
                    Their Finest Hour 
 

In 1940, at the dawn of the Battle of Britain, Winston Churchill gave a speech 
intended to increase the resolve and fortitude of a nation facing an expected 
German invasion.  The speech is probably remembered best for this line: “Let 
us therefore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves, that if the 
British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still 
say, ‘This was their finest hour.’” 

Having just observed Memorial Day, we remember the many who were called to sacrifice in 
the moment of their finest hour.  We solemnly reflect with thanksgiving those who dutifully 
rendered their lives in the service of others.  And we pray the Lord’s mercy and consolation for 
those who grieve and mourn. 

Do you notice how the potential for one’s finest hour doesn’t really occur during moments of 
stability and order?  The finest hour is never performed when things are going according to 
plan, when all has fallen in to place and the participants are sure it will be an easy thing to 
accomplish.  No, it’s usually spoken of when things are difficult and uncertain and almost 
always after the fact. 

Not that we could dare to judge the activity of almighty God (though let’s face it, we certainly 
try), His stand out finest hour to me is the cross.  There when things looked bleakest, when 
the promised savior was being defeated, when nothing seemed to be according to plan or very 
easy at all…there in that moment was conducted nothing less than complete and total victory 
over all death and evil.  There was laid the foundation for the hope that springs eternal, the 
peace that passes all understanding, the forgiveness of every vile sin of hate and indifference, 
and the life of the world to come. 

Built on that very foundation, I wonder: could this be the Church’s finest hour?  It’s certainly 
difficult, and confusing, and fraught with opinion and misinformation.  All other crises seem to 
bring people together, and this one has literally forced us apart.  When so much of our own 
lives is marked by disruption, uncertainty, doubt, and fear, yet we still possess the Gospel.  
We have a hope, when so many others only see despair.  We cling ever firmer to the very 
thing, the only thing that can see us through suffering and death and into new life.  For “he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead” (1 Peter 1:3) 

The people of Britain had to prepare for their finest hour.  They couldn’t just sit around and 
wait for it to happen.  I would contend it’s the same for the Christian.  Your time in Sunday 
School, confirmation instruction, in Bible Study, listening to sermons, singing hymns, in prayer, 
whenever you permitted the Lord to strengthen you with his Word and the Means of Grace: 
they were all intended to prepare and equip you for your finest hour giving a defense for the 
hope that is in you (1 Peter 3:15).  Be it now during humanity’s collective struggle and 
challenge, or ultimately when you face your own time of death. It will be spent trusting and 
believing that your good and gracious Lord has done absolutely everything necessary to 
preserve you from all evil and bring you safely home. 

May our finest hour be marked by receiving His grace through faith, from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has prepared good works for us to do; not for our glory, but for his, and that we be 
boldly equipped to share what is truly essential, the Word of Life and Truth, with those who 
truly need it. 

Pastor Moyer 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes…” (Romans 1:16) 
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This is what would have been shared at church in May by the Elder speaker.  

We thought you would enjoy reading it. 

 

 

 

Oh, how unfortunately appropriate.  With COVID 19, we have an opportunity to really show the 
world, and each other, the meaning of a Living Faith. 

 

“Freely you have received, freely give.” By the grace of God, we have been given much! When we 
were suffering in want and hopelessness before God, God freely gave us salvation through payment 
of His Son for our sins. Jesus, God’s only Son, freely gave Himself as a sacrifice to meet this pay-
ment. Too, in Word and Sacrament, the Holy Spirit freely comes to all. We have been given the   
holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins and the resurrection 
of our bodies into life everlasting with Him. Yes, freely we have received. We have been given 
much and entrusted with much without any goodness or worthiness on our part. 

 

Many around us suffer in want and need, especially now with the pandemic, just as we suffered be-
fore God intervened in our lives. They have need of that which God has given us. As God has freely 
helped us through Jesus Christ, we, in Christ, devote ourselves to helping those around us. We 
share the good news of the Gospel message. And by the power of this Gospel, we who have been 
entrusted with much freely give. 

 

Rushing water, like this COVID19, has the potential to overwhelm almost anything that stands in its 
path.  Yet there’s something that’s indestructible in the face of a flood or other forces, like COVID19, 
that might threaten to destroy – it is love.  “Many waters cannot quench love; rivers can not sweep it 
away” (Song of Solomon 8:7).  COVID19 cannot infect a healthy love.  Love’s persistent strength and 
intensity is often shown in romantic relationships, but it’s only fully expressed in the love God has for 
people, and the love we show for others. 

 

When the things we consider to be sturdy and dependable are swept away or infected, our disap-
pointment can open the door to a new understanding of God’s love for us.  Whatever we face, we 
face with Him beside us – holding us up, helping us along, and reminding us that we’re loved.  We 
need to share that love.  Perhaps today, you can reach out and touch someone with a call and mes-
sage of God’s love, His comfort, peace and joy.  Live a Living Faith. 

 

In Christian liberty here at Faith Lutheran Church, we have chosen many different methods of pro-
claiming the Gospel message, of sharing the message, and blessings, of God’s love for us.  Because 
of God’s grace extended to us, we rejoice in the proclamation of the Gospel and support this out-
reach for the benefit of all. Because God has freely given to us and because of His work in our 
hearts, we freely give. In loving service and without expectation of gain, we give money, we use our 
abilities and we volunteer our time to freely share the Gospel message for the benefit of those 
around us and to the glory of God, as well as to help provide comfort for those lacking physical      
resources like food and clothing. “Freely you have received; freely give.” 



Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 

Applying Biblical Teachings 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

 

In this one sentence, Jesus’ words frame the entire Gospel. As literature, these words 
are unequaled. As substance, they are beyond all human understanding. 

 

If these words said that God loved His Son, we could understand that, for His Son was 
obedient unto Him, even unto death. If these words said that God loved the heavenly 
angels, we could understand that, for they serve Him day and night. But these words are 
spoken to God’s enemies, to humanity, to us. This is beyond our comprehension. 

 

Think about it: God so loved the world, a world that does not thank or praise Him, but disobeys, despises, re-
jects and reviles Him and His Word, that He gave His only Son unto death to save the world. Out of His love, 
a love beyond our understanding, without any goodness or worthiness in us, the Father gave and continues 
to give. It is this love which St. Paul describes in Romans 8:32, “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all — how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”  

 

The Son so loved the Father that in obedience at Gethsemane, He prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for 
this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done” (Matt. 26:42). Then out of love that surpass-
es all human understanding, He joyously and gladly shouldered all the sins of the world on Himself and laid 
down His life on the cross as payment for them. 

 

Only in faith, that which is the working of the Holy Spirit through water and the Word, can this unexplainable 
giving in love be looked upon without being considered foolishness. To lovingly give abundantly over and over 
to a weak, poor, wretched enemy who constantly is attacking and provoking an overwhelming destructive re-
sponse is foolishness. But not to God. 

 

To a watching world, Christian giving in love is also foolishness and not understood. Each time the offering 
plate is passed and Christians give out of love, the world sees this as foolish, misguided and downright      
stupid. The world’s response echoes Paul’s words to the church at Corinth: “The man without the Spirit does 
not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, because they are spirit-
ually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 

 

By the power of the Gospel, we give this resounding reply to the world: We believe, without full understand-
ing, that “ . . . God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.” And because God first loved us and gave, we love Him. In response to His 
love, we gladly give as we have been given. 

 

 
Our mission is to welcome 
and unite God’s people to 
nurture faith through the 
Gospel, and provide        
opportunities and                              
commitment to serve 
Christ through our ministry 
within the congregation 
and the community. 



 

MEALTRAIN FOR THE BURGER FAMILY 
 
Amanda has re-started treat-
ment Monday through Friday 
and Kevin is back to work. 
During this time, we want to 
reduce the stress on the fam-
ily and meals are such a 
blessing. You can sign up at:    

                                                                  

https://mealtrain.com/8g0468   
 
Thank you for considering to help. 
 
We suggest texting when dropping off the meal 
so that you can leave it on the porch and it will 
be brought in immediately. We want to reduce 
the risk of infection to the family, so we will do 
our best to provide good nutritional meals and 
no-touch delivery.   
 
Please feel free to include activities for the 
kids, cards, or notes of encouragement for the 
family.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT ONLINE?  NOT A PROBLEM!     
If you know someone who cannot         
access online resources let them know 
that on Sunday Mornings an LCMS  
worship service is broadcast on the    
following channels. Check listings for 
exact times.  
 

Comcast—channel 399 

Direct TV—channel 377 

Over-the-air Digital Channel—18.4 

Happy 
 

Father’s 
 

Day 
 

 

 

June 21 

https://mealtrain.com/8g0468


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to those celebrating          
birthdays in June: 

 
  1 Brooke Prater  17 Abigail Reich 

  1 Claire Tesolin  18 Ashton Egan 

  4 Bill Erfourth  18 David Krusinski 

  7 Kathy Lemke  18 Brooke Scrivo 

  7 Declan McMurran  19 Darcy Reich 

  9 Mickey Detrick  19 Alaina Thurm 

  9 Michael Shaw, Jr.  19 Ilene Yanke 

  9 Elliott Smith  22 Kiley Genson 

10 Judy Kiley   22 Brendon Rickle 

11 Janet Kramb  27 Leah Russell 

13 Nancy Lauer  28 Dan Brown 

14 Tom Heger   29 Steve Foradori 

16 Shawn Jones  29 Austin Swackhamer 

17 Janet Hannewald 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to those celebrating  
anniversaries in June: 

  

 
Chuck & Mary Jo Behr  6-14-1958 
Bill & Joan Black   6-15-1968 
Bryan & Tracie Smith  6-16-2001 
Dane & Deana VanCura  6-16-2018 
Gregg & Sherri Steigerwalt  6-25-1988 
Kyle & Shawn Jones  6-30-2007 

 

On Sunday, May 24, Evelyn 
Mae Bruursema was baptized at 
Faith Lutheran Church. Evelyn 
is the daughter of Benjamin & 
Stacey (Wilson). Her godparents 

are Matthew Wilson and Stephanie                       
Richardson. Proud grandparents are Keith & 
Diane Wilson. Blessings on this new little lamb 
of Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!!! Congrats to all our Graduates !!!  
May you continue to hold the Lord close as you venture out into the world.                     

God bless each of you with HIS love and care! 

Max Lay is graduating from Linden 
High School and his future plans are 
trying out his hand in the family 
business with dad for the summer 
and attending Mott Community    
College in the fall-contemplating a 
business degree.   



 

 

 

We received an email from Pastor Brad Garrison at Luke 52 that we wanted to 
share with our Faith Family: 

 
Dear Team and Supporters and all the Pastors and Mothers I Know: 
  
I received the following messenger text recently: 
  
May 3 at 4:45 PM 
Were you by chance a vicar in a Country Club Hills LCMS church around 1983ish? 
  
May 9 at 5:36 PM (you can see how slow I am in Messenger) 
I was. 
  
May 9 at 8:54 PM 
I don't expect you to remember me.  You used to pick me up and give me a ride to Confirmation 
class that year.  I just wanted to let you know how much God used you, how much of an impact you 
had on that little girl.  I was the new kid there and didn't fit in, having moved from a rural dairy farm in 
Wisconsin to Milwaukee to Chicago suburb to Chicago suburb all within 3 years.  I was a new kid 
who had not felt very welcomed anywhere, but especially at church, during those years of constant 
transition.  You were one of the first people in church who made me feel as if you cared.  The next 
year I was confirmed and left the church with no intent of ever going back to that "bunch of hypo-
crites".  It was 5 years before I stepped foot in a church again and that was to get married and then 
we promptly stopped going again...until I was pregnant with my first daughter.  It was the memory of 
that vicar and the truths he taught in Confirmation class that one year, that encouraged me to give 
church a try again.  When my daughter was born, I wanted her baptized as soon as possible and 
have been going to church ever since.  The fact that I remembered your name speaks volumes (to 
me) as I can't remember the names of the pastors or the churches we went to during those three 
years.  I believe God uses people to show his face and you were one of those people.  Because of 
the effect you had on me...my daughter and subsequent 4 other children have all been baptized and 
raised in the Word, and now my three grandbabies are being taken to church as well.  My husband 
went through adult confirmation class a couple of years after my daughter was born and joined the 
church.  For close to 20 years, out of all my siblings, I was the only one to go to church.  After years 
of praying for them and talking to them about God every chance I got, they are all studying God's 
Word and looking for a church.  Their children and grandchildren are being affected and asking 
questions about God.  My husband was in the Navy, and everywhere we have been stationed 
around the world, we have friends who started attending church because we invited them.  The     
rippling effect of the impact you had on just one child.  I'm sure there were more than just myself 
over the years that you did that for.  I just wanted to let you know.  I pray that God richly blesses you 
for that kindness you showed that little girl all those years ago. 
  
May 10 8:27 AM 
Thank you.  Your message made my day.  It sounds like God has used you greatly and your ripple 
effect is ongoing. 
  
End                                                                                                                  (continued on next page) 
  



(continued from previous page) 
 
I share this with you for one reason.  Sometimes, you Mom's, my health care team mates, my fellow 
pastors, and Luke Clinic supporters, we don't know the impact we have on lives by the way we care 
for others in Jesus' Name. I was privileged today to receive this and want each of you to know that 
you also are having a ripple impact in life! 
  
Thank you 
  
Brad 

More Outreach News 

The Outreach Committee continues to be active despite our virtual environment.  As many of you 
know we had planned to have 2 service events for this spring, both were donation drives.  The plan 
was to fill a shelf with Mac-n-Cheese for Community Sharing for the month of April.  Additionally we 
were planning our annual Diaper Drive between Mothers Day and Fathers Day for Cross Roads 
Pregnancy Center.  Given we are unable to be together to do collections for the events, our team 
decided to still provide support to these organizations through monetary donations.  We have       
already received notes of thanks from these organizations.  As you can imagine the need is great 
and we didn't feel we could wait to be of some assistance. We continue to stand ready and able to 
help our congregation family. If you know of any need that we can assist with, please reach out 
through a committee member or the church office.  

Be safe and Be Well - Your Faith Family and Community Outreach Committee 

FLOOD BUCKETS AND HYGIENE KITS NEEDED 

 
The District's Lutheran Early Response Teams (LERT) are asking congrega-
tions/ministries to consider organizing a Flood Bucket or Hygiene Kit project 
for your families to either do at home or gather materials for assembling them 
when we are able to gather together in smaller groups. We have several      
organizations in our state that are in need of buckets/kits. We have volunteers 
who are able to pick up assembled buckets/kits the third week in June .    
Go to travis.grulke@michigandistrict.org or bscollins27@gmail.com with ques-
tions and to get a list of items needed. 

A WORD OF CAUTION 
 
With much of our lives being carried out online, scammers are using this moment to increase their 
efforts and pose as charities or even people from your contact lists.  Some of Faith's members have 
already reported suspicious activity.  Please be vigilant especially when responding to unsolicited 
texts, emails, and phone calls.  Don't share personal information, especially if being pressured to do 
so and always verify the authenticity of an organization before conducting any transaction.  The 
FCC has more information on protecting yourself from fraud. 

https://www.fcc.gov/covid-scams


 

Greetings Faith Family, 
 
During this Stay Safe—Stay Home time we all have learned to accli-
mate and try new things. Our Youth finished up a fun Zoom Bible study 
in May and I am so grateful our Youth are patient with this tech chal-
lenged youth leader.  
 
I have had a few inquiries about the youth collecting returnables since 
they are piling up.  We are thankful and happy for the great idea.  Once 
the Stay Safe—Stay Home order is lifted and grocery stores allow re-
turns, we will schedule a day/days to collect them.  We do not have any-
where at church to house the cans/bottles. That is why we will be 
scheduling a pick up day once the order has been lifted.   
 
Thank you so much for your continued support as always. 
 
Your FLY Youth  
 



 



Stephen Ministry and COVID  
 

When COVID came calling and our church suspended gathering for not only worship but all group 
activities, the Faith Stephen Ministry program was affected.  While Stay-at-Home Executive Orders 
did not explicitly dictate a required suspension of one-on-one meetings between Stephen Ministers 
and Care Receivers, for the sake of mutual care and concern for one another, we put those meet-
ings on hold for the time being.  Contact continued by phone, but that is just not the same.  No hugs 
to give.  No hands to hold.  Comfort over the telephone, or by Zoom just isn’t the same. 

 

The Monday after Easter our Faith Stephen Ministry program was to commence its next round of 
SM Training.  The brakes got applied.  Like everything else in our lives, the Big Pause Button got 
pushed.  We all know a restart is inevitable, but when? 

 

To quote Kenneth Haugk, Founder and Executive Director of Stephen Ministries, “People every-
where are experiencing all kinds of losses – their health and well-being, loved ones passing away, 
financial struggles and layoffs, limited contact with friends and family”.  He continues, “there’s proba-
bly never been a crisis in our lifetime that’s affected the emotional and spiritual well-being of so 
many people at once.  Stephen Ministry is needed now more than ever”. 

  

We can be thankful - re-opening is beginning, one step at a time.  The pause button has been re-
leased for re-opening, but in careful and cautious slow motion.  The practice of one-to-one Stephen 
Minister visits is beginning, cautiously.  Soon we will be able to meet again as a group and begin 
training the Stephen Minster Class of 2020, Lord willing.   

 

Lord protect us.  Help us to love one another that we do nothing to hurt nor harm our family, friends 
and neighbors, but rather protect them, love and cherish them.  Glory be to God. 
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