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“WE LOVE, BECAUSE GOD FIRST LOVE US!” 

I came across the following “valentine” I thought I’d share –  

 

“Dearest Jimmy, No words could ever express the great unhappiness I’ve felt since breaking our 
engagement.  Please say you’ll take me back.  No one could ever take your place in my heart, so please 
forgive me.  I love you, I love you, I love you! 

Yours forever, Marie 

P.S., And congratulations on winning the state lottery.” 

 

Dear members and friends of Faith, 
 
This funny anecdote reveals a great truth about human love … Have you ever noticed how easy it is to 
love someone who can offer you something?  It’s easy to love someone when that someone makes you 
feel great.  It’s easy to love someone who does you favors and is always there for you.  It’s easy to love 
someone who is lovable.  No one ever says – I love you because you annoy me.  I love you because you make 
me break out in hives. 
 
This is what I call “the principle of reciprocity.”  Put simply, we love those who can offer us something in 
return.  Yet sadly, even tragically, when some do not get what they want they withhold their love and 
relationships suffer, even die.  And maybe some of you reading this have experienced that hurt and felt that 
pain. 
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But unlike human love God’s love is NOT based on the flawed “principle of reciprocity.”  God does NOT say 
– I love you because of what you offer me.  Or, I love you because you’re lovable.  He knows our sin.  Sin that 
has brought HIM hurt and pain.  Yet God says – I love you EVEN THOUGH…  I love you DESPITE YOURSELF.  
And He doesn’t just say it, He proves it.  St. Paul wrote –  
 

“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners Christ died for us.” 
 
Christ has changed everything … So that no matter how good you are you cannot increase God’s love for 
you.  No matter how bad you are God will not love you any less.  We cannot influence God’s love toward us 
IN ANY WAY.  He loves us because of Christ’s great sacrifice on the cross and continues loving us on account 
of His resurrection.  He loves us because “GOD IS LOVE.”  . 
 
Our response is simple.  Just like St. John wrote – “We love because God first loved us.”  Examine yourself:  
Who do I talk to?  Who do I serve?  Who do I go out of my way to see?  Why?  Who do I ignore?  Who do I go 
out of my way to avoid?  Why?  Our faith shows clearly as we love and serve others, even when they aren’t 
all that lovable – And I would say – ESPECIALLY when they aren’t all that lovable.  For that is the expression of 
TRUE love we have seen in Christ. 
 
Our sin made us unlovable.  Praise our Triune God for His unconditional love for us in Christ. Amen. 

Love, joy, peace 

The fruits of the Spirit in Gal. 5:22–23 begin with these three: love, joy and peace. God’s Holy Spirit 

fills us with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

These are given to us as gifts. We live in this fruit as the Spirit lives in us. Love originates in God’s love 

for us in Christ, and results in our love for others. Joy comes from trusting in the Good News of God’s 

love in Christ, and results in lives of joy in 

God’s grace. Peace is the gift of reconciliation 

and fellowship with the Almighty God through 

the forgiveness of sins, and results in our lives of 

peace as we forgive just as Christ has forgiven 

us.  

Find out more at joyfullylutheran.org. 
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Festival of St. Matthias, Apostle 

By Pastor Rickert 

Matthias is one of the lesser-

known apostles. He was 

appointed to the apostolic band 

to replace Judas, who betrayed 

Jesus and committed suicide. 

His appointment, and the 

qualifications for being an 

apostle, is found in Acts 1:15-

25. An apostle has to be a 

witness of Jesus’ ministry from 

his baptism to his ascension, as 

well as a witness of the 

Resurrection. Two men met the 

requirements, Joseph Barsabus 

and Matthias. When you realize 

that there were a number of 

women present that met these 

qualifications but did not have 

their names put forward, it 

seems another qualification was 

to be a man. 

 

Details about Matthias are hard 

to come by. A very early 

tradition states that both 

Matthias and Joseph were part 

of the group of 70 (or 72) men 

Jesus sent out in Luke 10:1-20. 

All traditions agree that he died 

a martyr’s death, probably by a 

double bladed ax. 

 

The traditions give a number of 

choices for his field of ministry. 

Some suggest he went to 

Ethiopia; others say he went to 

Armenia, the first nation to 

adopt Christianity as a national 

religion. The most likely place 

for his death is at Colchis in 

Asia Minor, around 50 AD. The 

church of St. Matthias in Trier, 

Germany, claims the honor of 

being the final burial site for 

Matthias the only one of the 

Twelve to be buried in Europe 

north of the Alps. 

 

His Feast Day was one of the 

last of the Apostles to be added 

to the calendar, occurring in the 

eleventh century. No one seems 

to know why February 25 was 

chosen. Back in 1969 the 

Roman Catholic Church 

changed their remembrance of 

Matthias from February 25 to 

May 14. Most have not 

followed their example. 

 

Matthias served the Lord 

faithfully, but he was not one of 

the original Twelve. When his 

name was called, though, he 

was ready. Even after he was 

appointed to be one of the 

Twelve, he does not get directly 

referred to again in the Bible. 

So we too may serve the Lord 

far from the limelight. When we 

are called, Matthias reminds us 

to be ready. Even if our moment 

is only a moment, and then we 

serve the Lord for the rest of our 

years once more far from the 

limelight, we know that the 

Lord remembers our service. 

Matthias was a faithful servant 

of the Lord. 

 

While tradition does assign 

certain deeds to him, for the 

most part Matthias is a mystery. 

This is true of most of the 

Apostles (and most of humanity 

including us, if we are honest). 

In Martin Luther Koehneke 

(1916-1995) address to the 

graduates of Concordia 

Teachers College in 1961, he 

had some great insights about 

this whole obscurity thing that I 

want to share with you. (It will 

help to remember that the word 

“apostle” means “sent one.”) 

 

If I allowed you five minutes, 

could you name the twelve 

apostles? Peter, James, and John 

we know. Oh yes, there is 

another James, and then there is 

Matthew. If you could mention 

the others, how do you explain 

the way the New Testament 

permits them to appear on the 

stage of history as if they had 

dropped from the clouds, only 

to vanish as abruptly as if they 

had fallen through a trap door? 

 

I should like to pursue this 

question a little further with you 

who have been summoned by 

the Lord and sent out by Him to 

serve, and discuss briefly the 

thought of The Glory of 

Obscurity. 

 

Your purpose as a twentieth 

century apostle is the purpose of 

any apostle of any century: to 

bear witness to the Light. From 

beginning to end, the true Hero 

of the Scriptures is not men; it is 

God. Men are important only as 

instruments and organs of God. 

Christ is the Vine, we are the 

branches, and without Him we 

can do nothing. Nothing! But 

He is by His Spirit the sole 
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That They May Know 
By Rev. Philip Young,  
Mid-South District Life Coordinator. 

“Festival of St Mattias, Apostle” continued... 

worker in the progress of 

His Church. He builds, He 

sanctifies, He glorifies. And 

He must remain our 

strength, our wisdom, and 

our righteousness, our all in 

all, our alpha and omega. 

We are channels; He is the 

flashing water of life. 

 

“Thou are the organ, whose full breath is thunder; 

I am the Keys, beneath Thy fingers pressed.” 

 

Ever since Christianity began, men have been talking 

as if it were at the point of perishing. But they leave 

Christ out of their reckoning. When you become 

conscious of your own weaknesses, are tempted to 

think of your tasks as heavy, or when you are 

complacent in your own power, or tempted to regard 

your task as easy, think of Him Who braces you for 

every duty and rebukes your easy-going idleness. 

Union with Him remains your only true strength, and 

oblivion of yourselves your highest wisdom. 

 

No doubt those apostles who have no place in history 

toiled honestly, did their Lord’s commands, yet 

oblivion has swallowed it all. They became partakers 

of the glory of obscurity. 

 

To read more go to: 

http://ourredeemernewark.org/festival-of-st-matthias-

apostle/ 

On Reformation Day, 

Wednesday, October 

31st, I took a group of 

eleven people from my 

congregation to the 

movie “Gosnell: The 

Trial of America’s 

Biggest Serial Killer.” 

The title sounds like a horror film, not 

something that sanctified Lutherans should be 

watching. It is, in fact, a horror film about the 

carnage of abortion, and Lutherans should 

definitely see it so that they may know what is 

happening in this unholy industry and that 

they may tell others. 

 

The film does not use a whole lot of shocking 

images of death, just shocked faces. That was 

the biggest impact for me in viewing this very 

important film: the faces of people who didn’t 

know but now knew. From the detectives to 

the prosecutor to the jury members, nobody 

had any idea what went on inside Gosnell’s 

abortion clinic or any other abortion clinic. 

They didn’t know until they heard the 

testimony of the workers and saw for 

themselves, or saw the photographs. 

 

Perhaps the movie’s most damning argument 

against abortion is the testimony a of doctor 

who sits on the witness stand and describes 

the legal way to kill and remove an infant in 

the womb. This doctor’s face is also telling as 

she is in horror that Dr. Gosnell would kill 

moments after birth. It is a powerful display 

of rationalizing shades of evil. 

 

There were many things I didn’t know prior to 

seeing the movie. One particular piece of 

information I didn’t know is that the Grand 

Jury concluded “political reasons” accounted 

for why the Pennsylvania Department of 

Health stopped mandatory state inspections of 

abortion clinics. This is how Gosnell operated 

his clinic illegally for so long. 

 

Many people have never heard of Gosnell or 

the case that resulted in his conviction. That’s 

why the movie was made. If you are not completely in 

the know, then I urge to you to do a little research. 

Start with the two articles in the LCMS Reporter and 

the LCMS Statement on the conviction: 

 

Movie review: ‘Gosnell: The Trial of America’s 

Biggest Serial Killer’ 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/movie-review-gosnell-the-

trial-of-americas-biggest-serial-killer/ 

 

The Kermit Gosnell Verdict: Implications for Pro-Life 

Lutheran Christians – A statement by LCMS Life 

Ministries 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2013/the-kermit-gosnell-verdict-

implications-for-pro-life-lutheran-christians/ 

 

https://mid-southlcms.org/that-they-may-know/ 
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“I give you thanks, O Lord, with 

my whole heart; before the gods I 

sing your praise; I bow down 

toward your holy temple and give 

thanks to your name for your 

steadfast love and your 

faithfulness, for you have exalted 

above all things your name and 

your word. On the day I called, 

you answered me; my strength of 

soul you increased … Though I 

walk in the midst of trouble, you 

preserve my life; you stretch out 

your hand against the wrath of 

my enemies, and your right hand 

delivers me. The Lord will fulfill 

his purpose for me; your steadfast 

love, O Lord, endures forever. Do 

not forsake the work of your 

hands” (Ps.138:1-3, 7-8).  

 

It is easy to give thanks to God 

when prayers are answered as we 

hoped. A surgery is successful, a 

loved one recovers, a river in 

flood recedes and in response we 

readily and whole-heartedly join 

the psalmist in praise of God’s 

exalted name and Word. We pray, 

the Lord answers and our strength 

of soul is increased. Hope soars 

and faith is made strong. We give 

thanks and sing praise for 

answered prayers.  

 

But what if our prayers are not 

answered as we hoped? We beg 

and plead and God does not give 

us the longed-for answer. A loved 

one dies, an illness continues, a 

storm does not change course and 

spare our property. Where is 

God? Is He listening as He 

promised? How can we praise 

God when He seems to be silent? 

At such times our praise 

continues, but it takes a different 

shape. Our praise does not ring 

with songs and rejoicing but is 

formed instead into obedient 

submission to God’s will and 

purpose. Our praise takes shape 

as humble trust.  

 

On the night our Lord Jesus was 

betrayed, He spent time in prayer 

to His Father. Jesus prayed that 

He might not have to drink the 

cup of suffering that awaited 

Him, the cup of God’s wrath 

against human sin, including 

ours. Yet Jesus also prayed that 

His Father’s will would be 

accomplished, “Father, if you are 

willing, remove this cup from me. 

Nevertheless, not my will, but 

yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). 

Even strengthened by an angel, 

the Savior continued to pray in 

anguish so great that His sweat 

“became like great drops of blood 

falling to the ground” (Luke 

22:44). The cup was not removed. 

Jesus was arrested, tried and 

condemned to death. The 

innocent Son of God was nailed 

to the cross. For us He drained 

the terrible cup of suffering and 

wrath.  

 

Shortly before His death, Jesus 

had prayed, “Father, the hour has 

come; glorify your Son that the 

Son may glorify you” (John 

17:1). The Son desired the 

Father’s glory and Jesus’ praise 

for His heavenly Father took 

shape as submission to His 

Father’s will; He became 

“obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:8). 

On the cross He fulfilled His 

Father’s purpose — our salvation. 

Jesus stood in our place and 

suffered the penalty we deserved 

for our sins.  

In His death and resurrection, our 

sins are swept away. Adopted 

through Baptism as God’s 

beloved sons and daughters, 

nourished by our Lord’s holy 

Supper, we receive strength to 

glorify our heavenly Father in all 

circumstances. When our prayers 

are answered as we hoped, we 

shout for joy and sing His praise, 

but when the answers are not as 

we asked, our praise will reflect 

the glory that Jesus brought to 

His Father through the cross. In 

humble trust, we place ourselves 

into our Father’s hands, “The 

Lord will fulfill his purpose for 

me; your steadfast love, O Lord, 

endures forever. Do not forsake 

the work of your hands.”  

 

Prayer Heavenly Father, you have 

commanded us to pray and have 

promised to hear our prayers. 

When our prayers are answered 

as we hope, accept our joyful 

praise and thanks. When, 

according to Your gracious will, 

You answer in ways we did not 

seek, lead us by Your Spirit to 

conform our hearts and minds to 

the life of our Savior so that our 

praise takes the shape of humble 

trust. For Jesus’ sake, forgive our 

sins and fulfill Your purpose in 

our lives. Your steadfast love 

endures forever. Amen.  

 
LCMS-Disaster-Response-40-Daily-Devotions-of-

Gods-Comfort.pdf 

Your Steadfast 
Love Endures 

Forever! 

The Shape of Praise 



CARD MAKING  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH! 
 

Come out on Wednesday, Feb 20 to make cards to be used 

by the LWML Sonshine Committee. You will learn basic 

rubber stamping and paper crafting skills, while enjoying a 

night out with the ladies!!  Dinner of soups and salad will be served at 6 PM in 

Fellowship Hall. We will start making cards at 6:45 PM.  Women and teen girls are 

invited to attend. No crafting experience needed - we will teach you! Please sign 

up at the LWML Bulletin Board near the church nursery so we know how much 

food to prepare.  Questions? Please reach out to Meg Lowitzer at 901-848-0880. 

Ladies of Faith - Please join us on Saturday, Feb 23, for a special prayer service led by Pastor Sellers. 

The theme for this year's LWML Prayer Service is GOD CARES FOR YOU! based on Psalm 94:17–

19: If the Lord had not been my help, my soul would soon have lived in the land of silence. When I 
thought, “My foot slips,” your steadfast love, O LORD, held me up. When the cares of my heart are 
many, your consolations cheer my soul.  

This is an abbreviated worship service with materials provided by the national LWML 

organization. Coffee fellowship starts at 9:30AM; service will start at 10:00AM and will last about an 

hour.  There is no charge for this event, but please RSVP by Wednesday, Feb 20, on the sign-up sheet 

located on the LWML Bulletin Board (to the left of the church nursery) so we can plan 

accordingly. Childcare provided upon request. Our sisters in Christ from the West TN Zone are also 

invited to attend. Contact Meg Lowitzer with any questions at 901-848-0880.   
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Gunner Gilmore 4-Feb 

Ken Schlapkohl 4-Feb 

Joanne Roberts 5-Feb 

Beckett Gilmore 6-Feb 

Kit Joseph 6-Feb 

Phil Mahnken 6-Feb 

Nancy Malloy 7-Feb 

Karen Kueck 10-Feb 

Karen Pintner 10-Feb 

Ardith Morgan 12-Feb 

Mike McConnell 13-Feb 

Thomas Simmons 13-Feb 

Nancy Vickers 13-Feb 

Lauren Rodgers 14-Feb 

Sue Bruback 16-Feb 

Ella Johnson 16-Feb 

J.J. Gleaves 20-Feb 

Roberta Lotz 20-Feb 

Hunter Woods 20-Feb 

Chuck Pintner 21-Feb 

John Oommen 22-Feb 

Logan Kobasic 23-Feb 

Louisa Madea 23-Feb 

Chelle Mai 23-Feb 

Mark Franks 24-Feb 

Marshall Austin 26-Feb 

Donna Myers 26-Feb 

Bethany Harbin 27-Feb 

Bick & Abby Hall 9-Feb 

Ron & Debbie Fergeson 14-Feb 

Buddy & Marie Mote 14-Feb 

Rusty & Erin Haltom 23-Feb 

Keith & Donna Kuhlmann 28-Feb 

Bob & Mary Sturzenbecher 29-Feb 

BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES 

Agape (Pronounced: Uh-GAH-

pay) is the highest of the four types 

of love in the Bible. This term 

defines God's immeasurable, 

incomparable love for humankind. 

It is the divine love that comes from 

God. Agape love is perfect, 

unconditional, sacrificial, and pure. 

 

Jesus Christ demonstrated this kind 

of divine love to his Father and to 

all humanity in the way he lived and 

died.   



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

Lutheran 
Schools Week 

6pm Futsal 

2 

8am Men of 
Faith 

9am Futsal 

10am Quilters 

3 

8:15am Traditional Worship 

9:40am Sunday School 

11am Hope Worship 

12pm Confirmation 

1pm Futsal 

7pm Sr High Youth 

4 

6pm Futsal 

6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

5 

6pm Futsal 

6:30pm Council 
Meeting 

6 

10:30am Bible 
Study 

7pm Sr High Youth 

7pm Praise Team 

Rehearsal 

7 

6pm FLP 
Private Event 

6pm Futsal 

8 

6pm Futsal 

9 

9am Futsal 

9am LWML 
Helping Hands 
Day 

10 

8:15am Traditional Worship 

9:40am Sunday School 

11am Hope Worship 

5pm Confirmation 

7pm Sr High Youth 

11 

12:30pm FLP 
Board Meeting 

6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

12 

6pm Trivia Night @ 
BooyaS 

6:30pm Elder 
Meeting 

13 

10:30am Bible 
Study 

7pm Sr High Youth 

7pm Praise Team 

Rehearsal 

14 

  

15 

 FLP Half Day 

Sr High Mid-
Winter Retreat 

16 

Sr High Mid-
Winter 
Retreat 

8am Men of 
Faith 

10am Quilters 

17 

Sr High Mid-Winter Retreat 

8:15am Traditional Worship 

9:40am Sunday School 

11am Hope Worship 

5pm Confirmation 

 

18 

Church Office 
Closed 

6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

19 

 5:30pm Ladies 
Dinner and a Movie 

20 

10:30am Bible 
Study 

7pm Sr High Youth 

7pm Praise Team 

Rehearsal 

21 

  

22 

  

23 

10am 
Quilters/
Nelson 

10am LWML 
West TN Zone 
Prayer Service  

24 

8:15am Traditional Worship 

9:40am Sunday School 

11am Hope Worship 

5pm Confirmation 

7pm Sr High Youth 

25 

6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

26 

5:30pm Ladies 
Dinner and a Movie 

6pm Trivia Night @ 
BooyaS 

27 

10:30am Bible 
Study 

7pm Sr High Youth 

7pm Praise Team 

Rehearsal 

28 

  

1 

  

2 

8am Men of 
Faith 

10am Quilters 



Rev. Rob Harbin,  Senior Pastor, Pastor.flc@comcast.net 

Rev. Clayton Sellers, Associate Pastor, pastorclayton@faithcollierville.com 

Jenny Whitely, Worship Leader & Missional Minister, flcmusic.jenny@faithcollierville.com 

Dina Foshee, Preschool Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Ann Lipe, Preschool Associate Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Christine Acomb, Church Office Manager , office@faithcollierville.com 

Lisa Blair, Accounts Payable & Receivable (Mon & Thurs), finance.flc@comcast.net 

Mark Scott, Church Council President 

Bruce Acomb, Head Elder 

Alan Lang, Treasurer 

Ardith Morgan, Property Trustee 

 

Announcements and/or Articles for Happenings or Newsletter, please email 

 printmedia@faithcollierville.com 

 

507 New Byhalia Road, Collierville TN 38017  

Church Office:  901-853-4673   Preschool:  901-853-0050 

Church Office Hours:    

 Monday–Thursday  9:00AM – 3:00PM  Friday  9:00AM - 12:00PM 

Website:  Faithcollierville.com 

The Mission of Faith Lutheran Church is:  

 

Embracing Our Community – Connecting as Christ's Family 

 

Just as Jesus spent time embracing His community with His care, the people of Faith believe we 

are strategically placed to reach out and share His Good News with our community.  Our goal is to 

advance the Gospel and make Christ’s love known to all.  Living the Gospel.  Proclaiming the 

Gospel.  Advancing the Gospel.  Through Christ’s love at Faith Lutheran, friends become family. 
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