
“Pastor, there is someone that wants to speak with you…” 

Occasionally, there will be a visit or a phone call at the church office from someone 
who is looking for some assistance.  They’ve run out of gas in the car.  They missed a 
utility payment.  There’s no money for groceries or rent. 

If you’re like me, you probably greet these encounters with a healthy dose of         
skepticism.  The story doesn’t add up.  Your instinct tells you they’re not really going   
to buy fuel or pay bills.  Or even if they are being honest, isn’t my assistance just      
enabling their poor life choices? 

In My Night of Living Homeless, Rev. Steven Schave prompts us to look again: “When 
you look at panhandlers, you may see sinners. You may suspect their motives and 
wonder if they really need and deserve your help. But ask yourself: does Christ love 
them? Look to the cross, and you will find the answer.” 

When I remember that I am just as much in need of God’s mercy, that I am               
undeserving of God’s love, and how much He has already given me, I am also          
reminded that I am set free in Christ to share mercy and kindness in Jesus’ name.  
Only Christ can change hearts and heal broken souls.  Hasn’t he done so with mine? 

If you’re unsure about just giving out money to panhandlers and drop-ins, consider  
being prepared to be generous in meeting the needs of your neighbors for whom 
Christ also loves and has died.  Consider keeping gas cards or restaurant gift cards  
on hand.  Prepare “kits” for different seasons of the year to keep in your car or bag.  
Personal hygiene items, bottles of water, non-perishable snacks, sunscreen in      
summer, gloves and scarves in winter.  Include notes of encouragement and words   
of scripture. 

It was reported that when Martin Luther died, a scrap of paper was found in his bed 
with this solitary statement: “We are beggars.  This is true.”  As people in need of 
God’s grace, mercy, compassion and love, this is true.  We are all beggars.  As           
redeemed and beloved children of God, we have an abundance.  May He lead us to 
acts of mercy and compassion, to the hard and messy work of relationship with those 
who just might be our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to 
share…     -1 Timothy 6:18   

 

 

Pastor Moyer    

Faith Lutheran Church 
3501 E. Highland Rd. 

Highland, MI 48356 

(248) 887-5550 

FAX (248) 889-8115 
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Living Faith Stewardship Campaign 
 

Applying Biblical Teachings 

 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him 
for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 
 

You should do good things, for you will be held personally accountable for how you lived, for what you 
did, and for how you used God’s blessings. You will have to stand before Christ and give an account. 
You should know that for the good things you have done, you will receive rewards and be given a 
higher position. God is watching you; He is keeping a record. You should do what is right and give. 
 

Often, this is how we view our relationship with God when it comes to our living. We are tempted to fall 
into a trap of legalism that harms and even destroys our relationship with our God. We begin to do that 
which is good for ourselves to fulfill God’s Law and to secure our salvation. 
 

Christ came into the world for us. He lived the perfect life for us. He died for us and rose from the dead 
for us. He ascended to heaven and intercedes for us. Christ has secured our salvation for us — there 
is nothing more we can do. 
 

The result of faith, worked by the Holy Spirit, is everlasting life in heaven. When we stand before      
the judgment seat of Christ, the good works we have done in Christ will be evidence of our faith. The 
faithful’s countless failures are buried in God’s forgiveness, and only the good deeds done in Christ 
are remembered. In humility, believers will receive the pronouncement that they have performed true 
service for Christ. 
 

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘I tell 
you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me’” (Matt. 
25:37-40). 

 
Yes, we will be judged by our works because they are evidence of our faith. These works are not ones 
of duty or for merit. These works are simply outward expressions of love flowing from the love of 
Christ. In Christ, we do that which benefits our fellow man, expecting no personal or eternal gain. By 
the power of the Gospel, we are generous in giving of our money and wealth. We give evidence of our 
faith by our generosity and by our good works. 



Minutes From Faith Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 
October 18, 2018 

 

In attendance:  Dean Ayers, Tom           
Buckthorpe, Bill Erfourth, Karen Cowart, Chris 
Buckthorpe, Sherry Hanovich, Steve Tino, 
Jackie Rhodes, Laura Hornbacher, Neil     
Hornbacher, Bill Kiley, and Bob Holloway. 

The Voters Assembly was called to order by 
President, Dean Ayers at 7:40 p.m.  Tom 
opened meeting with prayer.    

Previous meeting minutes were read by Sherry 
Hanovich. Chris motioned to accept and Karen 
seconded.   

Board of Education – Laura reported Tracie is 
organizing a mother-daughter retreat for 4

th
-6

th
 

graders.  Work has begun on the thermometer 
boards for the National Youth Convention fund 
raising. 

Board of Elders – Bill Kiley reported for the 
Board of Elders.  The elders are reviewing    
different emergency programs and will be     
discussing in their next meeting.  Stan Nelson 
is providing Mike Stanley a rough draft of 
guidelines for weddings.  There are six      
members willing to attend the Stephen Ministry 
training.  The Board discussed better ways to 
utilize the record of attendance and looked at a 
sample letter from Pastor to parishioner’s    
who have not been attending regularly.  The 
Processional Cross will be incorporated in our 
Reformation Sunday service on October 28

th
.   

Christmas decorating will be December 1
st
.  

The following services and times have been 
established:   

 

Thanksgiving Eve:  November 21, 

 2018 at 7:00 pm 

Advent Services:  December 5, 12  

and 19
th 

Service at 7:00pm, Dinner  

at 5:30pm 

Christmas Eve:  December 24           

 Services at 5:30pm and 10:00pm 
 

The 2019 Budget was reviewed and will be 
turned into the treasurer.  November elders   
are Gary Tino for early services and Tom    
Lombardo for late services.  Next elder meeting 
– November 11 after late service. 

 

Trustees Report – Steve Tino reported        
October 13

th
 work bee was well attended and 

went well.   The majority of the windows were 
installed.  The rest will be installed next       
Saturday.  The heating system has been 
worked on, but still needs more repair.  We 
can continue to use heat until contractor    
completes repairs.  The altar stair nosing was 
re-stained.  The trustees are taking bids for 
snow removal.  Once the window installation is 
complete the board will take bids for stained 
glass windows. 

Treasurers Report – Bill Erfourth presented 
the Treasurers Report.  Chris motioned to ac-
cept the Treasurers Report, Karen seconded 
and all approved.   

Music Ministry – Jacqueline announced:  
~Adult choir has begun to meet for one hour at 
7:00 on Wednesday evenings.  ~Chimes will 
continue to meet each Sunday following 11:00 
service.  ~Sunday school/youth will practice at 
the beginning of Sunday School.  Jacque    
urges anyone interested in singing or ringing to 
contact her (or Sue Raupp for chimes).  She 
will also hold practices during the day if        
anyone is interested, please contact her with 
your availability.  The songs/program chosen 
has familiar songs and are easy to follow. 

Old Business – Sherry compiled a list of 
members that still need pictures taken.  Lists 
were given to Elders.  There will not be a 
men’s B&B in the month of November.  Patti         
Larzelere will hold the annual St. George’s 
Special Ministry Pumpkin Fest on October 30, 
2018.  FLY will be helping out.     

The meeting adjourned at 8:23 by Dean.  Tom 
led us in the General Meeting Closing Prayer 
and the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next Voters Assembly meeting – November 
15

th
 at 7:30. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Sherry Hanovich 



Congratulations to those 
celebrating birthdays in 
November: 

 

  6 Louise Hargis  22 Braden Ayers 

  6 Andrea Thurm  22 Tammy Egan 

  7 Elias Moyer  22 Sophie Peterson 

10 Theo Moyer  23 Ethan Rakestraw 

12 Connie House  24 Nancy Lombardo 

14 Hannah Page  25 Ann Matusky 

15 Dolores Graham  27 Ashlee Eddie 

16 Lauren Fillmore  27 Sydney Jones 

20 Keith Appold  28 Tess Rakestraw 

Congratulations to 
those celebrating       

anniversaries in November: 
 
John & Sharma Ennis  11-04-1989 
Stan & Geri Nelson   11-08-1962 
Lauren & Glenda Fillmore  11-15-2006 
Jack & Leah Nicholas  11-18-1961 
Carl & Kathy Lemke   11-20-1970 
Jerry & Faye Ambrozy  11-30-1973

Our mission is to welcome and                       
unite God’s people to nurture                             
faith through the Gospel, and                     
provide opportunities and                              
commitment to serve Christ                        
through our ministry within the                                
congregation and the community. 

Our heartfelt Christian sympathy to the following 
who lost loved ones  recently: 
 

Chris Buckthorpe at the passing of her sister,  
Robin and her dear friend, Tracie Mills. 
 

Connie Redman who lost her mother, Hilda           
Weaver, on October 4th. 
 

Patriciia Hartsell at the passing of her sister-in-law, 
Robin. 
 

Rosemarie Harper who lost her husband, Richard, 
on October 8th. 
 

May these families find peace in knowing their 
loved one is with their Lord in a beautiful heaven. 

Please join us for our annual 
Thanksgiving Eve Service on    
November 21st at 7:00pm.       
Join us in thanking the Lord 
for His many blessings over 

the past year. 

 

“Enter His gates with                  
Thanksgiving!” 

I just wanted to put a very 
special thank you out to 
Sherry Hanovich for ALL 
her help on the new church 
membership program. She 
has been instrumental 

(along with Pastor) in helping to get this     
program up and running. 
 

You’re the BEST, Sherry!!! 
 

God bless you and thanks for all your        
continued support !!! 
 

Linda  



Youth Group News 
 

October was a flash....we filled out and sent our Youth gathering 

2019 forms and they are on the way. 

Our Penny War was quick and Michigan won in the Penny War and on 

the field. 

We also had a winner for the awesome movie basket.  Mr. Tom    

Lombardo. FLY thanks everyone who participated. 

We ended October with Trunk or Treat again with Special Ministries 

at Heart of the Shepard in Howell.  Thank you Patti   Larzelere for 

always thinking of us. Our group loves working with SM.  

No Game Nights until the New Year. 

Did you enjoy our song?  We'd love to sing another one for you. 

In November, look for more fun… 

Saturday, December 1st 
beginning at 10:00am 

Make plans now to come and share a 
few hours of fun & fellowship as we dec-

orate the church for the  

Christmas season.  

The more hands we have, the more dec-
orations we’ll be able to put up.  

Thanks in advance for your help! 

Manor Christmas 
at Concordia University 

 

November 30—December 2 

Friday, Nov 30: 2—7 pm 

Saturday, Dec 1: 12—7pm 

Sunday, Dec 2: 12—4pm 
 

Tours of the historic Earhart mansion decorated for the 
season, a  European style Christmas market for your 

Christmas shopping and festive entertainment will offer a 
truly memorable and very merry weekend. 

 

Extend your Christmas reveling by attending the annual 
Boar’s Head Festival pageant. Nov 30 & Dec 1 at 

7:30pm and Dec 2 at 4:00pm. 

Tickets available online, by phone (734-995-7537) or at 
box office. 

Learn more at cuaa.edu/Boar’s Head 

It is our tradition at Faith to purchase Poinsettia Plants to beautify the altar for our 
Christmas Eve Services. You may then take your plant(s) home after the 10:00 pm  

service. Plants will be red with white pot covers. Please fill out an order form at church 
and place in a “Designated Envelope” (in pews or your envelope box), write “Christmas 

Flowers” on envelope and place in offering plate with your check made out to             
“Faith  Lutheran Church”. Cost is $11.75 for 6.5” pot (8-10 blooms). 

Deadline to Order: Sunday, November 25
th

! 



Howdy Partners! 
It’s time to dust off those cowboy boots & hats and join us for a 

Boot Scootin’ Boogie 
Country Hoe-Down! 

 

   Date:  Friday, November 30, 2018 

   Where: Lazy J Ranch 
     625 S. Hickory Ridge Rd. 
     Milford, MI 48380 
     248-887-1551 

 (Approximately ¼ mile south of M-59 on the  
         east side of the road) 
 
   Time:  7:00 P.M. 

   Cost:  $20.00 per person 
 

The cost includes a full evening of dancing designed for the fun and enjoyment of begin-
ners as well as the novice square dancer.  No prior knowledge of square dancing is 
necessary.  Sloppy Joes and chips will be served for your dining pleasure! 

This event is a B.Y.O.B. and as always, coolers are welcome.  So lasso your friends 

and y’all come down to the Lazy J Ranch for some fun! 

I will need a head count and payment by Sunday, November 18, 2018, so please 

send in your payment and number attending as soon as possible.  Space is limited (60); 
first come, first served. 

 

Please make checks payable to: Karen Genson    
     2483 Cumberland Dr. 
     White Lake, MI 48383 
     248-670-2880 
      
P.S.  You can put your check in my mailbox at the church. 



 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrivent Celebrates Marriage 

Saturday, November 17th @ 7:00pm 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

2040 S. Commerce Rd. 

Walled Lake, MI 
 

Please join us for an Ultimate Date Night with Jay 
& Laura Laffoon! 

 

Prepare to laugh! Prepare to connect! Don’t miss 
this hilarious glimpse into married life. Unpacked 

LIVE as only Jay and Laura can do. It is full of 
laughter, entertainment, and ministry as they    
explore the unique reality marriage brings to 

everday life! You may remember when or where 
you got married, but do you remember WHY? Jay 
& Laura will help you connect in a way you’ve not 

thought about in a long time. 

Email kate.tippett@thrivent.com to RSVP! 

 

Days grow shorter, but God’s 

love never decreases.  

Nights lengthen, but God’s 

light outshines all the world’s       

darkness. 



Sock Tree 

This year we will be changing our Mitten 
Tree into a Sock Tree. We were told by 

various giving organizations last year that 
socks were desperately needed and they 

had an abundance of mittens, gloves, hats  
and scarves. 

If you have already collected or made the 
mittens, etc., by all means, please bring 

them in. Otherwise, we will accept all sizes 
of socks for men, women and children. 

 

Thanks in advance for your generous,     
giving hearts.  

 

Advent is Coming 
 

Our annual mid-week        
Advent Services will be held 
December 5, 12 & 19 at 

7:00pm.  
 

 

Please join us each              
Wednesday evening before 
the Advent Services beginning 
at 5:30 pm to enjoy a supper 
provided by your church    
family. A free-will offering will 
be collected for the dinners. They are      
always delicious, so plan to come and    
enjoy the food and great fellowship before 
the Advent Services.  

Thanks so much! 

Harvest Dinner/Potluck 

Saturday, November 10th 

5:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 Meat and drinks will be provided 

 Please bring an appetizer, salad, 

side dish or dessert 

 Please sign up in the Coffee Room 

with total number in your group 

and what you will be bringing 

 Enjoy fellowship with your church 

family and thank God for your 

many blessings!!! 

 

Just a little reminder to set 
your clock back one hour on 
Saturday night, November 
3rd. You’ll get an extra 
hour of sleep!!!  

Journey  With Jesus 
Interactive Nativity Walk 

Christ Lutheran Church 

620 GM Rd., Milford 

Fri, Dec 17th  5—8pm 

Sat, Dec 18th  4—8pm 

Outside Live Nativity Walk 

Warm drinks & cookies follow. 

This is a FREE event. 



Christmas Families 

 

 
Christmas Families 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 18th, we are hoping 
to have our Christmas Family board up. This was requested last year, 
as people like to shop the sales on black Friday. We hope everyone 

will join in participating in this annual event which gives Christmas gifts 
and a gift certificate for food to families in need in our local community. 

You will choose a gift item to purchase for a young boy or girl. Then 
bring the wrapped gift back to the church with the gift tag taped to the 

outside of the package                                                                                   

by December 9th for distribution to the families.                  

Money donations will also be accepted and used for gift certificates for 
the family to buy food.  

 

Please help us out by bringing your items in by December 9th so we 
can get them to the families.  

 

We have a very giving church family!                                                       
Thank you so much for all your love and support to these families for 

so many years!  
 

If you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Linda 
Brown at 248-887-9741 or 248-887-5550 (the church office). 

May God bless each of you with His love & care! 



"God is Nigh" 
 

The earliest official reference to using “Taps” at a military 
funeral is described in an 1891 manual. During the Civil 
War, a Union soldier “was buried at a time when the battery 
occupied an advanced position concealed in the woods.” 
Because it wasn’t safe to fire the customary three volleys 
over the grave, Captain John Tidball decided the sounding 
of “Taps” would be an appropriate substitute ceremony.  

Previously, “Taps” signaled the end of a soldier’s work day, 
but it has since come to honor the end of his or her earthly 
life. Horace Trim’s lyrics remind us of God’s constant    
presence:  
 

Day is done, gone the sun  

From the lakes, from the hills, from the sky  

All is well, safely rest  

God is nigh.  
 

Thanks and praise for our days  

’Neath the sun, ’neath the stars, ’neath the sky  

As we go, this we know  

God is nigh. 

 
 

Veteran’s Day is Sunday, November 11th. Please take   

a moment to pray for our service personnel past and 

present and tell them “thanks for their service” when 

you see them out and about in the community. 

PLEASE NOTE—We are currently 
attempting to publish an updated 
Pictorial Church Directory. To help 
with that process, please verify your 

street address, phone numbers and email address are 
current/up-to-date in the current directory. Cell phone 
numbers and email addresses are encouraged and are 
of great help when urgent contact is needed. Also, if we 
have not taken an updated picture of your family within 
the last couple months, PLEASE email us an attached 
picture. The success of this updated Pictorial Directory 
depends on all of our input. Please take a couple 
minutes and assist us in this effort. 
 

You may send any changes or corrections to the church 
office either by emailing to:  

office@faithhighland.com or calling 248-887-5550. 
 

Thanks in advance for your assistance! 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN RINGS in Reformation 

Sunday, Thanksgiving, Advent and 

Christmas. That means we are calling 

ALL singers, ringers, Sunday School 

children and ALL Faith Family     

members who wish to serve God  

within stewardship to our glorious 

Lord and Savior during services. 

Thank you to those who already    

participate as Lay Servers! 

 

ADULT CHOIR has begun to meet 

for ONE HOUR at 7:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday evenings. Our director 

WILL seriously consider also meeting 

on a WEEK DAY for PRACTICE… 

BUT she needs for YOU to contact 

HER with options/days/times of 

when YOU would be WILLING to 

participate. The current members 

have ‘approved’ the music chosen for 

services. Speak with a member for     

details.  

 

CHIMES meet directly following the 

11:00 a.m. Sunday morning service. 

Contact Jacque Rhodes or Sue 

Raupp with questions. Chimes are 

practicing a song WITH the Adult 

Choir for Christmas!  

 

Sunday School and Youth will  

practice during the BEGINNING     

portion of Sunday School for their  

program that is part of and will follow 

the theme of the Advent series        

selected by Pastor Moyer and Jacque 

Rhodes. More details to follow.   

jacquelinerhodes@comcast.net or 
248.887.1514.  

mailto:jacquelinerhodes@comcast.net
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Little word, Big difference 
 

God says to give thanks in everything. That doesn’t mean 
you need to give thanks for everything. You don’t need to 
give thanks for that bad day. Or for that bad relationship. Or 
being passed over at work. Financial hardship. Whatever it   
is — you are not to give thanks for the difficulties but rather  
in the difficulties.  

 

That is a very important distinction, and one I think we often miss. Giving thanks in 
everything shows a heart of faith that God is bigger than the difficulties and that he 
can use them, if you approach him with the right heart and spirit, for your good and his 
glory.  

 

—Tony Evan 

The «Family Name» Household 
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