
…so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes.  (Ephesians 4:14) 

 

Our Advent preparation began with a longing for 
reconciliation.  A restoration of those beset by 
grudges, broken trust, broken relationship.  The 
rejoining of prodigal and parent.  The peace that 
passes all understanding as you await reunion in 
Jesus’ Kingdom.   

And with Christmas came the certainty of the 
reconciliation of sinners because the Son of God 
became flesh to restore you to glorious relationship 
with God in heaven.  Receiving his grace we are at 

peace to trust in the Lord above all things, in every circumstance.  Receiving his 
mercy we are at peace to forgive and receive forgiveness from others. 

Unfortunately, this side of heaven, the enemy seems determined to not let us be at 
peace.  Which is all the more reason for us to congregate around the gifts and love    
of Christ, in Word and Sacrament.  But even still families still suffer brokenness.  
Children abandon the faith of their upbringing.  Spiritually and culturally, it is very 
evident that we are under siege. 

When under attack we often feel the urge to run away or hope the problem will go 
away or else we intensify our counter-attack and point the finger back.  But what if 
there is a better way?  A third option?  Consider St Paul’s words to the church in 
Ephesus, “speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ,”  (Eph. 4:15) 

Those with whom we need to be reconciled with, need the truth of Christ spoken to 
them in love. 

To be better equipped for this challenge, I invite you to join us at Faith on Saturday, 
February 1

st
 for a livestream event, presented by our Synodical District on the topic of 

Legacy: Reclaiming a Lost Generation.  (Last year’s conference on prayer was very 
well received and you can find video record of the presentations on our website.) 

The goal of this conference, and a personal goal I’d like to set for our congregation, is 
that we increase our capacity to engage our community, our families, our culture – and 
not back down from any opportunity to speak the truth, the good news about Jesus, in 
love.   

Please – prayerfully consider making time to equip and enrich yourself with God’s 
Word for the benefit of the following generation. 

 

In service with you—Pastor Moyer 

Faith Lutheran Church 
3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

(248) 887-5550 

FAX (248) 889-8115 
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Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 

Applying Biblical Teachings 
 

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you” (Luke 11:9). 

 

If the question, “Why do I not have?” is raised, the answer that must be given is, “Because you have 
not asked.” God commands us to ask. When we ask for something in prayer, according to His will, 
He will give it to us. That is His promise. The Apostle Paul wrote, “He who did not spare his own 
Son, but gave him up for us all — how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things?” (Romans 8:32). 

 

In his epistle, James powerfully captures what happens when self interest and selfishness overshad-
ow our Christian living and a proper and diligent prayer life is not maintained. “What causes fights 
and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You want some-
thing but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. 
You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. You adulterous people, 
don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a 
friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that 
the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture 
says: ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’ Submit yourselves, then, to God.    
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash 
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (James 4:1-8). 

 

One cannot separate the true Christian life, that of glorifying God and the giving of loving service to 
those around us, from prayer. If one were to view the heartbeat of the Christian life as the Holy Spirit 
working through Word and Sacrament, then most definitely, prayer would have to be the pulse. One 
cannot emphasize enough that prayer is a vital part of Christian life. 

 

It is sad that we often relinquish ourselves and our church to the poverty of being without God’s full 
measure of power, riches, wisdom and strength simply because we fail to diligently ask in Christ’s 
name. 

 

 
We are to take everything to God in prayer. First, we confess our sins 
and plead for forgiveness for Christ’s sake. Then, in Christ, we pray for 
power to overcome sin and the fury of Satan as we go about His work. In 
Christ, we pray for the financial resources we need to carry out His work 
and to provide for our earthly needs. In Christ, we pray for wisdom to 
properly use all that He has given us. In Christ, we pray for strength to do 
all things according to His will. When we pray diligently in faith, God     
answers and brings our will into conformity with His will. 

 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and     
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God” (Phil. 4:6). 



In attendance:  Dean Ayers, Pastor Moyer, Bill Erfourth, Sherry 
Hanovich, Sharon Vogel, Guy York, Steve Tino, Neil and Laura 
Hornbacher, Karen Cowart, Cindy Tesolin, Connie Redman, Bill 

and Theresa Erfourth, Bill Kiley and Jacqueline Rhodes. 

The Voters Assembly was called to order by President, Dean 
Ayers at 7:50 p.m.  Dean started the meeting with our Opening 

Prayer.  

Previous meeting minutes were read by Sherry Hanovich.   Motion 
was made by Karen to accept minutes; seconded by Bill Erfourth 

and approved.  

Pastor’s Report – ~Pastor Moyer reported he is looking at a pro-
gram titled “Eyes on Jesus” for Lent.  Pastor has visited all but one 
shut-in, which he plans to do this week.  Pastor will be attending a 
continuing education program January 27th through the 29th.  The 
intent of the conference is to equip pastors to be spiritually and 
mentally healthy.  The Theological Conference, Reclaiming Lost 
Generations is February 1st.  Pastor would like to stream the con-

ference, here at church, enabling more people to attend.   

The Board of Education– ~Laura reported for the board. The BOE 
is planning a second Faith Legacy program for those that could 
not attend in November on January 24th.   ~Patricia will be attend-
ing the “Marching Off the Map” retreat for DCE’s and youth wor-
ship leaders in Oregon, Ohio on January 27th-29th.  ~The purses 
were delivered to the Purses for a Purpose organization.  They 
were thankful for the generous donations.  ~Thank you to the sew-
ing group who made 15 new costumes for this years Children’s 
Christmas program.  ~Also thank you to Phyllis for cleaning out 

the closets! 

Board of Elders– Bill Kiley announced two Stephen Ministers will 
be commissioned on December 22, 2019.   ~The elders will be 
attending a Stephen Ministry training on January 20, 2020 at 7:00 
pm.  ~The elders approved the transfer of Harry and Judy McGee 
to Mt. Hope Lutheran Church in Grayling, MI.  as well as accepting 
Brooke Scrivo as a confirmed member of Faith.  ~The elders ap-

proved $600 towards the purchase of a Bose speaker. 

Board of Outreach - Minutes of their December meeting on file. 

Board of Trustees – Steve reported that he met with the zoning 
department regarding a new upper parking lot.  The next step is to 
meet with an architect to discuss the size and layout.  ~A new 
trustee is needed for the late services.  ~Carpet will be installed in 

the Narthex, coffee room and down the stairs.   

Treasurers Report – Bill Erfourth presented the Treasurers Report.  
It was reviewed.  Sherry motioned to accept the Treasurers Re-

port, Steve seconded, all approved.   

Music Ministry – ~Jacqueline announced the Chimes and Choir 
will perform together for Christmas. ~Jacqueline would love to 
have more people join the choir.   Attendance at practices is not 

necessary as she will provide music via email.   

 

Stephen Ministry – ~Guy reported there will be two Stephen Minis-
ters commissioned at both services, Sunday – December 22nd.   
~The Stephen Ministry group would like to use the Coffee Room 
every Monday night, indefinitely.  ~Guy will be hosting a referral 
training on January 20th for the elders and other church leaders.   
~Guy would like to have as many as 13 Stephen Ministers here at 
Faith.  Starting April 20th there will be another Stephen Minister 

training.  Please consider becoming a Stephen Minister.    

Voting Members, Transfers and New Members – Dean motioned 
to accept Theresa Erfourth as a voting member, Connie second-
ed, all approved.  ~Dean requested the approval of Harry and 
Judie McGee to Mt Hope Lutheran in Graying, MI.  Karen mo-
tioned and all approved.  ~Karen motioned to accept Brooke 
Scrivo as a Confirmed member of Faith, Theresa seconded, all 

approved. 

Old Business – Karen announced the stockings were filled by the 
Women’s Bible Study Group.  The group requested to take over 
the task.  Laura agreed.  ~Theresa informed us there should not 
be flowers on alter during Lent and Advent, only Easter and 
Christmas.  ~Steve submitted our insurance policy to Toshiba in 

order to have our payment reduced. 

New Business – Theresa asked if we could get additional lighting 
on the alter.  Steve said the trustees will be lowering the lights, 
after the new year.  ~Theresa also announced we need an early 
service altar guild person.  ~Connie inquired what was going to 
happen to the extra pews we have around church.  Steve ex-
plained that one would be put in place of the book shelf in the cof-
fee room and there were no plans for the others.  ~Bill Erfourth 
read the resolution for Pastor’s 2020 housing allowance in the 
amount of $40,000.  Bill Kiley motioned we except the resolution, 
Sharen seconded, all approved. Resolution on file.  ~Pastor an-
nounced he will hold a Circuit Meeting here on February 11th.  
~Pastor explained that Cedar Crest Lutheran Church in White 
Lake is closing the doors the first of the year.  ~Dean announced 
the 2020 Officer Ballot.  The ballot was read.  Karen motioned we 
accept the ballot as proposed, Jacqueline seconded, all approved.  

2020 Ballot on file. 

~Bill Kiley requested to be excused January, February and March 
meetings.  Cindy Tesolin requested to be excused January and 

February.   

~Next Voters Assembly will be January 16th, at 7:30 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 by President Dean Ayers.  
Dean closed the meeting with our Closing Prayer and Lord’s   

Prayer.  

  

Respectfully submitted,  

Sherry Hanovich, Recording Secretary 

 

 

Minutes From Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
December 18, 2019 



Congratulations to those celebrating          
birthdays in January: 

 

  2 Lori Flores  17 Paula Robinson 

  2 Dennis Goers, Jr. 18 Marissa Beck 

  4 Thaddeus Moyer  18 Miah Beck 

  5 Tracie Smith  18 June Parmeter 

  5 Karen Tomle  21 Bill Black 

  6 Jon Rickle  21 Martha Born 

  7 Lydia Arldt  21 Teagan Smith 

  9 Bonnie Delor  22 Renee Pattee 

  9 Patti Larzelere  24 Pam Friend 

10 Tim Holland  24 Kaitlyn Russell 

11 Joe Ennis   26 Laura Hornbacher 

11 Madeline Hannewald 27 Aristide Gardette 

13 Mike Acree  27 Jim Scrivo 

13 Amanda Goers  28 Megan Ennis 

14 Taylor Buckthorpe 30 Kendall Lavelle 

14 Heather Genson  30 Julia Russell 

15 Morgan Jones  31 Andrea Blumberg 

Congratulations to those celebrating  
anniversaries in January: 

  

 
Mike & Karen Genson  1-04-1975 
Mitch Gorkiewicz & Kat Schatz 1-23-2010 
Bill & Judy Kiley   1-31-1981 

 

Your Help is Appreciated 
 

When filling out the attendance book, please write 
the names of all in your family who are attending 
that day. When you put down a number (2, 3, 4, 
etc) and you have more than that in your family,    
I have no way of knowing who attended and who 
did not. If your whole family is at service, you may 
put the total number down. Your help in this        
matter will be most appreciated. Thank you so 
much. Linda  

A Heartfelt  

Thank You 

Thank you to all those who participated in 
the Sock Tree and the Christmas Families 

Gift Board this year.  

The families and children were very   
thankful for your generous gifts and gift 
cards. The Sock Tree was full to bursting 
with your wonderful gifts.  

Thank you for showing Jesus’ love by   
caring for those in need. 

May the Lord bless you & those you love 
in the coming year! 
  

The Outreach                     
Committee 
 

P.S. There is a thank 
you card from one of  
the families on the 
bulletin board at the bottom of the stairs at 
church.  

Planning Session 

Our next meeting for assessing Faith operations and determining church goals will take place Saturday, 
January 11th. Our session begins with a breakfast at 9:00, followed by a devotion at 9:30, and then 
into the planning material. We should complete the session by 12:30. All members are invited. Council 
members, committee chairs, and staff are asked to attend every session. Other committee members are 
strongly encouraged to participate. Please join us!                                      

PS—We are looking for a volunteer to host the breakfast. Please see Bill Erfourth if you are willing to  
handle this for us. 



 

 

 

WALK WITH US   

 JANUARY 24
TH  

 

Bring your school or group to Washington, 
D.C., for the March for Life. Help us make 
2020 the year with the largest contingent of  
Lutherans marching together in this life-
affirming event. Save the date and watch for 
more information, including pre-march activities 
and where to meet other LCMS marchers on 
the National Mall. 

Via 

Livestream  

at Faith 

Christians in general, and Christian families in 
particular, are under spiritual and cultural attack.   
As a result, more families are being broken and 
more individuals, especially the young, are leaving 
the Church. The typical fight-or-flight reactions can 
readily be seen: Some churches and individuals 
embrace the flight response by isolating 
themselves, while others choose to fight by using 
Scripture and reason to point fingers. 

 

The goal of this conference is to propose and 
examine a third response reflecting the Apostle 
Paul’s method of engaging the culture (and our 
relatives) by “speaking the truth in love.” Our prayer 
is that we all develop the capacity to engage the 
culture as we also seek to retain our young people 
through healthy interaction under the blessing of                 
our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Game Nite starts back up on 

Friday, January 31 @ 7:00pm 
 

Bring your favorite game and a snack to share. 
Come join the fun and fellowship! 

 

Put these upcoming dates on your calendar 

Feb 28—March 27—April 24  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is up in the Narthex above the drinking fountain. If you 
would like to have flowers placed in the chancel area in celebration of an event or in 
memory of a loved one, please sign your name on the date of your choice. Please 
specify what you are celebrating or who you are remembering. Place a slash (/) next 
to your info if you only want one vase. The price of each vase is $22.50.  

Make sure to use the erasable marker provided. Thanks so much! 

2020 Offering Envelopes 
are available for pick-up in 
the Coffee Room at church. 
Please stop in and pick 
yours up. Don’t forget            
to discard your 2019                   
envelopes. Thank you. 



Stephen Minister Commissioning 
 

The Faith Lutheran Church Stephen Ministry Program provides Distinctively Christian Care to Faith 
Members, Adult Family Members and extended family who are overwhelmed by the burdens and 
challenges brought on by crisis in their lives. 

We rejoice.  On Sunday, December 22, two lay people from our congregation were commissioned 
into a special ministry of care and concern for others as Stephen Ministers.  This rite of commission-
ing culminates a period of extensive training and preparation for caring ministry through the Stephen 
Series, a program for lay caring developed and administered by Stephen Ministry St. Louis.  Our 
Stephen Ministers have studied and practiced skills in such areas as dealing with feelings, crisis   
intervention, asserting oneself with gentleness and firmness, and numerous other topics to prepare 
them to help people who are experiencing problems in their lives.  Stephen Ministers will be          
assigned to minister in our congregation, working with people who are experiencing such life crisis 
as hospitalization, cancer, retirement, financial setback, job loss, the loss of a loved one, long-term 
disability, or any number of other difficulties people face in daily living.  Their one-on-one confiden-
tial meetings will be held on a regular, recurring basis for as long as the care receiver needs the   
loving care of the Stephen Minister.  

 

The Stephen Ministers commissioned are Jo-Ann Ruczynski and Mike Bockelman. 

 

We thank God for their gifts of caring and listening.  Their ministries will increase greatly the overall 
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ at Faith.  Please keep these people in your prayers as they carry 
the love of Christ to their care receivers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLY donated 185 purses to Carriage Town Ministry in Flint, Michigan and then                  
two bags of personal hygiene items to the Human Trafficking Ministry of                             

Genesee County.  

 
We are looking forward to sharing God’s love even more in 2020. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our mission is to welcome 
and unite God’s people to 
nurture faith through the 
Gospel, and provide        
opportunities and                              
commitment to serve 
Christ through our minis-
try within the congregation 
and the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outreach Committee is excited to share 
their list of 2020 Core Outreach events for 
your anticipation and participation.  We will 
be bringing back a few favorites, favorites 
with a new twist and some new events         
altogether.  Back again also this year will       
be the Christmas Families and our continued 
support of Luke 52's Mobile Health Clinic.                   
The Diaper Drive will be held again between 
Mothers Day and Fathers Day with a new 
community partner.  The food donations to 
Community Sharing will continue with a new 
twist.  One of our new events has been cre-
ated by taking a page out of our VBS pro-
gram.  We will be bringing a God Sightings 
event to the congregation.  Finally, our Faith 
Helping Hands program is alive and well,  
just waiting for your recommendations for a 
congregation or community member who 
needs a little helping hand. 

 

We hope we wet your whistle for learning 
more about these events intended to bless 
and serve others.  Stay tuned for more        
details. 

 

Finally, the Outreach Committee has an 
open door and welcomes anyone who may 
want to be involved with the planning and  
execution of outreach events.  If you would 
like to come and check out a meeting please 
plan to join us February 1 from 8:30 - 9:30 
am at the Church.  We post our meetings in 
the bulletin each month, so join as your 
schedule allows. 

 

Please Note—The January 11th Outreach 
meeting has been moved to February 1st 

from 8:30 - 9:30 am.  

It’s Time to Take Our                  

Christmas Decorations Down 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We could use some help taking the                 
Christmas decorations down for another 

year. We will be doing this on                           

Sunday, January 5                                                
following the late service.                                   

It shouldn’t take long at all if we have 
enough help. 

 

Thanks in advance for your time !!! 

Sewing will resume on  

Thursday, January 9th 

at 9:00am.  

Looking forward to this 
special time of                             

fellowship! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a great time Christmas Carol-
ing at West Hickory Haven nursing 
home on Saturday, December 14th.  
The residents really enjoy it and they 
love to sing along. It is a special bless-
ing to go and spend some time with 
them.  

A Christmas card came in the mail today (December 20) from a person who was at West          
Hickory Haven while we were caroling. I would like to share it with you: 

 

Dear Friends in Faith, 
 

I was at Hickory Haven visiting my wife who has dementia. Her name is Marilyn and is in 
Room #22 and the angels of music sang outside her room. She was having a down day—

but after a few songs her spirits were lifted and the rest of my visit was a happy one. 
 

Thank you for what you do for those that need a song in their lives.  
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 

John & Marilyn Rogers 
 

(The card is hanging on the bulletin board at the bottom of the stairs at church if you would like 
to see it. I got choked up just reading this and knowing we gave these people a smile that day. 
God bless you all for taking the time to give a smile to those at West Hickory Haven! ) 

Meal Train for the Smith Family 
 

While Tracie is going through her medical issues, she would really appreciate if 
some meals could be provided for her family. Please go to this website for the  
Meal Train for The Smith Family:   https://mealtrain.com/e9w84o 
What is a meal train? 
There are times in our lives when friends and family ask, "What can I do to help 
out?" The answer is usually to help them with a meal. When many friends give a 
meal, this is a Meal Train. 

mealtrain.com is a free meal calendar tool that makes planning meals among a wide group easy 
and less stressful.                                                                                                                                 
Please go to the link above and choose the date you would like to provide a meal. To deliver meals, 
their address is: 1436 Shelly Ct. Highland 48356. If you have any questions about Meal Train, 
please contact Patricia Hartsell at 810.625.7466. Thank you so much for showing support to one in 
our Faith Family! Please keep Tracie and her family in your prayers. 

https://mealtrain.com/e9w84o
http://mealtrain.com/


Our Early Christmas Eve Worship Service 

Thank you children, for showing us the TRUE meaning of 

Christmas in the story of Jesus’ birth. 

God bless each of you with His love and care. 



 

January  2020  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Elders                         
Guy York                 

Mike Stanley 

Trustees                 
Steve Tino                

Justin Thurm 

 1   Office Closed 2                               
7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

3 4 

5  Communion           
8:30 Worship             
9:45 Adult Bible 
Study, Sunday        
School &                       
Confirmation Class                
11:00 Worship            
Undecorate fol-
lowing late service 

6                                 

11:00am Senior Fit 

7                                
12:00pm AA              

8:00pm Alanon 

8                                 
9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study                          

11:00am Senior Fit 

9                                 
9:00am Sewing     
7:00pm Trustees                    
7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

10                                  

11:00am Senior Fit 

11                            
9:00am                         

Planning Session 

12                                
8:30 Worship             
9:45 Adult Bible 
Study, Sunday        
School &                       
Confirmation Class                
11:00 Worship         
12:00 Elders               

1-3pm F.L.Y. 

13                               

11:00am Senior Fit 

14                                   
12:00pm AA              

8:00pm Alanon 

15                                  
9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study                                                    

11:00am Senior Fit 

16                              
9:00am Sewing                                              
7:00pm Boy 
Scouts                       

7:30pm Voters 

17                                   

11:00am Senior Fit 

18                               
11:30am                  

Men’s B-n-B 

19 Communion           
8:30 Worship             
9:45 Adult Bible 
Study, Sunday        
School &                       
Confirmation Class                
11:00 Worship        

12:00 Brd of Ed. 

20                               

11:00am Senior Fit 

21                             
12:00pm AA              

8:00pm Alanon 

22                              
9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study                                                 

11:00am Senior Fit 

23                                 
9:00am Sewing                                             
7:00pm Boy 

Scouts  

24                                    

11:00am Senior Fit 
25 

26                                   
8:30 Worship             
9:45 Adult Bible 
Study, Sunday        
School &                       
Confirmation Class                
11:00 Worship 

27                                 

11:00am Senior Fit 

28                              
12:00pm AA              

8:00pm Alanon 

29                               
9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study                                                   

11:00am Senior Fit 

30                              
9:00am Sewing                                             
7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

31                                
11:00am Senior Fit 

7:00pm Game Nite 
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Highland, MI 48356 

 

Rev. Jonathan Moyer 

248-887-5550 

E-mail: office@faithhighland.com 

Website: faithhighland.com 

       
 

 

 

The Holiday Extravaganza Parade 

in  Pontiac. Behind those costumes 

are: 

 

Neil Hornbacher 

Laura Hornbacher 

Max Ley 

Katilin (Max’s girlfriend) 

Steve Foradori 

Marie (friend of Steve) 

 

 


