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Connecting as Christ’s Family 

  

 You and I live a connected life.  We are connected to other 

people by contract, on teams, and clubs. We are connected by 

association and as family.  More than these there is a deeper 

connection we share.  Most importantly we are connected by blood, 

the blood of Christ. You know this concept as ‘fellowship’.  

Christian fellowship is more than Christian social get-togethers.  In 

the scriptures, especially the New Testament, fellowship is more 

along the lines of co-participants in the Gospel work of Jesus.  The 

underlying Greek vocabulary word is koinonia.  Take 1 John 1:3 as 

an example that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to 

you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  John 

provides us with the wide scope of koinonia – first as a shared 

connection; then as that deeper connection through the blood of 

Jesus.  1 Corinthians 1:9 also adds to our conversation God is 

faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Our fellowship, our koinonia in the faith, is 

not centered on you and me, it is centered on our resurrected savior 

and Lord.   

 

In fellowship with one another, centered in Christ, we see 

worship for what it is – a sharing in the gifts of God.  Communion is 

an outward expression of the connection we have in Christ, in a 

shared confession and belief – a koinonia centered in Christ.  

Connecting as Christ’s family is more than a meeting of a social 

club or civic organization.  The koinonia we share aligns our goals 

in service with Christ.  Connecting as Christ’s family is to revel in 

Ash Wednesday  
February 26 at 6:30pm 
5pm - Family Dinner 

6:30pm - Worship Service  
w/Holy Communion 

 

 
 

Mid-Week Lenten Service  
March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1  

5pm - Family Dinner   
6:30pm * - Worship Service  

 
* NEW TIME 

Continued next page... 



God is faithful, by whom you 
were called into the 

fellowship of His Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  1 

Corinthians 1:9  

Christ and all that he has offered to us by grace through faith.  This is 

why Sunday worship is such a pivotal event in the life of the 

Christian, the Church and the world – Sunday morning worship is a 

celebration of the fellowship/koinonia.  Divine worship on Sunday 

morning is a strengthening of the bonds of faith and a proclamation 

to the world something divine is happening. 

 

Our koinonia flows into our daily lives as well.  When you 

care for one another in times of crisis and tragedy.  Visiting a fellow 

member in the hospital or rehab facility, picking up their kids from 

school, watching them on holidays, are ways of embodying the 

fellowship in very real and tangible ways. 

 

 I offer to you two verses from a well known hymn to 

summarize the idea of this fellowship/koinonia we have in Christ… 

 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds Is like to that above. 

 

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear; 

And often for each other flows The sympathizing tear. 

Blest be the Tie That Binds LSB 649 v. 1&3 

Continued... 

What does Koinonia mean in the 
Bible? 

The essential meaning of 
the koinonia embraces concepts 
conveyed in the English terms 
community, communion, joint 
participation, sharing and 
intimacy. Koinonia can therefore 
refer in some contexts to a jointly 
contributed gift. The word 
appears 19 times in most editions 
of the Greek New Testament. 

Wikipedia 



FLP Registration Day 2020. These dedicated parents came and lined up through the 
night starting at 5:05 pm yesterday! We are continually blown away by the commit-
ment these parents show to become a part of our Preschool program. God is richly 
blessing us with sweet families here at FLP!  

FLP Teacher Blessing Sunday for National Lutheran Schools Week (NLSW).  The week 
provides the network of 1,950 LCMS preschools, elementary schools and high schools with 
the public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work in Lutheran schools. 



Faith In Action Kids 
Nailed it! Decorating 
Party - Thank you 
Candice Baxter for 
leading this event.  The 
kids had a BLAST! 



Where moth and rust decay 

by Tim Pauls 
 
A few years back, I needed a 
nice coat. There were times 
when I’d find myself standing 
graveside in the midwinter cold, 
and a green ski parka seemed a 
suboptimal choice for the 
presiding minister. It took some 
hunting, but eventually I scored. 
At a Dillard’s Presidents’ Day 
sale, I found one overcoat left in 
my size. It was a charcoal-gray 
blend of wool and cashmere, 
with a label that said “Ralph 
Lauren.” It’s one of those coats 
that makes you feel instantly 
warm when you put it on, and it 
was on clearance at a price 
tailor-made for cheapskates like 
me. For $75, I bought the nicest 
coat I’ve ever owned — and I 
felt sure I was buying it for a 
lifetime. 
 
The coat was carefully hung in a 
closet, to be brought out only 
for special, frigid occasions. It 
served me well a couple of 
times the following winter, and 
early in the winter after that, I 
had need of it again. But then, 

as I stood at a 
graveside, head 
hunched against the 
cold wind as people 
mingled or filtered 
away, I noticed 
something on the left 
sleeve — a trail eaten 
out of the wool like a 
path dug through 
snow. At the end of the 

trail was a hole. Something had 
eaten my coat — my wool-
cashmere coat, made by Ralph 
Lauren (in case I forgot to 
mention that before), and 
purchased to last a lifetime. If I 
were vain, this would have 
caused me some distress. 
 
As it turns out, maybe I’m a 
little vain. 
 
Apparently, moths in Idaho 
have impeccable taste. One little 
insect had done irreparable 
harm. There was no way to fix 
the damage: My coat would 
never be the same again. 
 
“Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but 
lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven.” The Lord’s words 
from Matthew 6:19–20 ring out 

on Ash Wednesday, and my 
coat bears silent witness to how 
true they are. For now, the arm 
inside the coat is doing better 
than the sleeve, but that will not 
always be the case: “Remember 
you are dust, and to dust you 
will return.” 
 
Whenever I wear my coat, it 
serves as a rueful reminder to 
repent of vanity and pride. Since 
I cannot mend it, I’ve instead 
come to see it as a theological 
metaphor: the moth-eaten “law” 
sleeve is on the left, while the 
right is the “gospel” sleeve on 
the arm I use for blessing. 
 
Who knows? If it does indeed 
last a lifetime, maybe I’ll ask to 
be buried in it. It seems a good 
thing to put into the ground: 
There, it can complete its 
journey back to dust. Me, I’ll 
look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to 
come, solely for the sake of 
Jesus, who alone of all flesh has 
not seen corruption (Ps. 16:10), 
and whose right hand and holy 
arm have won salvation for me 
(Ps. 98:1). 
 
The Rev. Tim Pauls is the pastor 
of Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Boise, Idaho, and a 
collegium fellow for 
DOXOLOGY: The Lutheran 
Center for Spiritual Care and 
Counsel. 
 
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/where-
moth-and-rust-decay/  

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/where-moth-and-rust-decay/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/where-moth-and-rust-decay/


Meaning of the LCMS Logo Cross  

The LCMS logo is three crosses in 
one. It declares that “we worship 
one God in Trinity and Trinity in 
Unity.”  

The open arms point upward toward 
God in prayer and openly receive 
God’s grace. The lower arms point 
down, as if open to embrace the 
world with God’s love.  

The 12 individual parts of the logo 
cross remind us of the 12 tribes of 
Israel and the 12 apostles. The four 
arms appear to be in motion, as we 
urgently tell the world what God’s 
love in Jesus Christ means to us and, 
uniquely, as Missouri Synod 
Lutherans.  

Loving Others, One Soul at a Time 

By Kevin D. Robson 
 
To be loved by another — 
truly, deeply, enduringly — is 
perhaps the most powerful 
experience of our humanity. 
In the faith begun at the 
baptismal font, Christians 
know this love: what it is to 
be loved by Jesus and to love 
Him, to live in Him and to 
live by Him, having 
contentment in every 
circumstance (Phil. 4:11b–
13). 
 
Admittedly, in our fallen 
state, our awareness of this 
love waxes and wanes. 
Nevertheless, His magnificent 
love endures. So the apostle 
offers an encouraging 
reminder: “Beloved, let us 
love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and 
knows God. … In this the 
love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, 
not that we have loved God 
but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins” (1 John 4:7, 9–
10). This is uncompromising, 
sacrificial, abiding love! 
 
“It takes two to tango.” No 
one can love or be loved in a 
vacuum. Love intentionally 

takes on flesh, accompanied 
by willful movement and 
action toward another. First 
and foremost, this is God in 
Christ for us. Being loved by 
Him in this unworldly way — 
in His incarnation, suffering, 
death and resurrection — is 
the only thing that enables 
each of us, as individual 
members of Christ’s Body, to 
embody and return that love 
— truly, deeply, enduringly 
— to another. It happens 
person to person, even within 
the wider context of the 
Church — a multitude, but 
nonetheless a multitude 
constituted by many faces, 
every one unique. In this 
throng, you are there. 
 
Consider the individuals 
loved in the following pages 
of this issue of Lutherans 
Engage the World. The 
Gospel is spoken from one 
person’s mouth into another’s 
ears. Mercy is delivered from 
the hands of one who serves 
to another who is suffering. 
Joyfully Lutheran, we 
proceed along the way of 
love, one soul at a time. 
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Kevin D. Robson 
Chief Mission Officer, The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod 
 
https://engage.lcms.org/one-soul-at-
a-time-winter-2017/  

https://engage.lcms.org/one-soul-at-a-time-winter-2017/
https://engage.lcms.org/one-soul-at-a-time-winter-2017/


Faith in the public square: LCMS youth 
starts pro-life group at her public high school 

By Cheryl Magness 
 
At a time when biblical 
Christianity is under increasing 
attack in both popular culture 
and the public square, it can be 
scary to stand up for the sanctity 
of life. 
 
But that didn’t deter Anna 
Young, an LCMS pastor’s 
daughter in Nashville, Tenn., 
from doing so. Several months 
ago, Anna started a Students for 
Life of America (SFLA) group 
at her public high school. It is 
the first such group at a public 
high school in Davidson County, 
Tenn. 
 
“I think it is one thing to say you 
are pro-life, but it is another to 
actually act on that,” Anna 
explains. “I think a lot of people 
keep their pro-life views to 
themselves, but I found myself 
questioning that. I always think 
of the Elie Wiesel quote, 
‘Neutrality helps the oppressor, 
never the victim.’ … I had to do 
something.” 
 
For Anna, that “something” 
could have easily remained 
within her family and church. 
She grew up being taught that 
life is 
sacred 
because it 
is created 
by God. 

Her father, the Rev. Phillip 
Young, is pastor at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Nashville 
and life coordinator for the 
LCMS Mid-South District, so 
Anna has participated in pro-life 
conferences and other events 
since she was a child. But she 
wanted to do more. 
 
“This isn’t just a religious or 
political issue,” continues Anna. 
“It’s a human rights issue. … 
People ask why I don’t keep this 
issue in the faith realm. Why did 
I have to extend it to the public 
arena of my high school? 
 
“My answer is simple. It is too 
important. Life is too precious 
— all life, at all stages, from all 
backgrounds and all parts of the 
world. Life is not just a political 
or religious issue, but a human 
rights issue. Once I truly 
understood the magnitude and 
reality of the injustice at hand, I 
couldn’t sit and watch my fellow 
peers not know the truth.” 
 
To read more go to: 
https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/faith
-in-the-public-square-lcms-
youth-starts-pro-life-group-at-
her-public-high-school/  

Students for Life members Bella Ford 
and Bailey Babb write letters to clients 
of Hope Clinic, a Nashville pregnancy 
resource center. The letters will be 
included in care packages for ex-
pectant mothers. (Anna Young)  

https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/faith-in-the-public-square-lcms-youth-starts-pro-life-group-at-her-public-high-school/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/faith-in-the-public-square-lcms-youth-starts-pro-life-group-at-her-public-high-school/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/faith-in-the-public-square-lcms-youth-starts-pro-life-group-at-her-public-high-school/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/faith-in-the-public-square-lcms-youth-starts-pro-life-group-at-her-public-high-school/


More information on Mid-South District Convention, next page... 

Copy of chart can be found on the LWML bulletin board 
located by the restrooms. 



REGISTRATION FORMS 
Located on the LWML Bulletin 
Board in hallway next to restrooms 



Gunner Gilmore 4-Feb 

Joanne Roberts 5-Feb 

Beckett Gilmore 6-Feb 

Phil Mahnken 6-Feb 

Nancy Malloy 7-Feb 

Robbie Robbins 7-Feb 

Karen Kueck 10-Feb 

Karen Pintner 10-Feb 

Ardith Morgan 12-Feb 

Mike McConnell 13-Feb 

Thomas Simmons 13-Feb 

Lauren Rodgers 14-Feb 

Sue Bruback 16-Feb 

Gloria Connolly 16-Feb 

Ella Johnson 16-Feb 

J.J. Gleaves 20-Feb 

Roberta Lotz 20-Feb 

Hunter Woods 20-Feb 

Chuck Pintner 21-Feb 

John Oommen 22-Feb 

Logan Kobasic 23-Feb 

Louisa Madea 23-Feb 

Chelle Mai 23-Feb 

Mark Franks 24-Feb 

Tyler Welch 24-Feb 

Marshall Austin 26-Feb 

Donna Myers 26-Feb 

Bethany Harbin 27-Feb 

Bick & Abby Hall 9-Feb 

Ron & Debbie Ferguson 14-Feb 

Buddy & Marie Mote 14-Feb 

Ron & Julia Shaw 14-Feb 

Rusty & Erin Haltom 23-Feb 

Keith & Donna Kuhlmann 28-Feb 

“So we have come to 

know and to believe 

the love that God 

has for us.  God is 

love, and whoever 

abides in love 

abides in God, and 

God abides in him."  

1John 4:16 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
8:15am Traditional Service 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
1pm Futsal 
5pm Confirmation 
Lutheran Schools Week 
7pm Sr High Youth 

27 
Lutheran Schools Week 
7am FLP 
9:45am Mom's Bible 
Study 
6pm Futsal 

28 
Lutheran Schools Week 
7am FLP 
6pm Trivia Night @ 
BooyaS 
6:30pm Men's Basketball 

29 
Lutheran Schools Week 
7am FLP 
10am Family Chapel 
11:00am Bible Study 
7pm Praise Team Re-
hearsal 

30 
Lutheran Schools Week 
7am FLP 
10am Family Chapel 
6pm FLP Open House 

31 
Lutheran Schools Week 
7am FLP 
6pm Futsal 

1 
Lutheran 
Schools Week 
8am Men of 
Faith 
1pm PC - Gym 

2 
8:15am Traditional 
Srvc 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
12pm Confirmation 
1pm Futsal 
7pm Sr High Youth 

3 
7am FLP 
9:45am Mom's 
Bible Study 
6pm Futsal 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

4 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Men’s 
Basketball 
6:30pm Council 
Meeting 

5 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

6 
7am FLP 
6pm Futsal 

7 
7am FLP 
6pm Futsal 

8 
9am Security 
Team 

9 
8:15am Traditional 
Srvc 
9:30am Peace Uni-
versity 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

10 
7am FLP 
9:45am Mom's 
Bible Study 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

11 
7am FLP 
6pm Trivia 
Night @ 
BooyaS 
6:30pm Elder 
Meeting 

12 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

13 
7am FLP 

14 
7am FLP 
Noon FLP 
Closed 

15 
8am Men of 
Faith 
9am Quilters 
6pm February 
Fellowship 

16 
8:15am Traditional 
Srvc 
9:30am Peace Uni-
versity 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

  President’s Day    
17 

Church Office & 
FLP Closed 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

18 
7am FLP 
5pm Ladies Din-
ner & a Movie 

19 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
12:15pm FLP 
Board 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

20 
7am FLP 

21 
7am FLP 

22 
9am LWML 
Personal Care 
Kit Assembly 

23 
8:15am Traditional 
Srvc 
9:30am Peace Uni-
versity 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
12:30pm FIA Kids 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

24 
7am FLP 
9:45am Mom's 
Bible Study 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

25 
7am FLP 
6pm Trivia 
Night @ 
BooyaS 

    Ash Wed   26 
7am FLP 
5pm Family 
Meal 
6:30pm Ash 
Wednesday Ser-
vice 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 
  

27 
7am FLP 

28 
7am FLP 
Set Up VBS Fun 
Shop 

29 
8:30am VBS 
Fun Shop 



The Mission of Faith Lutheran Church is:  
 

Embracing Our Community – Connecting as Christ's Family 
 

Just as Jesus spent time embracing His community with His care, the people of Faith 
believe we are strategically placed to reach out and share His Good News with our 
community.  Our goal is to advance the Gospel and make Christ’s love known to 
all.  Living the Gospel.  Proclaiming the Gospel.  Advancing the Gospel.  Through 
Christ’s love at Faith Lutheran, friends become family. 

Rev. Rob Harbin,  Senior Pastor, Pastor.flc@comcast.net 

Rev. Clayton Sellers, Associate Pastor, pastorclayton@faithcollierville.com 

Jenny Whitely, Worship Leader & Missional Minister, flcmusic.jenny@faithcollierville.com 

Dina Foshee, Preschool Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Ann Lipe, Preschool Associate Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Christine Acomb, Church Office Manager , office@faithcollierville.com 

Lisa Blair, Accounts Payable & Receivable (Mon & Thurs), finance.flc@comcast.net 

Mark Scott, Church Council President 

Bruce Acomb, Head Elder 

Alan Lang, Treasurer 

Ardith Morgan, Property Trustee 

 

Announcements and/or Articles for Happenings or Newsletter, please email 

 printmedia@faithcollierville.com 

 

507 New Byhalia Road, Collierville TN 38017  

Church Office:  901-853-4673   Preschool:  901-853-0050 

Church Office Hours:    

 Monday–Thursday  9:00AM – 3:00PM  Friday  9:00AM - 12:00PM 

Website:  Faithcollierville.com 
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