
                     The Bible Tells Me So 
 

We all remember singing the words to Jesus Loves Me and  
concluding, yes, I can believe this because “the Bible tells me 
so.”  An endearing and sweet, simple expression of the tender 
faith  of a child.  But for many in this so-called “post-Church” 
era, that reasoning is no longer sufficient, and child-like faith is 
seen as something to leave behind.  Nowadays there are        
challenges to the Bible’s truth claims, its accuracy, historicity, 
authenticity, and reliability.  How can you cling to faith in a           
savior when the source material is discredited?  Are there            
answers to skeptical questions? 

Well, I believe there are, and you could just take my word for it – but singing “Jesus 
loves me, my pastor knows…the Bible tells him so” isn’t very compelling is it?  The 
Sunday School song says it’s “this I know.”  In the creeds it’s “[this] I believe…”  Now, 
it’s not knowing the knowledge that gives faith and eternal life; it’s the one of whom we 
learn, know, and believe that gives these things.  The one who is revealed in the 
words of Scripture.  The one who is The Word.  And for this, we pray that the Holy 
Spirit would engage the entirety of our hearts and our minds, to engage the questions 
of our faith as we follow the Word made flesh; Jesus.  For this we study the Bible, we 
even study books about the Bible, and we do so together so that we can learn and 
grow together, ask the difficult questions, and exercise patience with each other, and 
with the world.   

I hope you make opportunity each week for studying the reasons for the hope that is 
within you.  I would certainly invite you to do so with us at Faith on Sunday mornings. 

Even when we face the difficult questions for which the answers escape us, we yet 
rely on Jesus.  We turn to the one who is the author and perfecter of our faith.  When 
faced with doubt and despair our confession joins that of the disciples, “Lord to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 

 

-Pastor Moyer 

 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for           
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.  
         - II Timothy 3:16-17 

 

For more information check out the following resources: 
How We Got the Bible – video based study presented by Rev. Dr. Paul Maier.  View online at 

www.lhm.org 

Why Should I Trust the Bible? – by Rev. A. Trevor Sutton, available from CPH.org 

Faith Lutheran Church 
3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

(248) 887-5550 

FAX (248) 889-8115 
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Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 
 

Applying Biblical Teachings 

 

Have you seen a miracle lately? Have you looked in a mirror today? In his Popular            
Commentary of the Bible, Paul Kretzmann wrote, “ . . . every Christian is a miracle in his own 
eyes: the creation of the new man is finished, and he is gaining every day in strength and  
power.” 

 

Kretzmann’s statement amplifies what the Apostle Paul wrote in his second letter to the       
Corinthians, “ . . . if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come” (2 Cor. 5:17). Jesus vanquished the old sinful Adam through His death and               
resurrection. The old Adam has been drowned in the water of Baptism. We are God’s new  
creation! We are God’s miracle, “ . . . God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph. 2:10). 

 

Through God’s gracious work, our hearts and minds are set on Jesus Christ. Our attitudes   
toward the “things” of this world have radically changed. We “ . . . seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). In Christ, we are no longer of the darkness of the world, but “ . 
. . are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). That’s why Jesus said, “ . . . let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

 

We let our light shine through the good works we do in Christ. We show mercy and give,        
in contrast to those who borrow and do not repay (Psa. 37:21). We hold possessions with an 
open hand and “refresh” others with our bounty (Prov. 11:24-25). We are honest and        
demonstrate our faith by our work and integrity (1 Thes. 4:12-12). We give to those in need    
(1 John 3:17). We are generous in all things (2 Cor. 9:11) and demonstrate to a watching world 
the love of God. 

 

We are truly a miracle, saved from darkness and brought into the Marvelous Light. Through 
the Lord Jesus, who is the Light of the World, we are a light to the world. 



Minutes From Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
January 17, 2019 

 

In attendance:  Dean Ayers, Tom and Chris Buckthorpe, Pastor   
Moyer, Sharon Vogel, Karen Cowart,  Bill Erfourth, Mike Stanley, Bill 
Kiley, Jacque Rhodes, Sherry Hanovich, Guy York, Steve Tino, and 
Neil Hornbacher 

The Voters Assembly was called to order by President, Dean Ayers 
at 7:30 p.m.  Tom started the meeting with our Opening Prayer.   
Pastor Moyer gave a devotion from John 2:1-5. 

Previous meeting minutes were read by Sherry Hanovich.   One 
change was requested by Dean to include the amount of Pastors 
housing.   Motion was made by Chris to accept minutes; seconded by 
Sharon and approved.  

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Moyer has been looking at our Mission 
Statement, process for welcoming visitors and revisiting our wedding 
and funeral policy. It is important that these identify us and get out 
the right message.  His next Sunday Bible study will concentrate on 
Hebrews.  The theme for Lent has been chosen.  It is Concordia’s 
“Behold the Man”.  

Board of Elders – Bill Kiley gave the Elders report.  Mickey Detrick 
has been accepted into membership via Affirmation of Faith.  Mike 
and Bill continue to work with Pastor on finalizing the Safety         
procedures, funeral and wedding policies.  Once finalized they will go 
to elders for review.    The elders approved “Behold the Man” for our 
daily devotions for Lent and Easter.  The elders also discussed 
changing Easter Service times from 6:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m., emailing monthly newsletters instead of mailing, 
and having a visitor packet to pass out.  Lenten services will be held 
at 7:00 p.m.  Next elders meeting will be February 10th after late  
service.  Report on file. 

The Board of Faith Family and Community Outreach – Neil         
Hornbacher reported for the Outreach Committee.  The new banner 
design was reviewed and some modifications were made.  Steve 
Delor will finalize design with flag company.    Outreach is seeking 
fund raisers for the FLY conference.  They will poll the congregation 
for an event that many will be interested in participating in. The Faith 
Helping Hands Outing will be the last Saturday in April.  Next      
meeting:  February 9, 2019 8:30-9:30.   Report on file.  

Board of Trustees - Steve Tino reported there will be a work bee  
Saturday – January 19th.  Projects will be:  disassembling unneeded 
Sunday school dividers, installation of a ceiling projector in coffee 
room, repairing kitchen lighting and checking the restroom paper 
towel dispensers.  The new sanctuary doors have new hinges and 
are working properly.  Also, the concrete pad was poured for the 
dumpster and the dumpster will be moved onto the pad.  In the 
spring, three walls will be built around the dumpster.  Report on file.  

Treasurers Report – Bill Erfourth reported Christmas offerings were 
generous and took us from a deficit to a surplus.  Surplus funds were 
placed in our Pavilion fund.  Bill Kiley motioned to accept and       
seconded by Chris and approved.  Budget on file.  

Music Ministry – Jacque announced preparation for Lent, Holy 
Week and Easter music is underway.  The adult choir will begin   
February 6th at 7:00 p.m.  Any questions should be directed to her at 
jacquelinerhodes@comcast.net.  Watch the Sunday bulletins for   
information regarding the chime choir. Contact Sue Raupp at          
dotraupp@aol.com if you have any questions.  Jacque sought        
guidance for repairing and adjusting our chimes herself, thus saving 
$500.  Report on file. 

Communicant membership applications or transfers – Karen 
Cowart motioned to accept Mickey Dietrick into Faith Lutheran  
membership.  Bill Erfourth seconded and all approved.   

Old Business – Bill Erfourth reported that our altar chalice has been 
recoated and finished and will be used this Sunday – January 20th.  
Dean asked for conversation regarding the addition to the church, it 
was decided to table the conversation until February.   

New Business – After discussion to adjust Easter service start 
times, Chris motioned to change the Easter Church Service times 
from 6:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  Dean 
seconded, all approved.  Lent and Easter services times will be as 
follows: 

 

Lent Services:   7:00 p.m..  March 6, 13, 20 and 27,  
    April 3 and 10                                                                                                                            

Maundy Thursday Service:    

  7:00 p.m.  April 18                                                            
Good Friday Services:    

  1:00 & 7:00 p.m.     April 19                                        
Easter Services:   7:00 & 10:30 a.m.   April 21 

 

Karen reported that the Bereavement committee will be replacing the 
vertical blinds on the serving window of the kitchen.  Karen also   
announced Faith’s Rummage Sale will be held May 7th (set-up), May 
8th (9 a.m. – 7p.m.), May 9th (9 a.m. – 7 p.m.) and May 10th (9 a.m. – 
noon).   

Mike Stanley explained the elders would like to have a handout and 
small gift, e.g. refrigerator magnet with church information, to give to 
visitors.  Dawn Claus is updating the outdated pamphlet.  Sherry 
Hanovich will work with the elders to pull together a package.   

Dean expressed interest in sending the newsletter out via email due 
to increased postage, high expense of printing in color and the man 
hours to print, assemble, fold and mail.  The annual cost to print 
newsletters is $3,000-$4,000.  There was discussion regarding  
members without the ability to view on a computer, our shut-in’s and 
those that prefer having a printed format.  Pastor Moyer said he 
would deliver to the shut-in’s and several copies will be made           
available at the church.  Dean suggested we continue to mail the 
February/March issue of the newsletter and start emailing for the 
April newsletter.  Karen motioned to accept the new newsletter          
mailing procedure, Chris seconded and all approved.   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. by Dean.  Tom closed the 
meeting with our closing prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Sherry Hanovich,  

Recording Secretary 

mailto:jacquelinerhodes@comcast.net
mailto:dotraupp@aol.com


Congratulations to 
those celebrating 
birthdays in February: 

 

 

  2 Sue Holloway  16 Tom Lombardo 

  7 Marilyn Dicks  17 Lisa Heater 

  7 Andrea Rakestraw 20 Alex Wheatley 

  7 Tom Tesolin  22 Melynda Penny 

  8 Kelly Browning  24 Mary Jo Behr 

  8 Jack Nicholas  25 Jacob Prater 

  9 Devon Buckthorpe 26 Phillip Acree 

11 Katie Holland  26 Kat Schatz 

13 Scott Swackhamer 28 Patrycja Krzok 

Congratulations to 
those celebrating       

anniversaries in February: 
 
Dennis & Donna Goers  2-05-1983 
Gary & Nancy Lauer  2-08-1964 
Ray & Sandy Schnueringer 2-08-1958 
Jon & Erin Rickle   2-10-1996 
Jack & Dawn Pattee  2-16-1985 
Tim & Megan Mars   2-23-2008 

Our mission is to welcome 
and unite God’s people to 
nurture faith through the 
Gospel, and provide        
opportunities and                              
commitment to serve 
Christ through our ministry 
within the congregation 
and the community. 

Three in One 

 

Everyday objects can serve as simple lessons 
about biblical truth. To illustrate the profound   
concept of the Trinity, for example, some teachers 
use an apple, an egg or a three-leaf clover. During 
winter, you can point to a kid-friendly snowman to 
describe how God is Three in One.  

 

The ball of snow on the 

base represents God the 

Father, our Creator and 

strong foundation. The           

middle ball, with stick arms 

reaching to the side,                

reminds us of Jesus, who 

died on the cross. And the 

snowman’s head stands for 

the Holy Spirit, our ever-

present Counselor who 

helps us and speaks God’s truth to us. 

 

But then again, our God is like no other and  no 

illustration will ever perfectly capture the unique 

and divine mystery of the three-in-one! 

Please Note: 

 

This will be the last newsletter to be 
mailed out to you. Starting in March, 

the newsletter will be sent                     
electronically, so if we do not have your 

email address, please send it to the 
church office email as soon as                

possible:                                            

office@faithhighland.com.  

If you do not have email or would still 
like a printed copy, we will make        

copies of the newsletter available to 
you at church. 



It is that time of year again where we are excited to begin to plan for one of Faith's most revered            
Outreach events, the annual Faith's Helping Hands.  This is an opportunity for our congregation to lift 
up someone within our congregation or community who may need a little help at their home.  Perhaps 
they have encountered an unexpected health or personal set-back, they are elderly or their home/yard 
needs attention beyond their physical capabilities.  This is where the power and love of the Faith  
Family can make a difference.  If you know someone in the local community or are someone in the 
congregation who could use the time, talent and love of our Faith Family to do some yard work, minor 
repairs, etc. around the house please submit their name to Jim Gilson (248-431-7987), Pastor or any 
Outreach member.    

A Thank You Note from The Luke Project 52 Clinic 
 

Dear Members of Faith Lutheran Church, Highland: 

Thank you for your contribution of $500 in 2018. No benefit was bestowed upon this donor in exchange for this contribution...other 
than the joy of giving to an organization that is seeking to “save babies, change lives, and help churches”. We are an exempt 

organization as described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; EIN # 81-2779813. 

2018 brought tremendous growth in our ability to carry out our mission: 

* In April Huron Valley Ambulance donated an ambulance which we converted into a mobile ultrasound unit. 

* In July our 35 foot mobile medical clinic built for us by Mobile Specialty Vehicles arrived and was immediately put to work 

* Our medical team staffing of volunteers increased from 17 to 31 

* The number of women and babies that we were able to see and help increased from 248 to 598 and we now have babies every-

where! 

* A partnership with the Detroit Health Department has brought an immunization station to every clinic so that our babies, their siblings, 

and our moms receive the immunizations they need. 

* We presented at OB/GYN Grand Rounds at the U of M and to the OB residents and leadership team of the DMC including their CEO 

* We began a pastoral internship program that brings a 4th year pre-sem student from CUAA on staff and we began an internship  

program with CUAA nursing students supervised by our Clinical Coordinator. 

These are just some of the highlights, but here are some things that I see happening in 2019: 

* Partnerships with two local hospital organizations that will send their physicians and residents to work and learn about relationship 

based health care at the Luke Project expanding our ability to care for our moms and babies. 

* Articles on The Luke Project will appear in national publications like The American Journal of Public Health. 

* Either an expansion to a 2nd site OR addition of clinic days at the current site. 

* WE WILL SAVE SOME BABIES WHO WOULD NOT HAVE LIVED IF WE WEREN’T HERE, CHANGE SOME LIVES THROUGH 

THE POWER OF LOVE, AND HELP SOME CHURCHES REACH MORE PEOPLE FOR CHRIST! 

Your contribution helped make this Great Compassion and Great Commission work possible.  Thank you! 

Yours for a lower infant mortality rate in Jesus’ Name, 

Rev. Brad Garrison RPh                                                                                                                                                                                                
Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                                                         
The Luke Project 52 Clinic                                                                                                                                                                                                         
thelukeproject52clinic.org                                                                                                                                                                                                

734-646-8206 

1/7/2019 



Christmas Eve Worship & Children’s Christmas Program 
 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, children, for a wonderful 
Christmas Program. You did a            

fantastic job!!! God bless each of you 
with His love and care.  



Installation  & Commissioning of Officers and  

Servants of the Church 

 

Thank you to all those who give of their time and talents for 

Faith Lutheran Church. 

F.L.Y. News 
This month the youth have been getting back into 
the swing of things.  Our first Family Game Night 
was held on Friday, January 25

th
.  We had our can  

drive which brought in $100. Thank you to all who 
contributed.  We are looking forward to February 
Movie Night and our Lock-In. 

 

 

 

Pictures of us taking 
the bottles and cans 
we collected to the 
store. 

 

 

 



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

January 2019 

Focused Ministries: 

 

Church Service Readers – contact Linda Brown at Church 248.887.5550 

 

Sunday Morning Greeters – contact Linda Brown at Church 248.887.5550 

 

Ushering a Service – contact Elders, Michael Stanley (248.887.8332) or Bill Kiley (248.787.9112) 

 

Acolyte a Service – contact Elders, Michael Stanley (248.887.8332) 

 

Women of Faith – contact Connie Redman (248.887.4475) 

 

Women’s Sewing Ministry – contact Connie Redman (248.887.4475) 

 

Vocal Choir – contact Jacque Rhodes (248.887.1514) 

 

Chime Choir – contact Sue Raupp (248.887.7884) 

 

Bereavement Committee – contact Karen Cowart (248.887.2084) or Yvonne Pirozek (248.698.1444) 

 

Opportunities to Serve: 

 
Monthly Voters Assembly – every third Thursday; contact Dean Ayers, President (248.388.0606) or    

Tom Buckthorpe, Vice President (248.685.0078) 

 

Board of Elders – contact Michael Stanley (248.887.8332) or Bill Kiley (248.787.9112) 

 

Board of Trustees – contact Steve Tino (248.459.2446) 

 

Committee on Stewardship and Finance – contact Bill Erfourth (248.887.7567) 

 

Board of Education – contact Laura Hornbacher (248-672-2556) for Sunday School; Phyllis Acree 

(248.8876.5559) and Andrea Thurm (248.529.3663) for Vacation Bible School 

 

Board of Faith Family & Community Outreach – contact Bonnie or Steve Delor (248.568.1942) 

 

Altar Guild – Theresa Erfourth (248.887.7567) 

 

Youth Group – contact Patricia Hartsell (810.714.0119) 

 

Advent and Lenten Pre-service Dinners – contact Chris Buckthorpe (248.685.0078) 



Father/Son Event Coming Soon 
 

Please note that the date of this event has  

CHANGED to March 17th!!! 
 

The date for the Faith Legacy Father/Son Event is now March 17th at Faith Lutheran from 12:30-
6:00 PM. There will be an orientation meeting on March 10th from 9:45-10:45 am.  

 

THE PURPOSE of this retreat is for sons and their fathers (or a sponsored father in cases where 
dad is unavailable) to spend quality time together while discussing what it means to become a 
man, specifically, God’s plan for a man. Together we’ll explore what it means for a man of God to 
be courageous, honorable, and faithful to the end. 

  

WHO may attend this retreat? Boys ages 10-14 may attend this retreat.. Non-members of Faith 
Lutheran are heartily invited and welcomed. All boys must be accompanied by a father or spon-

sored father. Pre-registrations are required. 

  

COST 

Cost per father/son team: 

$10 payable to Tracie Smith by March 10, 2019 

 

Invites will be sent out but additional brochures and registration sheets will be available in 

the church foyer soon. 

 

Calling all Scouts! 
 

Febuary 3rd is Scout Sunday!  

 

Please come to Faith wearing your Scout                  
uniform and be prepared to assist in the       

service exemplifying that a scout is reverent. 



PLEASE NOTE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If we have not received an updated photo of your 
family, please send one to the church office at:                                           

office@faithhighland.com  

 

Our hope would be to soon produce a new church 
family Photo Directory. 

 

Thanks in advance for your assistance! 

The 2019 Greeter Sign-Up 
Sheet is on the bulletin 
board at the bottom of the 
stairs at church. We are in 
need of greeters and we’d 
love to have you sign up to 
greet your fellow members 

and visitors. This makes people feel warm 
and welcome when entering our church. If 
you are available, please sign up to greet for 
a month or a Sunday at either the 8:30 or 
11:00 am service on Sunday morning. This 
is a great way to serve. If you have any 
questions about greeting, please feel free to 
contact Connie Redman—248-887-4475 or 
Connie Schutt—248-887-5846. Thanks for 
your prayerful consideration. 

Ripples of Kindness 

“I drop kindness pebbles in still water every day, and I watch the effect they have on other people’s lives. 
My favorite kindness pebbles are compliments. Drop a compliment and watch the ripple effect that it has 
in your life.”  

Remarkably, these cheery words come from a father who has faced many dark, difficult days. In 6 
Minutes Wrestling With Life, John Passaro tells of his daughter’s heart-wrenching battle with meningitis. 
The struggles didn’t make him bitter; rather, he frequently offers uplifting words on social media.  

What if we followed Passaro’s example and complimented people regularly? Philippians 4:8 (NIV)                

instructs us to think about things that are noble, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy. By            

extension, turning those positive thoughts into words causes “kindness pebbles” to spread God’s light in 

ripples throughout someone’s day — and, doubtless, through ours. 

Men's B n B                                                        
February 16th and March 9th 

We will have a Men's B-n-B on    
Saturday, February 16th starting 
at 11:30.  We will meet at the church 
for a short devotion and travel the      

Skybox Restaurant (NW  corner of Duck 
Lake and Highland roads).  

Then, in March, we will meet Saturday the 
9th at 11:30.  We will then drive up to the 
White Lake Inn on the corner of Jackson 
and Ormond roads. 

Please join us in good Christian                    
fellowship.  Mark your calendars now to 
avoid a scheduling conflict, or a senior          
moment. 

Choir News 

 

 

 

 

Adult Choir practice begins at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 6 thru to Ash Wednesday  
in preparation for Lent, Holy Week and Easter   
music!  JacquelineRhodes@comcast.net. 

Chime Choir, please watch Sunday                        
bulletins!  DotRaupp@aol.com. 

mailto:JacquelineRhodes@comcast.net.
mailto:DotRaupp@aol.com


Blessedly, feelings are not the measure of the realness or validity of an event. It is wonderful and 
lovely when our feelings are in alignment with reality, but the simple fact is that is not always the 
case. For example, I love my daughter, but I am not always filled with that warm glow of love. 
Sometimes I am quite frustrated by something she did. Sometimes, I'm just exhausted and can't 
really muster any feeling whatsoever. Yet I continue to press on, I feed her, clothe her, and try to 
make decisions that benefit her. The reality of my love for her, and the reality of her existence, and 
the reality of our relationship and the reality of our interactions are not determined by the state of 
my feelings. 

 

There may be moments where the reality of what is happening in the Lord's Supper may strike us 
in a unique way so that our emotions come into line with the reality of the Supper--Christ offers his 
body and Blood for the forgiveness of our sins to us in physical elements, building to the hope of 
participation in the Marriage Supper of the Lamb!--and there will be that supreme sense of joy and 
wonder and longing for Christ to come. And that is a wonderful thing, to be appreciated. 

 

But I think more wonderful is that even when I don't feel anything, God is still 

giving me Christ's body and Blood for the forgiveness of my sins. Because with 

a young child, my attention is often split during the whole service, and I scarcely 

have the time to compose my thoughts to consider this great gift, much less 

have an emotional response to this truth. Yet, I find peace in that it is not the 

strength of my emotional experiences that determine the efficacy of the sacra-

ment or the  quality of my faith. (David J Olson - Grokmoot Online Forum) 
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