
 

 

WELCOME & GREETINGS 
 

SERVICE OF PREPERATION 
 

OPENING SONG - “ The River is Here” 
 

 Down the mountain the river flows 
 And it brings refreshing wherever it goes. 
 Through the valleys and over the fields 
 The river is rushing and the river is here. 
  

 The river of God sets our feet to dancing. 
 The river of God fills our hearts with cheer. 
 The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 
 And we rejoice for the river is here. 
 

 The river of God is teeming with life 
 And all who touch it will be revived. 
 And those who linger on this river’s shore. 
 Will come back thirsting for more of the Lord. 
 

 The river of God sets our feet to dancing. 
 The river of God fills our hearts with cheer. 
 The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 
 And we rejoice for the river is here. 
 

 Up to the mountain we love to go 
 To find the presence of the Lord. 
 Along the banks of the river we run 
 We dance with laughter giving praise to the Son! 
 

 The river of God sets our feet to dancing. 
 The river of God fills our hearts with cheer. 
 The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 
 And we rejoice for the river is here. 
 

 Down the mountain the river flows 
 And it brings refreshing wherever it goes. 
 Through the valleys and over the fields 
 The river is rushing and the river is here. 
 

 The river of God sets our feet to dancing. 
 The river of God fills our hearts with cheer. 
 The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 
 And we rejoice for the river is here. 
 Yes, we rejoice for the river is here. 
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INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and the + Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
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Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

Pastor: In the today’s Epistle, Paul reminds us that “the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God.” Let us therefore go to our gracious heavenly Father, confessing our 
sins. 

 

Pastor: In the Old Testament Reading, God promises, “My word . . . shall not return to Me empty; it 
shall accomplish . . . and shall succeed.” 

People: But we do not trust You in all things. We have sinned in thought, word, and deed. 
Forgive us, heavenly Father. 

 

Pastor:  Then God tells us, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.” 
People: But we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Hear us, free us, and lead us in 

paths pleasing to You, heavenly Father. 
 

Pastor: In the Gospel, our Lord explains that “the one who hears the word and understands it . . . 
bears fruit.” By the grace of God, we believe and understand that Jesus, the Word of God in 
the flesh, succeeded in destroying death and rising victorious for us. For His sake, God 
forgives us and uses us to bear fruit for Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. May the Word planted inside you produce a great harvest for our gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men  

 and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of 
the dead and life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING: Romans 8:12–17 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 



 

 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON SONG - “Our God” 
 

 Water You turned into wine, opened the eyes of the blind 
 There's no one like You, none like You 
 

 Into the darkness You shine, out of the ashes we rise 
 There's no one like You, none like You 
 

 Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
 God You are higher than any other 
 Our God is healer, awesome in power 
 Our God, our God 
 

 Into the darkness You shine, out of the ashes we rise 
 There's no one like You, none like You 
 

 Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
 God You are higher than any other 
 Our God is healer, awesome in power 
 Our God, our God 
 

 Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
 God You are higher than any other 
 Our God is healer, awesome in power 
 Our God, our God 
 

 And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 
 And if our God is with us, then what could stand against 
 And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 
 And if our God is with us, then what could stand against 
 Then what could stand against 
 

 Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
 God You are higher than any other 
 Our God is healer, awesome in power. Our God, our God 
 

 Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
 God You are higher than any other 
 Our God is healer, awesome in power. Our God, our God 
 

 And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 
 And if our God is with us, then what could stand against 
 And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 
 And if our God is with us, then what could stand against 
 Then what could stand against. What could stand against 
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SERMON by Pastor Clayton Sellers 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 



 

 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE - “We Believe” 
 

 In this time of desperation, when all we know is doubt and fear. 
 There is only one foundation, we believe, we believe. 
 In this broken generation, when all is dark You help us see. 
 There is only one salvation, we believe, we believe. 
 

 We believe in God the Father; we believe in Jesus Christ. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He’s givin’ us new life. 
 We believe in the crucifixion; we believe that He conquer’d death. 
 We believe in the resurrection, and He’s coming back. We believe. 
 

 So let our faith be more than anthems, 
 greater than the songs we sing. 
 And in our weakness and temptations, we believe, believe. 
 

 We believe in God the Father; we believe in Jesus Christ. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He’s givin’ us new life. 
 We believe in the crucifixion; we believe that He conquer’d death. 
 We believe in the resurrection, and He’s coming back again. 
 

 Let the lost be found and the dead be raised,  
 in the here and now let love invade. 
 Let the church live loud, our God we’ll say, we believe, we believe. 
 And the gates of hell will not prevail,  
 for the pow’r of God has torn the veil. 
 Now we know Your love will never fail, we believe, we believe. 
 

 We believe in God the Father; we believe in Jesus Christ. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He’s givin’ us new life. 
 We believe in the crucifixion; we believe that He conquer’d death. 
 We believe in the resurrection, and He’s coming back,  
 He’s comin’ back again. 
 He’s coming back again. We believe. We believe. 
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LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
   as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom 
   and the power and the glory 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen 
 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION - “Glorious Day” (Living He Loved Me) 
 

 One day when heaven was filled with His praises 
 One day when sin was as black as could be 
 Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin 
 Dwelt among men my example is He 
 The Word became flesh and the light shined among us 
 His glory revealed 
 

 Living He loved me, dying He saved me 
 Buried He carried my sins far away 
 Rising He justified freely forever 
 One day He's coming, O glorious day 
 O glorious day 
 

 One day they led Him up Calvary's mountain 
 One day they nailed Him to die on the tree 
 Suffering anguish, despised and rejected 
 Bearing our sins my Redeemer is He 
 The hand that healed nations, stretched out on a tree 
 And took the nails from me 
  

 Living He loved me, dying He saved me 
 Buried He carried my sins far away 
 Rising He justified freely forever 
 One day He's coming, O glorious day 
 O glorious day 
  

 One day the grave could conceal Him no longer 
 One day the stone rolled away from the door 
 Then He arose o'er death He had conquered 
 Now is ascended my Lord evermore 
 Death could not hold Him, the grave could not keep Him 
 From rising again 
  

 Living He loved me, dying He saved me 
 Buried He carried my sins far away 
 Rising He justified freely forever 
 One day He's coming, O glorious day 
 O glorious day, glorious day 
  

 One day the trumpet will sound for His coming 
 One day the skies with His glories will shine 
 Wonderful day my beloved ones bringing 
 My Savior Jesus is mine 
  

 Living He loved me, dying He saved me 
 Buried He carried my sins far away 
 Rising He justified freely forever 
 One day He's coming, O glorious day 
 O glorious day. O glorious day 
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COMMUNAL BLESSING 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CLOSING SONG OF PRAISE - “Children of God” 
 

 Praise to the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Our God and our King to Him we will sing 
 In His great mercy He has given us life 
 Now we can be called the children of God 
 

 Great is the love that the Father has given us 
 He has delivered us He has delivered us 
 

 Children of God sing your song and rejoice 
 For the love that He has given us all 
 Oh children of God by the blood of His son 
 we have been redeemed 
 And we can be called children of God 
 Children of God 
 

 The mystery is revealed to the universe 
 The Father above has proven His love 
 Now we are free from the judgment that we deserve 
 So we are called the children of God 
 

 Great is the love that the Father has given us 
 He has delivered us He has delivered us 
 

 Children of God sing your song and rejoice 
 For the love that He has given us all 
 Oh children of God by the blood of His son 
 we have been redeemed 
 And we can be called children of God 
 Children of God 
 

 We are the saints, we are the children 
 We've been redeemed, we've been forgiven 
 We are the sons and daughters of our God 
 

 We are the saints, we are the children 
 We've been redeemed, we've been forgiven 
 We are the sons and daughters of our God 
 
 Children of God sing your song and rejoice 
 For the love that He has given us all 
 Oh children of God by the blood of His son 
 we have been redeemed 
 And we can be called children of God 
 Children of God 
 Children of God 
 Children of God 
 

 We are the saints, we are the children 
 We've been redeemed, we've been forgiven 
 We are the sons and daughters of our God 
 We are the saints, we are the children 
 We've been redeemed, we've been forgiven 
 We are the sons and daughters of our God 
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