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Remember when?
The pictures on this page were taken in the fellowship hall on March 8, 2020. For some of you this may
have been the last time you saw this place and these people. We were holding a “carousel,” a ministry
fair to highlight, raise awareness and celebrate the unique ways the time, skill, and resources of Faith
Lutheran Church were being put to use to the glory of God and the wellbeing of our neighbor. There
was life, energy, and excitement! The future was full of possibilities for what might be accomplished
next.
But then you know what happened next. This room of fellowship sat empty.
It felt like we and the whole world were stuck. All of our plans and dreams sat in a pile and were soon
swept away. Discouragement, apathy, and fear crept in. The devil seized the opportunity to sneer at our
little church and mock our scattering with his retort: Nothing can be done. Nothing will be done.
Nothing is being done.
But what the devil intends with which to beat you to death, the Lord can use to draw you back to his own
death that covers yours.
In the last year, do you think any of the following may have increased for you?
• Calling upon the name of the Lord in prayer?
• Listening a little closer to his Word?
• Giving more than a passing thought to the
wellbeing of a neighbor?
• Striving to bear one another’s burdens? More
agreeable to permitting others to help bear ours?
Instead of just looking back at everything that didn’t
go according to our will, how might we look to see
how God is still using “all things” according to his
purpose to bless and keep his people?
Let’s reengage in prayer and hope to keep calling on
his name, to keep listening to his Word, to keep
following wherever he leads us. Last I checked He’s
still the one who says, “I will build my Church, and
the gates of hell will not prevail against it.”
Jesus isn’t stuck. And if you’re with him, then
neither are you.

Minutes from Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting
February 17, 2021
In Attendance: Pastor Moyer, Tom and Nancy Lombardo, Neil and
Laura Hornbacher, Sharon Vogel, Karen Cowart, Kathy
VanGordon, Dean Ayers, Mike Stanley, Bill and Theresa Erfourth,
Steve Tino, Jacque Rhodes, Steve Foradori
The Voters Assembly was called to order by President Tom
Lombardo at 8:15 pm.
Neil Hornbacher started the meeting with the opening prayer.
Minutes from previous meeting were read by Nancy Lombardo. A
motion was made by Dean Ayers to accept the minutes with a
correction, seconded by Jacque Rhodes and approved by all.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Moyer will continue with the goals for
him personally and for the church outlined at last month’s meeting.
He is continuing to visit congregation members that are not able to
attend. He met with the Elders to discuss the Lenten services and
Lenten series.
Board of Education – Laura Hornbacher said they had a good
turnout for the meeting to discuss the LCMS Youth Gathering in
Texas in 2022.
Board of Elders – Mike Stanley reported for the Board of Elders.
They have made assignments for Elders for the Lenten and Easter
Services. The training session for the operation of the cameras
went very well. The instructions provided by Pastor Moyer were
very thorough with visual aids to guide in the operation of the cameras. A motion was made and approve for the transfer in of Cindy
Wiseman.
Board of Family & Community Outreach – Kathy VanGordon
reported for the Board of Family & Community Outreach. The
Macaroni and Cheese Drive for Community Sharing was a great
success. They will contact Highland Township regarding what
they would like to include in the Welcome Baskets. The items we
purchase for the basket will also be used for VBS, and other
events at the church. They are sending out cards to some of the
members that have not attended services to let them know we are
thinking of them.
Board of Trustees - Steve Tino reported for the Board of Trustees. Steve showed the illustrated operation instructions for the
cameras which were very helpful for the training. They are still
doing some adjusting but everything is going good. They expect
to be digital by the end of next month.
Treasurers Report – Bill Erfourth presented the January, 2021
Treasurers Report. Several anonymous donations were received
in January. Motion to accept was made by Mike Stanley seconded
by Kathy VanGordon. Motion approved by all.
Music Ministry - Jacque Rhodes reported that there will be
special songs for Easter, but there will not be chimes or a choir.
Communicant membership applications or transfers
Motion to approve transfer in of Cindy Wiseman was made by Tom
Lombardo, seconded by Mike Stanley. Motion approved by all.

Old Business – Karen Cowart asked about memorial donations.
When a check is received the notation may state where the donation should be applied. The checks should be checked to be sure
the funds are allocated correctly. The Trustees and Treasurer will
take better care to be sure the funds are routed to the correct
department.
Pastor stated that the LCMS Triennium has been postponed until
2022. The vote was unanimous.
Kathy VanGordon asked Bill Erfourth to hold on to the special
funds which are designated for Outreach.
Mike Stanley brought up the subject of the outdoor pavilion. He
feels that with the pandemic restrictions still in effect the pavilion
would be very useful to expand usable church area for a variety of
events. It can be used for VBS, picnics, outdoor services, etc.
Building the pavilion and paving the upper parking are two projects that they would like to complete this summer. Neil asked
about approximate costs. Mike said the original cost was approximately $15,000 but current estimates could run from $20,000 to
$22,000. We have received many donations to cover cement and
labor and the largest cost would be for the materials. Steve Tino
will work on some figures for the March or April meeting. He expects the parking lot completion will be next in line.
New Business – Mike Stanley discussed the Easter Day Service
schedule. The first service will be at 7:00 am and the second service will be 11:00 am. We discussed when the Easter breakfasts
will take place; possibly 8:00 am to 9:30 am with a second breakfast 10:00 am to 11:00 am (these times are tentative). We discussed having a survey to determine how many people will be at
each service. Also discussed whether the breakfast should be
self-serve or served to the people and if we should have carryout
meals for those that do not want to stay in to eat. Chris should be
returning this week and we will discuss the best way to handle the
breakfast with her. Mike will text Tom Buckthorpe to see when
they will be returning. Some things to decide: how many people
per service and per breakfast; how quickly we can set up for the
second breakfast.
We will be able to handle an overflow for services in the coffee
room and possibly downstairs.
Chris and Tom Buckthorpe excused for this meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 pm by Bill Erfourth.
President Tom Lombardo closed with the General Meeting
Closing Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Lombardo, Recording Secretary

This is what was shared at church in February by the Elder speaker.
We thought you would enjoy reading it.
We continue our focus on developing and living a life of Living Faith.
As we have observed previously, God’s universal principle about giving is this: Give willingly from the
heart. That theme runs throughout both the Old and New Testaments. It applies to people from all walks
of life, to all races, to male and female alike, to young and old. We are to give willingly from the heart, not
because we have to give or because we made a commitment to give, but because we have decided in
our hearts to give.
We strive to keep in mind that giving is not all about money. God blesses us with time, talents, and
wealth. Unfortunately, bring up stewardship or giving and people start to cringe and shut down thinking
“another appeal for more money.” How many times have you experienced that reaction?
So for the last couple of years, we have tried to stress the other factors of personal giving, both of time
and ability. But admittedly, it is often a challenge to fill the many roles that respond to the needs of our
members and community. Sometimes it is just easier to throw in a few dollars to the special collection
basket than to learn something new or give up precious time.
In the building of the tabernacle as recorded in Exodus chapters 35 and 36, we learn that everyone
“whose heart moved him” gave, of money, materials, and time. Similarly, in Second Corinthians 9:7, the
Apostle Paul urged people to give as they had decided in their hearts to give. In other words, giving is to
be voluntary as we are motivated inwardly by God to give.
We should understand that the people in Exodus were living under a theocracy where God was their
leader. They had no human king but were under God’s direct authority. As such, they were required to
give the tithe; at times other payments were required as well, but they never had to give beyond the required amounts. In this example, their gifts to the building of the tabernacle went above and beyond what
was required: special gifts of skill, resources, and time given in a voluntary manner. They gave because
they wanted to give, because their hearts had been moved by God to give. They helped because they
wanted to and because their hearts were moved by God.
Last month we heard the startling truth that Jesus does not need us. But in fact he chooses to be with
us, and remain with us, to lead us, equip us, and invite us to participate in his good purposes. So what’s
our “building the tabernacle?” What Word of the Lord is showing us new ground and moving us to respond? Off the top of my head, the past year has demonstrated a growing need for more Stephen Ministers to be trained from our congregation. Our increased reliance on technology could benefit from more
who are willing to learn how to operate our new video and sound equipment, or to keep our website and
communications up to date. Recruiting more elders or community outreach members would increase Faith’s ability to attend to more needs. I’m sure there are more.
But there’s one missing ingredient to our consideration of Christian stewardship and servanthood. Prayer. You might find there are some things in the Christian life to which you would like to say “I could never
do that!” or ways in which we are called to love our neighbor, regardless of whether we feel like it. Feelings cannot be the governing force in whether we seek God’s will and direction for our lives. They are
prone to change from day to day. Instead, acknowledge how you feel and then undertake all these
things in prayer. Prayer is the open channel that will direct us to seek God’s Will and answers in his
Word. And with him all things are possible.
As you reflect on your own pattern of giving and serving through your Living Faith consider this covenant
with God: Lord, I will give and serve out of love and devotion to you. I will also give and serve as you
move my heart, not because I have to, but because as your child, I want to.

Living Faith Stewardship Campaign
Applying Biblical Teachings
Describing the Macedonian Christians, Paul wrote, “Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy
and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they
were able, and even beyond their ability” (2 Cor. 8:2-3).
What does it mean to give beyond our ability? In some ways, it means to discard our treasured
calculators and push our giving to the point where the numbers don’t add up. It means to give when
the proverbial bottom line indicates we shouldn’t give. It might also mean to give away not just the
luxuries, but also some of life’s necessities.
Let’s face it — most Christians (including most of us) do not give beyond our ability. Most of us do
not give out of proportion to our income. In effect, we claim 1 Corinthians 16:2 as our life’s verse
concerning giving, where we are admonished to give as God has prospered us or in direct proportion to our income. Make no mistake about it — that’s a good pattern for giving, a pattern that every
child of God should be following. But sometimes, God calls us to give out of proportion to our
income. He calls us to give sacrificially in order that His kingdom might advance and prosper.
Such giving is unguarded, spontaneous, and uncalculated. This type of giving refuses to count the
cost of giving, but instead, counts only the joy of fully obeying how God has directed in our lives.
Such giving is frequently lavish and represents an act of love and discipleship. Such giving is exemplified by the widow who gave all that she had (Mark 12) and by the Macedonian Christians.
David Livingston, pioneer missionary to Africa almost two centuries ago, was described as having
“sacrificed” his life in service for Christ on that continent. His response is highly relevant to our living
and our giving:
Can that be called a sacrifice which is simply paid back as a small part of the great debt
owing to our God which we can never repay? Is that a sacrifice which brings its own reward of
healthful activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright hope of a
glorious destiny hereafter? It is emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a privilege . . . when
we remember the great sacrifice which He made who left His Father’s throne on high to give
Himself for us.
As you consider your giving, are you giving less than your ability, according to your ability, or beyond
your ability?

Congratulations to those celebrating
birthdays in March:
1 Marge Cannon
1 Barb Steele
2 Charlie Prater
5 Mike Hannewald
5 Frank Redman
5 Dan Reich
6 Tyler Acree
6 Andrea Reich
6 Sandy Searcy
7 Connie Redman
7 Haley Russell
11 Steve Kirchner
15 Shelley Kirchner

16 Ben Dewey
16 Leah Nicholas
17 Tom Buckthorpe
17 Michelle Dewey
21 Sean Hartsell
24 Dawn Scrivo
25 Dave Hanovich
25 Luke Scrivo
26 Nathan Eriksen
26 Patricia Hartsell
28 Mike Shaw
30 Nathaniel Rickle
31 Kimberly Smith

Of Rocks and Repentance
Before recently closing to tourists, Australia’s
majestic Uluru (formerly called Ayers Rock) was
popular with climbers. Many took home illegal
souvenirs, sometimes later mailing them back to
park rangers after experiencing what they considered bad luck.
So many pilfered mementos were returned, often with notes of apology, that rangers called
them “sorry rocks.” The returns merely created
more work for park staff, who urged visitors not
to take specimens in the first place.
“Sorry rocks” is a fitting image for our sins, which
the Bible describes as weights and entanglements (see Hebrews 12:1). As sinners, we can’t
remove those heavy burdens on our own. But
through Christ’s redeeming work on our behalf,
we can “return” the rocks of wrongdoing. When
we repent and seek forgiveness, God promises
to “remember [our] sins no more” (Hebrews 8:12).

Congratulations to those celebrating
anniversaries in March:
Ed & Tammy Egan

March 17, 2007

A very special thank you
to all those who purchased
Macaroni & Cheese for
Community Sharing. We
collected a total of 335
boxes !!! Thank you so
much for your generosity
to those in need.

Our Heartfelt Christian
Sympathy to Bill & Theresa
Erfourth at the passing of
Ron Carr this past month.
May you both find comfort in
knowing Ron is with his Lord
in a beautiful heaven.

Easter Flowers

Electronic Giving

Easter Flowers will be offered for your purchase
to decorate the chancel area on Easter Sunday.
You may take your flowers home after the late
service. There are a wide variety of choices this
year: Lilies, Hydrangeas, Tulips, Hyacinths,
Daffofils, and Mini Daffodils. Please see the
insert in the Sunday Bulletin to place your order.
Please make checks payable to: Faith Lutheran
Church. Deadline to order is March 21 !!!

Electronic Giving is still available if you
wish to participate.

If you have any questions, please give Yvonne
Pirozek a call at 248.698.1444. Thank you!

FLY along with some others from our Faith family
toured Historic Trinity in Detroit the end of January. It was beautiful! (See pictures in this newsletter.)
We had a meeting in February to see who is interested in the Youth Gathering in 2022 and to
make a prayer blanket for Vince Rhodes. Looks
like we will have a great group attending the
Gathering again. Please contact Patricia if you
have any questions.
Registration for YAVS opens in July 2021(19yr 24), the next registration opens in September
2021 (14yrs-19yrs).
FLY is hosting dinner for Lent on 2/24/21.
Next FLY meeting is March 14th at
12:15pm. You can bring your lunch and eat while
we talk then get into our activity.
Be on the lookout for information about a Lock-in
for 5th thru 7th grade.
Bible Study is going well. All are welcome, even if
you didn't start with us.

Please use the following link:
faithhighland.com/give
Thank you so much!

Our mission is to welcome and unite God’s
people to nurture faith
through the Gospel,
and provide opportunities and commitment
to serve Christ through
our ministry within the
congregation and the
community.

NOT ONLINE? NOT A PROBLEM!
If you know someone who cannot
access online resources let them
know that on Sunday mornings an
LCMS worship service is broadcast
on the following channels. Check
listings for exact times.
Comcast—channel 399
Direct TV—channel 377
Over-the-air Digital Channel—18.4

A SIMPLE WAY TO PRAY by Martin Luther

I will tell you as best I can what I do personally when I pray. May our dear Lord grant to you and to
everybody to do it better than I! Amen.
First, when I feel that I have become cool and joyless in prayer because of other tasks or thoughts
(for the flesh and the devil always impede and obstruct prayer), I take my little psalter, hurry to my
room, or, if it be the day and hour for it, to the church where a congregation is assembled and, as
time permits, I say quietly to myself and word-for-word the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and, if I
have time, some words of Christ or of Paul, or some psalms, just as a child might do.
It is a good thing to let prayer be the first business of the morning and the last at night. Guard yourself carefully against those false, deluding ideas which tell you, "Wait a little while. I will pray in an
hour; first I must attend to this or that." Such thoughts get you away from prayer into other affairs
which so hold your attention and involve you that nothing comes of prayer for that day.
It may well be that you may have some tasks which are as good or better than prayer, especially in
an emergency. There is a saying ascribed to St. Jerome that everything a believer does is prayer
and a proverb, "He who works faithfully prays twice." This can be said because a believer fears and
honors God in his work and remembers the commandment not to wrong anyone, or to try to steal,
defraud, or cheat. Such thoughts and such faith undoubtedly transform his work into prayer and a
sacrifice of praise.
On the other hand it is also true that the work of an unbeliever is outright cursing and so he who
works faithlessly curses twice. While he does his work his thoughts are occupied with a neglect of
God and violation of his law, how to take advantage of his neighbor, how to steal from him and defraud him. What else can such thoughts be but out and out curses against God and man, which
makes one's work and effort a double curse by which a man curses himself. In the end they are beggars and bunglers. It is of such continual prayer that Christ says in Luke 11, "Pray without ceasing,"
because one must unceasingly guard against sin and wrongdoing, something one cannot do unless
one fears God and keeps his commandment in mind, as Psalm 1 [:1, 2] says, "Blessed is he who
meditates upon his law day and night."
Yet we must be careful not to break the habit of true prayer and imagine other works to be necessary which, after all, are nothing of the kind. Thus at the end we become lax and lazy, cool and listless toward prayer. The devil who besets us is not lazy or careless, and our flesh is too ready and
eager to sin and is disinclined to the spirit of prayer.

Return to the Lord
Our midweek Lenten services continue each Wednesday during Lent:
March 3— “Return from Betrayal”
March 10— “Return from False Witness
March 17— “Return from Denial”
March 24— “Return from the Kingdom of God”
Dinners will be held at 5:30pm, followed by the service at 7:00pm.
We hope you will join us each week in preparation of Holy Week.

Maundy Thursday Service
with Holy Communion
“Return to the Table”
April 1 @ 7:00pm
Good Friday Services
“Return to the Truth”
April 2 @ 1:00 & 7:00pm
Easter Sunday Services
“Return and See”
April 4 @ 7:00 & 11:00am
Breakfast to be determined.
(See Voter minutes in this newsletter.)

R.S.V.P by March 9, 2021
(810)-239-6200

Luther on Discipleship
$20/person,
No cost for college or seminary students

Saturday, March 13, 2021 9 AM-2:30 PM
St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church
402 S Ballenger Hwy, Flint, MI
Rev. John T. Pless,
Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions at
Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN
will present on Martin Luther's teachings on Christian Discipleship.

Lunch and refreshments provided.

Over the last month the Sunday bulletin messages on Stephen Ministry have focused on listening to
a hurting individual express their feelings and how both the hurting person and the listener react to
the feelings. This is the essence of Stephen Ministry. Among the tools that Stephen Ministers bring
to those discussions is first knowing Christ is with us and God provides the cure. The Care Giver is
not there to provide answers, but to listen. The Care Giver can and will ask questions that will root
out deep seated resentment and the need for forgiveness. That can create an environment for even
stronger feelings of bitterness and anger to surface. But, as with any situation of trying to help
resolve painful conditions, the central core of the matter needs to be met head-on. Comfort and
healing occur when feelings are expressed and understood. Multiple conversations over a period of
time, perhaps an extended period of time are necessary to resolve deep, hurtful or troublesome
feelings.
For those who have not yet undertaken the Stephen Ministry training, we can learn from the components of the Stephen Series system. To start – Christ first and foremost. With Christ as the foundation, no matter what we hear coming out of the mouth of the hurting soul, we can react with concern,
compassion and love. Without Christ our reaction in that way may be very hard, certainly difficult.
We have a natural tendency to fight back, to protect, to defend, to explain, to gain a resolution.
Usually forcing those kinds of responses only make the situation worse. While ultimately the answer
to harsh feelings may well be that the hurting person has created the situation themselves, we can’t
tell them that. They need to figure that out for themselves. That takes time. It takes time to heal –
especially deep wounds.
We are all sinners. We are self-absorbed. We are critical of others. We don’t see the log in our own
eye (Mt 7: 1-5). But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9). Armed thus and asking for guidance
such that we first focus on Jesus, even in the middle of a heated discussion we are reminded to “put
the best construction on everything”. {Today the meaning given in the catechism for the Eighth
Commandment reads: “explain everything in the kindest way”}.
If you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry in general or the Faith Stephen Ministry
mission, please contact Pastor Moyer or Guy York. In the meantime, continue to pray to Be Christlike in your dealings with hurtful reactions to the feelings of loved-ones. Pray also for our Stephen
Ministry program at Faith and for those who are contemplating becoming a Stephen Minister.

FLY Trip to Historic Trinity in Detroit

Just for Fun:
I’ve never been a very good speller, so I was interested to learn that plans are being considered to
reform and simplify the English language. Of course a change of such magnitude will take time to
gain common acceptance so the modifications will be introduced over a five-year phase. In the first
year, "s" will be used instead of the soft "c". Also, the hard "c" will be replased with "k". Not only will
this klear up konfusion, but komputers will need one less letter.
In the sekond year the troublesome "ph" and “gh” will be replased by "f". This will make words like
"fotograf" 20 persent shorter.
In the third year, we kan expekt akseptanse of the new spelling to reash the stage where more
komplikated shanges are possible.
For instanse we kan enkourage the removal of double letters, whish have always ben a deterent to
akurate speling. Also, al wil agre that the horible mes of silent "e"'s in the languag is disgrasful, and
they would go.
By the fourth year, peopl wil be reseptiv to steps sush as replasing "th" with "z" “ti/ci” with “sh” and
"w" by "v". (A “v” is haf a “w” after al, and zis redukshon wil be mor efishent!)
During ze fifz year, ze unesesary "o" kan be droped from vords kontaining it, lik kould and should,
and similar shanges vud of kors be aplid to ozer kombinashons of leters.
After zis fifz yer, ve vil hav a reli sensibl riten stil. Zer vil be no mor trubls or difikultis, and pepl,
busines and employes vil find it ezi to kommunikat viz eash ozer. Ov kors bi zat tim, al vil be
expekted to us zis for all shursh komunikashon.
Ze drem vil finali kum tru.
Zanks for reding! – Pastor Moyer

Books I’m reading this month:_________________________________________________________________________

A Lutheran Toolkit
By Ken Sundet Jones

Spiritual Conversations
in the Digital Age
By Barna Group with
Lutheran Hour Ministries

March

2
0
2
1

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Elders
Dean Ayers
Steve Foradori

1

2

3

4

12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

5:30pm Dinner
7:00pm Lenten
Service

6:45pm Boy
Scouts

5

6

7 Communion

8

9

10

11

5:30pm Dinner
7:00pm Lenten
Service

6:45pm Boy
Scouts

12

13 8:30am

12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

15

16

17

18

12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

5:30pm Dinner
7:00pm Lenten
Service

6:45pm Boy
Scouts

19

20

26

27

8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation & Adult
Bible Study
11:00 Worship

14 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation & Adult
Bible Study
11:00 Worship
12:00 Elder’s Mtg
12:15 FLY

21 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation & Adult
Bible Study
11:00 Worship
12:00 BOCE

8:00pm Voters

22

23

24

25

12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

5:30pm Dinner
7:00pm Lenten
Service

6:45pm Boy
Scouts

29

30

31

April 1

April 2

7:00pm
Maundy
Thursday
Service with Holy
Communion

1:00pm Good
Friday Service
7:00pm Good
Friday Service
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Laud & Honor on Palm Sunday
The Palm Sunday anthem “All Glory Laud and Honor” is one of Christendom’s oldest hymns. St.
Theodulf of Orleans, who helped reform the church under Charlemagne, wrote the lyrics in the year
820 while imprisoned in France.
The lyrics recount Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, an event the medieval church reenacted
every Palm Sunday. Clergy and townspeople processed from fields through the city gates, behind a
Jesus figure riding a donkey. At the gates, children began singing the hymn in Latin — Gloria, laus et
honor — and onlookers soon chimed in.
City gates may be a thing of the past, as the website Hymnary.org notes, yet we still praise our
blessed Redeemer “because we know just what kind of King he was and is — an everlasting King
who reigns not just in Jerusalem but over the entire earth. What more could we do but praise him
with glory, laud and honor.”
All glory, laud and honor to you, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son,
now in the Lord's name coming, the King and Blessed One.

