
                      What’s so good about Good Friday? 
 

If you asked any bystander it was just another Friday with another 
Roman execution, although a bit more rushed than usual to wrap 
things up before the Jewish high holy day of Sabbath Passover.   

If you asked Jesus’ scattered disciples, it was a fearful Friday.  
Their merry band had been dissolved and their leader arrested 
and sentenced to death.  Not much good there. 

If you asked his mother, it was a gut-wrenching Friday.  No parent 
wants to helplessly watch a child experience such trauma. 

Perhaps the only ones who would have called that day good would 
have been the ones who wanted him dead… 

J.R.R. Tolkien, of Lord of the Rings fame, once coined the term 
eucatastrophe (from the Greek prefix eu – which means “good” 
and katastrophei – “destruction” from which we get catastrophe) 
describing some of the plot twists and narrative turns in his stories.   
Things are really bad for the characters but then there is an abrupt 
and sudden happy turn that turns their weeping from imminent 

doom to incomprehensible joy.  They’re still weeping, but the motivation is quite different. 

In his own words: “it produces its peculiar effect because it is a sudden glimpse of Truth, your 
whole nature chained in material cause and effect, the chain of death, feels a sudden relief as 
if a major limb out of joint had suddenly snapped back. It perceives that this is indeed how 
things really do work in the [Real] World for which our nature is made. And I concluded by 
saying that the Resurrection was the greatest 'eucatastrophe' possible in the greatest Fairy 
[Tale] – and produces that essential emotion: Christian joy which produces tears because it is 
qualitatively so like sorrow, because it comes from those places where Joy and Sorrow are at 
one, reconciled, as selfishness and altruism are lost in Love." 

Tolkien doesn’t use the term fairy tale to mean something that’s made up, but something that’s 
told to elicit truth and beauty, and in this case is true itself.  That’s why he says the life of Jesus 
isn’t just another myth, it’s the greatest myth.  It’s the one that happens to be real. 

The Friday on which Jesus died is good because it marks the turning point in the history of 
creation. It’s the twist in the story that moves the receiver from destruction and gloom to 
restoration and joy.  It’s the undoing of sin’s curse, the claim of the evil one, and the wage of 
death. 

But none of you or I, or the disciples, or Mary can perceive it’s full effect until the resurrection.  
You don’t really know what God is up to until he tells you. 

So we keep listening to his Word.  And we keep trusting in the total fulfillment of his promises.  
Amidst all trials, sufferings, persecutions and temptations, we still expect an eucatastrophe.  
That our sorrow and shame will be turned to joy in the coming glory of the Lord. 

Because Jesus walked out of that grave, your last breath won’t really be your last, you’ll get to 
say NO to death, too, and everything sad will come untrue. 

 

-Pastor Moyer 
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In Attendance: Tom & Nancy Lombardo, Karen Cowart, Kathy VanGordon, Pastor Moyer, Cindy & 
Tom Tesolin, Neil & Laura Hornbacher, Claire Tesolin, Steve Tino, Tom & Chris Buckthorpe, Sharon 
Vogel, Mike Stanley, Jacque Rhodes, Dean Ayers, Steve Foradori  
 
The Voters Assembly was called to order by President Tom Lombardo at 7:40 pm. 
Karen Cowart began the meeting with the opening prayer. 
Minutes front previous meeting were read by Nancy Lombardo.  A motion was made by Chris     
Buckthorpe, seconded by Karen Cowart to accept minutes with corrections.  Motion was accepted 
and approved by all. 
 
Pastor’s Report- Pastor Moyer reported that he is looking forward to Lenten Services and he will 
continue with his mission statement he discussed at our January meeting.   

This statement includes:   

Compel the baptized into the discovery and communication of Truth 
Operate with Joy 
Keep our eyes on Jesus 

The Circuit of Lutheran Pastors is meeting once again providing support for fellow Pastors. 

There has been some discussion of an Annual Elders meeting for Elders in the Michigan District.  
This would give them an opportunity to meet with Elders in our area to share ideas and have support. 

 

Board of Education – Laura Hornbacher reported for the Board of Education.  A copy of report is on 
file. 
The Faith Legacy class for 4 -5 years olds was completed with the blessing on February 28

th
.  It was 

a great success. 
The Youth Group is planning a Lock In for 5

th
 – 7

th
 graders.   

There will be an egg hunt on Easter for all children.   
VBS will be held either July 19

th
 – 23

rd
 or July 26

th
 – 30

th. 
 They are considering the theme – “Fruit of 

the Spirit”. 
Next meeting will be March 21

st
 after the last service. 

 
Board of Elders – Mike Stanley reported for the Board of Elders.  A copy of report is on file. 
Mike suggested some type of training for Elders to present a sermon in the event the Pastor is unable 
to attend a service and a substitute is not available. 
Offering plate will be brought to the altar during the service as in the past.  The offering plate will be at 
the entrance until it is brought to altar.  A second offering plate will be placed at the sanctuary en-
trance until after the service. 
Easter breakfast is limited to 80.  Chris Buckthorpe would like the final counts by Palm Sunday. 
 
Board of Family & Community Outreach – Kathy VanGordon reported for the Board of Family & 
Community Outreach.  A copy of report is on file. 
They will continue to collect personal items for St. Paul’s of Pontiac until April 18

th
.  The Youth Group 

will fill the backpacks. 
A local resident contacted the church in need of financial help and the Outreach Committee was able 
to assist them. 
 
Board of Trustees - Steve Tino reported for the Board of Trustees.  A copy of report is on file. 
New exterior lighting has been installed outside the sanctuary doors.  A new electrical panel has been 
replaced for the blower motor on the furnace. 
We received grant money from LCEF in the amount of $2,500 to upgrade our security system. 
They are looking for new Trustees to help with the duties at the church. 
 

 

Minutes from Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
March 17, 2021 



The sound equipment is in and will be installed. 
The pavilion project was discussed.  There is a member that has donated $12,000 for the cement.  
Steve’s projected cost of the entire project is $38,430.  This includes lumber, shingles, labor, plumb-
ing, electrical, and permits. 
 
Treasurers Report – Tom Lombardo presented the Treasurers Report for Bill Erfourth. 
A large insurance payment of $6,000 will be coming due. 
Motion to accept was made by Chris Buckthorpe, seconded by Mike Stanley.  Motion accepted by 
all. 
 
Music Ministry – Jacque Rhodes presented the Music Ministry report.   

Jacque told us about donations from Rural King.  Rural King is a Christian based company and will 
donate 10% of their sales to Faith Lutheran church during March 14

th
 – March 27

th
.  We have regis-

tered our church with their organization and sales receipts must be submitted by April 1
st
. 

Special music has been prepared for Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 

Jacque said that the maintenance contract for the organ is coming due at $500 per year and her 
suggestion is that we discontinue this service.  She feels that it is not a worthwhile expense because 
the organ has an electronic component that can be serviced when there is a problem.  She has not 
had to have service very often and when she does, they will just charge her for the replacement part 
– last time it was a lightbulb.  Should we decide to upgrade the organ the maintenance contract can 
be revisited.  

 

Old Business – The construction of the pavilion was revisited.  Steve Tino provided information   
regarding the cost of construction and the donation of cement from a member during the Trustee re-
port.  The suggestion of a fundraiser was presented with the idea of seeing how much we can raise, 
and the remainder can be taken from the Endownment Fund.  Steve felt that the first step should be 
obtaining the building permit.  He will have to meet with the township board to discuss the variance 
of the pavilion in relation to the road.  He has authorization to use the church credit card and expects 
the cost to be $300.  We would like to begin building by May. 

Dean Ayers made a motion to allow Steve to move forward and meet with the township board re-
garding the variance of the pavilion and apply for the building permit. Tom Lombardo seconded the 
motion, and it was approved by all. 

 

Tom Buckthorpe brought up the suggestion of a mask mandate.  He feels that, with CDC recommen-
dations, you should not have to wear a mask if you choose.  Some members felt that it was not yet 
the time to make that decision and some members that belong to Faith will not return if masks are 
not worn.  Discussion followed on the pros and cons. Sharon Vogel made a motion to table the     
discussion for the time being. Mike Stanley seconded the motion, and it was approved by all. 

 

New Business –  Tom Lombardo reported that Bill Erfourth suggested we find out how many people 
have been vaccinated with the idea that it may bring members back to church.  Discussion followed 
determining whether that was a personal decision or perhaps we can provide a percentage of mem-
bers that are vaccinated.  This is at the discussion stage at this time. 

Karen Cowart asked whether the upper parking lot would be black topped.  Steve Tino replied that it 
would be black topped soon. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm by President Tom Lombardo. 

Tom Lombardo closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Lombardo, Recording Secretary 



This is what was shared at church in March by the Elder speaker.  

We thought you would enjoy reading it. 

 

How would you describe your Living Faith to someone who doesn’t really know you? 

 

In many ways, Christianity is a reasonable faith. For example, God asks us to present our 
bodies as living sacrifices, an act which some translations describe as “reasonable.” In this way, 
God calls us to go on living out our faith from day to day instead of ending our lives immediately as 
literal sacrifices, something that might be viewed as rather “unreasonable!” 

 

When it comes to our giving, however, God never instructs us to be “reasonable.” To the con-
trary, time and time again, the Scripture identifies people whose giving was what we might consider 
“unreasonable.” For example, the widow Jesus observed in Mark chapter 12 gave two mites or eve-
rything she had. That certainly wasn’t “reasonable.” The Christians at Macedonia gave out of their 
great poverty, not out of their abundance. That certainly wasn’t reasonable. In fact, these people 
gave far out of proportion to their means in a manner that was truly sacrificial, perhaps to an ex-
treme.  

 

On the surface, sacrificial living and giving appears to be unreasonable. In reality, though, as 
one writer pointed out, “ . . . it is perfectly reasonable, for it brings glory to God, meets the needs of 
others, and insures eternal rewards for ourselves — and all the while we know God will take care of 
our immediate needs.”   

 

Let’s a assume o ne could go about this according to three levels — less than our ability, ac-
cording to our ability, and beyond our ability. According to one estimate, 95 percent of the Christians 
in the Western world give less than their ability. Perhaps another 4 percent or so give according to 
their ability, and less than 1 percent beyond their ability. 

 

If those figures are anywhere near accurate, you might think that they serve as an indictment 
of modern-day Christian faith. Why wouldn’t more Christians give in a sacrificial manner, as did the 
widow who gave her all or the Macedonian Christians who gave liberally out of their poverty? We 
know what God’s Word says concerning sacrificial giving and living, but it often seems like we are 
unwilling to put Him to the test through total obedience.  It’s as if we want a safety net below us, a 
good back-up plan in case God fails… 

 

We could limit the sacrifice of our living, serving, and giving to the point where it’s not really 
going to interrupt or disrupt our regular routines and patterns. Doing so would certainly take away 
the risks and high stakes, but we would also miss out on the high returns. We would miss the adven-
ture of seeing God provide when we have extended ourselves, even overextended ourselves in giv-
ing. 

 

This morning, as you consider your living serving and giving, reflect on whether you are at 
less than your ability, according to your ability, or beyond your ability? God has blessed each and 
every one of us with time, talents, and wealth.  Are you comfortable with your living faith or could  
Jesus be asking you to follow and trust in him?  First, step back, take a knee, and pray to our Lord 
Jesus for guidance.  Then, as you think about your answers to these questions, remember the wid-
ow’s mites. Remember the Macedonian Christians. Remember that a life of a Living Faith focuses 
on what Jesus has already done for us and joyfully responds to bless others.   



Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 

Applying Biblical Teachings 
 

Anyone who has ever been personally involved in the construction of a building knows that the foundation is 
of utmost importance. The finest architectural design and the best construction materials are of little value if 
the foundation is not built correctly. 

 

The same is true of life itself and of our giving. The Apostle Paul instructed Timothy to “Command those who 
are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 
put their hope in God. . . .Command them . . . to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to 
share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that 
they may take hold of the life that is truly life” (1 Tim. 6:17-19). 

 

Do not misunderstand: Jesus is the foundation. He is the Cornerstone. When it comes to the matter of our 
salvation, Christ and Christ alone is the “sure foundation.” Nothing we can do — not even giving of our       
resources — can add one bit to that foundation.  

 

But we can follow the counsel of the Apostle Paul concerning our giving. Through our giving, we can send our 
treasure on ahead. We can follow the admonition of the Lord Jesus and through our giving, we can “lay up 
treasure in heaven.” John Bunyan summarized both teachings in this statement: “Whatever good thing you do 
for Him, if done according to the Word, is laid up for you as treasure in chests and coffers, to be brought out 
to be rewarded before men and angels, to your eternal comfort.” 

 

Our giving, then, becomes a foundation, not concerning salvation, but rather, concerning our investments. 
Suppose for a moment that you had invested 100% of your life’s savings in the stock of a company. Would 
you not be watching with great eagerness how that company was performing? Would you not be checking up 
on how well it was doing, on management’s goals for the future, and on how it was faring against the competi-
tion? In a similar way, our investments in the work of the Lord not only indicate where we are placing our em-
phasis, but also, they will determine where our interest lies. We will be checking up on them, evaluating their 
performance, and giving thought to the day when they will yield eternal dividends in our behalf. 

 
One writer expressed it this way: “We can trade temporal possessions that we cannot keep anyway to gain 
eternal possessions that we cannot lose. This is like a child given a  chance to trade bubble gum for a new 
bicycle, or a man offered ownership of the Coca-Cola company in exchange for a sack of bottle caps. Only a 
fool would pass up this opportunity. What we keep we will lose. What we give and share and do in Christ’s 
name will ultimately come back to us in heaven in a far better and permanent form.” 

 

Remember, Jesus Christ is the “sure foundation.” Jesus is the Cornerstone. As we work and as we give, we 
are building on Him and on what He accomplished on Calvary. What kind of builder are you? 

 

 

 

 

 



Martin Luther on Being Called a “Lutheran”  
 

 

 
 
But since my name has been drawn into this and since you are being persecuted as Lutherans, it 
seemed appropriate that I espouse your cause as my own. 
 
Although I dislike very much that doctrine and people have to suffer to be called Lutheran and 
thus see God’s word profaned with my name, still they will have to let Luther, as well as Lutheran 
doctrine and people, alone and [let them] be held in esteem. On the other hand, they and their 
doctrine will perish and come to shame, even to the dismay of all the world and the vexation of all 
devils. If we live, they will have no peace from us; and if we die, they will have still less peace. In 
brief, they will not got rid of us, unless they yield and make common cause with us. Their wrath 
and fury will not help them. We know whose word it is that we are preaching. They will not      
deprive us all of it. 
 
I commend you, dear friends, to the grace and compassion of God. Pray God for me, a poor      
sinner. May your pastors, who preach Christ and not the pope and the Mainz temple crowd, be 
commended to you. God’s grace be with you. Amen. (Luther’s Works 43:112) 
 
 
For a little more on why the name “Lutheran” stuck and not “poor stinking maggot-
fodder” visit https://lutheranreformation.org/history/what-does-the-name-lutheran-
mean/ 
 

In the first place, I ask that men make no reference to my name; let them call themselves Chris-
tians, not Lutherans. For what is Luther? After all, the teaching is not mine [John 7:16]. Neither 
was I crucified for anyone [1 Cor. 1:13]. St. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 3, would not allow the Chris-
tians to call themselves Pauline or Petrine, but Christian. How then should I—poor stinking mag-
got-fodder that I am—come to have men call the children of Christ by my wretched name? Not 
so, my dear friends; let us abolish all party names and call ourselves Christians, after him whose 
teaching we hold. (Luther’s Works 45:70-71) 
 

 

https://lutheranreformation.org/history/what-does-the-name-lutheran-mean/
https://lutheranreformation.org/history/what-does-the-name-lutheran-mean/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to those celebrating 
birthdays in  April: 

 

  2 Virginia McDonnell  15 Chris Buckthorpe 

  2 Abigail Moyer  18 Jacque Rhodes 

  3 Carl Grunwald  19 Jarod Rickle 

  3 Emma Hartsell  20 Linda Brown 

  3 Grace Hartsell  22 Arti Ayers 

  4 Dennis Tardich  27 Sharma Ennis 

  8 Karen Tardich  28 Allison Trainer 

  9 Bill Kiley   29 Jean Donley 

12 Cindy Tesolin  30 Kathy Eriksen 

13 Jordan Lattimer  30 Michelle Krusinski 

 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to those celebrating 
anniversaries in April: 

 

Bob & Sue Jones   4-05-1974 

Tom & Nancy Lombardo  4-22-1978 

Wayne & Jo-Ann Ruczynski 4-23-1971 

Larry & Janet Adler   4-24-1976 

Steve & Louise Hargis  4-25-1981 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A note from Doris Maxwell: 
 
Just want to thank my church family for all 
the wonderful cards and the beautiful quilt 
from the Ladies Quilt Club. I have finished 
chemo and will be done on the 8th of March 
with radiation. Then I will have immune-
therapy for a year after. I have been blessed 
with a wonderful family and friends. 
 
Thank you so much for all your prayers. 
 
Doris Maxwell 

 

Our Heartfelt Christian                        
Sympathy to the following 
who have lost loved ones 
this past month: 

 

Bill & Theresa Erfourth at the passing of Ron 
Carr. 

 

Patti Larzelere & Pauline Baker at the sudden 
passing of their granddaughter, Kylie Goodes. 

 

May these families find comfort in knowing their 
loved one is with their Lord in a beautiful heaven 
and that their church family is praying for them 
at this time. 

Congratulations to  

Wayne & Jo-Ann 
Ruczynski  
who are celebrating 
their 50th wedding  
anniversary on April 23, 2021. 

May God continue to bless you both 
with His love & care !!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT ONLINE?  NOT A PROBLEM!     
If you know someone who cannot         
access online resources let them 
know that on Sunday mornings an 
LCMS  worship service is broadcast 
on the following channels. Check  
listings for exact times.  
 

Comcast—channel 399 

Direct TV—channel 377 

Over-the-air Digital Channel—18.4 

Electronic Giving 

 

Electronic Giving is still available if you 
wish to participate.  

 

Please use the following link: 

faithhighland.com/give 

 

Thank you so much! 

 

Our mission is to wel-
come and unite God’s 
people to nurture faith 
through the Gospel, 
and provide opportuni-
ties and  commitment 
to serve Christ through 
our ministry within the            
congregation and the 
community. 

Faith Legacy 
Blessings for  

4 & 5 year olds 



Who’s Up For a Fun Challenge? 
 
FLY would like to challenge our Faith family to a 30 day smile FM challenge.  If you don’t know 
SMILE FM it is a Christian radio station. I took the challenge myself four years ago and, although 
I still love all my different genres of music, SMILE FM is the only station I listen to in my car, 
89.7FM. Depending on your location the station is different, so check out the map below. ☺ 

A few of our Youth                       
making cards for 
some of our Faith 
family and friends 
on the Prayer 
List.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Community Lutheran Church of Pontiac conducts a mission to assist the 
homeless in their community. Part of this mission includes providing backpacks full of 
personal care items for their comfort and care. We are assisting them with this project 
by collecting the following items: 

 

1. Tarps (Dollar Tree 6’ x 8’) 
2. Trial/Travel size products such as lotion, shampoo, conditioner, shave cream, lip 

balm, tooth paste, tooth brush 
3. Feminine products 
4. Tissues (purse pack size) 
5. Baby, Body wipes 
6. Combs/brushes 
7. Deodorant 
8. Non-perishable snacks 
9. Mini water bottles 

 

A collection bin has been placed by the coat racks upstairs at church. Donations can 
also be delivered to the church office during normal business hours.   

We will taking your donations through April 18
th

.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Faith Lutheran Church Stephen Ministry Program is a Christ Centered caregiving ministry con-
sisting of congregation members, trained by Stephen Series materials tailored for consistency with 
the teachings of the LCMS and our beliefs here at Faith Highland as supported by our Pastor, the 
Board of Elders and our members.  The program provides care for Faith members and members of 
their extended family. 

 

There are four chief parts to the Stephen Ministry program: 

Jesus Christ is at the center of our mission in whose name we serve 

Stephen Leaders, who under Pastor Moyer and the Board of Elders train and commission      
Stephen Minister candidates and administrate the program 

Stephen Ministers – aka Care Givers 

Care Receivers 

 

Stephen Ministers are regular, everyday folk, with no special training in theology or scripture.  They 
are not social workers or trained mental health experts.  For some the term “minister” is a misnomer 
and can be misleading.  They are common Christian women and men who are motivated to serve 
Christ by loving and caring for hurting people of our congregation.  There are certain character traits 
and God given gifts that make some people better adept at Stephen Ministry than other people.  It is 
safe to say however that dozens, maybe even a hundred members of Faith have what it takes to be-
come a Stephen Minister.  The Stephen Minister is the Care Giver, not the Cure Giver.  The Cure 
Giver is God, who provides for our daily needs in mysterious and marvelous ways. 

 

The majesty of God abounds.  Some among us are educated enough to understand the working of 
the human body that God created.  Some have developed a vaccine that will protect us from this 
pandemic.  Through the grace of God, his people have learned what needed to be done to fight off 
this terrible disease.  God provided the results, the miracle cure, through the work of these people. 

 

Another God given result?  Consider the farmer, who tills the soil and adds nutrients.  He plants the 
seeds and cares for the field, expecting and knowing God will do the rest.  The Lord’s design of na-
ture brings rain and a plant grows.  A plant, from a seed, and from that plant – food.  Man doesn’t do 
that.  God does.  Making an analogy from 1 Corinthians 3:6, where Paul planted, Apollos watered 
and God gave the growth to us and the people of Corinth, Faith Church is the land.  Supported by 
the congregation the Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministers till the ground and add nutrients.  They 
sow the seeds, water and care for the field (the Care Receiver) who struggles with drought and dis-
ease, with the heat and the cold (the challenges of life). God provides the cure. God provides the 
growth - healing.  Faith in God, recognition that he is Almighty, and he sent his son to earth to save 
us - that is the cure.  It’s not about us.  We till, we sow, we tend. God provides health and healing.  
He is the Cure Giver.  This is the basis of Stephen Ministry. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for Fun: 

Pastor Hans Fiene of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Crestwood, MO runs a website and 
YouTube channel called Lutheran Satire (https://lutheransatire.org/). It’s intent is to teach the       
orthodox faith through humor.  It’s often quite silly and I’ve shared a few videos in Bible Studies 
and Confirmation Class.  But humor isn’t always the delivery method.  In a recent video Pastor 
Fiene shares a song he wrote from the uncommon perspective of Joseph (the one in the New   
Testament) imagining his dying words to Jesus.    I’m sharing the lyrics below or you can give it     
a listen at https://youtu.be/ocdo5aPyliw 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph and Son 

Books I’m (still) reading this month: 

I know this isn’t what you want 
So let your tears fall down, but don’t forget the  
things I taught you 
Devil will rage and death will sting 
But soon they'll both be buried by my boy, the  
King of Kings 
 
Oh, my Son, now my work’s done 
And I’ll rest in a grave of stone and mud 
And my dear one, when your hour comes   
Be who you are. Shed your blood. 
 
Behold, I’m telling you a mystery 
The one that I adopted is the one who’ll  
adopt me 
 
Oh, my Son, now my race is run 
But we know you’ll see my face again 
And on that last day, you’ll hear me say 
You were who you are. Amen. 

Come a little closer, my son 
My eyes are tired and the light is almost gone 
Come let me touch you one last time 
Let me feel the flesh of God, just let me hold  
my child divine 
 
I used to fear I couldn’t do 
The task your Father gave to me, to raise you  
to be you 
But now I look at you and know 
He didn’t let me fail, so I don’t fear that  
anymore 
 
Oh, my Son, now my work’s done 
And it’s time for me to fall asleep 
So my dear one, when your hour comes 
Be who you are. Feed your sheep 
 
 

Spiritual Conversations 
in the Digital Age 

by Barna Group with 
Lutheran Hour               
Ministries 

A Lutheran Toolkit 

by Ken Sundet Jones 

https://lutheransatire.org/
https://youtu.be/ocdo5aPyliw


Walking the Faith 
 
As spring buds and temperatures rise, it’s 
fun to get outside and walk. Walking is great 
for both body and mind. “To solve a           
problem, walk around,” advised St. Jerome. 
Naturalist Henry David Thoreau agreed, 
saying, “The moment my legs begin to 
move, my thoughts begin to flow.” Indeed, 
walking has been linked to improved        
creativity and reduced anxiety. 
 
Some Bible versions translate Ephesians 
5:8 “Live as children of light,” while others 
use “walk”: “You were once darkness, but 
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as     
children of light” (NKJV). What a great     
rendering! Living is something we often do 
passively and without much thought, while 
walking is an intentional, active pursuit; we 
must choose when, where and how we do it. 
 
Now that we’re children of light — newly 
alive springtime people, Easter people! — 
Jesus urges us to not just live the faith but to 
walk it. When our faith becomes active, new 
thoughts flow, anxiety decreases and we 
make strides in our relationship with Jesus. 
 
—Heidi Mann 

The Cross is Pivotal 
 

Pivotal means crucial or absolutely neces-
sary. Such is the cross on which Jesus died. 
It represents salvation from sin and death. To 
see sin in all its cruelty and depravity, look at 
the cross. The cross can jar a person to the 
core. 

 

In his parent’s bedroom, a teenager noticed a 
picture he’d never paid attention to before. It 
was a vivid scene of the Crucifixion. As the 
boy studied it, his emotions began to stir. He 
saw the helpless Christ dying, the helmeted 
soldiers bearing spears, the crowd seething 
with hatred. Jesus was pinned to the cross, 
bleeding and helpless. Mary stood nearby, 
consumed by grief. 

 

The picture revealed sin and its results:     
suffering and death. What if the room had a 
different picture, with an empty tomb and an 
angel announcing Christ’s resurrection? 
Those represent that God loves mankind so 
much he still wants to save us, no matter 
what we’ve done. 

 

“May I never boast of anything except the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world” (Galatians 6:14, NRSV). 
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April 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1                                
7:00pm Maundy 
Thursday with 
Communion 

2                          
1:00 & 7:00pm 
Good Friday 

3                               

Set-Up for              

Easter Breakfast 

4 Communion        
Worship times:          
7:00 & 11:00 am             
Breakfast times:  
8:00—9:20 am 
9:40—11:00 am 

5 6                      
12:00pm AA           
8:00pm AA & 

ALANON     

7                         
9:30am                 
Women’s  Bible 

Study 

8                     
6:45pm Boy 

Scouts     

9 10                         
8:30am             

Outreach Meeting 

11 Communion  
8:30 Worship                 
9:45 Sunday 
School, Youth 
Bible Study, Con-
firmation & Adult 
Bible Study             
11:00 Worship             

12:00 Elders 

12 13                          
12:00pm AA           
8:00pm AA & 

ALANON     

14                         
9:30am               
Women’s  Bible 

Study 

15                           
6:45pm Boy 
Scouts                    
7:00pm              

Voters 

16 17                       
11:00am             

Men’s B-n-B 

18 Communion 
8:30 Worship                 
9:45 Sunday 
School, Youth 
Bible Study, Con-
firmation & Adult 
Bible Study             
11:00 Worship             

12:00 BOCE 

19 20                          
12:00pm AA           
8:00pm AA & 

ALANON                  

21                          
9:30am               
Women’s  Bible 

Study                    

22                     
6:45pm Boy 

Scouts     

23 24 

25 Communion 
8:30 Worship                 
9:45 Sunday 
School, Youth 
Bible Study, Con-
firmation & Adult 
Bible Study             
11:00 Worship     
News Deadline          

26 27                     
12:00pm AA           
8:00pm AA & 

ALANON                                

28                            
9:30am               
Women’s  Bible 

Study                        

29                     
6:45pm Boy 

Scouts     

30  

Pastor & family are on vacation April 5—12. Please contact your Elder or the office if you 
are in need of pastoral care. Thank you. 



Faith Lutheran Church 

3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

 

Rev. Jonathan Moyer 

248-887-5550 

E-mail: office@faithhighland.com 

Website: faithhighland.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Service with Holy Communion 

“Return to the Table” 

April 1 @ 7:00pm 
 

Good Friday Services 

“Return to the Truth” 

April 2 @ 1:00 & 7:00pm 
 

Easter Sunday Services with Holy Communion 

“Return and See” 

April 4 @ 7:00 & 11:00am 

Easter Breakfast 

8:00 – 9:20 am   - OR -   9:40 – 11:00 am 

2021 


