

creator and redeemer. 

What keeps you from seeking FIRST the kingdom of God?  Repent and believe the Gospel. 

Believe that Jesus is not indifferent toward you but loves you with all his heart, mind, and strength.  Believe that Jesus laid 
aside the comfort of heaven’s glory to wear your sin in his flesh so that you could wear his righteousness.  Believe that he 
offers to exchange your doubts and fears with a peace that goes beyond understanding, because you actually live in a far 

and greater kingdom. 

Seek first that kingdom.  And pray.  

For those who are persecuted.  (Mark 10:29–30, Hebrews 13:1-3)) 

For those who persecute.  (Matthew 5:43-48, Romans 12:14) 

For each other (Romans 12:10-12) 

that we are thoroughly equipped to stand firm in these gray and latter days (2 Timothy 3:10-17, Acts 14:22) 

O Spirit, who didst once restore 
Thy Church that it might be again 
The bringer of good news to men, 
Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more, 
That in these gray and latter days 
There may be those whose life is praise, 
Each life a high doxology 

To Father, Son, and unto Thee. (LSB 834:4) 

Faith Lutheran Church 
3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

(248) 887-5550 

FAX (248) 889-8115 
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Minutes from Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
August 19, 2021 

In Attendance:  Tom & Nancy Lombardo, Pastor Moyer, Chris & Tom Buckthorpe, Neil & Laura Hornbacher, 
Karen Cowart, Sharon Vogel, Kathy VanGordon, Tom & Cindy Tesolin, Guy York, Bill Kiley 

 

Excused:  Dean Ayers, Jacquie Rhodes 

 

The Voters Assembly was called to order by Tom Lombardo at 7:04 pm.  Tom Buckthorpe began the meeting 
with the opening prayer. 

Pastor started the meeting with a devotion from the book “Unveiling Mercy” by Chad Bird.  He shared an ex-
cerpt from the book - “Absolution is in God’s Wheelhouse”.   He also shared the Hebrew words for forgive –  
to hear, I forgive. 

Minutes from previous meeting were read by Nancy Lombardo.   A motion was made to accept the minutes 
with corrections by Chris Buckthorpe, seconded by Karen Cowart and approved by all. 

 

Pastor’s Report -  Pastor and the Elders are reviewing attendance records and contacting our members that 
have been absent.   

He has received materials for the Elders that includes some training information. 

Pastor is looking forward to the Circuit Worship service taking place at Christ Lutheran in Milford on Sunday, 
August 22nd.  We will be meeting with area churches for a service & a reception. 

 

Board of Education - Laura Hornbacher reported for the Board of Education.   

Sunday School will resume on Sunday, September 12th with Lower El & Upper El classes. 

VBS was great.  Lots of great helpers. 

 

Board of Elders - Tom Lombardo reported for the Board of Elders.  A copy of report is on file. 

Elders are encouraged to find people to fill the following Boards:  Elders, Trustees, Altar Guild, and Bereave-
ment.   

Pastor went over the new Elder Training material. 

Pastor reminded Elders to contact their members that have not been to church.  He has been contacting 
some of our shut-ins and taking them Communion as needed. 

 

Board of Family & Community Outreach - Kathy VanGorden reported for the Board of Family & Community 
Outreach.   

The school supplies outreach program ended on August 1st.  There was a tremendous collection of supplies 
from our members. 

No meeting is scheduled until Fall. 

 

Board of Trustees - Tom Buckthorpe provided a summary of the current projects. 

The parking lots are finished – still waiting for the stripes. 

Pavilion is coming along well – concrete will possibly be poured this week.   



Treasurers Report – Bill Kiley presented the July, 2021 Treasurers Report. 

Bill reviewed the payments made in July, largest for Iversons Lumber for the pavilion and Christ Lutheran for 
the Joint Worship service. 

He reviewed the financial statements and revenue received.  Karen Cowart commented that the Bereavement 
committee did not receive the $150 memorial donation from H. Chopp.  Bill will make sure to forward the   
money to the committee. 

Tom Buckthorpe read the letter that Bill sent to Carl Penzold. 

Motion to accept was made by Chris Buckthorpe, seconded by Sharon Vogel.  Motion accepted by all. 

 

Stephen Ministry – Guy York reported for the Stephen Ministry. 

They continue to meet at Mike Bockelman’s home.  Guy would like to get back to meeting at the church on 
Monday evenings.   

He would also like to add more caregivers to his group.  The need  for caregivers is growing. 

 

Music Ministry - None 

 

Old Business –   None 

 

New Business – Bill Kiley has written a check to Carl Petzold for $2,000 for his continued pastoral education.  
Evan Tino has also received $4,000 for his pastoral education last year which was approved by the Endow-
ment Committee. 

Bill asked for approval to write a check for $4,000 to Evan Tino for this year.  Sharon Vogel approved the    
motion to write the check to Evan Tino, Chris Buckthorpe seconded the motion and it was approved by all. 

Thrivent Financial manages the Endowment funds and we can use up to 5% of the funds for tuition for Evan   
& Carl. 

We need a person to monitor the memorial fund donations – this should be the objective of the Stewardship 
Committee. 

When the Nominating Committee is searching for candidates to nomination for board position openings in  
January, we should consider not only leaders but members that would be willing to join the Stewardship    
Committee. 

Guy discussed finding leaders for some of our boards, such as the Altar Guild. He feels that people will step up 
if they are approached. 

Pastor will check out some resources that will help guide us with these committees. 

Tom Buckthorpe asked about starting up Game Night again. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm by Karen Cowart.                                          . 

 

Tom Buckthorpe closed with the General Meeting Closing Prayer 
and the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Nancy Lombardo, Recording Secretary 

 



Starting Sept. 12th 

 

Listen & Learn about our Faith & Our Lord. 



This is what was shared at church in August by the Elder speaker.  

We thought you would enjoy reading it. 

 

The renowned pianist Van Cliburn had to learn to play scales, one note at a time. Everett Dirksen, famed U.S. 
Senator from Illinois who was known as the greatest of the “silver-tongued orators,” had to learn to read and 
write. Jackie Joyner-Kersee, who overcame severe poverty to win several gold medals in the Olympics, had 
to learn how to walk. Those of us who drive vehicles with manual transmissions had to master the technique 
of timing the clutch with the accelerator and the gear shift. Whatever we do, all of us have to begin some-
where. Including giving. 

 

Giving should be natural with us. After all, mankind was created in the image of God, and as we have seen 
previously, God is by nature one who gives. It follows logically that if we were created in God’s image, we, 
too, should be those who give.  

 

But that isn’t the case at all. Our sinful natures have preempted our desire and tendency to give. As a result, 
we usually concentrate on satisfying ourselves first rather than on giving. Although our faith in Christ gives us 
the capacity to overcome our sinful natures, we have to learn how to do that. Including giving. 

 

The Apostle Paul likens giving to farming. In Second Corinthians 9:6, he says, “ . . . whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.” Visualize this: A farmer de-
sires a large crop of winter wheat. He wants his ground to bring forth wheat to its maximum capacity. He 
wants a “bumper crop,” one that will strain the abilities of his machines and barns to handle. With that goal 
clearly in mind, he sets out in the fall to plant his crop that will be harvested the following summer. But he 
plants very few seeds. He reasons that if what he has planted turns out to be insufficient or inadequate, he 
can always plant more seeds in the spring. 

 

But something’s drastically wrong with this picture and with his thinking. In order to have a large harvest in 
July, it’s necessary to plant lots of seeds in September. It just doesn’t work to try to go back over the land in 
April or May in order to generate a frenzy of growing for the summer harvest. 

 

The same thing is true when it comes to giving. Whether the “reaping” that Paul speaks of is in this life or in 
eternity, the planting is to be done regularly, systematically, and generously along life’s way, not just at the 
end of life when our living is about over.  

 

The choice is up to us. As we use the resources God has entrusted to us, we decide what kind of harvest we 
will have. We determine whether to sow “sparingly” or to sow “generously.” In reality, our entire lives are a 
time of learning how to give and a time of planting in response to God’s love for us. 

 

But how much is “generous”? Obviously, there is no one answer that fits everyone. Just as God has entrusted 
different amounts to us as individuals and has placed us at different points on the economic spectrum for rea-
sons known only to Him, so there are different definitions to the term “generous.”  

 

But just as Van Cliburn learned the scales, one note at a time, we must learn to give. Generous giving starts 
where we are. If we are not giving to God, then we can start with something. If we are giving 5% to God, we 
can ask Him to enable us to give 6%. If we are giving 10%, we can ask Him to provide the wherewithal to give 
12%. In fact, we would do well to follow the example of industrialist R.G. LeTourneau who began with 10% 
and kept increasing his giving until he was giving 90% of all he made to the Lord’s work. 

 

Remember, “ . . . whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously.” Will you be a generous giver? Will you begin where you are? Will you trust God to provide 
for you so that you can “move up” in your giving, no matter what that means? And will you make whatever 
adjustments are necessary in your lifestyle to give in such a way that truly honors God? 



Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 

Applying Biblical Teachings 
 

When Jesus Christ becomes Savior and Lord of a person’s life, a new creation takes place (2 Cor. 
5:17). Old things truly pass away, and new things take their place. This is nowhere more visible than 
with a person’s outlook on money and material possessions. 

 

Take Zacchaeus, for example. Here was a man who had made it to the top. He was literally “king    
of the hill” as he looked down over the city of Jericho. But the respect, friendship and status that 
Zacchaeus longed for had eluded him as people from all walks of life despised him. After all, he was 
the chief tax collector. 

 

But when Jesus entered the life of this little man, the allegiance which Zacchaeus knew changed. He 
was no longer under the control of the world system as defined by Caesar. Now, he was accounta-
ble to Christ.  

 

As Ken Gire points out in Intimate Moments with the Savior, 

 

 . . . his soul knows that account isn’t good. The ledger is filled with entries of money extorted, 
money under the table, money skimmed off the top, money, money, money. That’s the bottom 
line for Zacchaeus. The bottom line of a bankrupt life. But the Savior isn’t looking for an audit. 
. . .Jesus is moved with compassion. . . .From behind the barriers he has erected around his 
heart, a flood of repentant feelings bursts forth. . . .What took a lifetime to accumulate, one 
sentence of devotion liquidates. And not by a token ten percent. Half to the poor. Fourfold to 
the defrauded. Look closely. Witness the miracle — a camel passing through the eye of a 
needle. 

 

As Christians — those who proclaim by that title that we are children of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ — our perspective on life should be different than non-Christians. How we acquire money, 
how we use it, and how we give it away should mark us as being followers of Christ. And just as 
Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his home gladly following that life-changing encounter at the syca-
more tree, we should welcome Christ’s presence in our lives gladly, with great joy as He alters the 
way we give. 

 
J. Alan Youngren wrote, “When we begin to give out of some legalistic need to perform as Chris-
tians, we are well on the way toward frustration and defeat in our stewardship. Before long this atti-
tude can lead to carelessness in giving, then reduction in giving and, finally, defeat in other areas of 
our spiritual lives.” 

 

Or as Wayne Watts put it: “Giving is the friend of wealth, for with it comes joy and fulfillment rather 
than disappointment.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Congratulations to 
those celebrating birth-
days in September: 

  

  1 Phyllis Acree  16 Brandon Genson 

  1 Jeremy Delor  16 John Krzok 

  1 Steve Delor  17 Rhonda Lavelle 

  2 Pat Labatsky  17 Mark Wilson 

  3 Ashton Genson  19 Debbie Tino 

  3 Carl Lemke   21 Sherry Hanovich 

  4 Dolores Arndt  22 Mike Bockelman 

  6 Rachel Ayers  22 Sherri Steigerwalt 

10 Mike Genson  22 Melinda Trainer 

10 Lois Greene  24 Bob Pierce 

11 Tim Claus   25 Connie Heger 

12 Stephen Ennis  25 Stan Nelson 

12 Brendan Kirchner  27 Carolyn Wilson 

14 Larry House  29 Katie Zechar 

15 John Zabik    

 

Congratulations to 
those celebrating    
anniversaries in 
September: 

 

Dan & Linda  Brown   9-08-1984 

Neil & Laura Hornbacher  9-10-2011 

Mike & Janet Hannewald  9-16-1972 

Jim & Debbie Cubr   9-17-2011 

Tom & Chris Buckthorpe  9-18-1982 

Dan & Andrea Reich  9-18-2010 

Sandi & Mike Bockelman  9-21-1963 

Bill & Theresa Erfourth  9-22-1973 

Nathan & Kathy Eriksen  9-23-1989 

Gary & Katie Tino   9-25-1954 

Tom & Gwili McDonnell  9-26-1970 

George & Sandy Rilett  9-29-1962 

Men’s Burger-n-Brew 
 

 

Our next B-n-B is being 
planned for September 18 at 
11:00 am.  Please let Pastor 
know you’re coming no later 
than September 16. 
 

This will help tremendously in making the     
B-n-B a great event for the men of the con-
gregation. ALL confirmed young men and 
men of the congregation are welcome and 
encouraged to join us as we have a short   
devotion with some great food & fellowship.  

It’s been a blessing to 
have such a wonderful 
church family. Thank you 
all so much for the cards 
and prayers during my 
surgery and recovery. 
Also, thank you for the 
lovely prayer shawl. Every time I use it,               
I feel God’s love surrounding me. 

 

Diane Wilson 

We received the following thank you from Carl 
Petzold who we are supporting through his 
ministry training: 

 

“Now the full number of those who believed were 
of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of 
the things that belonged to him was his own, but 
they had everything in common. And with great 
power the apostles were giving their testimony to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all. There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as were owners of lands 
or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and 
it was distributed to each as any had need.”          
Acts 4:32-35 

 

Dear Mr. William Kiley and the faithful congrega-
tion of Faith Lutheran Church, 

 

Thank you so much for your very generous       
support of our family as we continue along in my 
training for the pastoral ministry! 

Great grace is upon you all through the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus for the forgiveness 
of sins and eternal life! 

We rejoice with you and we thank you for sharing 
your love with us! 

God’s peace be with you always! 

 

In the love of Christ,  

Carl, Amber Joshua & Lydia Petzold 



Luther on Preserving the Church 

 
God help us as he helped our forefathers, and as he will help our heirs to the honor and 

glory of his divine name forever. For after all we are not the ones who can preserve the 
church, nor were our forefathers able to do so.  Nor will our successors have this power.  

No, it was, is, and will be he who says, “I am with you always, to the close of the age.”  As 
it says in Hebrews 13 [:8], “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever,” and in 
Revelation 1 [:8], “He who is and who was and who is to come.”  This is his name and no 

one else’s; nor may anyone else be called by that name.   
 
A thousand years ago you and I were nothing, and yet the church was preserved at that 

time without us.  He who is called “who was” and “yesterday” had to accomplish this.  
Even during our lifetime we are not the church’s guardians.  It is not preserved by us, for 

we are unable to drive off the devil in the persons of the pope, the sects, and evil men.  If it 
were up to us the church would perish before our very eyes, and we together with it (as we 
experience daily).  For it is another Man who obviously preserves both the church and us.  

He does this so plainly that we could touch and feel it, if we did not want to believe it.  We 
must leave this to him who is called “who is” and “today.”  Likewise we will contribute 

nothing toward the preservation of the church after our death.  He who is called “who is to 
come” and “forever” will accomplish it.  What we are now saying about ourselves in this 
respect, our ancestors also had to say, as is borne out by the Psalms and the Scriptures.  

And our descendants will make the same discovery, prompting them to join us and the  
entire church in singing Psalm 124: “If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, let 
Israel now say.” 

Dean Rhodes & Pastor Claus taking a 
break from roofing the pavilion. 

Thanks for all your hard work !!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A weekly, 30-minute Lutheran  
broadcast worship service on the  
following channels: 

Comcast—channel 399 

Direct TV—channel 377 

Over-the-air Digital Channel—18.4 
Check listings for exact times 

Electronic Giving 

 

Electronic Giving is still available if you 
wish to participate.  

 

Please use the following link: 

faithhighland.com/give 

 

Thank you so much! 

 

Our mission is to wel-
come and unite God’s 
people to nurture faith 
through the Gospel, 
and provide opportuni-
ties and  commitment 
to serve Christ through 
our ministry within the            
congregation and the 
community. 

Laboring for the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For many people, the pandemic redefined 
work, with more employees logging hours from 
a home office — or kitchen table. Boundaries 
between job and personal life blurred, as did 
any sense of being “off duty.” 

Most of us prefer clear divisions between our 
tasks and time. While such separations may 
help with scheduling, they are artificial human 
constructs. “Whatever your task,” says Colos-
sians 3:23 (NRSV, emphasis added) — wheth-
er in public or private, family or job, spiritual or 
worldly activities — “put yourselves into it as 
done for the Lord.” Verse 17 tells us to “do 
everything” in Jesus’ name, “giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.” 

That means even work and worship interlock. 
As Rick Warren writes, “Work becomes wor-
ship when you dedicate it to God and perform 
it with an awareness of his presence.” 

Perfect Peace 
 
Peace is Christ’s distinctive gift — not money, 
not worldly ease, not temporal prosperity. 
These are at best very questionable posses-
sions. They often do more harm than good to 
the soul. They act as clogs and weights to our 
spiritual life. 
 
Inward peace of            
conscience, arising from a 
sense of pardoned sin and 
reconciliation with God, is 
a far greater blessing. This 
peace is the property of all 
believers, whether high or 
low, rich or poor. 
 
—J.C. Ryle 



Stephen Ministry  

 
How have the Stephen Ministry newsletter and bulletin articles affected you?  Have you been think-
ing about ways you might become more active in serving Christ?  Has it occurred to you a benefit of 
membership of Faith Lutheran Church is the opportunity to serve Christ in organized programs and 
missions (current and future)?  Did it occur to you that Faith Church boards and committees exist for 
the purpose of providing opportunities for service? 

 

Church Function:  Official documents of Faith Lutheran Church and re-printed at the top of our 
church bulletin every week is out Mission Statement: “Our mission is to welcome and unite God’s 
people, to nurture faith through the Gospel, and provide opportunities and commitment to serve 
Christ through our Ministry within the congregation and the community.” 

 

Church Membership:  Official church documents also state that its members:  ”Contribute regularly 
and faithfully, as God has prospered them, toward the building of Christ’s Kingdom … and  “Devote 
their time and talents to the extension of the kingdom of God”.  Does this statement define your 
membership of Faith Church? 

 

Of the several Faith boards and committees organized for its members to serve God, the boards that 
oversee the operation of the Stephen Ministry program are Elders and Stewardship.  Again, from 
those official documents, the roles of those boards include: 

 

a. “Assist the Pastor in all matters pertaining to the spiritual welfare of the congregation.” And … 
“assist him in visiting members.” 

b. “Discover the talents of the membership …”.  And assist in enlisting members “in congregational 
programs and activities”. 

c. Assist in training lay workers. 
d. Communicate with the congregation on local congregational programs and opportunities to      

extend our community advocacy and outreach. 
e. Educate and encourage the congregation on its Christian responsibility to contribute time,        

talents, and possessions. 
 

Have you been thinking about maybe becoming a Stephen Minister?  If so, now is a good time to 
talk about this with Pastor Moyer or Guy York.  We will be beginning our next training class soon and 
would love to have you join us.  Please give one of us a call.  Prayerfully consider if serving Christ 
through an organized ministry at Faith is what you have been looking for and what the Holy Spirit 
has been guiding you toward. 

 

 

 



Just for Fun: 

A recent voters meeting brought up the inquiry of bringing back the (somewhat) monthly game 
night we used to host.  We’re looking into it: trying to gauge people’s willingness to fellowship in-
person.  The goal being to bring about opportunities to build and strengthen friendship; it wouldn’t 
have to be games, though I wouldn’t be disappointed if it were.  Many of you know my fondness for 
the tabletop hobby.   

In fact, I started including this “Just for Fun” column in the newsletter to give myself an outlet for 
esoteric things I enjoy:  like trivia and strange historical tidbits, documentaries about coffee 
production, how the stethoscope got invented or the etymology of words, and very occasionally 
board games. 

Like most hobbies, there’s usually a spot on the internet dedicated to mutual pursuit and celebration. 

With board games, there are website full of photos of people’s personal game collections, 
annoyingly called “shelfies.”  Akin to that is what’s known as the “shelf of shame”: purchased games 
that have never been played or sometimes even opened.  This can happen when people fall so deep 
into the hobby, they buy more games than they have time to play. 

My humble brag is that out of the 100+ games we own, there is only one resident on our shelf of 
shame: Here I Stand: a game that bills itself as a historical simulation of the mid sixteenth century.  I 
know I just lost most of you with that sentence but don’t worry, this one is never coming to game 
night and here’s why: 

• The rule books (plural, there are two of them) weigh 
in at about 40 pages each. 

• The box description recommends playing with the 
full contingent of 6 players. 

• It then suggests that you can expect the game to 
last about two hours per player involved.  And that’s 
assuming each player already knows the rules. 

• It has hundreds upon hundreds of unique, tiny 
cardboard chits that keep track of everything from 
battles between the Hapsburgs and the Ottomans, 
theological debates of protestant reformers and the 
papacy, discovery and colonization of the New 
World, to whether or not Henry VIII produced a 
male heir this turn.    

But it’s still amazing to me that all of this can exist in one game and I’d very much like to see it in 
action. I’m conscious of the irony that I as a Lutheran pastor will never get to play a game that 
features the Reformation so prominently.  So, every once in a while I skim through the rule books, 
pull out the board, set up the pieces and shuffle the cards dreaming about the day when I will know 
5 other people as weird as me… 

Speaking of, anyone got a few dozen hours to spare? 

Thanks for reading! 
 

 

Books I’m reading this month: 

The Care of Souls 
by Harold Senkbeil 



 

 



St. Paul's School Supply Collection 
 
 
A very big thank you to everyone who purchased school supplies.  These items were delivered, and 
St. Paul's was so thankful for the help.  In addition to the supplies listed below we also gave them 
$135 to fill in what might not have been purchased.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
 

     66 Boxes of 24 Crayons 
     13 Packs of Highlighters 
     58 Boxes of Colored Pencils 
     47 Eraser Packs 
     23 Hand Sanitizer 
     29 Packs of Pencils 
     8 Calculators 
     10 Packs of Markers 
     19 Pencil Sharpeners 
     21 Packs of Pens 
     11 Packs of Face Masks 
     10 Folders 
     6 Packs of Sticky Notes 
     6 Staplers 
     100 Glue Sticks 
     14 Boxes of Kleenex 
     6 Binders 
     25 Pairs of Scissors 
     15 Pencil Pouches 
     35 Spiral Notebooks 
     38 Composition Books 
     13 Protractors 
     1 Roll of Tape 
     19 Packs of Ruled Paper 
     41 Rulers 
     25 Back Packs 
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Learn from Leaves 
 
As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping apple cider, ponder this saying: 
“Autumn shows us how beautiful it is to let things go.” 
 
When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they turn vibrant shades of yellow, orange 
and red. This yearly spectacle makes way for the leaves to let go and fall. It also 
serves as a good reminder of things we may need to drop: clutter around the home, 
a desire for control, commitments that no longer bring joy, personal expectations 
that cause added stress, a need to always be right and so on. 
 
Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-
Paul had to abandon his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go of what weighs us 
down and gets in the way of God’s best for our lives. Embrace fall as a season of 
change and see just how beautiful it is to let things go!                   
              —Janna Firestone 


