
Call to Worship – Announcements – Sharing of the Peace 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 

as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 



Service of the Word 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 

Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we 

may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 

the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this 

proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the 

soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall 

die. . . . 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 

my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person 

turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the 

injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away 

from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall 

save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions 

that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of 



Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not 

just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 

declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity 

be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 

committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, 

O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 

Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 4 

P 1To you, O LORD, 

C I lift up my soul. 

P 2O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 

C let not my enemies exult over me. 

P 3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

C they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

P 4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

C teach me your paths. 

P 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

C for you I wait all the day long. 

P 6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

C for they have been from of old. 

P 7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

C according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your 

goodness, O LORD! 

P 8Good and upright is the LORD; 

C therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

P 9He leads the humble in what is right, 

C and teaches the humble his way. 

P 10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

C for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 



Epistle: Philippians 2:1–18 

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 

the interests of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 

above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 

presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure. 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless 

and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 

twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast 

to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in 

vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 

sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you 

also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

 

 

 



Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:23–27 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you 

doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I 

also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell 

you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it 

come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, 

saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 

him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that 

John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 

them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

653 In Christ There Is No East or West 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002572 



Sermon - Heart Issues Are Hard Issues: "Whom Shall I Love and Whom Shall I Fear 

(Source material provided by Rev. Brian Dupre from Shadow of the Cross Lutheran Church, 

Farmington Hills, MI) 

 

The offerings are collected at the entryway table as you enter or leave. 

 

True and proper giving can only come from a Christ-centered heart. 

 

“. . . The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. 

Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 
 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for 

the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above 

all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 

giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 

risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him 

will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 

on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who 

ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from 

the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 

Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree 

for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through 

Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of 

the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and 

salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 

 



549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

 

 

 
 

5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 

    The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

    On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

854 Forth in The Name, O Lord, I Go (Tune of LSB 883) 

1 Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go, 

    My daily labor to pursue, 

Thee, only Thee, resolved to know 

    In all I think or speak or do. 

 

2 The task Thy wisdom has assigned, 

    O let me cheerfully fulfill; 

In all my works Thy presence find, 

    And prove Thy good and perfect will. 

 

3 Thee may I set at my right hand, 

    Whose eyes my inmost substance see, 

And labor on at Thy command, 

    And offer all my works to Thee. 

 

4 Give me to bear Thine easy yoke, 

    And ev’ry moment watch and pray, 

And still to things eternal look, 

    And hasten to Thy glorious day. 

 

5 For Thee delightfully employ 

    Whate’er Thy bounteous grace has giv’n, 

And run my course with even joy, 

    And closely walk with Thee to heav’n. 
Text: Public domain 
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