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A Year of Hope
I wait
for the LORD
my soul waits,
and in his word
I hope;
- Psalm 130:5

The word hope is used in the Bible about 150 times. I say about that many times because it varies
depending on the English translation you’re using. The word hope can cover concepts like wish or
expectation and the translators will choose different words, including hope, to convey the intended
meaning.
My kids may have said “I hope I get a PlayStation 5 for Christmas.” They didn’t. It was a misplaced
hope. Many people are putting their hope in the year 2021. As if the numbers on the calendar are
what cause or affect the circumstances just because our collective lap counter around Sol went up by
one. We certainly understand the yearning for a “happy new year” but buying a new day planner does
not make it so. (Worst purchase of 2020, by the way.)
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For the Christian, hope is not a wish. It is a trust. It is the expectation that the Lord of hosts will
continue to do as he promised, and that those promises are for the ultimate good of his people. It’s
also the belief that what our Lord says is true, despite popular opinion.
So in a way that means we really should not be surprised by the events of the past year. Our Lord has
said there would be conflict and war and natural disaster. There was never any mention about humans
improving themselves closer to perfection and goodness, but that they would increasingly reject him
and his Word. The same things that have plagued the earth will continue to plague the earth.
But not forever.
He also says Behold I am making all things new. When you confess your sins and hear those precious
words of absolution, you are renewed with a clean heart and right spirit. When the tempter tries to
convince of the hopelessness of your situation, the Word from the Word made flesh gives you
something new and better to listen to. Even death, the last enemy to be destroyed, is made into
something new, a transition to the life to come.
You, dear Christian, have hope because you have Jesus. And the only way to continue in it is His Word.
For in these latter days, God has spoken to us by his Son.
Keep listening to Jesus and may 2021 be for you a year of true
hope, one of confident expectation and trust in the Lord.
Jesus lives! and now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When I pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense,
Jesus is my confidence!
(Hymn #490:6 Lutheran Service Book)

Minutes from Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting
December 16, 2020
In attendance:
Bill Kiley, Tom and Cindy
Tesolin, Neil and Laura Hornbacher, Dean
Ayers, Sharon Vogel, Kathy VanGordon,
Jacque Rhodes, Pastor Moyer, Mike Stanley,
Sherry Hanovich, Bill Kiley, Bill and Theresa
Erfourth, and Barb Steele
The Voters Assembly was called to order by
President, Dean Ayers at 7:55 p.m. Dean started the meeting with the opening prayer.
Previous meeting minutes were read by Sherry
Hanovich. Dean requested the minutes be
amended to add the budget approval and clarify
“new sound system” to new camera, laptop for
recording services and monitoring the sanctuary. Sharon motioned to accept minutes, Mike
Stanley seconded and all approved.
Pastors Report – Pastor continues to make visits to those who are accepting visitors. ~Most of
his efforts are towards Christmas prep. ~There
will be a guest speaker, Carl Petzel, the first
week in January.
Board of Family & Community Outreach – Kathy
VanGordon reported for the Board of Outreach.
~The outreach group was able to help a needy
family by donating $750.
Board of Elders – Bill Kiley reported for the
Board of Elders. ~The board discussed the new
video closed circuit system. It will be up and
running by Christmas. ~All elders have been
assigned to accommodate all Christmas services. Each elder is invited to attend any service, whether they are on duty or not. ~As Tom
Lombardo and Neil Hornbacher will be elected
President and Vice President for 2021, they
need to renounce their remaining elected terms
as elders. Both will be appointed as elders for
2021. Dean Ayers, Bill Kiley and Carl Lemke
will be appointed as elders for 2021.
~Installation of new officers will be January 3,
2021. ~All elders are encouraged to contact
their parishioners’ during the Holiday Season.
Trustees – Dean reported for the Board of Trustees. ~The photo sensor was replaced in the
M-59 church sign. ~Thank you to Dean for
compacting the gravel in the new parking lot.
~The exterior stairs that lead from the lower lot
to the upper lot will be blocked from usage, it
will be difficult to keep safe for use. ~Dean and
Steve are working towards a grant for updated
security improvements. ~A big thank you to
Tom Tesolin, Mike Stanley and Brian Zeremba
for installing our new camera system for recording on-line services.

Treasurers Report – Bill Erfourth presented the
November Treasurers report.
~There was
discussion on redirecting funds from St. Georges
to the Outreach Committee where it can be
dispersed as needed. Mike Stanley motioned to
accept the report, Bill Kiley seconded, and all approved.
Stephen Ministry – Mike Stanley reported that the
group continues to meet bi-weekly, however the
Nelson’s are back in Arizona, and JoAnn
Ruczynski will be leaving for Florida. ~Guy has
been talking to Amanda Vergin, wife of Pastor
Aaron Vergin – St. Mark’s West Bloomfield. She
is a professional counselor, as well as, Stephen
Leader and Minister. She has offered to assist
us with training that will help deal with concerns
regarding Mental Health of our Care Receivers.
~A Community Resource Directory is being
developed. ~Please continue to pray for the
Stephen Ministry program.
Music Ministry – Jacque explained that all music
for Christmas will be from the organ, there will
not be any special groups or instruments.
Voting Member Instated – Bill Kiley motioned that
Barb Steele be installed as a voting member.
Mike Stanley seconded, all approved.
New Business – Bill motioned that we compensate our guest speakers who provide the sermon,
$150. Cindy seconded, all approved. ~Pastor
explained that due to Covid, conventions have
not been able to take place. The Synod requests
that each church body vote whether to approve a
recommended one-year delay of conventions.
Cindy motioned to approve, Bill Erfourth seconded, all approved. ~Bill Erfourth motioned that
Pastor Moyer’s 2021 housing allowance continue
unchanged from 2020. Kathy seconded, all approved. ~Jacque received a $111 cash donation
for the Children’s program. ~Cindy motioned that
we reallocate the money for St. George’s to the
Outreach Committee. Mike Stanley seconded,
all approved. ~Dean announced the installation
of officers will be January 3, 2021, in both services. ~Dean read off the 2021 Ballot of Officers
(attached). Jacque motioned to accept the ballot
as proposed, Mike Stanley seconded, all approved. ~Kathy thanked all the exiting officers for
their years of service and dedication.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. by
Dean. Dean closed the meeting with our closing
prayer and the Lord’s Prayer.
NEXT MEETING: January 21st at 7:00 pm.
Respectively submitted,
Sherry Hanovich, Recording Secretary

2021 Church Officer Ballot
President

Tom Lombardo

1 Year

elected

Vice President

Neil Hornbacher

1 year

elected

Congregational Secretary

Nancy Lombardo

2 year

elected

Treasurer

Bill Kiley

2 year

elected

Assistant Treasurer

Karen Genson

2 year

appointed—1 year left

Financial Secretary

Janet Scheiwe

2 year

elected—1 year left

Elders

Dean Ayers
Neil Hornbacher
Tom Lombardo

1 year
1 year
2 year

appointed
appointed
appointed

Trustees

Mike Hannewald
Mike Genson
Justin Thurm
Steve Kirchner

2 year
2 year
2 year
2 year

appointed
appointed
appointed
appointed

Community Outreach

Kathy VanGordon
Janet Hannewald
Claire Tesolin
Connie Redman
Betty Dickson
Gary Tino
Dawn Claus

3 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year
1 year

elected
appointed
appointed
appointed
appointed
appointed
appointed

This is what was shared at church in December by the Elder speaker.
We thought you would enjoy reading it.
The soil is tilled and properly prepared. An excess of seed is on hand. It is the right time of the year
to sow, and so the sowing begins. A small handful of seed here, a light sprinkling of seed in a few
spots, and maybe a couple of seeds over there. Now the anticipation sets in for what is hoped for: A
lush, thick, dark green lawn.
Would it surprise you that the result is not much of a lawn at all? Why, you might ask, would anyone
who has more than enough seed sow in such a manner?
But is this not frequently the scenario of God’s people when it comes to giving to the Lord? Great
wealth abounds, but instead of scattering that wealth for the furtherance of the Gospel, pennies,
nickels and dimes are cast here and there as they are carefully counted out by the giver. Such was
the situation that the Apostle Paul addressed in his second letter to the Corinthians. The collection
for the church in Jerusalem had fallen behind. Great enthusiasm over generously helping fellow
members of the body of Christ had degenerated into occasional and less than generous giving. It
was time to bring the offering to completion, for soon it would be taken to Jerusalem, where it was
desperately needed.
The Apostle writes, “Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”

The Apostle wants to make several points with this seed-sowing imagery. It is God who provides the
seed, and it is God who provides the giver with money and wealth as the means to give. It is God
who blesses the seed so that it brings forth a bountiful harvest. In a similar way, our gifts of money
bring glory and honor to God and produce thanksgiving because of what He has done for us through
Jesus Christ. And it is God who strengthens us in our lives of sanctification so that we may grow in
this grace of cheerful giving.
We must never let the focus of the sinful world influence our values concerning giving. The world’s
reasoning will leave us selfish, giving stingily unless we are sure there will be a direct benefit to us.
The world’s wisdom will have us looking at the Lord’s work here at Faith Lutheran Church as little
more than a business with income and expense projections, returns on investments, and a budget to
be funded.
As God’s people, focused on Him, we rise to the challenge and give generously to meet the needs
which God has set before us. We give as an act of love towards God, brought about by His grace in
Christ, knowing that He has already made provisions so that we might be able to give. And, with God
as our source, we know that our giving will be blessed beyond any human measure.
We are blessed with abundant seed. Pray that by God’s grace in Jesus Christ, we may broadcast
this seed liberally and abundantly as He provides, giving Him the glory and thanks for His bountiful
harvest.

Living Faith Stewardship Campaign
Applying Biblical Teachings
Here’s a little true or false test. Be forewarned that the question is somewhat tricky. True or false: A
Christian can expect to have all of his or her needs supplied by God.
On the surface, that would seem to be true. After all, Philippians 4:19 says, “And my God will meet
all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” But what many people fail to realize
is that this promise is a conditional promise. The reason God will supply all of our needs is based on
Philippians 4:18 where the Apostle Paul describes how his needs were met by the Christians at Philippi through the sacrificial offering which they had sent to him.

In other words, although those first-century Christians gave to Paul with the desire of assisting him in
his ministry to the early church, because of their giving, they earned the “right” to expect that God
would fully meet all of their needs. Because of their willingness to share their resources with Paul, as
he indicated in Philippians 4:17, fruit would abound to their account. They could then look to God to
supply all of their needs. Although they did not “give to get,” they would “get” because they gave.
That same principle holds true today. As one person expressed it so well, “We do not give to get, but
when we give, we get.” That’s what the Lord Jesus said in Luke 6:38. He indicated that by whatever
measure we give, we will in turn receive.
Jack Hartman, a Christian businessman, said it this way: “ . . . the more we give to God, the more
this opens the channel for Him to see that we receive abundantly in return. If we withhold our giving,
we are actually withholding the blessing that God wants to give us.”
Someone described non-essentials in life as “ . . . playing Scrabble on the Hindenburg or rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic.” Maybe that’s a picture of how you view giving — as a non-essential,
something not very important in the totality of life. Could it be that is why your needs are not being
met in full?

Think about this: What would happen if you began to place a rightful priority on your giving, even to
the point of giving sacrificially? You see, you would then have the “right” to claim Philippians 4:19
with the expectation that in response to your giving, God would meet all of your needs. Your obedience to God’s direction in your life to give would then result in having Him meet your needs, even
with the same “measure” that you give to Him.

Congratulations to those
celebrating birthdays in
January:
2 Lori Flores
2 Dennis Goers, Jr.
4 Thaddeus Moyer
5 Tracie Smith
5 Karen Tomle
6 Jon Rickle
9 Bonnie Delor
9 Patti Larzelere
11 Joseph Ennis
11 Madeline Hannewald
13 Mike Acree
13 Amanda Goers
14 Taylor Buckthorpe
14 Heather Genson
14 Megan Mars

15 Morgan Jones
17 Paula Robinson
18 June Parmeter
21 Martha Born
21 Teagan Smith
24 Pam Friend
24 Kaitlyn Russell
26 Laura Hornbacher
27 Aristide Gardette
27 Jim Scrivo
28 Megan Ennis
30 Kendall Lavelle
30 Julia Russell
31 Andrea Blumberg

Congratulations to those
celebrating anniversaries
in January:
Mike & Karen Genson
Mitch Gorkiewicz & Kat Schatz
Bill & Judy Kiley

1-04-1975
1-23-2010
1-31-1981

Merry Christmas from
Jack & Leah Nicholas
We are well—just being safe.
Thank you for all the
prayers, cards &
phone calls. Extra
thanks to Pastor
Moyer for attending
to our communion
needs.
We hope to see you in the Spring—God
willing.

Thank You for the great Thinking of You note which I received just now.
I think of you often, too, and surely miss being able to be nearer Faith
Lutheran for church and activities. The people are so very special to me
there. I am still across the street from daughter, Mary Hardy and her family. Their daughter, Lil, and her family are only about 5 minutes from us, so
they get over here often, and that is great. Janet and Steve (KY daughter
and son-in-law left yesterday after a week's visit. The house in Highland
has been sold now, so that contact is over (and so close to Faith). I hope you are doing well. I will
likely be here Christmas, and this virus has to get a bit more under control so my family thinks it is
good to leave for Fla. Not in sight yet. I miss you and our little group of sewers and breakfast folks,
plus Bible Class, etc. I saw yesterday's 11:00 sermon. I once saw it for the early service and had fun
trying to figure out the people I was able to see. It seems church services around here still aren't
having folks come into the church -- even when they could a week or so ago at the church my family
attends (and am a big part of.) This is a "different" year . Best Happy Wishes to you and our friends
at Faith. I think of all of you pretty frequently. Hope everyone is doing well.
Merry Christmas!
Love,
Carolyn

The 2021 Flower Calendar
is up in the Narthex above
the drinking fountain. If you
would like to have flowers
placed in the chancel area in
celebration of an event or in
memory of a loved one,
please sign your name on the date of your
choice. Please specify what you are celebrating
or who you are remembering. Place a slash (/)
next to your info if you only want one vase. The
price of each vase is $22.50.
Make sure to use the erasable marker
provided. Thanks so much!

It’s Time to Take Our
Christmas Decorations Down

Electronic Giving
Electronic Giving is still available if you
wish to participate.
Please use the following link:
faithhighland.com/give
Thank you so much!

Our mission is to welcome and unite God’s
people to nurture faith
through the Gospel,
and provide opportunities and commitment
to serve Christ through
our ministry within the
congregation and the
community.

We could use some help taking the
Christmas decorations down for another
year. We will be doing this on

Saturday, January 9
beginning at 9:00 am.

It shouldn’t take long at all if we have
enough help.
Thanks in advance for your time !!!

2021 Offering Envelopes
are available for pick-up in
your church mailbox.
Please take a moment to
pick yours up. Don’t forget
to discard your 2020
envelopes. Thank you.

NOT ONLINE? NOT A PROBLEM!
If you know someone who cannot
access online resources let them
know that on Sunday mornings an
LCMS worship service is broadcast
on the following channels. Check
listings for exact times.
Comcast—channel 399
Direct TV—channel 377
Over-the-air Digital Channel—18.4

The tags were chosen upstairs in the coffee room this
year. One family at a time
came in to choose gifts to
purchase for the families,
then brought them in
wrapped and placed under
the tree in the sanctuary.
What a beautiful site !!!

A Heartfelt
Thank You
Thank you to all those who participated in the
WarmingTree
and the
Christmas Families
this year!!!
We helped 6 Christmas families with 18
children.
The Warming Tree collected:
9 scarves
1 jacket
26 hats
53 pair of gloves
122 pair of socks
The families and children were very thankful
for your generous gifts and gift cards (see all
the thank–you’s in this newsletter). The
Warming Tree was full to bursting with your
wonderful gifts which were taken to St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Pontiac to help the folks
in their community.
Thank you so much for showing Jesus’ love
through your hearts & hands!
May the Lord bless you &
those you love in the coming
year!
The Outreach Committee
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Happy New Year!!
Our Youth just finished up a great Bible Study “Your Identity in Christ “. If you’d like to check it out
we have 1 Student booklet, the DVD and the Leader guide.
We had a fun Christmas get together and did a gift exchange. We truly have a great group of
youth here at Faith.
January we will begin a new study called “The Armor God” (for teen/young adults).
Be on the look out in February for pictures from our youth touring Trinity Lutheran in Detroit.
The Pastor is giving us a private tour Saturday January 30th. You can look them up at https://
www.historictrinity.org/

Blessings for a wonderful 2021

Our Prayer Shawl group made
these beautiful shawls that are
given to those who need a little
Christian care. As one receiver
said, “It’s like a warm hug.”
Thank you, Prayer Shawl
Group, for your Christian love!

A Note to the Saints at Faith Lutheran Church regarding Stephen Ministry
As I have come to know members of Faith Church since Diane and I joined our congregation a few
short years ago I am profoundly mindful of the care and concern you have, not just for one another
but for your friends and acquaintances. I often hear about phone calls and visits between members
and by members to their friends and neighbors. Because of my role as Stephen Leader I am either
made aware of hurting members and others or learn of them through conversation with you and
other means such as the prayer chain postings. How blessed we are to be part of such a Christcentered, Spirit-filled, loving congregation.
Each of us at various times are put in positions where family members need our support when
faced with life changing issues. Often the burden of dealing with these issues is more than they can
bear alone. They don’t directly ask for our support, but we know they need it. Sometimes in trying
to be supportive we say something in a way that sets them off in rage. We get scolded or harshly
responded to when all we are really trying to do is be helpful, sympathetic and supportive. This is
an obvious sign that the burden has become extreme. When these reactions become routine is
when the care receiver needs help the most. Patience and a little skill become necessary to manage these reactions so they don’t become a deep divide that ends the relationship.
Since its founding in 1975, Stephen Ministry of St. Louis has published many helpful guides on
learning how to communicate with over-burdened individuals who have chased away family members, leaving them alone to deal with their feelings. While some of these publications are specific to
illness, aging, death and dying, they also deal with such struggles as coping, loss of a job, divorce,
moving/geographic-relocation, parenting, criticism, faith building, and evangelism. For information
on publications that may be useful to you in caring relationships please contact me or go to the
Stephen Ministry web site: https://www.stephenministries.org.
If you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry in general or the Faith Stephen Ministry mission, please contact Pastor Moyer or me. In the meantime, continue to pray for a patient heart and
the Mind of Christ to deal with hurtful reactions from loved-ones. Pray also for our Stephen Ministry
program at Faith and for those who are contemplating becoming a Stephen Minister.
Thank-you and God Bless You as you call on, comfort and care for your hurting friends and acquaintances. You are doing work Christ means for you to do. Lead by the Holy Spirit, Paul wrote
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ - Galatians 6:2
Guy York
Faith Lutheran Church Stephen Leader

Christmas Thank-You’s from our Christmas families:
Card Thank You:

Text Message Thank You:

This brings a special Christmas prayer
that God will keep you in His care
and bless in peaceful, joyous ways
these holy, happy holidays—Helen
Steiner Rice
May the blessings of Christ’s love be
with you in this beautiful holy season
and always.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!
Thank you very much for all the gifts
for our family.
God bless you always!

We are very happy today for the blessings and the gifts
that you have given us. We want to thank Faith Lutheran
Church for these gifts. We feel eternally grateful and it
brought such happiness to our children opening their
gifts.
May God continue blessing your lives and we wish you a
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Email Message Thank You:
Thank you so much for all the gifts we received.
Jazmín says thank for her slippers & sweater,
sweatpants, doll & gingerbread house, chocolates, socks, earmuffs, gloves, all if which she
loved.
Vania says she loves her LOL dolls and carries
them everywhere. She loves the clothes, hats &
gloves too. Vania gave one LOL doll to Jazmin
because she had 3 & Jazmin had only one Barbie
doll. We played the Dominoes game last night.
Brandon says thank you for the sheets. They
matched really well with the quilt & he really likes
the towels (texture & color). The hat and gloves
really keep him warm when he is out shoveling
the snow!
My husband loved the sweatshirt and it really fit
him well.
I really like the PJs – they are my favorite colors &
so soft & warm. Our room is very cold & the blanket keeps us nice & warm & we slept really well.
We feel very blessed to have received so many
gifts. We decided to give the $100 gift card to a
family we know that needed it more than we do.
We want to thank the very generous people that
gave us all these wonderful gifts and who are so
generous with us. May God multiply 70 times 7
your money and your time. May he protect your
health, peace, love, hope and happiness with
God’s love to all of you & your families. May God
continue to bless you always.

Text Message Thank You:
Merry Christmas and thank you so much
for sharing with our family all of these
beautiful gifts. Thank you for your generosity and may God bless you to the maximum with a healthy life, love & peace.
May God always bless you. Thank you,
God bless!

Text Message Thank You:
We have no words to thank you for such a
blessing that you gave us with these gifts.

We were very blessed this year to receive so many pictures and
thank you’s from the Christmas Families.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation & Adult
Bible Study
11:00 Worship

4

5
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

6

7
6:45pm Boy
Scouts

8

9

10 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation & Adult
Bible Study
11:00 Worship
12:00 Elder’s Mtg

11

12
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

13

14
6:45pm Boy
Scouts

15

16

17 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation & Adult
Bible Study
11:00 Worship
12:00 BOCE

18

19
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

20

21
6:45pm Boy
Scouts
7:00pm Voters

22

23

24 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation & Adult
Bible Study
11:00 Worship

25

26
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

27

28
6:45pm Boy
Scouts

29

30

31 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation & Adult
Bible Study
11:00 Worship
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