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“I didn’t want to bother you…”
I’ve never liked hearing that. Even when it’s not directed
at me.
Personally, as a pastor, there’s a flash of guilt that the
time spent fulfilling my call to the congregation is
perceived as “too bothersome.” I know that’s not what’s
meant and people are generally more well-intentioned.
But what of the many several instructions in scripture like Galatians 5:13-14? “…
through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Think of the joy you receive when Jesus permits you to love and serve someone
else! How full is your heart when you are able to help with the yard work, deliver the
groceries, help pay down an expense, lift holy hands in prayer, or just offer the time
for patient conversation? These seem like the good works that scripture tells us really
aren’t ours, but were prepared for us in Christ Jesus that we may all behold “the
immeasurable riches of his grace and kindness!” (Ephesians 2:4-10)
What if no one needed or accepted our love or servanthood? What if everyone said
“I don’t want to be a bother?” Keep this in mind. Jesus famously told his followers
“whatever you have done unto the least of these you have done unto me” There may
be times when the Lord in his wisdom means for you to adopt the role of “least of
these.” There may be times when the Lord’s will for you is to remain a member of the
Body, and someone else to be His hands and feet that serve you.
The desire to be self-sufficient; to be without need; to only give and never receive
grows dangerously close to the sin of prideful idolatry. It’s the temptation to believe
that we need nothing from anyone, including Jesus. In fact, it’s the false belief that
we need to prove how much we don’t need from Jesus. That I’m doing ok, better than
most, even, if I’m not compelled to “bother God” with every little thing. One of Jesus’
wedding parables (Matthew 22) has guests instructed to wear the clothes that came
with the invitation. But some of the would-be party-goers decide they’ll just wear
what they have. Maybe they believe their own garments are nicer or just don’t want
the charity. Either way they are denied admittance because they aren’t clothed
appropriately.
That’s why in confession we admit that we are in the greatest need: We are dead in
trespasses and selfish sin; our own works, well-intentioned or not are as filthy rags
compared to the robes of Jesus’ perfect righteousness; we have not loved with our
whole heart – which would include letting love and service in.
And that’s why in forgiveness, Christ loves you and serves you with his flesh and
blood. He wants to bestow on you the immeasurable riches of his grace, mercy, and
peace. So, he kills your sin in his own body and brings you with him back to life. This
is not our own doing; it couldn’t be! It is God’s gift. God’s Law says “Do and do
not.” His Gospel says “Done- in and by Jesus.”
As you desire to love and serve others, permit others to do the same for you. Please
don’t keep your burdens to yourself.
Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the
righteous to be moved. (Psalm 55:22)
Pastor Moyer

As our congregation grows and strives to fulfill our mission, we invite you to
join one of the four board positions that will be available. The board works
together with Pastor Moyer, the Board of Elders, Trustees, Education, Stewardship,
Outreach and Music. We talk over new ideas, opportunities, facilities, outreach and
ways to move the ministry toward its goals. Below are the descriptions of the board
positions. We encourage each of you to prayerfully consider becoming a board
member. Feel free to join our next meeting on August 20, 2020 at 7:00pm. All our
meetings are open to the congregation. We would love for you to come. For more
information, contact any elder or board member (Mike Stanley, Neil Hornbacher, Tom
Lombardo, Timothy Mars, Bill Kiley, Tom Tesolin, Gary Tino, Guy York, Dean Ayers,
Tom Buckthorpe, Sherry Hanovich and Bill Erfourth).
Congregational President:

The term of office of the Congregational President shall be for one year and the
incumbent shall not hold that office for more than three consecutive terms without
a lapse of one year minimum.
The Congregational President shall:
Preside over all meetings of the Voters’ Assembly.
Make decisions according to parliamentary rules.
Hold their vote and have the choice of casting the deciding vote in case the votes
are equally divided.
Decide all questions of order.
Have the responsibility of ensuring that all resolutions are executed by the proper
officers of boards according to the wishes of the Voters’ Assembly.
Be an ex-officio member of all standing boards and committees, with the exception
of the Board of Elders, and shall attend personally or designate the Congregational Vice-President of the congregation to attend meetings of boards and committees whenever necessary and advisable.
Appoint an audit committee as deemed appropriate.
Be a signer of all church accounts and debt instruments.
Be an active member of the Planning Task Force.

Congregational Vice-President:

The term of office for the Congregational Vice-President shall be one year and the incumbent shall not hold that office for more than three consecutive terms without a
lapse of at least one year.
The Congregational Vice President shall:
Perform the duties of the office of the Congregational President in his absence.
Succeed to the office of the Congregational President in the event of a vacancy
and for the remainder of the term.
Preside at all meetings of the Church Council.
Be an ex-officio member of any standing boards and committees as delegated by
the Congregational President and shall attend their meetings.
Be an active member of the Planning Task Force.
Congregational Secretary:
The term of office for the Congregational Secretary shall be one year and he/she shall
not hold that office for more than three consecutive terms without an elapse of
time.
The Congregational Secretary shall:
Keep accurate minutes of the Voters’ Assembly and Church Council meetings for
the permanent records of the congregation.
Retain copies of monthly reports of all church organizations.
Keep a roll of all the voting members of the congregation and all Church Council
members, shall call the roll at meetings of the Voters’ Assembly and Church
Council, and shall keep a record of attendance at such meetings.
Conduct all official correspondence of the Voters’ Assembly and of the Church
Council, as directed.
Keep a master copy of the constitution and record all changes.
Be a signer on all asset accounts of the congregation, as well as any ancillary
accounts by other organizations within Faith Lutheran Church.
Be an active member of the Planning Task Force.
Congregational Treasurer:
The term of office of the Congregational Treasurer shall be for two years and he/she
shall not hold that office for more than two consecutive terms.
The Congregational Treasurer shall:
Pay all bills authorized by the Congregation. He/she shall not handle any cash or
checks, but rather direct all such exchanges to go directly to the Board of Trustees for counting, processing, and depositing in the bank.
Keep an accurate record of all receipts and disbursements of the congregation in
books, which shall remain the property of the congregation.
Make available the financial books and records which may be audited by an Audit
Committee appointed by the Congregation President.
Submit a written report to each Voter’s Assembly meeting, regularly scheduled.
Such report shall show actual receipts and disbursements compared with the
budgeted amounts.
Close the books of the Church by January 31st of the following year.

Minutes from Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting
September 17, 2020
In Attendance - Dean Ayers, Tom and Chris
Buckthorpe, Pastor Moyer, Sherry Hanovich,
Neil and Laura Hornbacher, Bill Kiley, Sharon
Vogel, Steve Tino, Kathy VanGordon, Stan
Nelson, Guy York and Karen Cowart.
The Voters Assembly was called to order by
President, Dean Ayers at 7:02 p.m. Tom started the meeting with our Opening Prayer.
Pastor gave a devotion from the Lutheran Witness, “Art of Dying Well”.
Previous meeting minutes were read by Sherry
Hanovich. Chris motioned to accept minutes,
Bill Kiley seconded and all approved.
Board of Elders – Bill Kiley reported that Sunday school and confirmation class are going extremely well. ~Bonnie and Steve Delor will be
stepping down from the Board of Outreach at
the end of the year and we will need to find new
chair people. ~A request was received from
Evan Tino to transfer from Peace Lutheran
Church in Sandusky, MI to Faith Lutheran. A
motion was made and approved for his transfer.
~Bob and Sue Holloway requested a transfer to
Peace Lutheran Church in Dunnellon, FL. A
motion was made and reluctantly approved for
their transfer. ~The topic of mask usage was
discussed and it was decided to continue the
practice throughout the Pandemic. ~Service
elders are urged to count attendance and communicants. Then record the information on the
count sheet and place in collection plate. They
also discussed the open officer positions and
how to fill those positions and that we are also
short on elders. ~The schedule for Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas services will be discussed at next meeting, as well as finalizing and
submitting the budget to the treasurer. ~Pastor
will be on vacation the second week in October
and our guest Pastor will be Tyler Cronkright.
Next elders meeting will be October 11th after
the late service.
Board of Outreach – Kathy reported our commitment to Luke 52 has been paid. This is second of the three-year commitment. ~Outreach
has requested family names of members with
infrequent attendance in order to supplement
what pastor and elders are already doing.
~Kathy acknowledged and thanked the member
who donated their $1,200 stimulus check to the
Needy Family Fund. Kathy announced that she
will step into the Outreach Chair Position.

Trustees – Steve reported there was no response from DTE regarding the removal of the
pole. ~The Alanon group will conduct their meetings inside the building and follow all our safety
protocols. ~There will be a work bee on October
3rd at 9:00 am. There will be projects to do both
indoor and outdoor.
Treasurers Report – Bill Kiley presented the
July Treasurers report. Kathy motioned to accept
the report, Karen seconded, and all approved.
Stephen Ministry – Guy reports that the leadership group continues to meet bi-weekly. Guy
asked for prayers to encourage people to become Stephen Ministers.
Member Transfers – Chris motioned to except
Evan Tino’s request to transfer from Peace
Lutheran Church in Sandusky, MI to Faith Lutheran, Karen second and all approved. Pastor read
a letter from the Holloway’s requesting a transfer
of membership and resignation from elders.
Sharon motioned to except Bob and Sue
Holloway’s request to transfer to Peace Lutheran
Church in Dunnellon, FL from Faith Lutheran.
Steve Tino seconded motion and all approved.
Old Business – The Wednesday Women’s Bible
Study has resumed. They have finished their
study of Revelations. The new study is Ecclesiastes. They meet down in the fellowship hall at
9:30am every Wednesday.
New Business – Chris asked whether we should
offer to have a Pumpkin Festival. After discussion, a decision was made to have a Pumpkin
Festival on October 24th from 3-5pm. There will
be food and beverages, everything will be individually wrapped. ~The Voters also discussed
Thanksgiving Eve and Advent services. A decision was made to have Thanksgiving Eve and
Advent services. There will be a dinner before
Advent services.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m. by
Dean. Tom closed the meeting with our closing
prayer and the Lord’s Prayer.
NEXT MEETING: October 15th at 7:00 PM.
Respectively submitted,
Sherry Hanovich
Recording Secretary

This is what was shared at church in September by the Elder speaker.
We thought you would enjoy reading it.
It’s going on 7 or 8 months of this COVID pandemic. What a curse! What a blessing! What a remarkable
opportunity for us to display our Living Faith, one based on a Christ-centered heart.
Habits — much of what we do in the course of daily living, we do out of habit. Habits can be very beneficial.
For example, brushing our teeth after meals is a good habit. Looking both ways before crossing a busy street
is a good habit. Writing thank-you notes is a good habit.
Wouldn’t it be great if every member and friend of Faith Lutheran Church would develop the habit of giving
and service? Or would it? We need not page very far into the Bible for an answer. Please listen to these
words from Genesis chapter 4:

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time Cain brought some of the
fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the
firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his
offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then
the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right,
will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”
Satan crouches at the door. He wishes to dull our spiritual senses, for he knows fully what is acceptable in the
Lord’s sight. He would like nothing better than to see our giving of time, talents, and wealth to become routine
or habitual, an automatic action having little thought, prayer or contemplation. As a mere matter of habit, we
slowly forget that we give and serve from the heart in praise and thanksgiving for what God has done for us
through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. This is precisely what Satan desires, and, it is not a proper
reflection of a Living Faith. He would have that which is acceptable to the Lord become unacceptable and
our hearts become distant because of it.
And as we deal with the COVID pandemic, have we made new habits, ones that also refuse to reflect a Living Faith? In what state are our prayers? In what state is our worship? In what state is our giving – of time,
of talents, and yes, of wealth? New habits? No habits? Words, thoughts and/or actions having little thought,
prayer or contemplation?
Today, when it comes to our giving and service, each of us should ask ourselves if we have become creatures
of habit rather than creatures of God. Have we based our giving on a quick glance at the church’s bottom line
as shown in Sunday’s bulletin? Have we arbitrarily set a specific amount, with little thought or prayer, and routinely given that amount year in and year out? Have we forgotten our church’s outreach efforts to help those in
need and stopped giving because we have not diligently searched our hearts? Are we ingrained in a new
mindset because of COVID and developed new habits which may not be pleasing to our Lord?
The Psalmist wrote, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me, and know my anxious thoughts. See if
there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” This should be our fervent prayer each
time we open our checkbooks, each time we worship and bring an offering to the Lord in thanksgiving and
praise, each time we do something for our church, and/or each time we do something to help those in need.
You see, an offering and/or service that is holy and acceptable before God can only come from a heart known
by Him, a heart broken from sin, brought into submission and rejoicing in thanksgiving and praise by the power of the Gospel?
Can true Christian giving, true Christian service, be a matter of routine or habit? Not really. Rather, true Christian giving and service can only spring from a Christ-centered heart.
“Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

Living Faith Stewardship Campaign
Applying Biblical Teachings
“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the
Lord; it is holy to the Lord” (Leviticus 27:30).
Tithing and good stewardship seem to be two words that usually go hand in hand. Many churches
consistently coerce, compel and pressure their members to tithe. At one time or another, all of us
have probably been told that tithing is the proper thing to do. Martin Luther wrote, “Since compulsion
is abolished in the New Testament, it is not necessary to tithe. Yet, I say that this sort of arrangement would still be a fine one if we agreed among ourselves to observe it.” In these words, Luther
reflects what the Apostle Paul had written in his letter to the Galatians: “ . . . know that a man is not
justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ
Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing
the law no one will be justified” (Gal. 2:16).
The foundation of Christian stewardship cannot have even a grain of sand in it that is formed from
the Law. To include any facet of the Law within this foundation would be to dilute the Gospel. One is
bound to God, not by obeying the Law, but by faith in Jesus Christ, which is a gift from God.
When active legalism, such as requiring tithing, enters into the stewardship message, it is man’s
voice and thoughts that are heard and not God’s Word. When a message contains, “You must . . . ”
or “You ought to . . . ” it is giving forth words of Law and moral obligation. These appeals are to the
sinful human nature. They play on guilt and on emotions; they appeal to a false sense of duty and to
pride. To respond to appeals which have the Law as their basis is not pleasing in God’s sight, for
these appeals have become detached from the message of the Gospel.
Ask yourself, “What is truly gained by confronting a Christian congregation with a stewardship message that is no more than a set of rules, tithing and laws?” The answer must be, “Nothing!” To do
this is to deny Christian liberty and thus dilute or distract from the Gospel. To dilute or distract from
the Gospel removes Christ as the center for our giving, thus obstructing God’s true stimulation for
giving.

“By the power of the Gospel you will want to . . . ” are words of a stewardship message of Christian
liberty based in God’s grace, love and freedom. These are words of a response showing gratitude
for what Christ has done for us through His life, suffering, death and resurrection. Gratitude and
thankfulness are not the motivation for giving, but they are the response to the
Gospel.
Hymnist Matthias Loy wrote, “The Law of God is good and wise and sets His
will before our eyes.” By the power of the Gospel, in true Christian liberty, we
agree that tithing is good and wise. But by this same power, we go well beyond this as the Apostle Paul writes to the Ephesians: “Be imitators of God,
therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us
and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Eph.
5:1-2). In response to God’s love for us, as imitators of Him, we let love and
faith set the percentage.

Congratulations to
those celebrating
birthdays in October:
1 Betty Dickson
2 Karen Genson
3 Scott Behr
4 Dawne Claus
4 Emersyn Mars
5 Beccie Oltesvig
7 Karen Cowart
10 Sandy Rilett
10 Justin Thurm
11 Lucas Mars
12 Bob Jones
12 Lydia Thurm
14 Reid Eriksen
14 Tammy Hagle
14 Katie Tino

19 Madeline Broe
21 Debbie Cubr
22 Michael Ennis
24 Shawn Trainer
24 Kathy VanGordon
25 Mary Strang
25 Keith Wilson
26 Faye Ambrozy
26 Jerry Ambrozy
26 Stacy Sawdon
27 Ashley Holland
27 Diane York
31 Charlotte Lowe
31 Amelia Thurm

Faith family,
This note of thanks has been long time
coming. Over the last year and a half,
you have been there for us as Virginia
healed from her leg fracture and thinking
of us now that we are going through
COVID. We want to thank our faith family
for all the wonderful thoughts, words,
prayers, phone calls and cards you have
sent our way. We are truly blessed to
have such a wonderful family at Faith
Lutheran Church. As stated in 1 Thessalonians 1:2 “We give thanks to God
always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers”.
May God bless all of you and peace be
with you all!
Virginia and Gwili
McDonnell

Congratulations to
those celebrating
anniversaries in
October:
Michael & Shannon Shaw
Jim & Marlene Steck
Jamie & Andrea Rakestraw
Steve & Debbie Tino
Dean & Arti Ayers
Michael & Janet Kramb
Steve & Joyce Katona
Steve & Bonnie Delor

10-01-2016
10-09-1971
10-10-2002
10-16-1976
10-19-1985
10-21-2006
10-25-1980
10-27-1990

Our Heartfelt Christian
Sympathy to Pastor
Moyer & his family at
the passing of his
grandmother, Gerry
Imhoff, in September. Please keep them
in your prayers as they release Gerry to
the Lord’s care and the beautiful heaven
He has promised.

Church Work Bee
Saturday, October 3rd at 9:00 am
There will be projects to do both
inside and outside.
We hope to have many volunteers to
help spruce up our church
building and outdoor areas before
winter.

FLY will be having a
Flag Football Game
Sunday, October 18th
1:30pm
at the church
The men of Faith will meet again at
Faith on Saturday, October 17 with
devotion at 11:00 and lunch at 11:30.
Please email the church office if you
plan to attend:
office@faithhighland.com

The congregation is welcome to come cheer
us on. We will be doing this instead of our
annual Penny War.

So come in your favorite team colors.
U of M vs MSU
After the game we will have a Trophy for the
winning team and have cider and doughnuts
for everyone.

Come join the fun & fellowship !!!

Our mission is to welcome
and unite God’s people to
nurture faith through the
Gospel, and provide
opportunities and
commitment to serve Christ
through our ministry within
the congregation and the
community.

NOT ONLINE? NOT A PROBLEM!
If you know someone who cannot
access online resources let them
know that on Sunday mornings an
LCMS worship service is broadcast
on the following channels. Check
listings for exact times.
Comcast—channel 399
Direct TV—channel 377
Over-the-air Digital Channel—18.4

(Luke 52 continued)
Because of the rapid growth of the clinic, the addition of the weekly Mobile Antenatal Testing Unit (MATU)
program, and our plans to expand toa second location in Flint between Jan.1 and Easter 2021 we are now in
the process of transitioning from an all-volunteer nursing staff to a partial paid/partial volunteer workforce. We
continue to be thankful for the healthcare worker volunteers that have and continue to make our efforts to
“save babies, change lives, and help churches build community” possible, but with the amount of work necessary on non-clinic days to staff the 24/7 nursing triage line, and to do the pre-clinic preparation and post clinic
follow-up, we are starting to hire nursing staff to meet the need. We hope to hire another nurse (hopefully another Concordia grad) by April 2021.
FLINT-HERE WE COME
At their meeting on September 1st the churches of the Flint Tr-Circuit voted to sponsor the returnable mission
dollars portion of a Start New to Reach New grant/loan to enable the Luke Project 52 Clinic to expand toa
second location at the Franklin Avenue Mission on Flint’s east side. This was a prerequisite for our application to the Michigan District LCMS for such a grant. That request is under review by the District.
MIRACLES DO HAPPEN
Planned Parenthood called us this month to refer a Mom for prenatal care who had decided not to abort! I
chalk this up as a “baby saved” just because we were there.
Again, thank you for your support.
Yours for a lower infant mortality rate in Jesus’ Name,

Rev. Brad Garrison RPh
Executive Director
The Luke Project 52 Clinic

A Fixer-Upper
Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first,
perhaps, you can understand what he is doing. He is getting the drains right and
stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and
so you are not surprised. But presently he starts knocking the house about in a way
that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is he up
to?
The explanation is that he is building quite a different house from the one you
thought of — throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running
up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent little
cottage: but he is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it himself.
―C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

October 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9:00am

4 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation Class &
Adult Bible Study
11:00 Worship

5

6
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

7
9:30am Women’s
Bible Study in
Fellowship Hall

8

9

10

11 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation Class &
Adult Bible Study
11:00 Worship
12:00 Elders

12

13
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

14
9:30am Women’s
Bible Study in
Fellowship Hall

15
7:00pm Voters

16

17
11:00am
Men’s B-m-B

18 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation Class &
Adult Bible Study
11:00 Worship
12:00 BOCE
1:30 FLY Flag
Football Game

19

20
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

21
9:30am Women’s
Bible Study in
Fellowship Hall

22

23

24
3:00pm Pumpkinfest/Trunk-r-Treat

25 Communion
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday
School, Youth
Bible Study, Confirmation Class &
Adult Bible Study
11:00 Worship

26

27
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

28
9:30am Women’s
Bible Study in
Fellowship Hall

29

30

31
Happy Halloween

Faith Lutheran Church
3501 E. Highland Rd.
Highland, MI 48356

Rev. Jonathan Moyer
248-887-5550
E-mail: office@faithhighland.com
Website: faithhighland.com

!!! Mark Your Calendars !!!

Church Pumpkinfest/
Trunk-or-Treat
Saturday, October 24th—3:00pm
There will be food and beverages; everything will be individually
wrapped. There is a sign-up sheet at church.
Come join the fun and fellowship!!!

