
If your summer travel plans involve being away from Faith on Sundays, may I encourage you to make 
the Divine Service a part of your travel itinerary?  Our synod makes a very useful resource available for 
finding local churches, worship times, and pastoral care should the need arise.  It's at 
the locator.lcms.org website. 
 

So if you visit another church this summer, or if you've ever given thought to how you have received 
visitors at Faith, I offer the following excerpt from a Lutheran Witness article I read, for your                       
consideration: 

In Defense of Unfriendly Churches. 

After a few days of driving and sight-seeing, and a few nights of hotel pools or campfires, 
Sunday morning arrives. You pull into the foreign parking lot ready to receive God’s    
familiar Word & Sacrament. You have prepared your hearts through contrition,            
repentance and faith, just as you would at home.  
 

I am asking for just one thing: your sympathy. I ask you, as brothers and sisters in Christ, 
to have compassionate hearts in relation to one of the first things you may notice — and 
one of the things I most often hear from my own friends, family, and parishioners when 

they return from visiting elsewhere: “What an unfriendly church!” 
 

I cringe when I hear this, not because I think it is true — if it is, that is sad. Rather, I cringe because, 
whether the accusation is leveled because of the pastor, the official “greeter” or a random person in the 
neighboring pew, it usually reveals a hasty generalization based on interactions with one or two people 
and a misguided sense that passing such a snap judgment on our fellow Christians is a good and useful 
thing.  
 
So when I plead with you to visit with sympathy and love I am merely asking you to remember what the 
church is: a refuge for sinners. 
 
The awkward greeter who did not seem very friendly, who didn’t know quite what to say to you, is a  
fellow sinner redeemed by the blood of Christ. Perhaps he is an introvert, leaving his “comfort zone” to 
volunteer as a greeter because his church needs him. Yet the truth remains that his primary reason for 
coming to the Divine Service is that he desperately hungers and thirsts for the righteousness of Christ 
to be delivered to him. He has come to be fed, and we vacationers should remember that we are there 
for the same reason.  
 
In the same way, a silent and “unfriendly” person in a neighboring pew may be a woman whose mouth 
has brought her nothing but trouble all week — reprimands from her boss, arguments with her teenage 
daughter, criticism from her in-laws. Perhaps she fears that if she opens her mouth one more time the 
result will be as abysmal. Yet she has come to listen, to hear God’s Word, to receive the absolution and 
to be healed. As surely as your vacation will suffer no lack of family disagreements, you can sympathize 
with this woman who needs Jesus to forgive and sanctify her. 
 
By now you may be convinced to take it easy on the greeters and the pew-neighbors, but surely the 
pastor deserves this criticism! “It’s his job to be friendly!” we think to ourselves. I will not pretend to 
know what behaviors prompt the criticism, nor will I attempt to explain them all away. I only can add 
from personal experience and from God’s Word that what I’ve written above about the laity is true of the 
pastor, too. He is what I am — a sinner, who needs the Word of God and the sacrament of the Altar to 
heal him and strengthen his faith also. There are many Sundays when the pastor himself is burnt out, 
broken down, and needing to hear his own proclamation of the Gospel as much — if not more than — 
any of those present.  
 
So as we visit sister congregations this summer, let us never fail to remember what the Church is:         
not a five-star resort for visiting saints but a haven for sinners, including us. And as we rejoice in that 
reality, let us also look with love and compassion upon our brothers and sisters in Christ at the local 
congregation. They have not come there to pass a fly-by-night stranger’s “friendly or unfriendly” test. 
They are there for the same reason we all are — to receive the Word and Sacraments for the for-
giveness of their sins and the strengthening of their faith for the trials ahead. 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 
3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

(248) 887-5550 

FAX (248) 889-8115 
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Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 

Applying Biblical Teachings 
 

“Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just 
as we told you” (1 Thess. 4:11). 

 

Peace and harmony are the last things Satan wants in a Christian’s life. He constantly tries to stir up 
our sinful hearts to cause adversity and dissension. He appeals to our sinful human reason to entangle 
and unsettle us. Satan wants us to follow our own sinful human reason and hearts and not devote  
ourselves to our duty and calling. He wants us to become involved in much foolishness and to have 
disturbances surround us. 

 

When we allow strife, contention and division of our own making to surround us, we endanger our faith 
and are a hindrance to the work of the church. We become meddlers, busy-bodies and roadblocks to 
the work of the Gospel. We may even show our dissatisfaction with our Lord and our church by      
withholding our first-fruits offerings. 

 

In his first letter to the Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul told us to strive to live Christian lives of       
godliness and honesty. We mind our own affairs and work diligently at our calling and in fulfilling our 
duties. By the working of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel message, we study to be quiet toward  
others, to be of a calm and quiet temper, and to be of a peaceable disposition. We do not withhold 
from our Lord what rightfully belongs to Him and His work here at Faith Lutheran Church. 

 

We must always remember that Christ’s suffering and death did not discharge us from our duties and 
calling in life. Rather, the Holy Spirit guides us to carry out God’s will with great diligence. And through 
His power, in Christ, our hearts and minds are quieted. 

 

In Christ, we also live this Christian life of quiet diligence as God’s Word tell us to do: So that our daily 
life may win the respect of outsiders (1 Thess. 4:12) and that they may see our good deeds and praise 
our Father in heaven (Matt. 5:15). 



Minutes From Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
May 16, 2019 

 

Stephen Ministry – Guy York gave an in-depth 
presentation from his 6 days of Stephen Ministry 
training in St. Louis.  He shared some of the     
resources they have developed over the last 40 
years, the two components; Administration and 
Ministry, the process of selecting and training 
Stephen Ministers as well as identifying Care    
receivers.  Guy thanked the congregation for their 
support and is anxious to get it started here at 
Faith.   

Pastors Report – Pastor reported that Summer 
Sunday School will begin June 2

nd
.  There will be 

food and fellowship between services with a brief 
devotion and activity from 10-10:30 am. This    
includes all ages gathering to learn and grow   
together. 

Old Business – Tom reported the CPR training 
went well. 

New Business – Chris opened discussion for the 
Summer Picnic, it will be July 28

th
.  Pastor would 

also like to have “Apple of His Eye Ministry’s” 
come to our church on August 11

th
 and present 

the sermon as well as Bible Study. “ Apple of His 
Eye” is an organization within the LCMS that    
focuses on Jewish evangelism.  We would be   
responsible for housing, (pastor has members 
that are willing to host), mileage (not to exceed 
$175), allowing materials to be distributed and 
possibility of door offerings.  After group           
discussion, Tom moved that we invite members 
of “Apple of His Eye Ministries”, and pay guest 
pastor wage, reimburse mileage (not to exceed 
$175), and a free will offering.  Guy second, and 
all approved.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. by 
Dean.  Tom closed the meeting with our closing 
prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sherry Hanovich, Recording Secretary 

 

In Attendance—Dean Ayers, Tom and Chris 
Buckthorpe, Pastor Moyer, Karen Cowart,           
Sherry Hanovich, Guy York, Steve Tino, Laura 
Hornbacher, Neil Hornbacher, Kathy VanGordon, 
Jacque Rhodes, Mike Stanley, Sharon Vogel, 
and Bill Erfourth. 

The Voters Assembly was called to order by 
President, Dean Ayers at 7:30 p.m.  Tom started 
the meeting with our Opening Prayer.   

Previous meeting minutes were read by Sherry 
Hanovich.  Chris motioned to accept minutes,  
Karen second and all approved.   

Board of Elders – Mike Stanley explained the  
Funeral Policy is being finalized.  It will be       
distributed to the elders for approval. 

Outreach – Kathy announced that the Helping 
Hands event went well and the work was       
completed.  The Brighton Pregnancy diaper drive 
started on Mother’s Day and is going well.       
The Outreach group may look into another       
organization next year. 

Board of Trustees – Steve reported he received 
another quote for our heating system.  It’s        
approximately $8,000.00 less than the first quote.  
The trustees have decided to contract with the 
most recent quote and told the contractor to     
order the equipment.  They also received a quote 
for a 10’ awning over the newer sanctuary doors.  
Next week they are meeting with a floor installer 
to get a quote for the sanctuary floor.   

Treasurers Report—The treasurers report was 
presented by Bill Erfourth.  Mike motioned to   
accept report, Karen seconded and all approved.  
Report on file. 

Music Ministry – Jacqueline thanked the Faith 

family for allowing the Huron Valley Community 

Chorus practice in the fellowship hall.  A donation 

was received from Huron Valley Chorus.  

Jacqueline also thanked the adult choir members 

for their time, and talent whenever they were 

asked.   



Congratulations to those  
celebrating birthdays in 
June: 

 

  1 Brooke Prater  17 Janet Hannewald 

  1 Claire Tesolin  17 Abigail Reich 

  4 Bill Erfourth  18 Ashton Egan 

  6 Becki Wathan  18 David Kruskinski 

  7 Kathy Lemke  18 Brooke Scrivo 

  7 Declan McMurran  19 Darcy Reich 

  9 Mickey Detrick  19 Alaina Thurm 

  9 Michael Shaw, Jr.  19 Ilene Yanke 

  9 Elliott Smith  22 Kiley Genson 

10 Judy Kiley   22 Brendon Rickle 

11 Janet Kramb  27 Leah Russell 

11 Wendy Schreiner  28 Dan Brown 

13 Nancy Lauer  28 Nathan Hanovich 

14 Tom Heger   29 Steve Foradori 

16 Shawn Jones  29 Austin Swackhamer 

Congratulations to those 
celebrating anniversaries 
in June: 

  

Chuck & Mary Jo Behr  6-14-1958 
Bryan & Tracie Smith  6-16-2001 
Dane & Deana VanCura  6-16-2018 
Greg & Sherri Steigerwalt  6-25-1988 
Kyle & Shawn Jones  6-30-2007 

Our mission is to welcome 
and unite God’s people to 
nurture faith through the 
Gospel, and provide        
opportunities and                              
commitment to serve 
Christ through our ministry 
within the congregation 
and the community. 

Men's B-n-B        
 

Men's B n B will next meet on    
Saturday, June 15th at 11:30 at 
church.  We will begin with a      
devotion led by Pastor and              
afterwards travel to the White 
Lake Inn for lunch. 

It is Father's Day weekend, so sons, invite your 
fathers and grandfathers; fathers, invite your sons 
and/or grandsons! 

Hope to have you join us. 

Please save your cans 
and bottles. FLY will be 
having a can and bottle 

drive again on June 8
th

. 
 

Thanks so much from the 
FLY Youth Group!!! 

 

 

 
 

A very special Happy Birthday to  

Claire Tesolin  

who will turn 90 on June 1, 2019!!! 



!!! A Rummage Sale Thank You !!! 
 

Once again, we had a very good Rummage Sale. The crew was as follows: 

 

 Frank Redman Jo-Ann Ruczynski 

 Connie Redman Jan Adler 

 Jim Steck  Jan Scheiwe 

 Marlene Steck Marilyn Dicks 

 George Rilett  Diane York 

 Sandy Rilett  Nancy Lombardo 

 Sharon Vogel Pam Friend 

 Pat Labatsky  Kat Gorkiewicz 

 Linda Brown  Mitch Gorkiewicz 

 Bill Erfourth  Theresa Erfourth 

 

They are the very best. They are very good in what they do. They have done it for so many years, its 
just old school to them. 

 

We made just over $1,000, which I’m very happy for, and we donate to Seeing Eye in Rochester, 
Concordia Food Closet, and our own Faith Youth. Being that all good things come to an end sooner 
or later, Yvonne and I have decided that this was our last year of collecting treasures for a rummage 
sale. If anyone is interested in taking over for next year, we will be very happy to help them out to get 
it started. Just wanted to say thank you for the many years that we have worked together making 
each and every one fun and profitable. 

 

God’s blessings to all, 

 

Yvonne & Karen. 

 

P.S. If I didn’t list your name, I’m very 
sorry. I lost my list. 

 

 



(From the family who received help from our Helping Hands group.) 

 

To—Faith Lutheran Church, Pastor and Members, 
 

I want to thank you for all your kindness and help at a time when 
it was needed and appreciated. 
 

Over time, I may not remember all of the names of the           
volunteers or even their faces, but I will remember there are generous people in the 
world. Your church is an example of that. 
 

You asked for nothing in return. So many people of this generation are not used to                 
receiving acts of kindness. That alone I will remember. 
 

I am a writer/artist and would like to share one of my poems with you. I hope you                
understand and enjoy what I have written. 
 

This particular poem can be found in a published book called,                                                
America at The Millennium. Copyright 2000. 
 

Thank you very much for a job well done. 
 

Carol A. Pace 

Memories of Autumn 
 

Autumn brings many wonderful changes. 

The golden rays of the sun change living things. 

There is a sense of urgency as the sun’s warmth 

Slowly yields to the chill of Autumn. 

Autumn is when life proudly goes on parade. 

Its season is special; it greets you with a smile. 

Autumn is near. Autumn is here. 

Beneath the tallest of trees, you’re protected by nature’s serenity. 

Autumn brings colorful leaves to rest upon the ground. 

It takes time when life takes time to catch its breath. 

It reflects on wonders of a seasons growth. 

Autumn is near. Autumn is here. 

The chill of its delicate breeze brings warmth to your heart. 

Its delicate grasses are as sensitive as the touch of your hand. 

Autumn is near. Autumn is here. 
 

Carol A. Pace 

(author) 
 

Recopied 5/19 



 

Chris Buckthorpe gets help from 
the children as they form a          

production line getting the hot 
dogs ready for the softball team 

and spectators at one of our 
Monday evening games. 

 

Come out and join in the fun & 
fellowship!!! 

 

Placing Flags on the Graves at the National Cemetery in Holly 
(Thank you, Youth, for this very special outreach event.) 
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Collection Drive for Brighton Pregnancy Help Center Continues 

Our Outreach Ministry is collecting the following items to aid 
the Brighton Pregnancy Help Center. You may bring your    
donated items in to church between Mother’s Day and           
Father’s Day. Thank you so much for your continued support 
to outreach in our community. 

Here are some of the items they have asked for: 

Cloth Diapers and Diaper Pins. 

$20 gas cards. 

White copy paper for parent education packets and homework. 

Paper products such as paper plates, towels, plastic silverware and Styrofoam cups for Mother and 
Child support groups. 

Infant Bath tubs - white for layette gift to new moms. 

Infant Health Care Kits or Safety Kits for layette gift to new moms, available at Meijers or Walmart. 

Cleaning supplies - Clorox/Lysol wipes, Lysol disinfecting spray. 

New Member Sunday 
 

On New Member Sunday, May 5, 
we welcomed Rhonda & Kendall 

LaVelle and Geri Lightfoot (pictured 
to right) and Mickey Detrick 

(pictured below). A lovely reception 
was enjoyed, and many members 
welcomed these new members to 

our Faith Family! 



SAVE THE DATES & PLEASE PLAN ON JOINING US 

FOR A FUN-FILLED WEEK ~ 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 

VBS  2019 

JULY 22-26, 6-8:30 p.m 

 
 

Day 1:   God loves us all. 

Psalm 145:9 ~  “The Lord is good to everyone.  He showers compassion on all his  
creation.” 

 

Day 2:  God loves us and takes care of us. 

1 Peter 5:7 ~  “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.” 

 

Day 3:  God loves us when others don’t.  

Psalm 118:6 ~  “The Lord is for me, so I will have no fear.  What can mere people do 
to me?” 

 

Day 4:  God loves us and sent his Son, Jesus. 

John 3:16 ~  “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 

 

Day 5:  God loves us and wants us to share his love. 

John 13:34 ~  “Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.” 



Save the Date: 

Church Picnic—Sunday, 

July 28th !!! 

Look for more info soon! 

If you would like to 

purchase flowers for 

the church and take 

them home after the 

second service, the 

cost will be $22.50 

for one vase and 

$45.00 for both. Your payment should be 

placed in an envelope in the collection plate 

with your name and a notation of the date 

for which you are paying. The new calendar 

has been posted. Thank you. 

Also note, if flowers are not picked up by 
Tuesday morning,  Pastor will gladly           
distribute the flowers during visits with shut-
ins and people in the hospital.                                      

Yikes!!  Urgent Response Needed … 
 

Are you interested in attending the Senior Fit class held here at Faith?  If so, you need to mark 
your calendars for June 17

th
 and set your alarm clocks for 5:00 am to register at 

248.858.3952. 
 
Our class had its post-assessment and pre-registration on Monday, May13th.   We have 27 already 
signed up and two members who attended and were unable to attend that assessment, but were go-
ing to another location.  That means the class is pre-registered with 29. 
 
Class size was going to be capped at 35, but as we have the space (by taking all tables and chairs 
down), they are willing to take the class to 40 participants. 
 
That leaves room for 11 more – on a “FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE” basis.   
 
St. Joseph's Wellness Center will begin taking registrations at 5:00 am on June 17th.  Leaders ex-
pect all classes to be filled by 10:00 am.  People not able to register will be placed on a waiting list 
and will need to wait until October to learn whether they can get in. 
 
There are other classes available if you’re interested and unable to get into the one here at Faith. 
 
 

 



Jeremy Tiberg, son of former members, Rich and Christy Tiberg 
and grandson of Larry and Connie House, graduated from             
Cedarville University with honors, a 4.0 G.P.A. on May 4th. He  
majored in Computer Science with minors in both Bible and           
Mathematics. He has been hired by Northrop Grumman in            
Cincinnati. He is engaged to Sarah Spotts and plans to be       
married in the summer of 2020.  

To All of Our Graduates: 

May the Lord bless each of you with His love & care as you pursue your future plans! 

Altar Guild -- A Living Faith Opportunity 
 
Are you looking for a way to be more involved at Faith?  Please consider           
joining the Altar Guild, an important ministry for our church! 
 
Altar Guild duties at the early service include setting the altar table for               
communion and changing the colors of the altar paraments.  Late service          
involves removing, cleaning and storing communion ware in the sacristy, and 
take home any soiled linens that need to be laundered and ironed. 

 
Currently, we have eight members who commit to 3 months of service, spaced throughout the 
year.  Two dedicated members have asked to "pass the baton" and be removed from the rotation 
schedule.  One is an early service and the other a late service member. 
 
Each month requires approximately 2 hours of service (total).  More time is required with mid-week 
communion and months with a third Sunday.   
 
You can volunteer alone, or as a team with a friend or family member -- young or old, and                
demonstrate your Living Faith in this very important church function.  
 
Please prayerfully consider joining our group of workers!  Should you want to join us, or need more 
information, kindly contact Theresa Erfourth (early service) or call her at 248.887.7567 or email 
at terfourth@comcast.net.  
 
Thanks in advance for your consideration. 

mailto:terfourth@comcast.net


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Elders                
Bob Holloway   
Carl Lemke 

Trustees                 
Dennis Goers   
Mike Acree 

    1 

2 Communion           
8:30 Worship            
10:00 Sunday 
School for ALL 
Ages                       

11:00 Worship 

3                            

6:30pm Softball 

4                              

12noon AA               
8:00pm AA &       

ALANON 

5                                  

9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study 

6 7 8 

9                            

8:30 Worship            
10:00 Summer 
Sunday School  & 
Fellowship Time                    
11:00 Worship             

12:00 Elder’s Mtg 

10                         

6:30pm Softball 

11                            

12noon AA               
8:00pm AA &       

ALANON 

12                           

9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study            

6:30pm F.L.Y. 

13                         

7:00pm Trustees 
14 15                          

8:30am Outreach 

Meeting at Skybox 

 

11:30am                     
Men’s                                                                    

B-n-B 

16                        

Communion         
8:30 Worship            
10:00 Summer 
Sunday School                       
11:00                             

Worship 

17                        

6:30pm Softball 

18                             

12noon AA               
8:00pm AA &       

ALANON 

19                         

9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study              
11:00am Card     

Ministry 

20                          

7:30pm Voter’s 
21 22 

23                               

8:30 Worship            
10:00 Summer 
Sunday School & 
Fellowship Time                      

11:00 Worship 

24                          

6:30pm Softball 

25                          

12noon AA               
8:00pm AA &       

ALANON 

26                          

9:30am Women’s 
Bible Study              

6:30pm F.L.Y. 

27                            

6:30pm Stephen 

Ministry Meeting 

28                             29 

30 Communion         
8:30 Worship            
10:00 Summer 
Sunday School  & 
Fellowship Time                     

11:00 Worship 

      

June 2019 



The Work of a Christian Father 
 

Martin Luther taught that God calls all Christians to use their daily work to serve others. Living in 
the Middle Ages, he used a rather progressive example to illustrate his point:  

 

“[Our natural reason says,] ‘Alas, must I rock the baby, wash its diapers, make its bed, smell its 
stench, stay up nights with it, take care of it when it cries …?’ What then does Christian faith say 
to this?  

 

“It says, ‘O God, because I am certain that thou hast created me as a man and hast from my 

body begotten this child, I also know for a certainty that it meets with thy perfect pleasure. I           

confess to thee that I am not worthy to rock the little babe or wash its diapers, or to be entrusted 

with the care of the child and its mother. … O how gladly will I do so.’” 

Faith Lutheran Church 

3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

 
 

Rev. Jonathan Moyer 

248-887-5550 

E-mail: office@faithhighland.com 

Website: faithhighland.com 
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