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THE CELEBRATION OF EASTER ARRIVES 

IN APRIL.  It was a stunning victory our Savior 

won over death and the devil!  A victory that is at 

the core of our Christian faith and central to all our 

doctrines!  Yet for all of March it will not be Easter 

at all… 

 

THE SEASON OF LENT, THEN, 

DOMINATES THE LANDSCAPE OF FAITH’S 

WORSHIP LIFE THIS MONTH.  Perhaps we’d 

like to skip over Lent and Holy Week with its 

Passion narrative in order to get to the glories of 

Easter, like we sometimes skip over difficult movie 

scenes to get to the happy ending.  It would 

certainly be more fun and exciting and uplifting to 

focus on the empty tomb (and we will!).  But first 

we must pass by our Savior’s bloodied cross. 

 

OUR HUMAN NATURE DOES NOT LIKE TO 

PASS BY THAT HORRIFIC SIGHT.  Have you 

ever wondered why?  Why a bloodied Savior dying 

on a tree is so repulsive?  Because it shows the 

darkest depths of my sin … How horrible a creature 

I really am in God’s sight, fallen and sin-soaked ... 

And that I am complicit in His torturous death.  Not 

something any of us like facing.   

 

OVER 60 YEARS AGO ALREADY A 

FAMOUS THEOLOGIAN WROTE ABOUT 

WHAT THE HUMAN HEART SEEKS – We 

really desire “a God without wrath (who) brought 

men without sin into a kingdom without judgment 

through the (work) of a Christ without a cross.”  I 

firmly believe that is why some people (even 

“church” people!) skip special Lenten Services, 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  They are 

depressing.  They are negative.  They are 

“downers” in a world already filled with enough 

depressing, negative, downer moments (See the 

current headlines of divisive politics and rampaging 

illness!).  Why not move on to the positive and 

uplifting glory of Christ’s resurrection! 

 

THERE IS GLORY TO BE HAD (Remember 

the Transfiguration!), BUT WE MUST NOT 

GIVE IN TO THE TEMPTATION OF 

H. Richard Niebuhr 

NO GLORY WITHOUT THE STORY! 

Continued next page... 



FAITH IN THE HOME FORUM is a 
unique event designed to empower, equip and en-
courage attendees to nurture faith in families from 
the most important starting point: HOME. Attend-
ing laypeople, pastors and youth leaders/volunteers 
will acquire powerful knowledge and skills through 
both speaker-led presentations and interactive break
-out sessions. 

Lunch will be served at a cost of $10 per attendee 
(to be paid when registering online). 

Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Kim Marxhausen will be the featured speaker 
for the Faith in the Home Forum.  Dr. Marx-
hausen’s instruction and encouragement is derived 
from over two decades of teaching in Lutheran 
schools and her experience as a college professor 
with a PhD in educational psychology.  To learn 
more about Dr. Kim Marxhausen, please vis-
it kim.marxhausen.net. 
 

Dates & Locations 
The Faith in the Home Forum will be hosted in two 
Mid-South District locations this spring: 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 202010 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

@ Our Savior Lutheran Church in Nashville 
TN5110 Franklin Pike /  Nashville TN 37220 

 
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 202010 a.m.-2:30 p.m. @ 
Christ Little Rock Church in Little Rock AR315 S. 
Hughes St.  /  Little Rock AR 72205 
 

Questions 
Questions about the Faith in the Home Forum? 
Please contact Tessa Brasher 
at brashert@csp.edu 
 
 
To Register, go to https://mid-southlcms.org/faith-
in-the-home/  

HEARING A SANITIZED 

VERSION OF THE STORY.  We 

cannot have the greatest news 

without trudging through the path of 

tear-laden heartbreak.  Indeed, we 

will never truly grasp – in its fullest 

measure – the “best day ever” until 

we face the darkest moment of 

history … “When God, the Mighty 

Maker, died” (As we sing in the 

hymn – Alas, and did My Savior 

Bleed). 

 

IN TRUTH – THE CROSS ISN’T 

BAD NEWS FOR THE 

BELIEVER … IT’S THE BEST 

NEWS.  For sure it grabs me by the 

husk of my neck and thrusts me into 

the ever-darkened depths of my sin.  

Yet in a far more surpassing and 

superior way it pierces my darkness 

by showing me the heights of Jesus’ 

love.  It shows me that – “Yes! God 

takes sin seriously.”  But He takes 

His forgiveness all the more 

seriously.  Which is precisely why 

we cannot afford to skip through the 

suffering of our Savior. 

 

AND SO I INVITE YOU TO JOIN 

ME IN MARCH AS WE 

TRUDGE THROUGH LENT 

TOGETHER.  Join me as we come 

to the cross, NOT wallowing in our 

sin, but rejoicing in His forgiveness 

… And remembering most of all, in 

the midst of the grisly and gritty 

details of Christ’s Passion, Easter is 

coming! 

“No Glory without the Story” continued… 
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by Matthew C. Harrison 
 
How many times have I stood at an open grave and 
spoken these ancient words: 
 

We now commit the body of our brother/
sister to the ground; earth to earth, ashes 
to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection to eternal 
life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
will change our lowly bodies so that they 
will be like His glorious body, by the 
power that enables Him to subdue all 
things to Himself. 

 
Hundreds of faces … sorrowing loved ones … 
faithful parishioners now gone … sad and mourning 
families of suicide victims … vestments flapping in 
a frigid wind … unexpected deaths … deaths after 
long illness … many different cemeteries … loved 
ones gone. They all run together in my mind. 
“Ashes to ashes, dust to dust …” 
 
More and more, I have a harder time looking death 
square in the face. It’s a horrid experience, but it’s 
also tremendously salutary. “The wages of sin is 
death” (Rom. 6:23). Death is the curse of sin. Sin 
brought that curse to Adam. “From dust you came 
and to dust you shall return” (Gen. 3:19). We live in 
a world that does not take sin seriously, and it never 
really has. 
 
When I see death up close, I think of Jesus. When I 
see a loved one’s face fall in death, I recall Another 
who suffered horribly. I know Another who was in 
agony in His last hours. He could barely breathe. He 
was beaten, pierced and bleeding. I know Another 
who spoke His last words. I know Another who said 
to a terrible sinner who had come to believe, “Today 
you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). I 
know Another who said, “It is finished!” (John 
19:30). I know Another whose face fell and turned 
white in death, whose body hung lifeless and was 
buried. 
 
And we know how His story ended. Jesus rose from 
the grave! “The free gift of God is eternal 
life” (Rom. 6:23)! “He was put to death for our 
transgressions and raised for our 
justification” (Rom. 4:25)! 

Lent is somewhat like a Christian funeral. We must 
stare the awful truth of sin and death directly in the 
face. In fact, we must stare at it in a mirror. There’s 
a stench to death, and there’s a stench to a life filled 
with sin, conceit, dishonesty, idolatry, hypocrisy, 
lust, jealousy, greed, selfishness and more. During 
Lent, we contemplate anew the depth of our sin, so 
great that it took the death of the Great Physician to 
heal us! 
 
In the words to his classic bluegrass hit, “Way 
Downtown,” the great guitarist, Doc Watson, 
paraphrased the words of 1 Tim. 6:7: “For we 
brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 
anything out of the world.” Rolling Stones guitarist 
Keith Richards commented about the cremation of 
his father and placing the ashes at the roots of a tree. 
He said, “That tree’s my father. Nothing more.” Doc 
Watson died a confessing Christian, but there are a 
lot of Keith Richardses out there. We pray that the 
face of death breaks and shakes the blindness, that 
the light of Christ’s blessed death and resurrection 
may come. Let us pray for our own constant 
repentance, and for the repentance of all, throughout 
this Lententide. 
 
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Gen. 
3:19). Though we know the curse of Adam is true, 
it’s far from the whole story. Throughout every 
moment of repentance and solemn contemplation of 
Lent, we are forgiven Easter people! 
 
May God the Father, who created this body; may 
God the Son, who by His blood redeemed this body; 
may God the Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism 
sanctified this body to be His temple, keep these 
remains to the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 
Amen. 
 
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/ashes-to-ashes-dust-to-dust/  

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/ashes-to-ashes-dust-to-dust/


Concordia, Portland to close after spring semester 

By Cheryl Magness 
 
On Feb. 10, Concordia 
University, Portland (CUP), 
Ore., announced that it will 
close at the end of the spring 
2020 semester. The 
announcement followed a 
resolution approved by the CUP 
Board of Regents on Feb. 7. 
 
A statement posted to the CUP 
website on Feb. 10 said the 
Board of Regents decision 
“came after years of mounting 
financial challenges, and a 
challenging and changing 
educational landscape.” The 
complete statement is available 
at cu-portland.edu/closure. 
 
In a video posted to the CUP 
website, CUP Interim President 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ries said, 
“The Board of Regents has 
concluded that, because of the 
current and projected enrollment 
and finances of the university, it 
is impossible for the university 
to continue to pursue its 
mission. The board has come to 
this difficult decision 
recognizing that it is in the best 
interests of our students, our 
faculty, our staff and our 
partners.” 
 
Ries began serving as interim 
president on Jan. 1. 
 
Following the CUP 
announcement, the presidents of 
the Concordia University 
System (CUS) issued a joint 
statement, which reads, in part: 
 
“Although the institutions of the 
Concordia University System 
operate independently, we walk 
together in mission. We resolve 
to help Portland students, who 
have unexpectedly found 

themselves in a very 
difficult situation. 
 
“We are committed to 
offering pathways that 
enable our fellow 
Concordians to find 
their way to a new 
Concordia home. Our 
primary aim in the 
wake of this announcement is to 
care for displaced students and 
faculty and to smooth their 
transitions” (lcms.org/cus-
concordia-portland-statement). 
 
Also on Feb. 10, the LCMS 
issued the following statement: 
 
“The Board of Regents of 
Concordia University, Portland, 
Ore., has announced the closure 
of the school effective at the end 
of the current academic 
semester on April 30, 2020. 
 
“For 115 years, Concordia 
University, Portland (CUP), has 
had a profound effect not only 
on the Portland community but 
also on the ongoing mission and 
ministry of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS). The school’s alumni 
continue to bless this world 
through the gifts gained and 
nurtured during their time at 
CUP. 
 
“The spate of recent closures of 
colleges and universities across 
America makes clear the 
difficult environment 
confronting small private 
universities, not least religiously 
affiliated ones. Colleges and 
universities nationwide continue 
to face challenges, even those 
whose contributions to their 
communities and the world are 
laudable. 
 

“The CUP Board of Regents 
made this painful and prayerful 
decision based on the 
university’s circumstances. 
While each school in the 
Concordia University System is 
an independent legal entity, 
their collective impact on the 
work of the Synod is felt by the 
entire LCMS community, and 
we thank God for the diligent 
efforts of those who labored to 
find ways for CUP to continue.” 
 
Included in the LCMS statement 
was a comment from LCMS 
President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. 
Harrison, who said, “These are 
trying times, and we ask for the 
prayers of all as we seek to 
move forward according to the 
will of God. I thank the people 
of Concordia, Portland, who 
have worked tirelessly to fulfill 
their vocations of love to their 
Lord and their neighbor. 
 
“God’s plans are not always our 
plans, and His ways are beyond 
our searching out. Yet we trust 
that He will guide us in the days 
ahead as we commend this 
situation to His gracious 
providence and 
direction” (lcms.org/synod-
concordia-portland-
statement).   
 
To read more, go to  
https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/concordia-
portland-to-close-after-spring-
semester/  
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The Strong Name of the Trinity 

The text of [Lutheran Service Book 604], “I Bind unto Myself Today,” is attributed to St. Patrick. This 

beautiful prayer, traditionally called “St. Patrick’s Breast-Plate,” is supposed to have been 

composed by Patrick in anticipation of his victory over paganism. The translation of the prayer in 

[Lutheran Service Book] from the old Irish text is a paraphrase by Cecil F. Alexander [1818-95]. 

The “Apostle of Ireland,” as Patrick is sometimes called, is also associated with the shamrock, a 

plant sacred to the Druids, to explain the Trinity. Preaching in the open air, Patrick is said to have 

plucked a shamrock from the grass growing at his feet and showed it to his listeners as an 

illustration of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. “I Bind unto Myself Today” also deals with the topic of 

the Holy Trinity. 

I bind unto myself today 

The strong name of the Trinity 

By invocation of the same, 

The Three in One and One in Three. 

I bind this day to me forever, 

By pow’r of faith, Christ’s incarnation, 

His Baptism in the Jordan River, 

His cross of death for my salvation, 

His bursting from the spiced tomb, 

His riding up the heavn’ly way, 

His coming at the day of doom, 

I bind unto myself today. 

I bind unto myself today 

The pow’r of God to hold and lead, 

His eye to watch, His might to stay, 

His ear to hearken to my need, 

The wisdom of my God to teach, 

His hand to guide, His shield to ward, 

The Word of God to give me speech, 

His heavn’ly host to be my guard. 

Against the demon snares of sin, 

The vice that gives temptation force, 

The natural lusts that war within, 

The hostile foes that mar my course; 

Or few or many, far or nigh, 

In ev’ry place and in all hours, 

Against their fierce hostility, 

I bind to me those holy pow’rs. 

I bind unto myself the name, 

The strong name of the Trinity 

By invocation of the same, 

The Three in One and One in Three, 

Of whom all nature has creation, 

Eternal Father, Spirit, Word. 

Praise to the Lord of my salvation; 

Salvation is of Christ the Lord! 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2011/in-search-of-st-patrick-3-2011/  

https://blogs.lcms.org/2011/in-search-of-st-patrick-3-2011/


How To Plant Your Garden  
 
First, come to the garden alone ~ while the 
dew is still on the roses  
 
For the garden of your daily living.  
 

PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS: 
1. Peace of mind  
2. Peace of heart  
3. Peace of soul 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH  
1. Squash gossip  
2. Squash indifference  
3. Squash grumbling  
4. Squash selfishness 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LET-
TUCE:  
1. Lettuce be faithful  
2. Lettuce be kind  
3. Lettuce be patient  
4. Lettuce really love one another 

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TUR-
NIPS:  
1. Turnip for meetings  
2. Turnip for service  
3. Turnip to help one another 

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE 
MUST HAVE THYME  
1. Thyme for each other  
2. Thyme for family  
3. Thyme for friends 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with 
love.  There is much in your garden because 
you reap what you sow. 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each 
one of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27  

Fees Early Registration by April 17, 2020  $70  
Registration between April 18-May 20  $80  
One day Registration     $35  

 
*Limited Convention Grants available on first come first serve basis.  
Contact Christine Acomb for details. 901-258-0818 
 
Servant Event:  Sending Good News and Great Joy  
Discover how Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts lead to 
evangelism, discipleship, and the multiplication of believers and 
churches. The Servant Event will be held Friday morning, June 12 
from 10am - noon at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Paragould. We will 
be assembling hygiene kits. Redeemer is located at 829 W. Kings 
Highway about 3 miles Northeast of the Community Center.  
 
Ingathering:  Greene County Foster Parents Association 
(GCFPA).  Details coming soon! 
 
Registration forms are located on the LWML bulletin board in the 
hallway near the restrooms. 

“Thank you” to everyone who came out to 
assemble the LWR Personal Care Kits on Saturday, 
February 22.  We assembled 84 kits, just shy of our 
goal of 100. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:30am Peace University 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
1pm Futsal 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

2 
7am FLP 
9:45am Mom's 
Bible Study 

3 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Council Meeting 
6:30pm Men's Basketball 
- Bauer 

4 
7am FLP 
5pm Family Meal 
6:30pm Lent 
Worship Service 
7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

5 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Men's 
Basketball - PC 

6 
7am FLP 

7 
8am Men of Faith 
9am Quilters 

8 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:30am Peace University 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
5pm Confirmation 
6pm STLF Grp 
7pm Sr High Youth 

9 
6pm STLF Grp 
7am FLP 

10 
7am FLP 
6pm Trivia Night @ 
BooyaS 
6:30pm Elder Meeting 
6:30pm Men's Basketball 
- Bauer 

11 
7am FLP 
12:15pm FLP 
Board Mtg 
5pm Family Meal 
6:30pm Lent 
Worship Service 
7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

12 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Men's 
Basketball - PC 

13 
7am FLP 

14 

15 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:30am Peace University 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
1pm Futsal 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

16 
Spring Break 

St Patrick's Day           17 
Spring Break 
5pm Ladies Dinner & a 
Movie 
6:30pm Men's Basketball 
- Bauer 

18 
Spring Break 
5pm Family Meal 
6:30pm Lent 
Worship Service 
7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

19 
Spring Break 
6:30pm Men's 
Basketball - PC 

20 
Spring 
Break 

21 
8am Men of Faith 
9am Quilters 
Easter Craft 

22 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:30am Peace University 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
12pm FIA Kids 
1pm Futsal 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

23 
7am FLP 

24 
7am FLP 
6pm Trivia Night @ 
BooyaS 
6:30pm Men's Basketball 
- Bauer 

25 
7am FLP 
5pm Family Meal 
6:30pm Lent 
Worship Service 
7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

26 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Men's 
Basketball - PC 

27 
7am FLP 

28 

29 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:30am Peace University 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

30 
7am FLP 

31 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Men's Basketball 
- Bauer 

1 
7am FLP 
5pm Family Meal 
6:30pm Lent Wor-
ship Service 
7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

2 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Men's Bas-
ketball - PC 

3 
7am FLP 

4 
8am Men of Faith 
9am Quilters 

Jay & Cheryl Eubank  March 21 
Stan & Ronnye Werner March 22 
Bruce & Cynthia Canfield March 23 
Alan & Lynne Lang  March 23 
Paul & Janet Hethmon March 30 
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Rev. Rob Harbin,  Senior Pastor, Pastor.flc@comcast.net 

Rev. Clayton Sellers, Associate Pastor, pastorclayton@faithcollierville.com 

Jenny Whitely, Worship Leader & Missional Minister, flcmusic.jenny@faithcollierville.com 

Dina Foshee, Preschool Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Ann Lipe, Preschool Associate Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Christine Acomb, Church Office Manager , office@faithcollierville.com 

Lisa Blair, Accounts Payable & Receivable (Mon & Thurs), finance.flc@comcast.net 

Mark Scott, Church Council President 

Bruce Acomb, Head Elder 

Alan Lang, Treasurer 

Ardith Morgan, Property Trustee 

 
Announcements and/or Articles for Happenings or Newsletter, please email office@faithcollierville.com 
 
507 New Byhalia Road, Collierville TN 38017  
Church Office:  901-853-4673   Preschool:  901-853-0050 
Church Office Hours:    
 Monday–Thursday  9:00AM – 3:00PM  Friday  9:00AM - 12:00PM 

Website:  Faithcollierville.com 

The Mission of Faith Lutheran Church is: 
 

Embracing Our Community – Connecting as Christ's Family 
 

Just as Jesus spent time embracing His community with His care, the people of Faith believe we are 
strategically placed to reach out and share His Good News with our community.  Our goal is to advance 
the Gospel and make Christ’s love known to all.  Living the Gospel.  Proclaiming the Gospel.  
Advancing the Gospel.  Through Christ’s love at Faith Lutheran, friends become family. 

Cindy Esala 2-Mar 

Andy Goble 2-Mar 

Jacob Petz 3-Mar 

Tracey Pierce 3-Mar 

Nancy Larson 4-Mar 

Rick Rodgers 6-Mar 

Pam Turner 7-Mar 

Ronnye Werner 8-Mar 

Lynne Lang 12-Mar 

Erik Landry 13-Mar 

Bennett Baxter 15-Mar 

Bud Hurdle 15-Mar 

Abby Hall 16-Mar 

Danny Rutan 18-Mar 

Mark Broaddus 20-Mar 

Megan Fernandez  20-Mar 

Sarah Mai 21-Mar 

Evelyn Hoffman 22-Mar 

Kregg Janke 23-Mar 

Shelbie Smith 23-Mar 

Courtney Gilmore 26-Mar 

Jay Eubank 28-Mar 


