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LET FREEDOM RING! 

On July 4TH, 1776, King George the III wrote these words in his diary – “Nothing of importance happened 
today.”  George had no idea what had occurred thousands of miles away in Philadelphia.  So significant was that 
4TH of July that we still celebrate it hundreds of years later. 
 
As Americans we pride ourselves on the freedoms of our Declaration of Independence.  We are not bashful 
about letting the world know that America is the land of the free.   
 
Yet in a huge irony millions of people in our great nation today do not realize that thousands of years ago 
on a hill called Calvary, Christ won the greatest freedom of all.  Consequently millions of Americans 
continue to live – Not as free people! – But as prisoners to sin and death and hell.  Even you and I sometimes 
live our lives like nothing of importance happened on the greatest “Independence Day” of all. 
   
St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians, a letter we will cover this summer, was a response to certain people in 
the congregation who were saying that the way to escape sin’s shackles was through obedience to a strict 
set of rules.  The Mosaic Law.  They taught that to become truly Christian, one must live according to moral 
principles and ceremonies.  St. Paul countered that the Law is NOT the way to escape the bondage of sin, rather 
true freedom is gained through faith alone in Christ.   
 
Trusting in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross as a payment for sin is the ONLY way to be set free from sin’s 
prison.  Yet despite Paul’s attempts to let freedom ring – the Galatians had locked themselves up again behind 
this wall of accusation known as the Law. 
 
That IS what is happening in today’s America, where judges rule that abortion is a right when really it is so 
wrong.  That’s what happens in America, where legislators put asunder what God has joined together.  Where 
citizens make into opinion what is a moral absolute.  It’s just another wall that feigns freedom.  Yet Jesus’ words 
stand in stark contrast – “Whoever sins is a slave to sin.” 
 
But there is another purpose of the Law I have not yet mentioned.  Paul writes –  
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“The law was put in charge to 
lead us to Christ that we might 
be justified by faith.”   

 
Another purpose of the Law is to point us to 
the Gospel, because only the Gospel brings 
true freedom.  Only Christ truly liberates our 
hearts and souls from sin and worry and doubt 
and death … Because only Christ is able to pay 
the price for that freedom.  The most important 
principle for us as Americans and Christians 
today is that freedom is never free. 
 
The greatest “Independence Day” of history 
came on a hill called Calvary.  In Galatians 
chapter 4 verse 1, Paul writes –  
 

“God sent His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the Law, to 
redeem those under the Law.” 

 
This is Paul’s cry of Let freedom ring!  For the 
Galatians.  For you.  For me.  Through faith in 
Christ’s shed blood, we have been set free from 
the shackles of sin; set free from the dungeon of 
depression; set free from imprisonment to the 
Law.  We don’t need to try and earn time off for 
good behavior.  Christ has used the key of the 
cross to open to us everlasting life. 
 
As great as America and our freedoms are, 
Christians enjoy the greatest freedom – the 
freedom of our soul and our conscience.  Our 
freedom in Christ enables us to flourish in ANY 
political system.  Our freedom of the soul is 
founded not just upon sacrifice, but the sacrifice 
of God Himself.  So when the world tells you 
that nothing of consequence happened on that 
hill called Calvary, tell them what you’ve been 
given.  Pardon.  Peace.  Power.  To live for 
Christ and not for self. 

FOURTH OF JULY FUN FACTS! 
 
• Approximately 150 million hot dogs and 

700 million pounds of chicken are 
consumed on this day. 

• Every 4th of July the Liberty Bell in 
Philadelphia is tapped (not actually rung) 
thirteen times in honor of the original 
thirteen colonies.  

•  In 2012, the vast majority of imported U.S. 
flags ($3.6 million) were made in China.  

• Fireworks are part of the tradition of 
celebrating this national holiday. The U.S. 
imported $227.3 million worth of fireworks 
from China in 2012. U.S. exports of 
fireworks, by comparison, came to just 
$11.7 million in 2012, with Israel 
purchasing more than any other country 
($2.5 million).  

• Benjamin Franklin proposed the turkey as 
the national bird but was overruled by John 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson, who 
recommended the bald eagle.  

• President John Adams, Thomas Jefferson 
and James Monroe all died on the Fourth. 
Adams and Jefferson (both signed the 
Declaration) died on the same day within 
hours of each other in 1826.  

 
https://acei-global.blog/2013/07/03/20-fun-facts-about-the-4th-of-
julyindependence-day/  
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Youth and adults from across 

the Synod will come together 

July 11-15, 2019, in 

Minneapolis for the next LCMS 

Youth Gathering under the 

theme “Real. Present. God.” 

The theme is rooted in Psalm 

46. 

 

“Through the gift of faith, we 

know our God to be real and 

present with us in daily 

troubles, fears and joys,” said 

the Rev. Mark Kiessling, 

director of LCMS Youth 

Ministry. 

 

Echoing that sentiment is the 

Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, 

executive director of the LCMS 

Commission on Theology and 

Church Relations and the 

Gathering’s theological adviser: 

“Psalm 46 and all the divinely 

inspired God-songs of Scripture 

will surely 

continue to 

strengthen and 

encourage 

countless hearts 

and lives by the power of God’s 

Holy Spirit, including the hearts 

and lives of those attending the 

2019 Gathering.” 

 

Adds Lehenbauer: “The songs 

of God recorded in the Psalms 

and elsewhere in Scripture have 

literally changed and shaped the 

course of human history — and 

my life and your life — 

forever.” 

 

A group of Gathering planners 

met with students from 

Concordia University, St. Paul 

(CSP), in January to begin the 

thematic planning process. They 

discussed youth and young-

adult research and trends, 

reflected on Scripture and 

prayerfully considered the 

message of the event. 

 

“Late in the day, there was a 

point when everyone else 

stepped back from all the ideas 

posted on the wall and our 

group of students gathered by 

[the ideas on the wall], looking 

them over and chatting about 

what resonated and what 

didn’t,” recalled DCE Shelly 

Schwalm, university ministry 

associate with CSP. “Some of 

the richest insights came from 

listening in to that 

conversation.” 

 

Kiessling said the theme-

selection process “was filled 

with great discussions on world 

and daily events which can 

bring questions, fears and 

doubts. We debate ‘fake’ news 

[and] the authenticity of social-

media posts, and observe a lack 

of trust in institutions and our 

fellow students, citizens and 

neighbors. 

 

“People need and hunger for 

truth, authenticity and grace,” 

he said. “It was great to hear 

from young people who, in the 

Prayers for the National Lutheran Youth Gathering 

Thank you once again for your generous support financially, but there is still more you can do. Every day we 
are away please keep us in your prayers. 
Saturday, July 6 Faith’s Young Adult Volunteers (Alexis Acomb, Bethany Harbin and RJ Acomb) and Community 
Life Builder (Christine Acomb) will travel to Minneapolis.   
 
Wednesday, July 10 Faith’s 11 Youths (Julia Abel, Chelsey Burrows, Noah Harbin, Julia Howell, Ella Johnson, 
Caleb Lightsey, Austin Nelson, Kyle Scott, Sarah Scott, Thomas Simmons and Alex Vietzke)  and 4 Chaperones 
(Pastor Clayton, Melissa Johnson, Daniel Lightsey and Marci Ostrander) will travel to Minneapolis. 
 
During the five days of the Gathering, we will study Psalm 46  reflecting upon the key concepts of REAL. 
PRESENT. GOD.   
 
The group will return Tuesday, July 16 as partners to advance the Gospel;  as Saints, to receive and practice 
grace with family, friends and our community and to live and demonstrate the joy that is found in the REAL. 
PRESENT. GOD. 
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midst of these challenges and 

blessings of daily life, boldly live 

in their faith in Christ and want to 

share the Good News of His 

truth.” 

 

The experience, added Schwalm, 

“was a reminder of the 

importance of encouraging our 

young people to contribute and 

giving them a chance to speak 

while we step back and really 

hear them. 

 

“They have much to contribute 

and teach us about reaching their 

generation and those following.” 

 

The 2019 Gathering logo by 

James Saleska, a graphic designer 

in Frankenmuth, Mich., was 

chosen from among several 

submissions. 

 

Saleska says the logo “is a design 

treatment of the theme, ‘Real. 

Present. God.’ The stenciled 

treatment reflects the ideas of 

strength and fortitude to remind 

us that ‘God is our refuge and 

strength’ “ and “the bright color 

palette reinforces the youthful 

nature of the event and mimics a 

heat map where the hottest part is 

centered around the ‘o’ in God, 

reinforcing the Gathering’s Christ

-centered focus.” 

 

Kiessling said he looks forward 

to the Youth Gathering and “our 

time together in God’s Word, 

especially in the Psalms and 

Psalm 46. The Psalm writers ask 

big questions about life — our 

identity, living in community and 

the purpose of our individual and 

collective lives. To those 

questions, God answers us again 

and again that He is with us and 

He brings us stillness in His 

mercy and love. 

 

“I can’t wait for 2019 in 

Minneapolis and our time to 

celebrate God’s salvation and 

presence made real to us in Jesus 

Christ.” 

 
https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/2019-youth-
gathering-theme/  
 

 
  

PSALM 46 
 
God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in 
 trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear 
though the earth gives way, 
 though the mountains 
 be moved into the heart 
 of the sea, 
Though its waters roar and 
foam, 
 though the mountains 
tremble at its swelling.      Selah 

 
There is a river whose streams 
make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of 
 the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she 
shall not be moved; 
 God will help her when 
morning dawns. 
The nations rage, the kingdoms 
totter; 
 He utters his voice, the 
 earth melts. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our 
 fortress.    Selah 

 
Come, behold the works of the 
Lord, 
 how he has brought 
 desolations on the 
 earth. 
He makes wars cease to the end 
of the earth; 
 He breaks the bow and 
 shatters the spear; 
 he burns the chariots 
 with fire. 
“Be still, and know that I am 
God. 
 I will be exalted among 
 the nations, 
 I will be exalted in the 
 earth!” 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our 
 fortress.    Selah 

Mass Events and 
Worship will be live 
streamed on the 
Gathering website: 
   
http://
lcmsgathering.com 
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2019 LWML Convention News 

In Praise to the LORD! 
After an inspirational evening 
with sand artist Joe Castillo on 
Friday, many woke early to 
attend a Wake Up with the Word 
Bible study and participate in the 
Mission in Motion Pledge Walk. 
Apple of His Eye Missionary 
Steve Cohen opened the walk 
with the sounds of a Shofar, 
followed by the enthusiastic 
Excelsior Band of Mobile 
leading the way. Over 848 
walkers joined in the fun, some 
carrying bright purple umbrellas. 
All proceeds from the walk go to 
the 2019–2021 LWML Mission 
Goal. 
 
The past LWML Presidents Ida 
Mall, Gloria Edwards, Virginia 
Von Seggern, Linda Reiser, Jan 
Wendorf, and Kay Kreklau led 
the Saturday morning procession 
which highlighted 76 flags 
representing countries in which 
LWML has supported a mission 
grant. 81 YWRs and 12 H2H 
Sister Leaders helped carry the 
flags and participate in the 
procession. Rounding it out were 
50+ youth from the Insta Friends 
Camp offered at convention for 
children and youth ages six 
months through high school. 
 
Author Donna Pyle led the 2nd 
part of the Bible study and Mites 

in 

Action speakers Laura 
Hemminger, Rev. Gary 
Manning, and Stephanie Schulte, 
recipients of 2017–2019 mission 
grants, shared updates of their 
ministries in Y4Life (Equipping 
Youth to Witness for Life), 
NOLA4H (Hearts for the 
Hungry, Homeless, and 
Hurting), and Mercy Medical 
Work for the LCMS 
respectively. 
 
Offering #2, divided between 
Medical Mission Teams and 
Expanding the Disability 
Ministry in the Dominican 
Republic received $24,722.60. 
Saturday evening, attendees 
were inspired as they listened to 
the VOICES of Mobile, a highly 
versatile vocal ensemble 
consisting of students from The 
University of Mobile. 
 
A mission goal of $2,100,000 
for the 2019–2021 biennium will 
fund 21 LWML Mission Grants. 
 

God’s leaders elected in Mobile 
are: 
 
President: Debbie Larson 

Vice President of Organizational 
Resources: Marie Chow 

Vice President of Special Focus 
Ministries: Deaconess Betty Knapp 

Treasurer: Karla Koehler 

Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Brian 
Noack 

Nominating Committee: Brianne 
Stahlecker, Chairman, Crystal 
Miller, Sylvia Bean, Carrie 
Brumbaugh, and Mary Harrington. 

 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Tell of his salvation from day to 
day. Declare his glory among 
the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–
24). 
 
In Praise to the LORD!  You 
can view the archived exciting 
action by accessing 
 www.livestream.com/TheLWML  

https://livestream.com/thelwml


Semi-Annual Voter’s Meeting 



Semi-Annual Voter’s Meeting con’t 



Semi-Annual Voter’s Meeting con’t 

Bruce & Joan Lindow 6-Jul 

Jay & Kathy Lehman 10-Jul 

Dennis & Joanne Roberts 19-Jul 

Richard & Donna Morris 20-Jul 

Don & Tina Clayton 22-Jul 

Charles & Penny Moerbe 24-Jul 

Cindy & Larry Williamson 26-Jul 

Greg & Jenny Whitely 31-Jul 

CARL YOUNG 

Overseeing the 

purchasing and installing 

of the AED in the narthex 



JULY 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

Sunday 8:15/11:00 

8:15am Traditional 
Worship 

9:40am Sunday 
School 

11am Hope 
Worship 

7pm Sr High Youth 

1 

FLP USA Camp 

2 

FLP USA Camp 

3 

FLP USA Camp 

7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

4 

FLP Closed 

Office Closed 

5 

FLP Closed 

Office Closed 

6 

8am Men of 
Faith 

10am Quilters 

7 

Sunday 8:15/11:00 

8:15am Traditional 
Worship 

9:40am Sunday 
School 

11am Hope 
Worship 

7pm Sr High Youth 

8 

FLP Space Camp 

9 

FLP Space Camp 

6pm Trivia 
Night @ Booyas 

6:30pm Elder 
Meeting 

10 

FLP Space Camp 

7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

11 

FLP Space Camp 

LCMS National 
Youth 
Gathering 

12 

FLP Space Camp 

LCMS National 
Youth 
Gathering 

13 

LCMS National 
Youth 
Gathering 

14 

LCMS National 
Youth Gathering 

Sunday 8:15/11:00 

8:15am Traditional 
Worship 

9:40am Sunday 
School 

11am Hope 
Worship 

15 

LCMS National 
Youth 
Gathering 

Early Childhood 
Conference 

16 

8am Early 
Childhood 
Conference 

5:30pm Ladies 
Dinner and a 
Movie 

17 

FLP Closed 

7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

18 

FLP Closed 

19 

FLP Closed 

20 

8am Men of 
Faith 

10am Quilters 

21 

Sunday 8:15/11:00 

8:15am Traditional 
Worship 

9:40am Sunday 
School 

11am Hope 
Worship 

22 

FLP Pirate 
Camp 

23 

FLP Pirate 
Camp 

6pm Trivia 
Night @ Booyas 

24 

FLP Pirate 
Camp 

7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

25 

FLP Pirate 
Camp 

26 

FLP Pirate 
Camp 

27 

28 

Sunday 8:15/11:00 

8:15am Traditional 
Worship 

9:40am Sunday 
School 

11am Hope 
Worship 

7pm Sr High Youth 

29 

FLP God's 
Campers 

30 

FLP God's 
Campers 

31 

FLP God's 
Campers 

7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

1 

FLP God's Campers 

2 

FLP God's Campers 

3 

8am Men of Faith 

10am Quilters 



The Mission of Faith Lutheran Church is: 
 

Embracing Our Community – Connecting as Christ's Family 
 

Just as Jesus spent time embracing His community with His care, the people of Faith believe we are 
strategically placed to reach out and share His Good News with our community.  Our goal is to advance the 
Gospel and make Christ’s love known to all.  Living the Gospel.  Proclaiming the Gospel.  Advancing the 
Gospel.  Through Christ’s love at Faith Lutheran, friends become family. 

Rev. Rob Harbin,  Senior Pastor, Pastor.flc@comcast.net 
Rev. Clayton Sellers, Associate Pastor, pastorclayton@faithcollierville.com 
Jenny Whitely, Worship Leader & Missional Minister, flcmusic.jenny@faithcollierville.com 
Dina Foshee, Preschool Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 
Ann Lipe, Preschool Associate Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 
Christine Acomb, Church Office Manager , office@faithcollierville.com 
Lisa Blair, Accounts Payable & Receivable (Mon & Thurs), finance.flc@comcast.net 
Mark Scott, Church Council President 
Bruce Acomb, Head Elder 
Alan Lang, Treasurer 
Ardith Morgan, Property Trustee 
 
Announcements and/or Articles for Happenings or Newsletter, please email office@faithcollierville.com 

 
507 New Byhalia Road, Collierville TN 38017  
Church Office:  901-853-4673   Preschool:  901-853-0050 
Church Office Hours:    
 Monday–Thursday  9:00AM – 3:00PM  Friday  9:00AM - 12:00PM 

Website:  Faithcollierville.com 
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Alexis Acomb 2-Jul 

Jacob Howell 3-Jul 

Jackie Bostelmann 6-Jul 

Kevin Petz 6-Jul 

Caleb Sellers 6-Jul 

Andrew Graham 7-Jul 

Ed Myers 9-Jul 

Noah Petz 9-Jul 

Jim Lowitzer 10-Jul 

Sydney Eubank 12-Jul 

Bruce Acomb 13-Jul 

Drake Cox 13-Jul 

Charles Moerbe 13-Jul 

Caprice Snyder 13-Jul 

Sara Edwards 17-Jul 

J.P. Gleaves 17-Jul 

Emma Grace Haltom 18-Jul 

Diane Cannoles 19-Jul 

Katherine Rodgers 20-Jul 

Mark Scott 20-Jul 

Barbara Walker 21-Jul 

Michael Ostrander 22-Jul 

Ed Fryman 23-Jul 

Jason Johnson 23-Jul 

John Broaddus 24-Jul 

Clayton Sellers 24-Jul 

Bob Sturzenbecher 28-Jul 

Tina Clayton 30-Jul 

Jonathan Howell 30-Jul 

Ron Ferguson 31-Jul 

Billy Johnson 31-Jul 

Keith Kuhlmann 31-Jul 

Mike McPherson 31-Jul 

Ross Theoharis 31-Jul 


