
    What Child is This?  

Scripture is full of God’s promises and those promises are quite often manifested in 
the arrival of children.  The very first glimpse of the cross is revealed as God promises 
in Genesis 3: Eve’s offspring will be wounded as he destroys the serpent (Gen 3:15).  
It must be this promise that causes Eve to praise God upon the birth of her son Cain 
(Gen 4:1).  But this is not the foretold child. 
 
Aged and barren, Abraham and Sarah are promised numerous descendants; they 
can’t help but scoff at God’s proclamation.  But when God fulfills his promise, they 
name their son Laughter, and the line of promise is established (Gen 21). 
 
Manoah and his wife are visited by an angel and given specific instructions regarding 
the birth of their son, Samson (Judges 13). 
Year after year, Hannah fasts and prays for a child, until she delivers Samuel (1 Sam 
1). 

Zechariah and Elizabeth are promised a son, John, who will be the forerunner to the 
Christ. (Luke 1) 
 
All of these families had their part to play as God continued the promise of the        
one who would redeem Israel.  All of these families waited with expectation for the  
fulfillment of God’s promises, wondering what child would this be? 
 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might        
receive adoption as sons. (Gal 4:4-5) 
 
I hope you will join us this Advent and Christmas as we also ask, “What Child is 
This?”  Our services will focus on God’s activity throughout history to reveal and      
repeat his plan of salvation.  And on Christmas Eve the children of the congregation 
will lead us to hear this Word of life and joy, as 
we learn that this long-expected child is Jesus; 
born to die for the life of the world. 
 
A blessed Advent to you and yours. 

 

Pastor Moyer 

Faith Lutheran Church 
3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

(248) 887-5550 

FAX (248) 889-8115 
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Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 
 

Applying Biblical Teachings 

 

“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was 
his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to    
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:32-33). 

 

In these two verses, Luke gave great praise to the Christian congregation at Jerusalem. These 
verses exemplify God at work in His church through His believers. He is the great Provider, 
giving both the tools and knowledge to do the work at hand. 

 

Money was an important God-given tool used for the good of the believers. “There were no 
needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold 
them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed 
to anyone as he had need” (Acts 4:34-35). 

 

Through the preaching of the apostles, the knowledge that Jesus was the Christ, the Lord and 
Savior, was revealed. The Holy Spirit filled the hearts of the believers with Christ’s love. His 
love flowed from their hearts, and they performed great acts of kindness toward their fellow  
believers, the members of their congregation. 

 

Great grace was upon them, for they had been brought to faith in the risen Lord and Savior. 
Through the working of the Holy Spirit, they had approval with God and were aware of His 
mercy. As they gave evidence of their faith by showing love, respect and charity, they received 
the approval of their fellow men. 

 

God has provided Faith Lutheran Church with both the tools and the knowledge to do His 
work. By the power of the Holy Spirit working through the Gospel, Christ’s love flows from our 
hearts. In this love, we use the tools and knowledge He has given to do His work. 



Minutes From Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
November 15, 2018 

 

In attendance:  Dean Ayers, Pastor Moyer, Tom Buckthorpe, 
Bill Erfourth, Sherry Hanovich, Chris Buckthorpe, Sharon    
Vogel, Kathy VanGordon, Mike Stanley, Bill Kiley, Jacque 

Rhodes, and Guy York 

The Voters Assembly was called to order by President, Dean 
Ayers at 7:35 p.m.  Tom started the meeting with our Opening 

Prayer.  

Pastor led a devotion on 2 Timothy Chapter 2.   

Previous meeting minutes were read by Sherry Hanovich.   
Motion was made by Chris to accept minutes; seconded by Bill 

Kiley and approved.  

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Moyer reported he has been making 
plans with Patricia and Andrea for the National Youth              

Convention. 

Board of Education – No report   

Board of Elders – A report from the board of Elders was given 
by Mike Stanley.  The elders continue looking for new ways to 
keep record of fellowship.  The special services schedule of 

elders has been finalized.  No report on file 

The Board Outreach –Kathy reported the Luke 52 shower had 
wrapped up today and it went well.  The Outreach committee 
will discuss whether the shower will continue to be a way we 
support Luke 52.  The sock tree is up and Linda will have the 
Christmas Family board up before Thanksgiving.  The          
committee discussed possible 2019 service opportunities. A 

detailed report is on file.   

Stewardship Committee – Bill Erfourth reported the 2019  
Stewardship budget was reviewed.  Thrivent funds will be used 

to fund our Steven’s Ministry. 

Board of Trustees - Dean announced the snow contract is in 

place. 

Treasurers Report – Bill Erfourth presented the Treasurers 
Report.  It was reviewed.  Chris motioned to accept and      

seconded by Sharon and approved.  Budget on file.  

Music Ministry –Jacqueline explained the vast amount of 
thought and planning put into this years Christmas and Advent 
Services.  Choir has been practicing the “What Child is This” 
program since October.  The Thanksgiving service will be led 
by the choir.  The Christmas Eve program includes the adult 
choir, chimes, Sunday School children, and congregation.  
Jacqueline wishes to thank those who’ve loyally come to     
prepare for these services.  Help is needed pulling the props 
and manger from the attic; as well as guidance on staging our 
new altar setup.  She is also in need of new Christmas        
costumes (Jacqueline has fabric), as a significant number are 
now gone.  If you are willing to help, notify Jacqueline or     

Phyllis.  A detailed report is on file. 

 

Reinstate Voting Member  -  Mike motioned to reinstate Guy 

York as a voting member.  Chris seconded and all approved. 

Old Business  - Chris reported the Harvest Dinner was well 
attended and successful.  There were approximately 60     

people that attended.   

Pastor and Guy reported on the Stephens Ministry Program.  
Six people participated in the initial 4-hour training session.  
Guy York will serve as our Leader.  The group will be made  
up of caregivers.  The main function of a caregiver is to listen.  
Caregivers meet with care-receivers once per week.        
Caregivers will also meet with our leader and receive training 

twice a month.   

Chris stated our 16’ Christmas tree will no longer fit, due to the 
new altar layout.  She suggested we may want to look into a 
smaller tree.  Discussion took place on whether we could 
make the old tree work.  It was determined that getting a new 
tree would be best.  Kathy motioned to get a new 9’ Christmas 

tree, Mike Stanley seconded, all approved.   

New Business – Pastor Moyer attended the circuit meeting 
this past week.  At that meeting the Synod Convention       
delegates were determined; the Pastoral Delegate will be  
Pastor Andy Johnson and the Lay Delegate will be the pastor 

at St. Matthew’s in Walled Lake. 

Dean identified the open 2019 Faith elected officer positions:  
President, Vice President, one position on Board of Education, 
one position on Board of Outreach and a few elder positions.   
Chris motioned to re-elect Dean Ayers as President and Tom 
Buckthorpe as Vice President.  Bill Erfourth seconded and all 

approved.     

Bill Erfourth led conversation as to relocating the altar flowers.  
It was determined to use a single larger arrangement placed 
on a stand to the left of the altar.  This would eliminate the 
need to relocate the candelabra.  A stand for the flowers will 

either be built or purchased.   

Bill Erfourth presented the 2019 Faith Lutheran Church    
budget.  The report was reviewed.  Bill suggested to add an 
additional line item for $350 for the Harvest Dinner.  Bill Kiley 
motioned to approve the amended budget for $270,000.  Chris 

seconded amendment.  All approved. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 by President Dean Ayers.  
Dean closed the meeting with our Closing Prayer and Lord’s 

Prayer.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sherry Hanovich, Recording Secretary 



Congratulations to those         
celebrating birthdays in          
December: 

 

 

  3 Linda Hadley  13 Gary Tino 

  4 Geri Nelson  14 Steve Tino 

  5 Sophia Duffy  17 Betty Chopp 

  5 Lorraine Muegge  21 Dean Rhodes 

  5 Mary Stanley  22 Jason Rhodes 

  7 Eric Brown  28 Jan Scheiwe 

  7 Sandra Hayner  28 Diane Wilson 

11 Vince Rhodes  29 Dick Bryant 

11 Joe Yost   31 Abigail Delor 

12 Pastor Claus  31 Bethany Stewart 

12 Miles Thompson  31 Dan Stewart 

13 John Hayner 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to those celebrating       
anniversaries in December: 
 
Steve & Shelley Kirchner  12-05-1987 
John & Betty Dickson  12-09-1967 
Keith & Diane Wilson  12-30-1971

Our mission is to welcome and                       
unite God’s people to nurture                             
faith through the Gospel, and                     
provide opportunities and                              
commitment to serve Christ                        
through our ministry within the                                
congregation and the community. 

“Prayer is not a spare wheel that you pull out 
when in trouble; it is a steering wheel that directs 
us in the right path throughout life.”                                     
—Anonymous 

Our heartfelt Christian sympathy 
to Renae Behr and family at the 
passing of her father, Erskine 
Lightfoot.  

Our heartfelt Christian sympathy to Pastor Moyer 
& the whole Moyer family at the sudden passing of 
his aunt, Janet Ortega. 

May these families find peace in knowing their 
loved one is with their Lord in a beautiful heaven 
and that their church family is praying for them at 
this time. 

Exciting news from Outreach!!  We received 
word from Lutheran World Relief that the Faith 
2017 Backpacks found a home in Armenia.  
LWR's partner in Armenia is International        
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC).  IOCC 
works on behalf of refugees, displaced                
persons and those at risk all over the world.  
Our backpacks served Syrian refugees as  
well as vulnerable Armenian communities 
struggling in the grip of chronic poverty.   

We put the thank you letter from LWR on the 
Outreach Ministry display board which is           
located outside of the Sunday school room.   

As always, thank you for your generous 
hearts.   



Calling All Parents of Children Ages Potty-Trained to 11Years!!! 
 
 
FLY is hosting a 6-hour child care day on Saturday, December 15th.  
Drop off at 11am - pick up by 5pm.  

Please drop your child(ren) off with a lunch they will eat at noon. We will be doing   
crafts and playing games then having a snack before parents return for pickup. Snack 
provided by FLY.  
 
Cost is: $10 per child. Bring sack lunch. Must be potty-trained.  
 
Patricia Hartsell will be on site. FLY members will be doing all the activities and care. All 
monies go to the LCMS Gathering 2019 trip.  
 
Please sign up in the coffee room by Sunday, December 8th. Questions/concerns, 
please contact Patricia at fly3501@outlook.com or 810-625-7466.  

 

Sewing Update 

 

The sewing group will be taking a break 
until after the new year.  

 

We will resume on Thursday, January 

10th at 9:00am. 

 

We recently took 30 Fidget Quilts to  
Huron Valley Sinai Hospital. Our group 
has been very busy. Check out some of 
our handiwork. 



 

Our Outreach group participated in a Baby Shower for the Luke 52 project in November. 

Thanks to Patti Larzelere, Chris Buckthorpe, Sherry Hanovich & Kathy VanGordon for hosting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Sock Tree is looking great with all the 

socks & other special gifts for those in need 

in our local community. Thanks so much!!! 

Our Christmas Families Board is up! Thanks 
to all who have chosen to purchase gifts for 

those in need in our local community.  









!!! Advent Is Almost Here !!! 
 

Our annual mid-week Advent 
Services will be held on     
December 5, 12 & 19 at 

7:00pm.  

 

Our theme this year is “What Child Is 
This?” from the hymn of the same name. 

 

Please join us each              
Wednesday evening before the 
Advent Services beginning at 
5:30 pm to enjoy a supper 
provided by your church family. 
A free-will offering will be      
collected for the dinners. They are always 
delicious, so plan to come and enjoy the 
food and great fellowship before the       
Advent Services.  

Journey  With Jesus 
Interactive Nativity Walk 

Christ Lutheran Church 

620 GM Rd., Milford 

Fri, Dec 17th  5—8pm 

Sat, Dec 18th  4—8pm 

Outside Live Nativity Walk 

Warm drinks & cookies follow. 

This is a FREE event. 

West Hickory Haven Nursing Home 

3310 W. Commerce Rd., Milford, MI 

Saturday, December 15th 

11:00am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to come and enjoy this spe-
cial time of Christmas fellowship as we sing 

Christmas songs to the residents     

(and some join us)  

If you have any questions, please see                     
Patti Larzelere. 

Saturday, December 1st 
beginning at 10:00am 

 

Make plans now to come and share a 
few hours of fun & fellowship as we  

decorate the church for the  

Christmas season.  

The more hands we have, the more  
decorations we’ll be able to put up.  

Thanks in advance for your help! 

Huron Valley Community Chorus 

presents their annual 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

December 2, 2018 

4:00 pm 

Mill Creek Community Church 

1270 West Commerce Street 

Milford, MI 48381 

$5.00 per person 

Tickets Available at the Door 

Get More Info at: HVCommChorus.com 

 

Jacque, our organist, leads this group and 
some of our members are in the choir.  

Plan to come to this special event and hear 
the music of this wonderful & holy season! 



 

Sock Tree 

Thank you for the wonderful response to our Sock Tree!!!                                                         
 

We will accept the socks or other items until December 16th! 
 

If you have already collected or made mittens, hats, etc., by all means, please bring 
them in. Otherwise, we will accept all sizes of socks for men, women and children. 

 

Thank you for your generous, giving hearts!!! 

Christmas Families 
 

Our Christmas Family board is up!  

 
We hope everyone will join in participating in this annual 
event which gives Christmas gifts and a gift certificate for 
food to families in need in our local community.  
 

You will choose a gift item to purchase for a young boy  
or girl. Then bring the wrapped gift back to the church 

with the gift tag taped to the outside of the package by December 9th for 
distribution to the families. Money donations will also be accepted and used 
for gift certificates for the family to buy food or other needed items.  
 

We have a very giving church family! 

Thank you in advance for your participation in this special event! 
 

If you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Linda Brown 
at 248-887-9741 or 248-887-5550 (the church office). Thank you! 

 



PLEASE NOTE—We are currently 
attempting to publish an updated 
Pictorial Church Directory. To help 
with that process, please verify 

your street address, phone numbers and email address 
are current/up-to-date in the current directory. Cell 
phone numbers and email addresses are encouraged 
and are of great help when urgent contact is needed. 
Also, if we have not taken an updated picture of your 
family within the last couple months, PLEASE email us 
an attached picture. The success of this updated       
Pictorial Directory depends on all of our input. Please 
take a couple minutes and assist us in this effort. 
 

You may send any changes or corrections to the church 
office either by emailing to:  

office@faithhighland.com or calling 248-887-5550. 
 

Thanks in advance for your assistance! 

It's Lutheran Witness Time! 

This is the time of year when members have the oppor-
tunity to order or renew subscriptions of The Lutheran 
Witness, the official periodical of The Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod.  It is published 11 times a year and pro-
vides stories and information that complement congre-
gational life, foster personal growth in faith, and help in-
terpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran Chris-
tian perspective. 

Yearly subscription cost is $11.60 and runs from March 
2019 through February 2020. 

To order, insert your payment in a Designated Envelope 
found in the pew back or from your offering envelope 
box.  Mark it to identify who you are and that you want 
to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness and place your 
envelope in the collection plate. 

All orders must be made by Sunday, December 9th.  
The order for our congregation is due December 15th. 

Merry Christmas Faith Family,  

Our youth have been busy.  Sundays we've 
been going through Psalms and making      
connections with our world today.  We did 
our Fall wintry yard clean-up and enjoyed a         
delicious lunch together at Mrs. Barbara 
Steele's.  We also presented Dawne Claus 
with the idea of Blessing Bags for Carriage 
Town Ministries, and she kindly put in for    
a Thrivent card for us and has been             
approved.  We will be putting those together 
December 16

th
.  We have much more         

coming in December so be on the look out 
for us. FLY would like to thank  everyone 
who has supported and made donations for 
us to attend the Youth Gathering in 2019.   

Blessed to Serve—Patricia  



Senior Fit at Faith Lutheran Church – Winter Session Beginning in January 
 

Stay healthy by improving your endurance, strength, flexibility, and balance. Geared for adults age 
55 and up, Senior Fit is aimed at improving stamina, lowering blood pressure, and decreasing the 
risk of osteoporosis among senior adults through regular exercise.   
 

Classes resume in January in the Community meeting room, 3 days a week.  Each session is one 
hour, from 11:00 am to noon.  There is plenty of room to join!! 
 

You dress comfortably – loose clothing and sensible walking/running shoes.  You will get a fitness 
stretch band and will need hand weights – your choice of 2, 3, or 5 pounds.  Most people bring     
water. 
 

People are encouraged to exercise to their limit.  Not every participant is at the same fitness level 
and many have not exercised before. The class is not a competition.  You want to challenge yourself 
without over-doing it. 
 

There is no fee to participate. All individuals participating must have a medical clearance form com-
pleted by your primary care physician.  To join, you need to complete the forms and send them to 
Cindy Dixon at St. Joseph Hospital.  She will then call you to confirm. 
 

Remember – Any exercise is better than none at all!  And, this program presents a great opportunity 
for fellowship within our congregation, as well as for you to invite a neighbor or two who has no 
home church. 
 

If you would like to join this group, please see Linda in the office for the forms you need to fill out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE - In preparation 
for our 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Sunday School Service, help is 
needed for staging and simple 
costume making. Contact 
Jacqueline Rhodes and/or   
Phyllis Acree for details of what's 
needed. Feel free to stop in at 
our 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
opening to observe the sizes of 
our Bible time characters. 







 

 

 



Please join your Faith family as we prepare for the coming of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 
 

Advent Services will be held on Wednesday evenings Dec 5th, 12th & 19th at 7:00 pm. 
The theme this year is “What Child Is This?”, based on the hymn of the same name. Advent 
dinners will be served prior to the service beginning at 5:30 pm. A free-will offering will 
be taken. 

 
 

The Sunday School Christmas Program will take place during the 5:30pm Christmas Eve    
Candlelight Service. Please plan to come and join the children as they tell us of the joy of   
Jesus’ birth.  

 

 

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Services will be held on December 24th at 5:30 pm, which    
includes the Children’s Program, and at 10:00 pm.  
 

      

Christmas Blessings to All! 
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