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I’ve struggled to find something to say here. Incredibly, it’s been one
month since the last newsletter, when things looked much the same as
they do today. We’re still at home. Still yearning for the day when we
can resume normalcy, or at least as close as we can get to it in this
new world of ours.
It’s easy to fall prey to the doldrums when everyday looks exactly like
the last. When there’s nothing for which to plan, life takes on a quality
of aimlessness. And yet other aspects race beyond our control. The
information changes on a daily basis. We try to make sense of if and why and all the
myriad questions concerning our future. And when our mind finally gives up trying to
fill in the gaps we end the day exhausted, even when it looks like we haven’t done
much of anything at all.
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So that we don’t find ourselves drifting into
despair, we keep the routine of living. Which
means we keep the routine of faith. Try to
remember that routine doesn’t have to mean
worn and boring. It can also mean familiar
and comforting. A routine doesn’t necessarily
mean we are stuck. It means we know what
needs to be done.
I saw the following online, (because we find and do everything online now don’t we?)
and it gave me a good reminder that the routine things of God are exactly what we
need. It’s just the delivery method that we might question. As if preparing for a
prologue to Job:

Satan: Let me strike them with plague and fear and death. They deserve it.
God: Go for it. Meanwhile, I’ve arranged for my Word to take over their social medias,
given them times of solace to reconnect with their family and reconnect their family to
my Word, filling them with the bread of life that they might live forever and ever;
teaching them to ACHE for the Eucharist; and showing them the vanity of all earthly
things and the one thing needful which only I can provide. Good idea. (HT: Rev. Will
Weedon)
Or put another way: And we know that for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) If
the hearing of God’s Word is a regular routine in your house, maybe more than before,
then I would say God is working something together for good. It’s not the good that
we would look for, or in a way that makes sense to us. But it’s according to his
purposes. The pandemic and its response are accomplishing God’s purpose. I
certainly don’t know what that is. But he’s God, and we aren’t called to be anything
more than his created and forgiven people who love and trust in him above all things,
and compelled by that trust fearlessly love and serve our neighbors.
Maybe that’s the lesson. -Pastor Moyer

May 1, 2020
Dear Faith Family,
We want to update you on what’s happening at Faith in light of the coronavirus (COVID 19) outbreak. Like you, we’ve been following this evolving story with great concern.
Your church council and the Pastor have reached out to local city officials and spoken
with a number of other pastors in the area, as well as with our District office to gain perspective on how to respond to this crisis.
At this time, officials from our church body and government recommend
the cancellation of public events including church services. Pastor Moyer
has graciously and with determination found a way to bring our services
to you. Hopefully, you are using his services to feed your soul and those
of your family. We know he isn’t totally comfortable with this approach,
but the church council commends him on being our guiding shepherd
and doing a great job crafting and presenting these services.
During this time, we are committed to:
•
•

Keeping our facility clean -- we have sanitized highly touched surfaces and cleaned areas like
the refrigerator which may not be used for weeks.
Our staff and volunteers are sanitizing their hands upon entering and leaving the church
building -- we provide hand sanitizer stations in a couple of places for anyone to use.

During this time, we are asking you to help stop the spread of the virus in the following
ways:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stay at home, especially when you or a family member are sick.
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to
the bathroom, before eating and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
Cover your sneeze or cough with a tissue or your arm.
Get in the habit of NOT touching your face so often.
If you or someone you know tests positive for COVID-19, please let us know so we can find a
way to help.
And we know that many people are impacted financially. If you find yourself in a financial
strait, or know someone who is, please notify our Outreach Ministry or your Elder so we can
determine how best to help. We don’t want to hear that any member might lose a home, their
car, or have utilities shut off. Also, we need to be particularly concerned if members are forgoing medicine during the financial impact.

Also, during this time, we are:
•
•
•
•

Continuing to pay our staff.
Keeping current on any bills including utilities and insurances.
Processing any offerings that come in by mail, once or twice a week.
And, we’re tracking Faith’s financial situation ensuring we make good decisions for the long
term.

Ways you can help:
Pray – Pray for those impacted by the virus, as well as their families and loved
ones and caregivers.
Give – Not only to Faith through your offerings, but look around, do your neighbors
or someone else you know or see need help? Our Living Faith asks us to share
God’s bounties with those in need.
Serve – We’ve been praying and thinking about ways we can be together for our
neighbors in the midst of this outbreak. There might be opportunities for using the
talents and time God has blessed each of us with – demonstrating our Living Faith
in action.
While we cannot control the virus, the spread or the impact it has in our church,
we’re doing everything we can to make our ministries continue. We appreciate your
cooperation and commitment to help us do just that. W e must also remember that
God has not called us to live in fear, but in faith. As the apostle, Paul wrote in 2
Timothy 1:7, “For the Spirit of God does not make us timid, but gives us power,
love, and self-discipline.” Our prayer is that God will fill all of us with these three
gifts, no matter what comes our way.

God’s blessings of comfort, peace and joy,
Your Church Council

This is what would have been shared at church in April by the Elder speaker.
We thought you would enjoy reading it.
•
•
•

•

An athlete who is as strong as an ox and can run like the wind but has difficulty holding on to a
football should not expect to have a place reserved for him in the Hall of Fame.
A golfer who can drive the ball a country mile but has no short game should not have any expectation of ever wearing the green Master’s jacket.
A bowler who has a good strike ball but cannot pick up spares will never receive an invitation to
the Tournament of Champions.
To truly stand out as one who is great in a sport, an athlete must excel in all aspects of that sport.

And so, it is with Christian living, with having a Living Faith.
To truly stand out as a light unto the world, a Christian must excel in all aspects of Christian living.
The Apostle Paul addressed this in his second letter to the Corinthians with these words: “... just as
you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love
for us — see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”
St. Paul raises a legitimate question: If you excel in so many aspects of your Christian life, how then
can you choose to neglect one specific area, the grace of giving?
He answers this question in the verses which follow: “I am not commanding you, but I want to test
the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you
through his poverty might become rich. And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. Now finish the
work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to
your means.”
With Christ’s love residing in our hearts, this grace of giving, doing that which benefits those around
us to the glory of God, is a mark of the fruit of the work of the Holy Spirit in us. It is a demonstration
of the love we have toward Christ, the one who first loved us.
Many are inspired by Tim McGraw’s song “Live Like You Were Dying.” In it, he describes exciting
“bucket list” things a man did after receiving bad news about his health. He also chose to love and
forgive people more freely, speaking to them more tenderly.
One of his points is that time is limited and that we shouldn’t put things off because one day, we’ll run
out of tomorrows. This encouragement is particularly urgent for believers in Christ, but with one
difference. We will never run out of tomorrows and Jesus provides for everlasting life. So, with a
living faith exemplified by giving of time, talents, and treasures, we don’t live as if we are dying, but
rather, we live like Jesus is coming, because He is!
And we do this by the power of the Gospel as we pray each day, “In Word and Sacrament, give us
the full measure of the Holy Spirit so that we may excel in everything we do according to your will,
including this grace of giving. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Living Faith Stewardship Campaign
Applying Biblical Teachings
Jesus had commanded His disciples to go and preach among the Jews. As
proof of their divine message, He gave them great authority and the power
to heal, to raise the dead and to drive out the demons of darkness. However, they were not to use this power for personal gain, and Jesus followed
His instruction with this word of warning: “Freely you have received, freely
give” (Matt. 10:8).
With these words, Jesus sets the tone for all of Christendom. His followers
are not to use the Gospel message they proclaim for personal gain. Rather,
they are to have the nature of a servant, with Christ as their model, giving
to those around them. In fact, great shame has fallen on those who have
sought to use God’s power for personal gain and position or to promote a
church for status and profitability.
By His grace, and through the authority and power of the Word, God grants His power to those
called by the Gospel. This power is great, for the Gospel moves and changes sinful hearts. Just as
we have received God’s power freely, we also freely share the Gospel message with those around
us and expect nothing in return.
With the words of Jesus ringing in our ears, “Freely you have received, freely give,” we are moved
by the Holy Spirit to freely and gladly share the Gospel message. In Christian liberty, we have
chosen various ways to do this. Those of like mind have gathered to form a fellowship or a congregation, and these congregations have been joined together to form a church body. Church buildings,
schools and seminaries have been built as a testimony to the Gospel message. We have called pastors, employed teachers and commissioned missionaries to proclaim Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
Radio and television programs have been produced, along with countless advertisements, to
proclaim the good news of salvation. Organizations within the church body have been formed with
one goal in mind — that of telling everyone of Jesus’ love for them.
We rejoice in the proclamation of the Gospel and support Christian service for the benefit of all. Because God has freely given to us, and because of His work in our hearts, we freely give. In loving
service and without any expectation of gain, we give money, use our abilities and volunteer our time
to freely give the Gospel message as it has been given to us.

Our mission is to welcome
and unite God’s people to
nurture faith through the
Gospel, and provide
opportunities and
commitment to serve
Christ through our ministry
within the congregation
and the community.

For those who are NOT able to
watch Faith’s online services:
On Sunday mornings at 11:30am you
can watch an LCMS worship service.
Comcast—channel 399
Direct TV—channel 377
Digital Channel—18.4

Always With Us

A Mother's Prayer
Make me a wise mother, O Lord. Keep me
calm and give me patience to bear the small,
irritating things in the daily routine of life.
Give me tolerance and understanding to
bridge the gulf between my generation and
that of my children.
Let me not be too ready to guide my
children’s stumbling feet, but allow me to be
ever near to bind their bruises. Give me a
sense of humor that I may laugh with them
but never at them. Let me refrain from
preaching with words; let me show by
example instead.

Keep me from forcing their confidences, but
give me a sympathetic ear when my children
come to me. Make me humble. Keep my
children close to me, O Lord, though miles
may separate us. And let Thy light so shine
upon me that they, too, will perceive Thy
glory. Amen.

Forty days after Easter, we celebrate Jesus’
ascension into heaven. This occurred 10 days
before Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit
descended on Jesus’ followers, as he had
promised.
Jesus’ ascension reminds Christians that
although his body couldn’t remain present
everywhere, we can universally experience
his spiritual presence. In fact, Jesus’ final
words to his disciples — and to us — contain
this key promise: “I am with you always, to the
end of the age” (Matthew 28:20, ESV).

We remember, O Lord, all those people
throughout the years who have made the supreme sacrifice for our country, for liberty, for
us. Whenever we breathe the air of freedom or
claim the right to justice or enjoy the privilege
of worship, fill us with gratitude for those who
selflessly gave the last full measure of devotion — their very lives — for our benefit.
May these brave men and women now know
the joy of eternity and your presence. And may
the families of the fallen receive comfort and
peace amid their grief. Help us as we minister
to their needs. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Congratulations to those celebrating
birthdays in May:
2 Pam Quitiquit
4 Phyllis Fischer
4 Jack Pattee
5 Dean Ayers
5 Joe Hostman
6 Neil Hornbacher
6 Kimberly Russell
7 Tim Mars
7 Lisa Moyer
7 Freya Oltesvig
7 Mike Stanley
9 Ryane Heater
10 Ed Egan

10 Matthias Moyer
10 Nick Rakestraw
11 Sue Jones
12 Oakley Genson
13 Natalie Waltz
15 Ashley Behr
15 John Hayner
19 Max Lay
20 Sydney Thompson
25 Aaron Swackhamer
30 Guy York
31 Bradley Hannewald

Congratulations to those celebrating
anniversaries in May:
Tom & Cindy Tesolin
Rick & Kelly Browning
Larry & Angela Davis
Bob & Pam Pierce
Mike & Mary Stanley
Ted & Lisa Heater
Tim & Katie Holland
Scott & Renae Behr
Tom & Connie Heger
Frank & Connie Redman

5-02-1981
5-06-2011
5-13-2006
5-17-1974
5-17-1975
5-18-1991
5-25-1996
5-27-1989
5-27-1972
5-27-1961

To my dear Faith family and
friends:
Thank you for all your get well
cards, prayers, and words of
encouragement. They have warmed my heart
and make me grateful for you all. Please continue to pray for us and I thank God for you
daily.
Blessings to all, Theresa Erfourth

Dear Faith Family,
I wanted to update everyone on my health and my wellbeing. I am beyond thankful for my Faith Family
and all the support, food, cards, texts, well wishes, prayers, etc. I feel like I can never thank you all
enough for being there for my family and me during my health scare. I never could have imagined my
return to teaching would be in the midst of a worldwide pandemic. Mostly, I am thankful that I did not go
through my heart surgeries and health scare while all of this is going on. I feel so blessed to be back
teaching again whether it is in a virtual classroom or not. I still get to see my students' faces and get to
help them move forward through the curriculum and to prepare them for the future so for this, I feel
blessed. I love teaching, I love my Huron Valley community, and I especially love my Faith Family. I get
to be here and teach because my Faith Family was here for me and my family when we needed them
most.
Thank you again and I cannot wait to be back with you all again as a Faith
Family!
Love,
The Smith Family
Bryan, Tracie, Elliott, and Kimberly

Mike Bockelman sent this to me shortly after Easter.
Thought you would enjoy reading it.
Thank you, Mike ☺

How the Virus Stole Easter
By Kristi Bothur
With a nod to Dr. Seuss

Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began
Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.
People were sick, hospitals full,
Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.
As winter gave way to the promise of spring,
The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.
People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.
They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned.
April approached and churches were closed.
“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed.
“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out.
No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.”
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on tests.
“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed.
“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.”
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went.
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.
The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.
“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.
“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming.
“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do!
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo.
“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.”
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.
And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.
It started down low, then it started to rise.

But the sound wasn’t depressed.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
It couldn’t be so!
But it grew with abundance!
The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!
It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine
Stood puzzling and puzzling.
“Just how can it be?”
“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,
It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.”

Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before.
“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store.
Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”
And what happened then?
Well....the story’s not done.
What will YOU do?
Will you share with that one
Or two or more people needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your life in this fight?
The churches are empty - but so is the tomb,
And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.
So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,
As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.
May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people.
May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.
May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection,
May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.
May 2020 be known as the year of survival,
But not only that Let it start a revival.
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The Wine of the Spirit
“No one puts new wine into old wineskins,” said Jesus (Luke 5:37). Drawing on this statement,
a preacher in sixth-century Africa proclaimed in a Pentecost homily:
“It was with good reason, then, that some people, when they heard the apostles speaking in
every tongue, said, ‘They are filled with the new wine.’ For they had become fresh wineskins, they
had been renewed by the grace of holiness, so that when they were filled with the new wine, that
is, with the Holy Spirit, they spoke with fervor in every tongue. …
"Celebrate, then, this day as members of the one body of Christ.
Your celebration will not be in vain if you are what you celebrate,
if you hold fast to the church which the Lord filled with his Holy
Spirit.”
Fifteen centuries later, may that call still resonate with us. May we
be so renewed by God’s grace as to be worthy vessels of the new
wine of the Holy Spirit — and to share it with the world.

