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"Lord to whom else can we go? You have the words of eternal life!" (John 6:68)
I think about that question and statement often. Where else can we go?
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Well there's the internet, for one. You can find as many like-minded voices to affirm
whatever position you already hold. Or if it's a fight you're looking for, there are just as
many who will vigorously challenge your long-held convictions. There's the daily news
reports, political punditry, executive orders, legal mandates, medical expertise, social
mores, and just plain-old, so-called common sense.
There is an abundance of other sources to seek. But none can promise and make
good on the offering of eternal life. If any of the above have you feeling down or
overwhelmed, seek solace in your Savior. Listen to his Words of Holy Law that
challenge your preconceived notions of goodness and righteousness. Listen to his
consolation of freedom and redemption that is far greater than anything that can cause
you harm. Listen to his Word of authority that says "Forgive them. It is finished."
My prayer is that we could be as zealous for God's Word as we are in binge-watching
Netflix, or worrying about coronavirus stats or political polls.
We are always being catechized, that is we are always being formed and shaped
according to what we listen to, read, and watch. It's become more difficult to gather
with the saints on earth around Word and Sacrament. It's become more convenient to
forego the convenience of opportunities to participate in worship via video
sources. And your enemy is not going to let it go to waste. He's doing everything
possible to keep you and God's Word apart, to shape and distort and change your
trust and hope and convincing you that somehow you're still doing "fine."
Lord to whom shall we go?
"Holy Father, keep them in your name...sanctify them in the truth. Your Word is
truth." (John 17)
Pastor Moyer

As our congregation grows and strives to fulfill our mission, we invite you to
join one of the four board positions that will be available. The board works
together with Pastor Moyer, the Board of Elders, Trustees, Education, Stewardship,
Outreach and Music. We talk over new ideas, opportunities, facilities, outreach and
ways to move the ministry toward its goals. Below are the descriptions of the board
positions. We encourage each of you to prayerfully consider becoming a board
member. Feel free to join our next meeting on August 20, 2020 at 7:00pm. All our
meetings are open to the congregation. We would love for you to come. For more
information, contact any elder or board member (Mike Stanley, Neil Hornbacher, Tom
Lombardo, Timothy Mars, Bill Kiley, Tom Tesolin, Gary Tino, Guy York, Dean Ayers,
Tom Buckthorpe, Sherry Hanovich and Bill Erfourth).
Congregational President:

The term of office of the Congregational President shall be for one year and the incumbent shall not hold that office for more than three consecutive terms without a
lapse of one year minimum.
The Congregational President shall:
Preside over all meetings of the Voters’ Assembly.
Make decisions according to parliamentary rules.
Hold their vote and have the choice of casting the deciding vote in case the votes
are equally divided.
Decide all questions of order.
Have the responsibility of ensuring that all resolutions are executed by the proper
officers of boards according to the wishes of the Voters’ Assembly.
Be an ex-officio member of all standing boards and committees, with the exception
of the Board of Elders, and shall attend personally or designate the Congregational Vice-President of the congregation to attend meetings of boards and committees whenever necessary and advisable.
Appoint an audit committee as deemed appropriate.
Be a signer of all church accounts and debt instruments.
Be an active member of the Planning Task Force.

Congregational Vice-President:

The term of office for the Congregational Vice-President shall be one year and the incumbent shall not hold that office for more than three consecutive terms without a
lapse of at least one year.
The Congregational Vice President shall:
Perform the duties of the office of the Congregational President in his absence.
Succeed to the office of the Congregational President in the event of a vacancy
and for the remainder of the term.
Preside at all meetings of the Church Council.
Be an ex-officio member of any standing boards and committees as delegated by
the Congregational President and shall attend their meetings.
Be an active member of the Planning Task Force.
Congregational Secretary:
The term of office for the Congregational Secretary shall be one year and he/she shall
not hold that office for more than three consecutive terms without an elapse of
time.
The Congregational Secretary shall:
Keep accurate minutes of the Voters’ Assembly and Church Council meetings for
the permanent records of the congregation.
Retain copies of monthly reports of all church organizations.
Keep a roll of all the voting members of the congregation and all Church Council
members, shall call the roll at meetings of the Voters’ Assembly and Church
Council, and shall keep a record of attendance at such meetings.
Conduct all official correspondence of the Voters’ Assembly and of the Church
Council, as directed.
Keep a master copy of the constitution and record all changes.
Be a signer on all asset accounts of the congregation, as well as any ancillary accounts by other organizations within Faith Lutheran Church.
Be an active member of the Planning Task Force.
Congregational Treasurer:
The term of office of the Congregational Treasurer shall be for two years and he/she
shall not hold that office for more than two consecutive terms.
The Congregational Treasurer shall:
Pay all bills authorized by the Congregation. He/she shall not handle any cash or
checks, but rather direct all such exchanges to go directly to the Board of Trustees for counting, processing, and depositing in the bank.
Keep an accurate record of all receipts and disbursements of the congregation in
books, which shall remain the property of the congregation.
Make available the financial books and records which may be audited by an Audit
Committee appointed by the Congregation President.
Submit a written report to each Voter’s Assembly meeting, regularly scheduled.
Such report shall show actual receipts and disbursements compared with the
budgeted amounts.
Close the books of the Church by January 31st of the following year.

Minutes from Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting
July 16, 2020
In attendance—Dean Ayers, Tom and Chris
Buckthorpe, Sherry Hanovich, Neil and
Laura Hornbacher, Jacque Rhodes, Bill
Kiley, Mike Stanley, Sharon Vogel, Steve
Tino, Kathy VanGordon, Bob Holloway, and
Stan Nelson.
The Voters Assembly was called to order by
President, Dean Ayers at 7:00 p.m. Tom
started the meeting with our Opening
Prayer.
Pastor gave a devotion from John, Chapter
6.
Previous meeting minutes were read by
Sherry Hanovich. Chris motioned to accept
minutes, Jacque seconded and all approved.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor reported he continues to evaluate the best ways to reach all
congregation members.

Board of Education – Laura reported for
the BOE. ~VBS will be held outside in upper
parking lot from July 27-31, 6:30-7:30pm.
The theme is Armor of God. Each family will
be socially distanced. Volunteers are needed to help supervise and hand out popsicles.
Board of Elders – Bill Kiley reported. The
elders discussed the effect of Covid-19 on
our congregation and the importance of
keeping in contact with our parishioners.
Next elder meeting is August 9th after late
service.
Trustees – Steve reported that a contractor
quoted $9,000 for an additional 70’ x 70’
parking area in the upper lot.
Treasurers Report – Bill Kiley presented
the June Treasurers report. Chris motioned
to accept the report, Mike seconded, and all
approved.

Stephen Ministry – Mike Stanley reported
for Guy. They meet every other week.
Training is on hold.
Old Business – Dean requested Pastors
thoughts on exit strategy from producing on
-line services. We discussed the decline of
views and whether to continue offering
them. It was decided to continue production of videos as we survey congregants
wants and needs. ~ Discussion took place
whether we should continue requiring
masks. It was decided that we will continue. ~We also discussed the four board
members that will be stepping down in
December and how to recruit people into
these positions. Announcements will be
placed in the bulletin and newsletter.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. by
Dean. Tom closed the meeting with our
closing prayer and the Lord’s Prayer.
NEXT MEETING: AUGUST 20, 2020 at
7:00, outside church.
Respectively submitted,
Sherry Hanovich, Recording Secretary

Our mission is to welcome
and unite God’s people to
nurture faith through the
Gospel, and provide
opportunities and
commitment to serve
Christ through our ministry
within the congregation
and the community.

This is what would have been shared at church in July by the Elder speaker.
We thought you would enjoy reading it.
When we hear names like Moses, Abraham, Job, David, and Solomon, we expect to hear of great
deeds and undertakings. And from our perspective, God had given them much. By His work, from
them much should have been expected.
But what is our expectation when we hear of some nameless early Christians in Macedonia? They
were poor, dirt poor, poor as church mice. They were weary from persecution by unbelievers around
them. These people were in a situation where our expectation would be to find them requesting help
from those whom God had blessed with much. But this was not the case.
The Apostle Paul wrote regarding the collection for the suffering Christians in Jerusalem,
And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian
churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled
up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond
their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in
this service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first
to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will.
How was it that the Christians in Macedonia who were in such extreme poverty, suffering persecution, could give so generously, so willingly, and so eagerly? It was because of the grace of God. By
the power of the Gospel, the Macedonian Christians had first given themselves to the Lord; then, because of their giving, they did the will of God as He directed. As a result, in their offering for the
Christians in Jerusalem, they gave as much as they were able — and more.
And now we can ask ourselves, despite what our situation was and may continue to be during the
COVID crises, how did we respond? Did we demonstrate a Living Faith by sharing with others –
not just money, but time and help? Did we call someone just to check in and say hello? Did we prepare and deliver a meal to a neighbor who might not be able to get out or is too afraid to venture out?
What did we do as Christians having a Living Faith?
True giving does not begin with the movement of the hand to the purse or wallet or the food pantry or
at the moment it is convenient for us. Rather, it begins in the heart. It begins in a heart that has been
changed by Holy Baptism. It begins in a heart in which the Holy Spirit is working in Word and Sacrament. It begins in a heart that is relinquished to, and filled with, God’s love. It begins in a heart that
has a Living Faith.
The crowning point of the Macedonians’ generosity was that by the grace of God, their hearts were
unconditionally surrendered to His love. And in this love, they were faithful servants, putting all that
they had at His disposal, and living a Living Faith.
It is this grace, God’s grace, that every Christian should pursue and fervently pray for. Each time before we pray for an abundance of God’s grace, we may want to meditate on the blessings we have
and the blessings we share – living a “Living Faith.”

Living Faith Stewardship Campaign
Applying Biblical Teachings
“He said to them, ‘You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your
hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight’” (Luke 16:15).
These words, spoken by Jesus to the Pharisees, were stinging, for they revealed the Pharisees for
what they really were. Jesus saw beyond their thin wrapper of self-righteousness and pointed out all
their flaws and their sinful covetous hearts which were full of corruption.
These same words which were spoken to the Pharisees also stand as a warning to us today as
Satan often tempts us to put on self-made robes of pious self-righteousness. To the sinful nature,
this is most alluring as Satan provides the perception of great comfort and consolation to a guilty
conscience as we seek the approval of our actions from those around us.
Yet, the heart is full of corruption. For example, we may talk a lot about reading the Scriptures, when
in reality, God’s Word is seldom picked up except for the occasional times the coffee table needs
dusting. We might convey the impression to others of the importance of prayer, when all the while,
prayer is only the last resort in times of crisis. We might even talk about how essential it is to be a
positive encouragement to others in God’s family, even volunteering to teach and help others. In
reality, though, our inner attitudes are negative and result in the bearing of gossip and bad news.
When it comes to our giving, these same words of warning apply. It is tempting to use our giving to
gain the favor of those around us. It is tempting to talk about good stewardship, only to have all pretense of proportionate giving stripped away when the checkbook is tallied for charitable contributions
at tax time.
God knows our hearts! He knows if we have put on self-made robes of self-righteous deceit or if
through the power of Water and the Word, our hearts have been made clean and we wear the robes
of Christ’s righteousness.
The Apostle Paul understood the harm and damage self-righteousness can do to our faith and the
faith of those around us when he wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:12, “Now this is our boast: Our conscience
testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, in
the holiness and sincerity that are from God. We have done so not according to worldly wisdom but
according to God’s grace.”
Paul boasts, not of himself, but of the power of the Gospel over his life and of
God’s power over sin, death and the devil. Paul was not playing “let’s pretend”
as he preached and taught. Rather, by the power of the Gospel, he conducted
himself in all aspects of his life — including his preaching and teaching — in
God’s holiness and sincerity by God’s grace.
When Satan tempts us to put on robes of self-righteousness with our study of
God’s Word, in our prayer life, with our abilities, and, yes, with our checkbooks, remember, by the power of the Gospel, with a pure and contrite heart
created by God, we conduct ourselves in all aspects of our lives, robed in
God’s holiness and sincerity by God’s grace.

Congratulations to
those celebrating
birthdays in August:
1 Larry Adler
1 Hunter Mars
5 Sheri Labatsky
8 Andrew Thurm
9 Thomas Ennis
9 Pam Pierce
12 Hailey Eriksen
13 Jim Gilson
13 Jarrett Kirchner
14 Jan Adler

Congratulations to
those celebrating
anniversaries in
August:

15 Avalynn Reich
18 Christian Eriksen
19 Amanda Ennis
19 Joe Hadley
19 Alise Stewart
20 Steve Hargis
22 Pauline Baker
22 Donna Goers
25 Shannon Shaw
26 Deana VanCura

Dean & Jacque Rhodes
Sean & Beccie Oltesvig
Brandon & Stacy Sawdon
Brandon & Heather Genson
Terry & Dawne Claus
Bob & Sue Holloway
Guy & Diane York
Dave & Sherry Hanovich

8-02-1980
8-05-2011
8-07-2010
8-11-2007
8-12-2006
8-16-1968
8-18-2001
8-21-1982

God’s Blessings to
Bob & Sue Holloway
Bob & Sue Holloway have sold their home and have left for their
new home in Florida. We will sure miss you both, but we know
God has wonderful plans for you. Thank you for your faithful
service to Faith and to our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Have a safe trip down to Florida and we look forward to seeing
you again when you come up to visit. God bless you both.
Love & Hugs,
Your Faith Family ♥

God Amid Pandemic
Last spring, life changed as we became familiar with terms such as social distancing, flattening the
curve and self-quarantining. We could hardly believe the closed schools, businesses and especially
churches — just as Holy Week and Easter drew near! The coronavirus ran rampant in the world.
Where was God?
But as the spread continued, many civic leaders stepped up, calmly
informing us of the facts, of actions being taken to mitigate the crisis
and of how we could help. Healthcare professionals risked their lives
and endured separation from families; teachers drew on astounding
stores of creativity to teach online; pastors delivered sermons and
lessons to empty sanctuaries as members listened and prayed while
living in lockdown. Surely God was present — through them!
Then I remembered how God assures us through Isaiah, “Fear not!
When you pass through the waters, the fires, yes, even the pandemics of this world, I will be with you” (43:1-2, paraphrased). And Jesus
echoes, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).
—Sandy Hyland

Carolyn Wilson has moved closer to family
in Muskegon. We sure will miss her. If you
would like to keep in contact, here is her
address:

NOT ONLINE? NOT A PROBLEM!
If you know someone who cannot
access online resources let them
know that on Sunday mornings an
LCMS worship service is broadcast
on the following channels. Check
listings for exact times.
Comcast—channel 399
Direct TV—channel 377
Over-the-air Digital Channel—18.4

The men of Faith will meet
again outside at Faith on
Saturday, August 15 with
devotion at 11:00 and
lunch at 11:30. Please
email the church office if
you plan to attend:
office@faithhighland.com

Carolyn Wilson
835 Lyncott St.
N. Muskegon, MI 49445

The Outreach Committee will be meeting August
22nd at the church from 8:30 - 9:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall. If you are interested in learning
more about this committee and would like to join
us, please do! You can call Bonnie DeLor in
advance with any questions (248-568-1942). Our
main focus will be looking at how we can reach out
and support our Faith Family members faced with
challenges during the pandemic. The members will
be adhering to social distancing as well as mask
requirements. Please join us if the Outreach
Mission is something that you would like to be a
part of.

Know Your Target
Businesses must know their target market. Writers must know their target audience. And we all
make better decisions when we consider the target of our actions.

A college religion teacher set up a cardboard target in his classroom. “Draw someone who has
upset you,” he instructed. Students sketched ex-boyfriends or -girlfriends, coworkers who’d
mistreated them, childhood bullies. Each, in turn, then placed their drawing over the bull’s-eye
and took aim with a bow and arrow. Afterward, the bull’s-eye was riddled with holes. The students
congratulated one another … until the teacher pulled back the target, revealing Jesus’ scarred,
torn face.
Silence fell as he read: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to
me” (Matthew 25:40, NRSV).
In choosing actions — no matter the human target — remember who else will be struck by your
arrows. Let’s take aim with love, not hurt.

VBS was Fantastic—Thank you to all those who
made it happen, to all the children and their families
who came and for all the prayers. We had so much
fun!!! Look for an article and more pictures in the
September newsletter. ☺

Faith Lutheran continues to be a financial supporter for the great work being
done at the Luke 52 Project. Please take a look at the amazing work being
done by this organization:

Pastor Tyler baptizes one of our babies at Family of God.

No-show rate when we referred to hospital reduced from
50% to 3.9% by MATU!

Luke stands in the gap during COVID-19
The Detroit Health Department closed down all of it's community outreach teams (including our immunization
station) and many clinics stopped seeing patients at the height of the pandemic scare. Churches closed for in
-person worship. Restaurants shut down. But at-risk Moms continued to need care and babies still needed
saving, so the staff at The Luke Project pressed on.
Ezekiel 22:29-30a says "The people of the land...oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the alien, denying
them justice. I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on
behalf of the land."
In this passage, no one was found who would do this. The women of The Luke Project 52 Clinic staff chose
to stand in the gap during this pandemic for our Moms and babies. Thank you to the doctors and midwives
and nurses and office staff who made sure that our Moms and babies received the care they needed during
this difficult time. They are my heroes!

This is Michigan video team coming to Luke

At Clinic on July 16th, at the Mobile Antenatal Testing Unit on
July 27th, and at the Luke offices on July 28th, This Is Michigan's video team will be documenting the work of The Luke
Project and our growing partnership with U of M for their website. We are grateful for the ongoing partnerships we have with
the U of M Department of Family Medicine and the School of
Midwifery—the many volunteers who come from the University
help make our efforts to "save babies, change lives, and build
community" possible.
Your gift of $14 a month makes it possible for us to do all the above for a Mom in need. Consider donating
regularly through our PayPal button at thelukeproject52clinic.org or by sending a check to our offices made
out to:
The Luke Clinic
8384 Riverwalk, Fenton, MI 48430.
Again, thank you for your support.
Yours for a lower infant mortality rate in Jesus’ Name,

Rev. Brad Garrison RPh
Executive Director
The Luke Project 52 Clinic

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2 Communion
8:30 Worship
11:00 Worship

3
4
Stephen Ministry 12:00pm AA
Meeting off site 8:00pm AA &
ALANON

9 Communion
8:30 Worship
11:00 Worship
12:00 Elder’s

10

5

6

7

8

11
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

12

13

14

15
11:00am Men’s

16 Communion
8:30 Worship
11:00 Worship
12:00 Board of
Education

17
18
Stephen Ministry 12:00pm AA
Meeting off site 8:00pm AA &
ALANON

19

20
7:00pm Voters

21

22
8:30am Outreach
Meeting in
Fellowship Hall

23 Communion
8:30 Worship
11:00 Worship

24

25
12:00pm AA
8:00pm AA &
ALANON

26

27

28

29

30 Communion
8:30 Worship
11:00 Worship

31
Stephen Ministry
Meeting off site

B-n-B
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Rev. Jonathan Moyer
248-887-5550
E-mail: office@faithhighland.com
Website: faithhighland.com

Outdoor Family Game Nite
was enjoyed by all !!!

