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RETURN TO TRUTH 
Peter addressed the people in Solomon’s Portico at the temple in 

Jerusalem after the time of Pentecost, and said directly, “Men of Israel . . . 

you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 

granted to you, and you killed the Author of life” (Acts 3:12, 14–15). In the 

service of Good Friday, we reflect on that truth and remember the sacrifice 

that Jesus made for each of us. The hymnist describes the event with 

poignant beauty: “The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander” (LSB 

439:4). Good Friday is good for us. It is good to be here! 

 

 

 

All enter the church in silence. 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, because of our wandering ways, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was 

arrested, tortured, and crucified. He suffered the consequences for our sin. 

By His stripes we are healed. On this day, guide us to return to the truth of 

our sin, the truth of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, and the truth of Your love by which 

You gave Your beloved Son for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen.  

 

Sit 

 



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

A The Old Testament Reading for Good Friday is from Isaiah, the fifty-second 

and fifty-third chapters. 

  

13Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 

 he shall be high and lifted up, 

 and shall be exalted. 
14As many were astonished at you—his appearance was so marred, beyond 

human semblance, 

 and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 
15so shall he sprinkle many nations; 

 kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which has not been told them they see, 

 and that which they have not heard they understand. 
1Who has believed what they heard from us? 

 And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

 and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

 and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men; 

 a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

 he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4Surely he has borne our griefs 

 and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

 smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

 he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

 and with his stripes we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all. 



7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

 yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

 so he opened not his mouth. 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

 and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

 stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9And they made his grave with the wicked 

 and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 

 and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

 he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for sin, 

 he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

 make many to be accounted righteous, 

 and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

 and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul to death 

 and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

 and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

  



P Let us pray. 

Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered 

Him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be 

so fixed with steadfast faith in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, 

and the devil; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

Epistle: Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 

A The Epistle is from Hebrews, the fourth and fifth chapters. 

  

 14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a high 

priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 

respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with 

confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. . . . 

 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 

cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience through 

what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal 

salvation to all who obey him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Merciful God, You give to us a Savior who in every respect has been tempted 

as we are yet was without sin. In our times of temptation, give us the power 

of Your Spirit to resist. And when we fall, bring us back again to You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 



THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 
  

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus: John 18:1–11 

 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002572 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Jesus before the High Priest and the Denial of Peter: John 18:12–27 

 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 2 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002572 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Jesus before Pilate: John 18:28–40 

 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002572 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Jesus Prepared for Crucifixion: John 19:1–16 

 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002572 
Tune: Public domain 

 

As able, please stand for the remainder of the Passion 

 

The Crucifixion of Jesus: John 19:16–24 

 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002572 
Tune: Public domain 



Jesus’ Mother and His Death: John 19:25–30 

 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 6 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002572 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Jesus’ Side Is Pierced: John 19:31–42 

 

Sit 

 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 7 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002572 
Tune: Public domain 



Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Bidding Prayer 

Each petition will conclude with 

P …through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

P Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, 

saying: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 
  

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 

C O come, let us worship Him.  

 

Sit 

  



453 Upon the Cross Extended sts. 1, 6–7 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Reproaches 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein 

have I offended you? Answer Me. For I have raised you up out of the prison 

house of sin and death, and you have delivered up your Redeemer to be 

scourged. For I have redeemed you from the house of bondage, and you 

have nailed your Savior to the cross. O My people. 

  

C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, have 

mercy. 

 



434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein 

have I offended you? Answer Me. For I have conquered all your foes, and you 

have given Me over and delivered Me to those who persecute Me. For I have 

fed you with My Word and refreshed You with living water, and you have 

given Me gall and vinegar to drink. O My people. 

  

C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of death 

and hell. O Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy st. 2 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein 

have I offended you? Answer Me. What more could have been done for My 

vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it 

yield only bad? My people, is this how you thank your God? O My people. 

  

C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Adoration of Christ 

C We adore You, O Lord, 

and we praise and glorify Your holy resurrection. 

For behold, by the wood of Your cross 

joy has come into all the world. 

God be merciful to us and bless us, 

and cause His face to shine upon us, and have mercy upon us. 

We adore You, O Lord, 

and we praise and glorify Your holy resurrection. 

For behold, by the wood of Your cross 

joy has come into all the world. 

 

Concluding Collect 

P Let us pray. 

God of power and might, on this day we have remembered with 

thankfulness the truth of Your love, by which You did not spare Your Son, 

but gave Him up for us on the cross. Filled with gratitude for the depth of 

Your love, we now live in true hope; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  



436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

A loud sound, symbolizing the shutting of the tomb, is heard and the bell is tolled 33 times. 

The congregation may depart while the bell is tolling.  

 

Please refrain from speaking until you have left the church grounds. We retire to our 

homes in somber contemplation of the meaning of Christ’s death for us and the certain 

hope of the Easter victory soon to be celebrated! 
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It is Finished ! 


