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August has come and gone with a symmetry 
that I hope has not gone unnoticed.  August 4th was 
the blessing of the backpacks, three weeks later 
August 25th we blessed and installed our Sunday 
School and Preschool teachers.  This is a fitting way 
to mark the importance of education in the life of all 
people.  Especially the education of the heart in the 
truths of Christ and his resurrection from the grave.  
There is though a fact that disrupts the symmetry of 
our August celebrations – the council position of 
Christian Education remains unfilled.   

 
The primary role of this position as given in 

the constitution and bylaws of this congregation is to 
oversee the Sunday School program as well as 
facilitate other education opportunities for Christians 
at Faith Lutheran Church and Preschool.  This 
position has remained unfilled for a year or more.  
On the one hand Sunday School for our children has 
continued Sunday in and Sunday out.  A team of 
gifted and dedicated volunteers prepare the lessons, 
organize the supplies, lead opening song time and 
teach the weekly lesson.  The question then is not 
what have we been doing but how much more could 
we as a congregation be doing with someone to head 
the team?   

 
I wonder what might keep a person from 

being willing to take the reins of Christian Education 
at Faith Lutheran Church and Preschool.  Reasons I 
have contemplated as possibilities: 

 
I lack the experience to teach. 
I’ve never done it before. 
Someone else will do it.  And do it better? 
I don’t like kids. 
It will likely take too much time. 
 

There are probably a multitude of other 
possibilities.  Each of these reasons can be answered 
in turn.  In fact you can likely, if you are willing, 
answer and respond to these better than I can in a 
newsletter article.  To boil it down to the hard truth – 
we as a congregation are neglecting Jesus’ command 
to baptize and teach the eternal truths to our children. 

 
Why would a parent start to bring and 

encourage Sunday School attendance when we don’t 
care to provide a leader and a guide?  Why would 
anyone volunteer to serve for a month let alone a 
year if there is no one to encourage and equip them 
through the journey? 

 
Consider on the other hand the benefits of 

what might happen under a dedicated team or 
individual.  What might happen if a plan was laid, 



implemented and executed?  How great of a service 
would that be to the Church?  It would be a 
tremendous service to God’s people.  The Gospel 
would be planted in the hearts of young people.  
Families who were unlikely to engage in Sunday 
School would become regular attenders and 
volunteers.  Faith Lutheran Church and Preschool 
might become a place where our baptism to 
confirmation percentage is above 50 percent (the 
LCMS average is 40% between 2000 & 2018). 

 
This is not about filling out a bureaucratic 

necessity to satisfy the constitutional requirement – it 
is about taking serious our God given vocation to 
baptize and teach.  Please pray how you might serve.  
Encourage those you know who are well equipped for 
leadership and management. 

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Clayton Sellers 
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Is the Labor You Do 
Meaningful? 
 
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in 
the Lord your labor is not in vain (1 
Corinthians 15:58). 
 
Labor Day is being celebrated across the 
United States of America this week. 
Have you ever wondered if the labor or 
tasks you do are meaningful?  St. Paul 
assures us that when we do our labors to 
the glory of God, they are pleasing to 
Him. Christ did the ultimate labor for us 
by giving His life as atonement for our 
sins. Now we know our labors, from 
changing diapers to serving in the 
military to taking food to a shut-in, 
when done to the glory of God will not 
be in vain. As you go about your labors 
this week, thank God for His Son and 
the ability to serve Him in all your 
labors. 
 
After thanks comes the action. What 
activity or service of love could you do 
this week? Perhaps an encouraging post 
one someone’s Facebook page or a 
personal note in their mailbox at church. 
Labor for the Lord in all you do. 
 
http://www.lwml.org/home  

http://www.lwml.org/home


 

by Tyler Arnold 
 
Have you ever found yourself asking, “I wonder 
where ‘so and so’ has been? I haven’t seen them in 
church for a while.” As a pastor of a large 
congregation, I certainly ask myself that question 
from time to time. I’m sure your reason for asking 
it is the same as mine: you pray that everything is 
all right with your absent brother or sister in 
Christ. You pray they are healthy. You pray their 
family is doing well. 
 
And you are right to be concerned. Why? Because 
on Sunday morning, in God’s Holy House, with 
God’s beloved children, miraculous gifts are given 
and received. No one should miss out on these life-
giving means, which include the forgiveness of 
sins, His Word and Sacraments. The Lord 
promises great gifts of life to you in the Divine 
Service. When God’s people are not in His house 
receiving these gifts, it is a concern. 
 
But what can you do about it? If you are concerned 
about the welfare of your fellow believers, you 
will do more than just ask the question and then 
leave it alone — right? Well, that is sometimes 
easier said than done. Maybe we just don’t know 
what to say or do. Maybe we think someone else 
will notice and reach out to them. Maybe our 
friends will be back soon and there is a perfectly 
good explanation for their absence. Maybe not. 
How will you know if you don’t find out for 
yourself? 
 
Dear Christians, don’t assume your pastor has 
noticed that the person you are missing in worship 
is absent. He sometimes misses stuff like that. 
Don’t assume your pastor has already reached out 
to the absent church member or family. Sometimes 
pastors miss what might seem obvious to others. 
 

If there is someone that you haven’t seen in church 
for a while, consider doing two things: 
 
1. Reach out to them. Show concern by 
demonstrating a Christ-like compassion for their 
well-being. Ask them, “How are you doing? I 
haven’t seen you at church in a while and I wanted 
to make sure all is well.” By actively reaching out, 
you are showing your neighbor how much they 
mean to you and that you truly miss them. 
 
2. Tell your pastor about your concern for the 
absent member or family. He might have 
unintentionally overlooked the absence. Or he may 
know the circumstances around their absence and 
shed light on the reason for it. Keep in mind, if it is 
a sensitive issue or a private matter, he may tell 
you only what you need to know. 
 
If you are the one who is not receiving God’s 
precious gifts in the company of your fellow 
believers in church, please consider this brief note 
my concern for you. I encourage you to reconnect 
with the community of believers who assemble as 
God’s gathered guests at His feast of life, strength 
and encouragement. His gifts are essential. Jesus is 
missing you. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Tyler Arnold is senior pastor at 
Christ Lutheran Church, Platte Woods, Mo. He is 
also a Collegium Fellow for DOXOLOGY — The 
Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and Counsel. 
 
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/missing-someone-at-church/  

Missing someone at church? 

I can do all things 
through him who 
strengthens me. 

Philippians 4:13 ESV  

Sunday, September 29th 
Special Schedule 

10am Worship Service only  
(No Sunday School) 

Family Potluck to follow for the entire Congregation. 
It’s called “Friendship Sunday” because we encourage 
you to especially reach out to family and friends and 

invite them to Faith.   

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/missing-someone-at-church/


disparage others retained by the people.” 
This acknowledgment in the Constitution 
of “other,” inviolable rights that precede the 
formation of our government is the basis 
for arguing the right to life in the 
Tennessee Senate bill. 

According to legal scholars, our “other” 
rights are rooted in common law, “those 
‘laws’ that derive their ‘force’ among us not 
from legislative enactments backed by the 
power of the sword, but from such a long 
course of development over centuries that 
we know them to be true and 
real” (factn.org/shining-light-roe-wade-
house-heartbeat-bill). Law professor Adam 
MacLeod, who also gave testimony before 
the committee, said in his prepared 
remarks: 

The Bill of Rights marks off certain rights 
as beyond the competence of Congress to 
alter or abolish. And much of the Bill of 
Rights has now been incorporated also 
against state legislatures through the 
Fourteenth Amendment. But as the Ninth 
Amendment makes clear, the enumeration 
of certain common-law and natural rights 
does not deny or disparage all the other 
rights that the American people enjoy by 
virtue of natural law and their ancient 
customs. Chief among these is the right to 
life. An absolute right is one that a person 

Perhaps not since the Scopes Trial in 1925 
and Dr. King’s death in 1968 has Tennessee 
been the site of a national debate on the 
government’s role to acknowledge God and 
the nature and equality of men. But that may 
soon be changing. Pro-life and pro-abortion 
advocates are now positioning themselves 
in Nashville to bring attention to a Senate bill 
(SB 1236) under consideration by the 
Judiciary Committee. It has been called a 
“heartbeat bill,” similar to what other states 
like Alabama and Georgia have passed. 
However, the Tennessee Senate bill 
(different from the House version) is actually 
an attempt to address the personhood and 
the absolute rights of a child in the womb. In 
other words, it does not just move up the 
abortion cutoff line to protect more children, 
that is, those with a detectable heartbeat. It 
acknowledges rights to any human life. This 
is what could make Tennessee the 
battleground for the abortion debate. 

Last week (on August 12 and 13), testimony 
was heard by the Judiciary Committee. 
David Fowler of the Family Action Council of 
Tennessee, one of the pro-life speakers, 
said, “The Senate Judiciary Committee’s two
-day hearings were the best and most 
significant hearings I’ve been part of in my 
more than twenty-five years in state 
politics” (factn.org/the-elephant-in-abortion-
hearing-room). What has Fowler, and 
others, so hopeful is that the Senate bill is 
grounded in the Ninth Amendment of the 
United States Constitution, not the 
Fourteenth Amendment. (The Fourteenth 
Amendment was cited to uphold Roe v. 
Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey in 
keeping abortion legal.) The Ninth 
Amendment to the U. S. Constitution is 
rather short and simply states: “The 
enumeration in the Constitution, of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or 

Tennessee: The Next 
(Final?) Battleground in 
Ending Abortion 

Continued next page... 
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enjoys prior to government, vested in him or her 
by the laws of nature, simply by virtue of being 
human (factn.org/the-elephant-in-abortion-
hearing-room). 

We can also think of the Declaration of 
Independence: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  
Evidently, the U. S. Supreme Court has never 
directly ruled on a pro-life argument based on 
the rights protected by the Ninth Amendment.  
This means that Roe and Casey would not 
be precedent!  Would this actually free up the 
justices to do the right thing? God only knows. 

You should be aware, though, that some “pro-
life” groups are aligned against the Senate bill 
in their “strategic” thinking. They are waiting for 
a better time and a better court. However, 
nobody can predict the situation if and when a 
case concerning this bill reaches the highest 
court, possibly in three years. We are simply 
called to be faithful and to believe Jesus’ words, 
“With God all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). 

Of course, this bill goes nowhere if the Senate 
doesn’t move it forward in January when the 

entire legislative body comes back 
into session. This means that the 
next five months could bring 
increased scrutiny, great pressure, 
and paid-for influence upon 
Tennessee lawmakers. For us, I 
envision a similar struggle to the 
one from five years ago in the 
passage of Amendment 1. 
(Amendment 1 overturned the 
Tennessee Supreme Court’s ruling 
in 2000 that found a right to 
abortion is implicit in the State 
Constitution. The reason 
Tennessee is now able to even 
consider SB 1236 is because of the 
foundation of Amendment 1!) The 
difference with Amendment 1 is 
that this time the state Senators will 
have the responsibility to decide 
rather than the registered voters of 
the state. However, our voices, 
letters, emails, yard signs, and 
peaceful presence will be no less 
important! 

Please pray for, support, and follow 
the efforts to make this stand for life 
in our state. Check in with 
www.factn.org. We trust not in 
princes (Ps. 146:3), but perhaps 
this will be the turning point when 
our lawmakers and judges will be 
compelled to fulfill their role under 
God to protect innocent life. 
Regardless of whether this ends up 
being a historic battle or a minor 
skirmish that does not change the 
status quo, if we speak out in love 
and in faith in our Creator and 
Redeemer, we will not have 
labored in vain (1 Cor. 15:58). 

Rev. Philip Young 
Mid-South District Life Coordinator 
 
https://mid-southlcms.org/tennessee-the-next-final-
battleground-in-ending-abortion/  
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2019 Membership Drive 
 

All women (age thirteen and older) are invited to attend 
all LWML events at Faith.  Membership in the LWML 
is not required in order to participate in our activities. 
However, if you would like to become a LWML 
member, we do collect a $15 contribution during the 
annual Membership Drive.  This contribution goes 
towards the LWML Quarterly magazine, zone and 
district administrative costs, and district mites.  In 
addition to getting the Quarterly magazine, you will be 
put on the LWML Roster and be invited to assist with 
various activities and missions of the society.  Please see 
our current LWML brochure for more information about 
our group and planned events. 
 
We will be collecting forms on LWML Sunday at our 
LWML Information Table.  If you join on or before 
October 6th LWML Sunday  you will be entered in a 
prize drawing.  Membership forms may also be turned in 
to the church office or to Ann Lipe.  Please place any 
contributions left in the church office or Ann’s church 
mailbox in an envelope along with the membership 
form.  We would love to have you join our LWML 
sisterhood! 
 
Celebrate LWML Sunday with us on October 6 
 
The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for 
the observation of LWML Sunday, but it may be 
celebrated at any time. 
 
“Faith Like a Mustard Seed” is the theme for LWML 
Sunday 2019, based on Jesus’ words in Luke 17:6 that 
faith as small as a mustard seed can move a mulberry 
tree. We may long for a greater and more heroic faith, 
but what about the faith we have right now? LWML 
Sunday 2019 celebrates the power of a daily walk with 
Jesus to transform lives and multiply disciples. Little 
faith or great, there are mulberry trees to be moved! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
FOR UPCOMING LWML 

EVENTS 
September 28 - Assembling Baby 

Care Kits for LWR 

October 5 - Progressive Dinner 

October 6 - LWML Sunday 

 
Detailed information coming in the 

Happenings soon! 





 

Alan Lang 1-Sep 

John Christiansen 3-Sep 

Tony Vietzke 3-Sep 

Sandy Brown 5-Sep 

Bruce Lindow 8-Sep 

Cherilyn Mai 8-Sep 

R.J. Acomb 9-Sep 

Theresa Nelson 9-Sep 

Jeff Lauer 11-Sep 

Maria Bauer 12-Sep 

Lee Chedville 13-Sep 

Bill Price 15-Sep 

Debbie Ferguson 16-Sep 

Roger Arnold 17-Sep 

Mike & Celia Brugge 8-Sep 

Guy & Dianne 
Hinchcliff 

12-Sep 

Thomas & Nancy 
Malloy 

12-Sep 

Andy & Angie Goble 14-Sep 

Mike & Marcy 
McConnell 

14-Sep 

Brad & Susan Krenik 18-Sep 

Jed & Phyllis 19-Sep 

Chuck & Phyllis 22-Sep 

Don & Lois Clayton 24-Sep 

Kregg & Laura 27-Sep 

Russell & Mary Ann 
Wynia 

27-Sep 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, Sept. 28, for Music on the Mountain: Festival of Praise. The music 
festival will be at Camp Trinity, the Lutheran Camp on Petit Jean Mountain. Admission is free! 
 
Hear some great Christian music by talented musicians from Lutheran churches in Arkansas. In addition to 
the music, the event will include lots of games for the whole family: cornhole, Spikeball, horseshoes, sand 
volleyball, disc golf and more. Concessions will be open all day, and barbecue dinners will be on sale at 
lunch time. 
 
Guests can make a weekend of it, staying in a tent or RV in Camp Trinity’s campground or in a bunk in a 
camp cabin for a small fee. Musicians will gather Friday evening to play music together around the 
campfire, on the dining hall deck or in the historic Trinity Chapel, and guests are invited to join in. The 
weekend will end with a song-filled worship service in the church led by Pastor Mark Tooley of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Conway.  
 
Music on the Mountain is a fundraiser for Camp Trinity, but it is primarily a time for fellowship among 
believers, together raising voices in songs of praise to Jesus. 
Learn more at the camp website: lutherancamp.org. 

News From Camp Trinity 

Steve Vietzke 19-Sep 

Stan Werner 19-Sep 

Judy Arnold 22-Sep 

Julie Cox 22-Sep 

Cadence Gilmore 22-Sep 

Emma Scott 24-Sep 

Linda Hockensmith 25-Sep 

Chris Gleaves 26-Sep 

Dennis Roberts 26-Sep 

Janet Sellers 28-Sep 

Nik Hagedorn 29-Sep 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Wor-
ship 
7pm Sr High Youth 

2 
FLP & Church 
Office Closed 

3 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Council 
Meeting 

4 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

5 
7am FLP 

6 
7am FLP 

7 
8am Men of 
Faith 
9am Quilters 

8 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Wor-
ship 
1:30pm Futsal 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

9 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

10 
7am FLP 
6pm Trivia 
Night @ 
BooyaS 
6:30pm Elder 
Meeting 

11 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

12 
7am FLP 

13 
7am FLP 

14 
1pm Jay Lehman 
Memorial Service 

15 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Wor-
ship 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

16 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

17 
7am FLP 
5:30pm Ladies 
Dinner and a 
Movie 

18 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
12:30pm FLP 
Board Mtg 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

19 
7am FLP 

20 
7am FLP 

21 
8am Men of 
Faith 
9am Quilters 

22 
8:15am Traditional 
Service 
9:40am Sunday 
School 
11am Hope Wor-
ship 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

23 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

24 
7am FLP 
6pm Trivia 
Night @ 
BooyaS 

25 
7am FLP 
10am FLP Fam-
ily Chapel 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

26 
7am FLP 
10am FLP Fam-
ily Chapel 

27 
7am FLP 

28 

29 
10am Worship 
Service 
12pm Family Pot-
luck 
Friendship Sunday 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

30 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

1 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Council 
Meeting 

2 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

3 
7am FLP 

4 
7am FLP 

5 
8am Men of 
Faith 
9am Quilters 



Rev. Rob Harbin,  Senior Pastor, Pastor.flc@comcast.net 

Rev. Clayton Sellers, Associate Pastor, pastorclayton@faithcollierville.com 

Jenny Whitely, Worship Leader & Missional Minister, flcmusic.jenny@faithcollierville.com 

Dina Foshee, Preschool Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Ann Lipe, Preschool Associate Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 

Christine Acomb, Church Office Manager , office@faithcollierville.com 

Lisa Blair, Accounts Payable & Receivable (Mon & Thurs), finance.flc@comcast.net 

Mark Scott, Church Council President 

Bruce Acomb, Head Elder 

Alan Lang, Treasurer 

Ardith Morgan, Property Trustee 

 

Announcements and/or Articles for Happenings or Newsletter, please email 

 office@faithcollierville.com 

 

507 New Byhalia Road, Collierville TN 38017  

Church Office:  901-853-4673   Preschool:  901-853-0050 

Church Office Hours:    

 Monday–Thursday  9:00AM – 3:00PM  Friday  9:00AM - 12:00PM 

Website:  Faithcollierville.com 

The Mission of Faith Lutheran Church is:  
 

Embracing Our Community 
– Connecting as Christ's 

Family 
 

Just as Jesus spent time embracing His 
community with His care, the people of Faith 
believe we are strategically placed to reach 
out and share His Good News with our 
community.  Our goal is to advance the 
Gospel and make Christ’s love known to 
all.  Living the Gospel.  Proclaiming the 
Gospel.  Advancing the Gospel.  Through 
Christ’s love at Faith Lutheran, friends 
become family. 
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