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As many of you know one of my passions is birding.  Being out in God’s creation watching and listening 

and listing birds is one of my favorite things to do.  In fact – even as I write this – peak migration season for 

this part of the world is the first week of May as birds that have been wintering south make their way through 

to breeding grounds across the continent. 

 

Birds actually play a significant role throughout Scripture.  From doves to ravens and ostriches to eagles, 

our God used birds to offer many life-lessons to His people.  Luther titled one of his sermons – “Let the Little 

Birds be Your Theologians.”  But Luther was only quoting our Risen Lord Himself who said – “Consider the 

birds of the air…”  
 

As we make our way through the Easter season this May, one particular passage comes to mind –  
“Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the Everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and His understanding no one can fathom.  He gives strength to the 

weary and increases the power of the weak.  Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and 

fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  (Isaiah 40:28-31) 

 

No bird gets more mention in Scripture than the majestic eagle.  To watch an eagle fly is an exhilarating 



sight (In fact, I’ve seen two fly directly over our 

church!).  To watch the strength.  The grace.  

The agility.  No wonder our nation chose the 

eagle as its symbol! 

 

The prophet Isaiah points to this majestic 

bird as a picture of you and me when our 

faith and hope is in the Lord.  Certainly we 

face many storms in this life, a life filled with 

sin and suffering.  Stress at work.  Illness.  

Financial travails.  Family conflict.  Even the 

loss of loved ones. 

 

But in the eagle we get a picture of what it 

means to be Easter Christians.  When the 

eagle sees storm clouds gathering, with his 

divinely designed wing structure, he uses the 

wind to rise above it.  With a wingspan of 72 

inches the eagle can actually soar for hours 

without using any wing beats, rising as high as 

10,000 feet.  Think about that.   

 

Isn’t our faith and hope in Christ’s 

resurrection the “wings” that enable us to 

soar through the toughest times?  Indeed, that 

is precisely what the prophet tells us.  Christ has 

overcome the toughest storm any of us will ever 

face – the grave.  If our Living Savior can 

master the storm of the cross and tomb, what 

can He do for us in the midst of the smaller 

storms? 

 

Through faith in Christ’s victory over sin, 

death and the devil, we have been re-made to 

fly, not grovel in the dust of the earth.  

Through faith in Christ He will bear you up on 

His wings of victory.  So we live with 

confidence, not because we won’t face anymore 

storms … We know they loom on the horizon 

every day.  But, rather, we will put our trust and 

hope in the Lord to carry us through.  As we 

sing in the hymn –  

 

“And he will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 

Bear you on the breath of dawn, 

Make you to shine like the sun, 

And hold you in the palm of his hand.” 

 

 

 

May is National Military Appreciation Month 

(NMAM)! Faith has the opportunity to recognize and 

honor all men and women of our U.S. Armed Forces 

who have served throughout history and are serving 

today.  It is also a time to remember those who have 

given their lives for our freedom.  In 1999, the Senate 

and House of Representatives adopted resolutions 

calling for Americans to recognize and honor service 

members during 

NMAM through six national observances in May. 

May 1 Loyalty Day (to rearm our loyalty to the U.S.) 

May 5-11 Public Service Recognition Week 

May 8 Victory in Europe Day (WWII) 

May 10 Military Spouse Appreciation Day 

May 18 Armed Forces Day 

May 27 Memorial Day 

Express your support during the month of May by 

providing our troops with Military BibleSticks. These 

small digital audio players are designed specifically for 

the safety of deployed troops. Each one includes the 

complete Audio New Testament along with 65 minutes 

of selected Psalms. 

A SPECIAL OFFERING will be collected on 

Sunday, May 19 & 26. 

Your gifts are providing God’s peace, comfort, and 

hope to our troops! 

“It has been a blessing to me because it affords me the 

opportunity to listen to the Bible throughout my day. It 

truly lifts my spirit and brightens my day.” » E4, Navy  

Faith Comes By Hearing 



When young people graduate, they’re often told to 

follow their dreams. Change the world. After all, the 

sky’s the limit. 

 

But what if you don’t know what you want to be 

when you grow up or lack the required social 

positioning to achieve it? 

 

There are always limits to following self-centered 

dreams. But if we posture ourselves as “living 

sacrifices” seeking God’s dreams and God’s will, 

the possibilities really are endless. 

 

David Brooks, a columnist for the New York Times, 

recently described how graduating students are 

often told to discover their passion, then pursue their 

dreams. Yet, Brooks says, “most successful young 

people don’t look inside and then plan a life. They 

look outside and find a problem, which summons 

their life.” 

 

It’s true: As we apply our God-given spiritual gifts 

to the needs of the world, we begin to discover our 

vocation. 

 

Graduating from college in the 21st century can be 

jarring. Living in the college bubble, students learn 

of limitless possibilities. But the current labor 

market can feel more limiting than limitless. 

 

An outward-focused posture of humble servant 

leadership is more commendable than a life of 

egotistic achievement. 

 

In fact, Malcolm Gladwell says in his book Outliers, 

that even the world’s most remarkable people don’t 

achieve success alone. “It makes a difference where 

and when we grew up, “ he says. “The culture we 

belong to and the legacies passed down by our 

forebears shape the patterns of our achievement in 

ways we cannot begin to imagine.” 

 

Serving God and others, rather than seeking money 

and social status, should shape the pattern of our 

achievement. This requires humility, a scarce 

commodity in a culture of self-importance. If we are 

humble, the Holy Spirit can direct our own desires 

toward God’s purposes. 

The Apostle Paul describes an orientation toward 

God’s will. ”Do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so 

that you may discern what is the will of God — 

what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 

12:2). 

 

Indeed, God promises to be our guide and has 

supplied us with ample tools for knowing God’s 

will. We can pray for wisdom and strength, study 

Scripture, seek counsel from mentors and take note 

of others’ experiences. 

 

So, what if Jesus were a commencement speaker 

today? What life advice might he give? Perhaps it 

would go something like this: Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul and with 

all your mind. And love your neighbor as yourself. 

 

Jesus taught us to live with an outward-focused 

spirit. A humble posture of service to God and each 

other runs counter to individualistic egotism and 

American exceptionalism. Living into our calling is 

a journey that bends toward bringing God’s reign on 

Earth as it is in heaven. 

———————————————————- 
Sheldon C. Good is a former Sojourners media assistant. He is 

assistant editor for Mennonite Weekly Review and blogs at The 

World Together. 

 
https://www.redletterchristians.org/what-would-jesus-commencement-speech-
say/  

What Would Jesus’ Commencement Speech Say? 
By Sheldon C. Good  

“Don’t let anyone look down 
on you because you are 

young, but set an example for 
the believers in speech, in 
life, in love, in faith and in 

purity.”  

1 Timothy 4:12    
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2019 GRADUATES 
“It is the Lord who goes before you.  He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you.   

Do not fear or be dismay.”  Deuteronomy 31:8 (ESV) 
 

HIGH SCHOOL 
ANNIE COX 

Will attend Northwest Mississippi Community College 
 

KATHERINE (KATIE) ANN RODGERS 
Will attend University of Memphis, Major:  Graphic Design  

 
COLLEGE GRADS 

ALEXIS MARIE ACOMB 
Concordia University, Seward Nebraska 

Commissioned Minister at St John’s Lutheran School Defiance Ohio (July 2019) 
 

KARA HARBIN 
Concordia University, Austin Texas (December 2018 graduate) 

Commissioned Minister at Christ the King Lutheran School Memphis Tennessee 
 

MARGARET L. (MOLLY) LOWITZER 
University of Memphis; BS in Education, magna cum laude, University Honors  

"A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 

Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 

She brings him good, not harm all the days of her life. 

She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. 

She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 

She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: "Many women do 

noble things, but you surpass them all." 

Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate."  

~Proverbs 31:10-12 and 25-31  



This is for you, Mom, 

because motherhood isn’t 

easy.  

 

Motherhood is a holy office. 

It has God’s blessing, plus a 

lot of sacrificial labor.  

 

After all, you’re the one who takes care of the kids 

as only the mother can. You gave birth to them in 

the first place, and you’ve been feeding them from 

the start. You’ve had the constant task of cleaning 

them up, whether they’ve wandered off in their 

Sunday best and rolled in the nearest muck, or 

projected something foul from the inside to the 

outside. You’ve taught them how to walk, how to 

talk and how not to use bad words. You’ve been all 

about training and discipline, about making sure 

they make good use of their waking hours and that 

they rest well. Whenever you can, you serve them 

the best food possible.  

 

It’s a calling that doesn’t end. Even when the kids 

are all grown up, you still pray for them boldly and 

faithfully. 

 

And with all that, you go under-appreciated a lot. If 

you kids are like most, they probably take all you do 

for granted — except maybe for a springtime 

Sunday and a birthday celebration (if they 

remember). And in the meantime, while you’re 

doing your best to raise them, you never seem to run 

out of people trying to tell you how to do it better.  

 

I’m fairly certain that someone will take offense at 

what I’ve said above. Some will convince 

themselves that I believe that raising children (toxic 

diapers and all) is solely the mother’s job, to be 

done while the father is busy playing golf. Others 

may read this and think that I believe that all fathers 

are irresponsible jerks who won’t lift a finger to 

raise their children becausethey’re too busy playing 

golf.  

 

Neither is true. I’ve written what I’ve written for 

two reasons. The first is that this week, we’re 

celebrating Mother’s Day, not Father’s Day.  

 

The second is that — (surprise!) — perhaps I’m not 

only talking about motherhood in the earthly sense 

of the word. Maybe, just maybe, I’ve also been 

writing about the Church, the Bride of Christ, “the 

mother of us all” (Gal. 4:26; 2 John 1). 

 

There’s a reason why the work of moms and the 

work of the church have so many parallels — and 

why Martin Luther, in his Large Catechism, calls 

the church “the mother that conceives and bears 

every Christian through God’s Word” (LC 2:42). 

See, since the office of “wife” is given by God to 

illustrate the Church in Her relationship to Christ 

(Ephesians 5:22-24, 31-32); and since, most 

properly, it is wives who bear children and are 

mothers; then the office of “mother” is given to 

illustrate the church as well. A mom’s sacrificial 

love for her child thus reminds us of the Church’s 

care for sinners, and the Church’s care for sinners 

displays a maternal love that is both tender and firm. 

 

The work mothers do in raising children is 

indispensable. On Mother’s Day especially, we 

acknowledge the truth of it. In addition, however, 

we as Christians also recognize that moms by their 

very labors are given the privilege of illustrating the 

love that Christ shows us through his bride, the 

Church. This reality adds even greater honor to the 

vocation of motherhood. 

 

Thanks for all your service, moms. Thanks for your 

love for your kids and your gentle reminder of the 

Church. God grant you every good gift in your 

blessed, demanding calling.  

 

And Happy Mother’s Day.  

 
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/for-mom/  

For Mom 
by Tim Pauls 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/for-mom/


Exciting things happening at Faith Lutheran 

between now and the week of June 10-14.  With the 

help of the congregation, Faith Lutheran will be 

transformed into a dessert safari that kids do not 

want to leave as we set the stage for “ROAR!”  This 

epic African adventure engages the whole herd.  At 

Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a 

ferocious faith that powers them through this wild 

life.   

We are in for a week full of fun, incredible music, 

and a relaxing safari-getaway setting that all come 

together to point the kids to Jesus! 

It is our prayer that “ROAR!” VBS will allow Jesus 

loving care for each person to come to life like 

never before… touching lives, changing hearts and 

drawing kids and adults closer to Jesus as we learn 

we/they need his goodness. 

How can you help at VBS this year?   

To Volunteer go to faithcollierville.com and click 

on VBS tab. 

Leadership opportunities are still available.  For 

more information please contact Jenny Howell at 

901-628-9916. 

Crew Leaders - The Crew Leader is an important 

part of each Crew.  Crew Leaders don’t have to 

prepare anything, you just come each day, guide 

your crew members through activities, help 

facilitate discussions, and generally join in the VBS 

fun!  A Crew Leader is….someone who loves the 

Lord; a friend and a helper; responsible for drawing 

kids into discussion as much as possible, someone 

who asks questions; someone who encourages kids 

and someone who helps Station Leaders. 

Donations - Items for decorating, activities and 

lesson will be needed to transform Faith into a 

African Safari.  Please look for request lists in a 

couple of weeks in the weekly Happenings. 

VBS Work Days - We hold a few work days prior 

to VBS to help organize materials and make 

decorations.  Be on the look out for scheduled dates 

in the near future. 

Prayers - Your prayers as we prepare for a 

successful VBS are always appreciated!  Please pray 

that our  VBS mission touches the hearts of many 

and we are a blessing to those we come in contact 

with. 

Questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Jenny 

Howell at 901-628-9916 

Vacation Bible School 2019 

Butch & Debbie Larson 1-May 

Stu & Linda Hockensmith 2-May 

Rick & Helen Rodgers 4-May 

Bruce & Karen Kueck 6-May 

Ed & Donna Myers 8-May 

Wes & Julie Cox 12-May 

Rick & Susan Slayton 17-May 

Marshall & Stephanie Austin 18-May 

James & Ardith Morgan 19-May 

Craig & Cheryl Swinderman 19-May 

Mark & Nici Scott 20-May 

Steve & Rebecca Vietzke 20-May 

Bruce & Christine Acomb 23-May 

Joshua & Megan Fernandez 25-May 

Clayton & Janet Sellers 26-May 

Jonathan & Jenny Howell 29-May 

Brian & Melissa Johnson 30-May 

Jason & Gina Johnson 31-May 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
28 
8:15am Traditional 
Worship 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
1:30pm Futsal 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

29 

7am FLP 

30 

7am FLP 

1 

7am FLP 

7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

7pm Sr High 
Youth 

2 

7am FLP 

3 

7am FLP 

4 

Fair on the 
Square 

8am Men of 
Faith 

10am Quilters 

5 
Confirmation 
Sunday 
8:15am Traditional 
Worship 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
7pm Sr High Youth 

6 

7am FLP 

7 

7am FLP 

6:30pm Council 
Meeting 

8 

7am FLP 

10am FLP Spring 
Music Program 

7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

7pm Sr High 
Youth 

9 

7am FLP 

10am FLP 
Spring Music 
Program 

10 

7am FLP 

10am FLP 
Spring Music 
Program 

11 

12 
8:15am Traditional 
Worship 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
7pm Sr High Youth 

13 

7am FLP 

12:30pm FLP 
Board Meeting 

14 

7am FLP 

6pm Trivia Night 
@ BooyaS 

6:30pm Elder 
Meeting 

15 

7am FLP 

7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

7pm Sr High 
Youth 

16 

7am FLP 

17 

7am FLP 

1pm FLP Jr K 
Graduation 

6:30pm Spring 
Trivia Night 

18 

8am Men of 
Faith 

10am Quilters 

19 
8:15am Traditional 
Worship 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
7pm Sr High Youth 

20 

7am FLP 

21 

7am FLP 

5:30pm Ladies 
Dinner and a 
Movie 

22 

7am FLP 

7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

7pm Sr High 
Youth 

23 

7am FLP 

24 

7am FLP Half 
Day 

25 

26 
8:15am Traditional 
Worship 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Worship 
7pm Sr High Youth 

27 28 

6pm Trivia Night 
@ BooyaS 

29 

7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

30 31 1 

8am Men of 
Faith 

10am Quilters 

  



The Mission of Faith Lutheran Church is: 

 

Embracing Our Community – Connecting as Christ's Family 
 

Just as Jesus spent time embracing His community with His care, the people of Faith believe we are 

strategically placed to reach out and share His Good News with our community.  Our goal is to advance the 

Gospel and make Christ’s love known to all.  Living the Gospel.  Proclaiming the Gospel.  Advancing the 

Gospel.  Through Christ’s love at Faith Lutheran, friends become family. 

Rev. Rob Harbin,  Senior Pastor, Pastor.flc@comcast.net 

Rev. Clayton Sellers, Associate Pastor, pastorclayton@faithcollierville.com 

Jenny Whitely, Worship Leader & Missional Minister, flcmusic.jenny@faithcollierville.com 

Dina Foshee, Preschool Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Ann Lipe, Preschool Associate Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Christine Acomb, Church Office Manager , office@faithcollierville.com 

Lisa Blair, Accounts Payable & Receivable (Mon & Thurs), finance.flc@comcast.net 

Mark Scott, Church Council President 

Bruce Acomb, Head Elder 

Alan Lang, Treasurer 

Ardith Morgan, Property Trustee 

 
Announcements and/or Articles for Happenings or Newsletter, please email office@faithcollierville.com 

 
507 New Byhalia Road, Collierville TN 38017  
Church Office:  901-853-4673   Preschool:  901-853-0050 
Church Office Hours:    
 Monday–Thursday  9:00AM – 3:00PM  Friday  9:00AM - 12:00PM 

Website:  Faithcollierville.com C
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Topher Hagedorn 6-May 

Howard Jackson 6-May 

Cora Madea 7-May 

Tammy Petz 8-May 

Don Clayton 9-May 

Gretchen Carstens 12-May 

Mary Ann Wynia 12-May 

Susan John 13-May 

Brad Mai 13-May 

Phyllis Pintner 17-May 

Brad Krenik 18-May 

Marci Ostrander 18-May 

Clare Benson 19-May 

Jeff Harper 19-May 

Nathan Kobasic 21-May 

Cheryl Eubank 27-May 

Erin Gleaves 27-May 

Greg Madea 27-May 

Philip Whalley 28-May 

Lauren Bode 29-May 

Celia Brugge 29-May 

Taylor Kobasic 30-May 

Susan Slayton May-19 

Stu Hockensmith 31-May 

Penny Moerbe 31-May 

Ginger Morgan 31-May 

Sylvia Wiley 31-May 


