
O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. (Gradual for Lent, based on Hebrews 12:2) 

When people look at Jesus, what do they see? In many cases, 
some misunderstand who He is and what He is doing. By faith, 
others have recognized Him accurately. With Lent beginning at 
the end of this month I’m taking this opportunity to give you a 
first look at our Lenten series this year.  Based on the Gospel 
according to St. Mark, we will examine how the various people 
around Jesus viewed Him—and how we should view Him. We 
will “fix our eyes” on what Jesus has done to save us from our 
sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent sufferings and 

death, and celebrate what God sees on account of His work: our justification for His sake. 

It begins February 26, on Ash Wednesday, we will see how, in spite of Jesus’ repeated predictions 
about His upcoming Passion, the disciples with “Misjudging Eyes” fail to recognize that soon He 
will not be with them. 

At the following midweek service, the first week of Lent, we will look through Judas’s “Betraying 
Eyes” and see that Jesus is being handed over to die for the sins of the whole world. 

“Sleepy Eyes” is the theme for the second week of Lent. In Gethsemane, Jesus’ inner circle of 
Peter, James, and John cannot keep their eyes open to watch and pray with Jesus for even an 
hour, 

In the third week, we stare into the “Denying Eyes” of Peter and the other apostles. They could not 
see how they could ever fall away from Jesus.  But even as so many still deny him, Jesus denied 
Himself to take up the cross for our salvation. 

“Murderous Eyes” is the theme of week 4. The chief priests and scribes saw Jesus as an obstacle 
to be rid of but in doing so they would unwittingly bring about the Father’s sacrifice of the ultimate 
Passover Lamb. 

In the fifth week, we look through the “Worldly Eyes” of Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and the Roman 
soldiers. Pilate can only view matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing to appease the crowds.  
The soldiers ironically mock Him as “King of the Jews.”  Worldly eyes look for power and glory; 
God’s way is suffering and the cross. 

On Maundy Thursday, there is “More Than Meets the Eye” to the Lord’s Supper. We will look into 
the Old Testament background of the Last Supper and rejoice in the mystery that Jesus, in and 
with, bread and wine, gives us His body and blood in order to deliver to us the benefits of His 
Passion. 

On Good Friday, we look through “God’s Eyes” to see what is happening during the Passion: the 
once-for-all atonement for the sin of the whole world and the justification of all sinners on Easter. 

Finally, Easter Sunday gazes upon “Angel Eyes.” The angel in the tomb knows the whole story of 
Jesus’ resurrection. When he sees the women, he proclaims the Gospel to them, shows them 
where Jesus’ body had formerly lain, and tells them that they can see Jesus themselves in Galilee. 
Likewise, the “angels” or messengers of the Church in the apostolic ministry tell God’s people 
where they can find Jesus and His salvation in the Means of Grace. 

I hope you’ll join us throughout this series and I pray our Lenten reflections together will 

continuously focus our eyes on Jesus Christ and Him crucified, buried, and risen for our 

justification, for that is a vision that will never disappoint! 

-Pastor Moyer 

Faith Lutheran Church 
3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

(248) 887-5550 

FAX (248) 889-8115 

F
E

B
R

U
A

R
Y

 
2

0
2

0
 
N

E
W

S
L

E
T

E
R

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Fa
it
h

Lu
th

e
ra

n 
C

hu
rc

h



This is what was shared at church in January. We thought you might like to read it.
                                     

How do you support your Living Faith? 
 

Do you take your Living Faith for granted, assuming it is always there and visible? 
 

A historian once stated that he firmly believed that the Reformation was born and sustained in the 
prayer closet of Martin Luther. It was well known that at the most hectic and busiest of times, Luther 
required of himself at least three hours of prayer in a day. Likewise,  all those who rose to true great-
ness within the church prayed diligently. They understood that God, who gave His only Son as a sac-
rifice for their sins, would not, could not, deny them their much lesser requests. They asked and they 
received. 

 

Chuck Swindoll wrote of James’ words: “In my opinion, the words, ‘You do not have because you do 
not ask,’ are among the most convicting words we will ever read. Persistence must characterize our 
prayers … there is no place for reluctance or timidity, or, for that matter, uncertainty.  Do you have a 
need? Then do the simple thing, the best thing: Ask in simple faith.” 

 

Our Father delights when his children approach Him with a common request.  It’s like a family gath-
ering where we’re united in purpose. 

 

The apostle Paul acknowledged how God helped him through the prayers of others.  He said, “He 
will continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers.”  God has chosen to use our prayers,   
especially our prayers joined together, to accomplish His work in the world.  The verse continues 
“then many will give thanks … for the answer to the prayers of many.” 

 

We must understand that we cannot separate how we exhibit our faith, our Living Faith, of glorifying 
God and the giving of loving service to those around us, from prayer. If one were to view the Holy 
Spirit working through Word and Sacrament as the heartbeat of faith and its exhibition of a Living 
Faith, then most definitely, prayer would have to be the pulse. History bears out God’s command that 
one cannot emphasize prayer enough as a vital part of living in faith, for those who exhibited great 
faith also prayed earnestly and often. 

 

In faith, we take God at His Word. God hears and answers the requests we make when we pray. 
Nothing more, nothing less. Even when we pray foolishly, God graciously hears and answers our 
prayers according, to His will. Diligent prayer is a way that God, through His answers, synchronizes 
our will to His will. 

 

It is sad that we often relinquish ourselves and our Church to the poverty of being without God’s full 
measure of power, riches, wisdom, and strength simply because we fail to diligently ask in Christ’s 
name. We do not have, because we have not asked. Oh, that we might remember the words of the 
disciples and make them our heartfelt prayer: “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

 

Let’s pray together so we can also rejoice together in God’s goodness, provided and supported by 
our Living Faith.  God has prepared good works for us to do in our church, and, in our community -- 
in ways that reach far beyond anything we can imagine. 

 

You are coming to a King, large petitions with you bring; 

For His grace and power are such, none can ever, ask too much. 

 



Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 

Applying Biblical Teachings 

 
“ . . . remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to          
receive’” (Acts 20:35). 

 

To simply take this passage and comment that it is a good moral saying by which we should all try to 
live would be wrong. To take these words simply by themselves, as something Dr. Luke alone rec-
orded for posterity would be to miss the point. 

 

First, we must come to the realization that by nature, we are sinful and unclean. There is no good-
ness or worthiness in us. We must confess that we are poor miserable sinners who would by nature 
not give anything to anyone unless it benefitted us. This benefit may be self-adulation, public adora-
tion, or the hope of receiving a better position or rewards in this life or the life hereafter. But whatev-
er the case, these reasons are born of selfishness and sin. They are what Isaiah described as “filthy 
rags” in God’s sight. 

 

It should not surprise us, then, that the Holy Spirit inspired these words to be recorded by Dr. Luke 
at the end of a persuasive dissertation by St. Paul of the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And it 
should not surprise us that the words which immediately follow this text are, “When he [Paul] had 
said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed” (Acts 20:36). Dr. Martin Franzmann best cap-
tures what is underlying these recorded words of Jesus when he refers to this passage of Scripture 
as “the power of the Word of the Lord made perfect in weakness.” 

 

True Christian love, the love that emulates Christ, the all-giving Servant, does not come by our own 
reason or strength, for we as sinners are weak and cannot do any good work. True Christian love 
was born of the cross of Jesus Christ and is worked in us by the power of the Word and Sacrament. 
The perfect power of God’s Word works in our weakness. By the power of the Gospel we show true 
Christian love, a love that does not chase selfishly after that which is good to enjoy. Rather, it seeks 
to provide for those in need with no expectation of anything in return in this life or of special consid-
erations in the next. 

 

 
Jesus is the model. He continues to give His unselfish devotion and ser-
vice to all, even though many reject Him. St. Paul, by the power of the 
Gospel, lived and preached the model of the suffering servant which is 
ours to live and preach as well. It is only in the role of the servant, a role 
of unquestioned devotion and service to the glory of God and for the ben-
efit of man, that our faith will find its proper expression and application. 

 

Yes, “It is more blessed to give than to receive,” for in Christ, to give is to 
be like Christ. 



In Attendance—Sharon Vogel, Karen Cowart, Cindy  

Tesolin, Jacque Rhodes, Tom Tesolin, Mike Stanely, Tom 

Buckthorpe, Dean Ayers, Pastor Moyer, Neil Hornbacher, 

Laura Hornbacher and Guy York. 

The Voters assembly was called to order by Dean Ayers at 
7:35 p.m.  Tom Buckthorpe started the meeting with the 

opening prayer.  Pastor started the meeting with a devotion. 
Minutes from previous meeting were read by Sharon 

Vogel.  A motion was made by Guy to accept the minutes; 

second by Guy and approved. 
Pastor’s Report—February 1

st
 “Reaching a Lost Genera-

tion”. Sign up in the coffee room for breakfast and desserts. 

Lenten services are being planned and worked out with the 

people involved. 

Two emails came from the church this week-one was to say 

one was coming and the second was to invite you to regis-

ter to 360 Unite. 
Big goal for the year-evangelism preparation-to equip and 

help our members to reach out. Workshops and trainings to 

possibly come. This is still in the planning mode and there 

are many resources out there that pastor is looking into for 

his plans. 

Evaluate our assimilation process would come next to get-

ting our outreach of new members connected to our congre-

gation. 
Board of Education—Laura reported for the Board of Edu-

cation. No minutes to submit-meeting will be this week. 

VBS is going to be July 27
th
-31

st
 with the picnic on August 

2
nd

. 
Board of Elders—Mike Stanley reported for the Board of 

Elders. 

Tried out the new Bose speakers and there are still some 

kinks to work out. 

February 8
th
 is the next Church Planning Meeting at 9:00 for 

the breakfast and devotion and meeting at 9:30. 

Carousel (last one in 2012) on March 8
th
. Some of the 

groups have been talked to about having a table present at 

this event.  

Monday, January 20
th
 encouraged all to come to the Steven 

Ministry Meeting from 7-8:30. A copy is on file. 
Board of Family & Community Outreach—Meeting was 

cancelled so nothing to report 
Board of Trustees—Dean Ayers reported for the Board of 

Trustees.  Report is on file. 
Financial Secretary—Dean Ayers reported that there is 

nothing to report. (except to pick up your envelopes.) 
Treasurer’s Report—Read by Dean.  Motion to accept by 

Mike Stanley.  Seconded by Guy York. 
Music Update—Jacque reported for the Music Ministry.  

Music practices will begin in preparation for Easter and Holy 

Week in February.  Report is on file. 
Stephen Ministry—Guy is getting it all together…they want 

as many of the leadership boards and their members pre-
sent at the Monday meeting to give them information so 

they are prepped as this starts reaching out into our congre-

gation.  It is meant to give you information when members 

start to ask questions or inquire about the ministry. 

 

Every Monday until the end of the year they will be using 

the coffee room from 6-9 p.m. (with the exception of VBS 

week). 
Voting Members—Tom Tesolin was voted as a voting 

member. Motion to accept by Karen and Jacque seconded. 
Old Business—Carpet is due to be cleaned soon! A darker 

color was requested for the stairs because of the “dirty” look 

that our new carpet is showing. 

The Faith Legacy (Grades 6
th
-12

th
) event will be postponed 

for now.  A new date will be announced when we know. 
New Business—Back of pew book holder prototype was 

presented by Mike Stanley and Tom Tesolin. Carl Lemke is 

designing and working on these for our pews. The Trustees 

will be budgeting this project at $1400.00 for the wood. 

For Women of Faith, Sharon Vogel is requesting to have a 

Women’s Tea on the first Sunday evening in Advent 

(November 29
th
). There would be a speaker coming in to 

talk about Advent with dinner following. Youth group will be 

asked to serve.  

A new computer is needed for Linda in the office.  The cost 

would be $855.  This would include two monitors, keyboard 

and mouse, the computer and Adobe.  Motion to accept by 

Sharon and seconded by Karen. 

Boy Scouts are invited to have a bonfire to get rid of some 

of our scrap wood by the shed. They are interested and will 

be looking into that and let us know a date when they plan 

to do this so we can come. 

Browning Surveillance Company met with Trustees and 

gave a quote for some equipment (cameras and security 
equipment) $3372.50.  We do have a grant that we can put 

in for and help with this cost. 

Puerto Rico—We have reached out to help James and 

Christal with the earthquakes they have been dealing with 

over the past month. There will be information this week in 

our bulletin. 

A Carousel is scheduled for Sunday, March 8
th
 between 

services. There will be many groups represented to find out 

how our members can get more involved with what their 

passion draws them to.  

Pastor asked if our church could provide lunch for the    

Theological conference on February 3
rd

 from 8:30-
3:00. Cindy and Sharon volunteered to get something        

together for that day. Breakfast snacks and desserts are on 

the sign-up sheet in the coffee room. 

Jacque asked to use the building January 27
th
 from 7-9 p.m. 

extending through and including April 20
th
. They will be    

using the Sunday School Room for practice with the Huron 

Valley Community Chorus. 

 
The Meeting Adjourned at 8:46 p.m. by Dean Ayers.     

We closed with the General Meeting Closing prayer and  

the Lord’s Prayer. 

Minutes From Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
January 16, 2020 



 

 

 

Congratulations to those celebrating          
birthdays in February: 

 

  2 Sue Holloway  17 Lisa Heater 

  7 Marilyn Dicks  18 Emily Holland 

  7 Andrea Rakestraw  20 Alexandra Wheatley 

  7 Tom Tesolin  22 William McMurran 

  9 Kelly Browning  24 Mary Jo Behr 

  8 Jack Nicholas  25 Jacob Prater 

  9 Devon Buckthorpe  26 Phillip Acree 

11 Katie Holland  26 Kat Schatz 

13 Scott Swackhamer  28 Kathy Jobe 

16 Tom Lombardo  28 Patrycja Krzok 

Congratulations to those celebrating  
anniversaries in February: 

  

 
Dennis & Donna Goers  2-05-1983 
Gary & Nancy Lauer  2-08-1964 
Jon & Erin Rickle   2-10-1996 
Jack & Dawn Pattee  2-16-1985 
Pastor & Lisa Moyer  2-19-2006 
Tim & Megan Mars   2-23-2008 

 

 

Planning Session 

Our next meeting for assessing Faith opera-
tions and determining church goals will take 
place Saturday, February 8th. Our session 
begins with a breakfast at 8:30, followed by 
a devotion at 9:30, and then into the plan-
ning material. We should complete the   
session by 12:30. All members are invited. 
Council members, committee chairs, and 
staff are asked to attend every session.  
Other committee members are strongly    
encouraged to participate. Please join us!                                    
  

PS—We are looking for a volunteer to host 
the breakfast. Please see Bill Erfourth if you 
are willing to handle this for us. 

 

    Meal Train for the Smith Family 
 

The Meal Train for the Smiths has started up again following Tracie’s second 
surgery. If you would like to bring Tracie and her family a meal, please go to 
the Meal Train site at https://mealtrain.com/e9w84o and search under Tracie 
Smith and sign up on the date of your choice. To deliver meals, their address 
is: 1436 Shelly Ct., Highland 48356. If you have any questions about Meal 
Train, please contact Patricia Hartsell at 810.625.7466.  

Thank you so much for showing support to the Smith family and please keep 
Tracie and her family in your prayers. 

Dear Faith Church Family, 
 

We cannot thank you enough for 
all the prayers, meals, thoughts, 
cards, check ins, the blanket, and just being our 
church family. I do not know how people do this 
thing called "life" without the love and support of 
others to begin with, but then to have random sur-
gery and infection catch you off guard it would be 
so much more difficult without our church family’s 
support. Wednesday, January 22nd was surgery 
number two and we are looking forward to moving 
forward with the healing process. Thank you for 
the continued prayers and support. We love our 
church family! 
 

Love—Bryan, Tracie, Elliott, and Kimberly Smith 

https://mealtrain.com/e9w84o


 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Join us for Game Nite  

Friday, February 28 @ 7:00pm 
 

Bring your favorite game and a snack to share. 
Come join the fun and fellowship! 

 

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar 

March 27—April 24  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is up in the Narthex above the drinking fountain. If you 
would like to have flowers placed in the chancel area in celebration of an event or  
in memory of a loved one, please sign your name on the date of your choice. Please 
specify what you are celebrating or who you are remembering. Place a slash (/)  
next to your info if you only want one vase. The price of each vase is $22.50.  

Make sure to use the erasable marker provided. Thanks so much! 

Heavenly Appearance 
 

Our omnipresent God shows up in some unex-
pected places. People have “miraculously” seen 
Jesus’ face on everything from junk food to a 
rusty water tank. We don’t know what Jesus 
looked like, of course, but Scripture indicates his 
appearance was rather ordinary: “He had no 
beauty or majesty to attract us to him” (Isaiah 
53:2, NIV). 

 

On one occasion, however, Jesus’ face was  

majestically transformed. At his Transfiguration, 

observed by many churches on the Sunday    

before Lent, Jesus’ “face shone like the sun,  

and his clothes became white as light” (Matthew 

17:2, ESV). Some disciples witnessed Jesus’ 

glory — which will be ours, thanks to his death 

and resurrection. As 1 John 3:2 (NIV) promises: 

“When Christ appears, we shall be like him, for 

we shall see him as he is.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent begins with our Ash Wednesday Service 
on Wednesday, February 26 at 7:00pm. We 
will meet each Wednesday during Lent at 
5:30pm for dinner followed by our service at 
7:00pm. We hope you will join us each week 
in preparation of Holy Week, and ultimately, 
the resurrection of our Lord and Savior,     
Jesus Christ on Easter morning. 

Our mission is to welcome 
and unite God’s people to 
nurture faith through the 
Gospel, and provide        
opportunities and                              
commitment to serve 
Christ through our ministry 
within the congregation 
and the community. 



RIDE THE CAROUSEL OF FAITH 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8TH, 2020 

(after each service) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the years and most recently at our “Saturday Morning  Breakfast Meetings” we 
have become aware of how important and beneficial it is to include our church family 

in what we are doing to serve God and His people. This means keeping you, our 
church family, informed and involved. 

 

Meet the Committee and Board members at  Carousel: 

 

Congregational President     The Board of Faith, Family &  

Congregational Vice President     Community Outreach 

Congregational Secretary     Altar Guild 

Congregational Treasurer     Women of Faith 

Financial Secretary      Bereavement Committee 

Board of Elders       Christian Education 

Board of Trustees       Youth Ministries 

Stewardship Committee      VBS 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Elders                         
Tom Tesolin            

Tim Mars 

Trustees                  
Steve Kirchner          

Mike Hannewald            

    1                                
8:00am Outreach 
Meeting                      
9:00am LEGACY 
“Reclaiming a Lost 
Generation” Live 

Stream 

2 Communion       
8:30 Worship               
9:45 Adult Bible 
Study, Sunday 
School &                
Confirmation Class            

11:00 Worship             

3                                
11:00am Senior Fit 
6:00pm Stephen 
Ministry Meeting 
7:00pm Huron 
Valley Community 
Chorus Rehearsal 
(HVCC) in Fellow-

ship Hall 

4                                
12:00pm AA               
8:00pm AA & 

ALANON 

5                             
9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study              
11:00am Senior Fit 
7:00pm Choir          

Rehearsal                    

6                               
9:00am Sewing            
7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

7                                   

11:00am Senior Fit 

8                              
8:30am Planning 

Meeting 

9 8:30 Worship               
9:45 Adult Bible 
Study, Sunday 
School &                
Confirmation Class            
11:00 Worship         
12:00 Chimes             
12:00 Elders          

1-3pm F.L.Y.  

10                            
11:00am Senior Fit 
6:00pm Stephen 
Ministry Meeting 
7:00pm Huron 
Valley Community 
Chorus Rehearsal 
(HVCC) in Fellow-

ship Hall 

11                           
8:30am Pastor 
Conference                            
8:00pm AA & 

ALANON 

12                            
9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study              
11:00am Senior Fit 
7:00pm Choir          

Rehearsal                                       

13                            
9:00am Sewing     
7:00pm Trustees        
7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

14                             

11:00am Senior Fit 

15                              
11:30am                

Men’s B-n-B 

16 Communion     
8:30 Worship               
9:45 Adult Bible 
Study, Sunday 
School &                
Confirmation Class            
11:00 Worship        
12:00 Chimes                        

12:00 Brd of Ed. 

17                            
11:00am Senior Fit 
6:00pm Stephen 
Ministry Meeting 
7:00pm Huron 
Valley Community 
Chorus Rehearsal 
(HVCC) in Fellow-

ship Hall 

18                                 
12:00pm AA               
8:00pm AA & 

ALANON 

19                                
9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study               
11:00am Card           
Ministry             
11:00am Senior Fit 
7:00pm Choir          

Rehearsal                                       

20                            
9:00am Sewing            
7:00pm Boy 
Scouts                       

7:30pm Voters 

21                                

11:00am Senior Fit 
22 

23 8:30 Worship               
9:45 Adult Bible 
Study, Sunday 
School &                
Confirmation Class            
11:00 Worship             
12:00 Chimes                   
News Deadline                                  

24                         
11:00am Senior Fit 
6:00pm Stephen 
Ministry Meeting 
7:00pm Huron 
Valley Community 
Chorus Rehearsal 
(HVCC) in Fellow-

ship Hall 

25                                 
12:00pm AA               
8:00pm AA & 

ALANON 

26                         
9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study              
11:00am Senior Fit                   
7:00pm Ash            
Wednesday               
Service 

27                                   
9:00am Sewing            
7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

28                                
11:00am Senior Fit 

7:00pm Game Nite 

29 

February 2020 



Faith Lutheran Church 

3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

 

Rev. Jonathan Moyer 

248-887-5550 

E-mail: office@faithhighland.com 

Website: faithhighland.com 

FLY Update 

We made 2 prayer blankets this month to hand out. Our Confirmation and older 

Bible Study "Your Identity in Christ" is going great. Ms. Patricia attended a con-

ference for Church Youth Workers January 27-29.   Happy New Year!!   
    

 

2020 


