
                              Freedom 

 

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery…you were 
called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 

another.”  (Galatians 5) 

 

On January 1, 1863 President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation, legally ending slavery in those states not under Union control.  
From that point on, those held in the cruel bondage of captivity were legally free.  

The reality of that freedom, however, the true emancipation depended on Union 
victory. Two years later, the confederates surrendered, and two months after that, 
fighting between the sides was still breaking out in the south of Texas for those 

who had not received or did not believe the word.  It was on June 19th, 1865, 
remembered today as Juneteenth, that the Emancipation Proclamation was read 

by Union forces in Galveston, TX announcing and enforcing the freedom that had 

been declared two years earlier. 

Going further back On July 2, 1776 (that’s not a typo) the Continental Congress 
declared its freedom from Great Britain.  Of course, the claim of that declaration 

depended on the success of the Continental Army to maintain its borders and the 
will of the people to govern themselves.  What was already true in 1776 would not 

become experienced reality until after the war had ended.  Independence Day was 

real, but was also not yet. 

2000 years ago, your savior Jesus declared with his flesh and blood on the cross, 
your emancipation from selfishness and death with the words “IT IS FINISHED.”  

At that point your freedom was assured, but your emancipation into that reality 
still waits. The war with sin still rages, the assaults of the evil one still threaten 

and tempt you to not hear or believe what is absolutely true in Jesus’ Word, the 
fallen mind, body, and spirit still lashes out in a last-ditch effort to rebel against 
the will of its creator – but it is already finished.  The proclamation has been made 

henceforth and forevermore, freedom has been declared to all people in the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ, and the war will be ending soon.     

Though we live between the “now and not-yet” of Christian hope and Gospel 

fulfillment you are free and you are being freed, by the blood of Jesus. 

Happy Independence Day. 

-Pastor Moyer 
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May 29, 2021 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;                                                                                                                   
His mercies never come to an end; they are new                                                                                                       
every morning; great is Your faithfulness.                                                                                                                     
“The Lord is my portion," says my soul,                                                                                                                     
"therefore I will hope in Him."                                                                                                                                    
- Lamentations 3:22-24 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Having completed two full years of seminary, we have reached the halfway point of our four-year process and are 
now preparing to head out on vicarage! We have been assigned to serve the faithful at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in Moline, Illinois, which is near the Mississippi River and part of the Quad Cities. Carl will be the 52nd  

vicar for their congregation, which has a longstanding tradition of training up future pastors for the work of the 
ministry in Christ's church. 

We are excited to begin vicarage on August 1 st and we will be moving from Fort Wayne the last week of July into 

a house that is located right across the street from the church. The vicarage experience will provide hands-on 

learning and we will be there for a full year. After that, we will be moving back to Fort Wayne for a fourth and 

final year at the seminary. 

We have continually been uplifted by your love and support and we appreciate your prayers and encouragement as 
we continue to enjoy the blessings that God places before us each and every day. Especially, we give thanks to 
God that we have received the blessing of another child whom we're expecting will be born in October, Lord        
willing! Our Lord's steadfast love never ceases. His mercies are new to us every morning. Our hope is in the Lord. 
Great is His faithfulness! 

God's peace be with you! 

In the love of Christ, 

 

P.S. If you would like to reach us in the next year by mail or a visit to Moline, our address will be: 
4108 21 st Ave 

Moline, IL 61265 



In Attendance— Cindy Tesolin, Bill Kiley, Sharon Vogel, Karen Cowart, Neil and Laura Hornbacher, Pastor 
Moyer, Guy York & Dean Ayers. 

Excused: Tom and Nancy Lombardo 

 

The Voters Assembly was called to order by Neil Hornbacher at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Pastor started the meeting with a devotion from Mark 3:27. 

 

Minutes from previous meeting were read by Laura Hornbacher.  A motion was made by Cindy Tesolin with 
corrections, seconded by Guy York, and approved by all. 

 

Pastor’s Report - Have been making lots of phone calls and visits for home bound and members with health 
needs. 

He has been working with Mike Stanley about our safety precautions and the protocols that are ever changing.  
More to come later in the meeting. 

Meeting with pastors and talking about Kensington Circuit joint worship service (title in the works). Looking at 
August 22nd 4:00 p.m. for every congregation in the circuit as well as a few others that have participated in the 
circuit.  Christ Milford will be hosting it outdoors.  A guest pastor will be invited to do the sermon.  Going to 
have time in the service to have people share about how God has blessed them and seen them through the 
pandemic over the last year. Meal will be following from Christ Milford.  Volunteers will be asked to help with 
the meal.  Also looking at doing a joint choir. 

 

Board of Education – No meeting 

 

Board of Elders—No meeting     

  

Board of Family & Community Outreach -   Sharon Vogel reported for the Board of Family & Community 
Outreach.  Just reported that the chip clips came in. 

 

Board of Trustees – Bill Kiley reported for Steve Tino for the Board of Trustees.  A copy of report is on file.  
The building permit is ready.  Next week they start drilling post holes.  The first layer of asphalt on the upper 
parking lot has been poured.  Second layer will be put in after they pour the pavilion floor. 

Search is still on for new trustees.  

  

Treasurers Report – Bill Kiley presented the Treasurers Report.  Report on file. 

Karen Genson has three checks if needed if Bill Kiley is out of town.   

Snow plowing/salt and sand was discounted for the winter. 

Motion to accept was made by Karen Cowart, seconded by Guy York.  Motion accepted by all. 

 

Stephen Ministry – Guy York reported for Stephen Ministry.  Continuing to meet by-weekly.  Looking to see 
more action within the next two months! 

 

Music Ministry  - None 

 

Voting Members Reinstated/Reception—None 

 

 

 

Minutes from Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
June 17, 2021 



Communicant membership applications or transfers—None 

 

Old Business – Suggestion for Safe practices for Faith Lutheran guidelines passed out.  Pastor has been 
talking with Christ Lutheran about their guidelines.  Seem stricter because of their school but in the bigger pic-
ture they are moving quicker.  We were working under the assumption of our July 1st opening from the state 
but since the announcements today from the governor that all policies will be lifted on Monday, June 21st there 
was discussion about moving this to sooner…It was decided that we would stick with the 4th of July date of 
lifting the mask mandate at church and returning to the Table (rail) for communion, as well as, resume pass-
ing of the collection plates through the pews again.  An insert will be made for the next two weeks to inform 
and prepare.  Pastor will also make announcements during the services for the next two weeks.  Motion to 
accept this suggestion was made by Cindy Tesolin, seconded by Karen Cowart.  All in favor. 

Bill Kiley called our security company.  He talked to them about the contact people on our list of people to call 
when the alarm goes off.  Bill will update the company on our list of 3 (at least) with Steve Tino being first, 
Keith Appold, and Bill Kiley will be third with Pastor being 4th on the list…Tom Tesolin can be added to the list 
next year as our 5th.  Also checking with Dan and Linda Brown to see if they could be on the list? 

 

New Business – Karen Cowart reported that there are two round clothes hangers in the attic that she would 
like to borrow.  Permission from the voters was granted. 

Pastor is requesting funds to be donated for the joint worship that is needed to help with the cost of the event.  
This could be a door offering with our services or is there a place that we can use it from our church funds?  It 
was requested that $500 be used from the undesignated fund.  The motion to approve $500 to use for the 
joint worship service in August was made by Cindy Tesolin, seconded by Sharen Vogel.  There will also be a 
door offering at the service for Wellspring to help with children affected by the pandemic. 

Bill Kiley received a letter from Carl Petzold.  He is halfway through his seminary studies, and he thanks us for 
our support. 

Dean Ayers wants us to start thinking about our new pavilion.  Will we be leasing/renting it out to the commu-
nity?  Will we furnish it with tables and chairs for our use?   Assuming the water and electricity will be turned 
off when not in use.  We do need to start thinking about how this will be handled in the future.  Will we 
charge?  Will that be a liability for our church?  Discussions with Steve Tino will be held in the future for his 
thoughts on this.  With the security grant, could we have a video camera pointed toward the new pavilion or in 
the area to keep an eye on it? 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:03 by Neil Hornbacher.                                      . 

Neil Hornbacher closed with the General Meeting Closing Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Nancy Lombardo, Recording Secretary 

Recorded and typed by Laura Hornbacher 



This is what was shared at church in June by the Elder speaker.  

We thought you would enjoy reading it. 

 

 

Will your Living Faith be taking a vacation this summer? 

 

Most of us are usually given to planning the activities of our lives. For example, we de-
termine in advance when we’ll leave for a family vacation, where we’ll stop along the 
way, how much we’ll spend, and so forth. We also try to plan for how we’ll use our 
time and financial resources in other areas of life. Some of us are more skilled at plan-
ning and preparation than others, but all of us — to one degree or another — plan and 
prepare for what we need to do in the course of daily living.  

 

Does the same planning apply to our living faith, when it comes to giving and serving? 

 

Some of us are genuine creatures of habit. We are so into our routines that if the 
Smithsonian ever featured an exhibit on mankind’s habitual practices, we might be 
among the first the museum would call to participate. That’s not to say habitual giving 
is necessarily to be avoided. But don’t let good habits prevent the Holy Spirit from 
leading you to more opportunities, special needs or extra gifts that go above and be-
yond our regular support of the Lord’s work. 

 

Some may take a different approach. They do not give out of habit or routine; they 
don’t plan to give at all.   And if an opportunity from the Lord does come up it may not 
find room in the middle of everything else. 

 

As you go about your summer, think about how your plans include a living faith.  What 
opportunities will the Lord bring you to, to receive the abundance of his gifts.  What 
kind of opportunities will the Lord bring you to, to share those gifts with others. This 
kind of serving and giving is part of our lifestyle as God’s children so that we’ll plan 
and be prepared to give and serve, no matter what. And this kind of giving will never 
have to be concerned about standing before Christ someday trying to explain how you 
used His blessings of time, talent, and treasure.   

 

Make plans and prepare to cheerfully give and serve and see how God will bless you 
with opportunities to faithfully make use of his abundant riches. Whatever you do and 
wherever you go this summer, know that your Living Faith goes with you, because the 
Lord who is the author and perfecter of that faith goes with you too. 
 

 



Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 

Applying Biblical Teachings 
 

“Strategic planning” is a two-word term that can best be described as a “buzz word.” It’s in vogue. 
It’s trendy for businesses (and churches) to talk about and engage in strategic planning. 

 

Frequently, when quizzed about why they should engage in strategic planning, business owners and 
managers will respond with a host of reasons and yet miss the basic benefit that comes from plan-
ning: Businesses which plan are more profitable than those which do not. In other words, those who 
aim at something are more likely to hit it than those who aim at nothing. 

 

Similarly, when it comes to giving, Christians are to develop a “strategic plan.” We are instructed to 
set aside funds systematically, regularly, for support of the Lord’s work. In that way, when we come 
to worship each week, we’ll be prepared to give. We will have “planned” our giving under the divine 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. Then, by giving that which we have set aside, we will put our plan to 
work as the offering is received. 

 

Yes, the Holy Spirit can and sometimes does lead us to give gifts in a spontaneous manner without 
planning. But as a rule, spontaneous, unplanned giving is the exception. Most of the time, God 
wants His people to give systematically and to respond to His direction in their lives by careful plan-
ning. 

 

Speaking of consistent givers (the kind who generally plan their giving), Randy Alcorn described 
them as the “backbone of the church.” Such people do not miss giving to the Lord’s work, even 
when they are unable to attend. Just because they are not physically present when the offering plate 
is passed does not mean that they skip a Sunday or two in supporting the life and ministry of the 
church. 

 

Be ready to give as the Spirit of God leads, even on a moment’s notice. Be ready to give when a 
special need arises. But most of all, develop a “strategic plan” to give by seeking God’s direction 
concerning your giving and by putting aside funds in preparation for giving. Then “work your plan” by 
giving those funds as you gather at Faith Lutheran Church with other Christians each Lord’s Day. 
And when you can’t be present for worship, plan carefully to be sure that your giving follows your 
plan. Remember, the work and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church go on week after week, even when 
you are unable to be present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Congratulations to those 
celebrating birthdays in 
July: 
  

  1 Dennis Goers  14 Gail Lowe  

  1 Connie Schutt  15 Gwili McDonnell 

  2 Yvonne Pirozek  15 Ruby Richards 

  4 Paige Christensen  21 Adrienne Stewart 

  6 Ian Hartsell   22 Kyle Jones 

  7 Riley Smith   24 Pastor Moyer 

10 Sharon Vogel  25 Erin Rickle 

11 Anthony Flores  26 Jo-Ann Ruczynski 

11 Carolyn Grunwald  27 John Dickson 

13 Tony Acree   29 Cindy Appold 

13 Jim Steck   30 Linda Carter 

 

Congratulations to 
those celebrating    
anniversaries in July: 
 

Justin & Andrea Thurm  7-03-1999 

Larry & Connie House  7-08-1967 

Eric & Kim  Russell   7-09-1993 

Mike & Phyllis Acree  7-21-1984 

Joe & Linda Hadley   7-27-1981 

Jim &  Dawn Scrivo   7-27-2002 

Keith Appold & Cindy       
Wiseman were married at Faith 
Lutheran Church on June 26, 
2021. May their marriage be 
blessed by the Lord and may 
they find happiness and joy with 
each other as they live out their 
lives together. Congratulations 
from your Faith family! 

Trustees Needed 
We are in need of volunteers to join the      
Trustees. We especially need one volunteer 
for early service and more for late service. 
Please contact Steve Tino at 248-459-2446 if 
you can help out. Thanks! 

Faith Family, 

 

I cannot thank all of you enough for the help with 
Mike’s Memorial Service and luncheon. The 
food that was made was wonderful and the set-
up looked beautiful.  

Everyone’s cards, phone 
calls and prayers are and 
were so appreciated. 

 

I love my Faith Family! 

 

Men’s Burger-n-Brew Update 
 

We would like very much to continue our men’s gathering each month. In order 
to do that, though, we would need some help with the planning. The most       
important thing is to let Pastor know, ahead of time, if you plan to attend. This  
is so that meal planning can occur.  
 

Our next BnB is being planned for July 17 at 11:00 am.  This is also the same 
day as the youth car wash, so consider having your car washed and supporting 
our youth group while you’re here!  Please let Pastor know you’re coming            
no later than 7/15. 
 

This will help tremendously in making the B-n-B a great event for the men of the 
congregation. ALL confirmed young men and men of the congregation are welcome and encour-
aged to join us as we have a short devotion with some great food & fellowship. Don’t forget to bring 
your beverage of choice. See ya there!  



 

VBS 2021         
 

The Fruit of the Spirit 
July 26—30      6:30-7:30pm 

 
Our Dear Faith Family,  
 

Another year of challenges are behind us and we are ready to celebrate!  
  

Faith’s Board of Education has decided to hold our VBS outdoors again, at our 
church, July 26-30 from 6:30-7:30p.m. We are still taking light precautions so all will 
feel comfortable to come and have some fun and fellowship and teach our Lord’s 
word to our kids! 
 

Our “Praise Party in the Parking Lot” this year will be much like last year….  a version 
of our normal opening and closing with a short, fun lesson/message in between. Then 
some fun little extra and snack each night. This year’s theme is Super Fruit (The Fruit 
of the Spirit), Galatians 5 .  
 

We’ll also have the Slip~N~Slide afterwards on Thursday and Friday, weather permit-
ting… If we have to make the call to cancel an evening due to weather conditions, we 
will post it on our website.  

 

We are looking for help with set-up & clean-up each day and volunteers to stand 
at the edge of the hill by M59.  We want to keep our children safe!                              

Your help is much appreciated !!!!!! 
 

We do plan to maintain a social distance by placing mats and blankets in 6-10’ areas 
for each family (feel free to bring lawn chairs, umbrellas... sunscreen). Your “group” 
will be who you come with; we will not be putting the children into our usual Tribe fami-
lies as in past years. Please remind children to use the bathroom prior to coming, just 
to limit the traffic in and out of the church.  Please feel free to bring/wear your own 
mask and do what your family is most comfortable with during these still uncertain 
times. 
 

We will have forms and a link for registrations soon.  

Please save the dates and plan to join us for a week of fun!! Feel free to contact the 
church office at 248-887-5550 with any questions, comments, concerns, ideas…. 

 

Galatians 5:22 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,                                         

faithfulness, 
23 

gentleness and self-control…  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR NEXT OUTREACH MEETING is Tuesday, July 13 at 9:30 am—Anyone is 
welcome to come to the meeting to see what we’re all about!!! 

 

Faith Family and Community Outreach Committee 

Soldier’s Angels is an organization that provides services and support for our military 
families.  One of their projects is to provide care kits to service members.  Because 
they are located in San Antonio, TX it is not practical for us to collect items here and 
incur the cost of shipping.  They do however maintain an Amazon Wish List and of 
course cash donations are welcome.  Please take a few moments to look at their web-
site to explore their mission and consider offering your support. 

Their Mission:  The mission of Soldiers’ Angels is to provide aid, comfort, and re-
sources to the military, veterans, and their families. 

Their Vision:  The vision of Soldiers’ Angels is to ensure military, wounded military, 
veterans, and their families have access to needed community resources and support. 

Their Values:  The values of Soldier’s Angels:  Compassion, Dedication, Effective-
ness, Efficiency, Collaborative, Credibility, Responsiveness. 

This is just one of the many ways they serve our military families across the country 
and here in Michigan.  If you are looking for a way to volunteer, or perhaps you are a 
military or veteran family in need of assistance, please check them out at 
www.soldiersangels.org 
 
 

The Luke Project 52 – Flint - The goal for the new Luke Project 52 in Flint is to be 
operational in September. They could use your help in purchasing some items that are 
needed to get started. They have created an Amazon Wish List which can be viewed 
at https://a.co/cmbbdcI. If you choose to make a purchase, please elect to have the 
items shipped directly to them. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

The Outreach Committee is going to be doing another project with St. Paul’s in 
Pontiac. We will be collecting school supplies for a backpack project. There will be a 
display by the upstairs coat rack at church with all the information including a list of 
what they are collecting. You may also place your donations there. 

This collection project is going to be on display from July 4 to August 1. 

 

Please see the next page for items we will be collecting: 

http://www.soldiersangels.org
https://a.co/cmbbdcI


 

Items Needed for the 

St. Paul School Backpack Program 

 

 

    Glue Sticks 

    Rulers 

    Scissors 

    Erasers 

    Pencils (#2) 

    Pens (Blue/Black) 

    Pencil Sharpeners 

    Protractors 

    Calculators 

    Crayons 

    Markers/Highlighters 

    Colored Pencils 

    Lined 3-hole Paper 

    Sticky Notes/Post-it Notes 

    3 Ring Binders (1” x 3”) 

    Composition Books 

    Spiral Notebooks 

    Book Covers 

    Hand Sanitizer 

    Kleenex 

    Face Masks 



James Madison on Martin Luther 

 
Late in 1821, Rev. Frederick Schaeffer presided over the cornerstone laying of a new building for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Matthew in New York City. Afterward, he sent his homily to James 
Madison, the “Father of the U.S. Constitution,” and chief author of the Bill of Rights.  [Madison replied:] 

     

It is a pleasing and persuasive example of pious zeal, united with pure benevolence and of a cordial 
attachment to a particular creed, untinctured with sectarian illiberality. It illustrates the excellence of a 
system which, by a due distinction, to which the genius and courage of Luther led the way, between what is 
due to Caesar and what is due God, best promotes the discharge of both obligations. The experience of the 
United States is a happy disproof of the error so long rooted in the unenlightened minds of well-meaning 
Christians, as well as in the corrupt hearts of persecuting usurpers, that without a legal incorporation of 
religious and civil polity, neither could be supported. A mutual independence is found most friendly to 
practical Religion, to social harmony, and to political prosperity.  

 

Schaeffer had struck several notes that resonated with Madison, so much so that the aging former president 
and constitutional patriarch noted “a due distinction, to which the genius and courage of Luther led the way, 
between what is due to Caesar and what is due God, best promotes the discharge of both obligations.” Wow. 
The drafter of the Bill of Rights, including the First Amendment (“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”), wrote, “The genius and courage of 
Luther led the way.” 

In view of texts like “The truth shall make you free” (John 8:32) and “Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and unto God what is God’s” (Matt. 22:21), Luther asserted that the conscience, the religious convictions of 
the individual Christian, belong to God and not the government. The Bible teaches two distinct realms. 

The “right hand” realm or kingdom is that of the Church. In this kingdom there is to be no coercion, no 
force, no corporal punishment. It is a kingdom ruled solely by the Word of God in service to the Gospel of 
Christ. “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). It is a kingdom whose glory is hidden in weakness, 
small numbers, persecution, reviling, etc. It makes no sense to reason whatsoever–things like “the 
resurrection of the body,” “baptismal regeneration,” “the body and blood of Christ,” in the Lord’s Supper, 
etc. 

The “left hand” kingdom is temporal government. This kingdom, too, is established by God (Rom. 13:1–7). 
It flows form the Fourth Commandment (“Honor thy father and mother”). This kingdom operates not by 
revelation, but by reason or natural law. The Gentiles, “when they do the things of the law, demonstrate that 
the law is written on their hearts” (Rom. 2:14) The governing authorities “do not bear the sword in 
vain” (Rom. 13:4). Temporal government is established by God for maintaining good order, peace, to thwart 
evil (by just war and other means), etc. When government forbids the Gospel, however, or commands us to 
act against a Christian conscience informed by the inerrant Word of God, then “we must obey God rather 
than men” (Acts 5:29). 

As James Madison indicated to Pastor Schaeffer, our founders had a view of the relationship of church and 

state that was much closer to Luther than that of modern secularists. The Church serves the state by 
providing a moral, charitable and decent people. The state serves the Church by providing peace and order, a 
context in which religious ends may prosper. The state is not to legislate matters of religious conscience. The 

church is not to meddle in the affairs of the state, nor is it to expect the state to operate according to anything 
other than sound reason. 

Pastor’s note: at this point in the newsletter, I usually include a reading from a church father or reformer but 
I’m including a different perspective this month.  The following is excerpted from a January 2015 LCMS Re-

porter article by synod president Matthew Harrison.  The full article can be retrieved from 
https://witness.lcms.org/2015/genius-and-courage/ 

https://witness.lcms.org/2015/genius-and-courage/


 

 

 

 

Car Wash  
 

 

When: Saturday July 17th 11am to 2pm 

Where: Faith Lutheran Church 3501 E. Highland Rd, Highland, MI 48357 

Cost: Donation 

 

 

Come out and support our Youth Group.  

F.L.Y. Faith Lutheran Youth  

 



 

 

 

Faith. 

Fellowship. 

Maybe even some food! 
ALL AGES Summer Sunday School 

begins June 6 between services. 

Come learn and grow together! 

 

 

 

 

 

A weekly, 30-minute Lutheran  
broadcast worship service on the  
following channels: 

Comcast—channel 399 

Direct TV—channel 377 

Over-the-air Digital Channel—18.4 
Check listings for exact times 

Electronic Giving 

 

Electronic Giving is still available if you 
wish to participate.  

 

Please use the following link: 

faithhighland.com/give 

 

Thank you so much! 

 

Our mission is to wel-
come and unite God’s 
people to nurture faith 
through the Gospel, 
and provide opportuni-
ties and  commitment 
to serve Christ through 
our ministry within the            
congregation and the 
community. 

As it does this year, July 4 fell on Sunday in 1937. While Pastor Eldred            
Johnston led worship that morning in Paulding, Ohio, local kids set off fire-
crackers nearby (restrictions were rare back then). Realizing he needed to act, 
the pastor slipped outside during a hymn and found the revelers. 
 
But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston stayed calm. “I used to enjoy 
shooting fireworks too,” he said, adding that he knew it was a fun way to cele-
brate. “But many in this town are gathered in worship, and the noise is very  
distracting. All I’m asking is that you wait until church services are over — 
about noon — and then shoot firecrackers all you want.” The pastor smiled at 
each youth and returned to church. 
 
Recounting that experience in Liberty magazine, Johnston said he half-
expected to hear defiant explosions. Instead, the kids waited respectfully until 
worship was over. When conflicts loom, may we heed that example — and this 
advice from Proverbs: “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word 
stirs up anger” (15:1, NIV). 



Stephen Ministry  
 

A post-teen young woman with an eating disorder is in a recovery center for the   
second time because “mom hates me”.  A highly talented athlete who loved the 
game he played suffered a career ending injury because “dad made me”.  In both 
cases the parents were exemplary, loving, caring.  But, one thing they failed to see 
was that their child saw the parent’s wishes and hopes for them as expectations.  
Whenever they failed an objective - a daily occurrence in their mind - they chalked it 
up as just another example of them disappointing the parent.  With that disappoint-
ment comes the need for the child to have to listen to the parent go on and on about 

how rotten a person they are, which of course is not the case, but their frame of mind.   

 

This back and forth “I can’t please them” vs. “if they only see things the way I do” is played out in the 
2009 movie Everything’s Fine, by Kirk Jones.  Robert De Niro plays Frank, the recently widowed 
father of four adult children who lie to their dad because they don’t want him to know that his 
“expectations” for them had not been achieved.  Rather, now that mom is gone and they have to 
speak directly to dad, they all four continue to lead him to believe that they have become successful 
and he can be proud of them. 

 

Open, truthful communication is essential between parent and child.  They can’t be fixed with plati-
tudes.  When the sufferer tries to explain their feelings, responses like “I know you’ll do better next 
time” or “what hurts you will only make you stronger” tell them to get-over-it, and deny them their 
feelings, bottling up their frustration even more.  More hurtful things are said like “you don’t under-
stand”, followed by “I do, you just need to stick to it”.  The back and forth goes nowhere and further 
deteriorates the lines of communication.  This is the work of the devil.  He delights when we bicker 
and fight back because of bruised feelings in response to what we are hearing.  So delighted, he 
sees to it that avoidable reactions to spoken feelings happen within every family, even the families  
of experienced therapists and counselors. 

 

In some families the lines of communication can and do become severed due to exasperation by all 
parties.  Because this happens, Stephen Ministries was formed.  Stephen Ministers regularly visit 
people who are going through life-changing circumstances that create strong feelings of hurt.  They 
receive specialized training under the guidance of a proven process, and publications prepared by 
Stephen Ministries of St. Louis that is Christ-Centered.  Knowing that Christ loves all of us and died 
for all of us, Stephen Ministers learn to be prepared to hear some pretty hurtful things when listening 
to their care receivers.  Their training helps them develop certain skills to affectively support their  
assigned Care Receivers.   

 

If you would like to know more about managing hurtful conversations, or more about Stephen      
Ministry and our Faith Stephen Ministry mission, please contact Pastor Moyer or Guy York.  In the 
meantime, continue to pray for a patient heart and the Mind of Christ to deal with hurtful reactions 
from loved-ones. 



Just for Fun: 

I was “today years old” when I learned of some interesting historical tidbits on one of 
the lesser-known American political families.   
• John Tyler Sr. studied law at the College of William and Mary and was roommates 

with fellow fiddle-player, Thomas Jefferson.   
• Tyler’s son, John Tyler Jr.  would become the 10

th
 president of the United States 

from 1841-1845.   
• In 1853, at age 63, Tyler Jr. had a son named Lyon Gardiner Tyler.  Not wanting to 

follow in the path of the family’s political legacy he opted for the career of an 
educator, teaching history and eventually becoming president of, you guessed it, 
the College of William and Mary. 

• Following the death of his first wife, Dr. Lyon Tyler remarried, at age 70, and had 
two sons in the years following: Lyon Jr. and Harrison 

• His son Lyon, also wanting to break from the family’s political trajectory, was a 
precocious 4 years old when he told a woman who had asked him if he was going 
to grow up to be president someday, “I’ll bite your head off!”  She responded, “but 
what would you do with the bones?” He rudely replied, “I’ll spit em’ out!” 

• At the time of writing Harrison Ruffin Tyler, grandson of the 10
th

 US president is still 
alive at the age of 95. 

 
How remarkable is it that a grandson with such close connections to the founding    
fathers is still with us today? 
Do you know any remarkable or lesser-known facts of our history? 
 
Thanks for reading! 
 

 

Books I’m re-reading this month: 

I can’t recommend this one enough!  
A compelling and fresh take on 
Luther’s Small Catechism from a 
contemporary perspective. 

ECHO: Unbroken Truth 
Worth Repeating, Again  

by Jonathan Fisk 
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July 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Elders                   
Gary Tino         

Stan Nelson 

Trustees                      
Keith Appold         

Volunteer 

  1 2 3 

4 Communion       

8:30 Worship           
9:45 Summer 
Sunday School      

11:00 Worship 

5 6                          
12:00pm AA            
8:00pm AA &          

ALANON 

7                         
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study 

8 9 10 

11 Communion 

8:30 Worship           
9:45 Summer 
Sunday School      
11:00 Worship      

12:00 Elders 

12 13                            
9:30am                
Outreach Meet-
ing                               
12:00pm AA            
8:00pm AA &          

ALANON                            

14                          
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study 

15                        
7:00pm Voters 

16 17   11am 

Men’s B-n-B                        
11am-2pm          
FLY Car Wash             

18 Communion 

8:30 Worship           
9:45 Summer 
Sunday School      
11:00 Worship       

12:00 BOCE 

19 20                         
12:00pm AA            
8:00pm AA &          

ALANON                     

21                                
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study 

22 23 24                       

25 Communion  

8:30 Worship           
9:45 Summer 
Sunday School      

11:00 Worship        

26 27 28 9:30am WBS 29 30 31 

Vacation Bible School - July 26—30                 
6:30—7:30p.m. 

“Super Fruit—The Fruit of the Spirit” 

Pastor on vacation July 9—13 

Pastor on vacation July 9—13 
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