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What Makes a Saint? 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, COLLIERIVLLE, TN 
NOVEMBER 2019  – VOLUME 11 

During this month traditionally noted for Thanks-
giving, we do indeed “give thanks” for another ho-
ly day of the Church year – All Saints’ Day 
(November 1).  This October five new “saints” were 
canonized by Pope Francis; including the famous, 
John Henry Newman.  And I think we can all agree 
that the people we call “saints” (Including New-
man), are certainly people of extraordinary faith in 
life and in death.  But does the church really deter-
mine who is and who is not a saint? 
 
You see, when the Scriptures talk about what it 
means to be a saint, they do not mean what the 
world means.  In St. John’s vision of the Apocalypse, 
he witnessed a host too numerous to count, arrayed 
in white, from every tribe and language and people 
of the earth.  And John is asked the question – 
“These in white robes –– Who are they, and where 
did they come from?”  Unable to answer, John is 
told – “These are they who have come out of the 
great tribulation; they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” (Revelation 7:13-14) 

This scene begs the question – What makes a saint 
a saint?  When the world says someone is a “saint,” 
they mean that the person is or was loving and 
thoughtful, generous and caring toward oth-
ers.  Some traditions might even ascribe to them 
miracles that were performed through their inter-
cession (Lutherans don’t pray to saints, by the 
way!).  But John’s vision tells us something differ-
ent. 
 
A saint is NOT someone who has been MADE so by 
the Church or the world – A saint is someone DE-
CLARED so by God Himself.  A saint is that person 
who died in the faith of Jesus Christ … That person 
who was washed clean of sin and death and sorrow 
by the very power of Christ’s shed blood.  Right-
eous.  Holy.  Blameless.  Sainthood is not earned by 
the works of man; it is given as a gift from God. 
 
But a saint is also that person who LIVES in the 
faith of Jesus Christ!  That’s you and me.  Now you 
may be thinking to yourself … Me?  Righteous?  Ho-
ly?  Blameless?  At first glance, it doesn’t APPEAR 

Continue next page... 



that we should be so saintly!  But we don’t 
look through the eyes of the world.  We look 
through the eyes of faith in our Savior.  And 
what does HE see?  He sees people wearing 
the “robe of righteousness” given them 
through their baptismal faith.  People washed 
clean by HIS blood.  People who are part of 
the “communion of saints” we confess in the 
Creeds.  People who have hope in the midst of 
our own time of “tribulation.”  
 
And that is the tough part – If we share in the 
faith, we share in the fight.  We are the 
church-militant, enlisted at every age to bear 
the cross of Christ in a world that wars against 
Him.  The fighting in this “tribulation” is furi-
ous and at times it seems like sin, death and 
the devil have us outnumbered.  In the 20TH 
Century more Christians were martyred for 
their faith than in all previous centuries com-
bined.  Men like Hitler, Stalin and Mao put to 
death millions of Christians.  Today in Africa, 
China and Indonesia, Christians still die for this 
faith we share. 
 
But when we feel most battle-weary and 
when the temptations of our own sinful flesh 
threaten to tear us apart from within, we are 
comforted in knowing a “cloud of witnesses” 
have gone on before us, and we’re not alone.  
And we are comforted in knowing that even 
now – THROUGH FAITH IN THE BLOOD OF THE 
LAMB – We stand before God, righteous.  Ho-
ly.  Blameless.  Saints. 
 
In His Vineyard, 
Pastor Rob 

“What Makes a Saint?” continued...  The joy of weeping at All Saints 

by David H. Petersen 
 
All Saints Day has become an increasingly popular ob-
servance in the Missouri Synod. In our circles it is not a 
day to remember martyrs and heroes of the faith, since 
they already have their special days. Rather, it is a day 
to remember instead all of those who have passed on 
with the sign of faith whose lives and deaths were 
mostly ordinary, but who are nonetheless important to 
us. In my congregation, people bring Kleenex. They 
expect to cry. Their expectations seem always to be 
met. 
 
The hymns we sing on that day always get to people. 
Who could not be moved by the soaring music and pro-
found texts of “For All the Saints” (Lutheran Service 
Book 677), “Behold a Host” (LSB 676) and “Lord, 
Thee I Love With All My Heart” (LSB 708)? 
 
Those great hymns do more, though, than lift our spir-
its. They boldly confess the reason for the hope that is 
in us (1 Pet. 3:15): the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, delivered to His people in Word and Sacrament 
for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. The peo-
ple in the pews do not cry simply because they miss 
their loved ones. They cry also for joy that they will see 
them again, that they are already united to them in 
Christ and that what He has done for them He will do 
also for those who now grieve for them. 
 
It is the custom at my congregation to observe 
a Totenfest on All Saints Day. A Totenfest (“celebration 
of the dead”) is a German Church tradition of remem-
bering those who have died in the faith. This has been 
done in different ways and at different times by Luther-
ans over the years. We do it at All Saints. The way we 
observe it is by inserting the following prayer at the end 
of the prayer of the Church. (I originally found this, 
years ago, in a Missouri Synod resource entitled 
“Proclaim” that I no longer have.)  
 
As the conclusion of the prayer the pastor says to the 
people: “I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Write: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth.’ 
‘Blessed indeed,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest 
from their labors, for their deeds follow them.’” Let us 
remember with thanksgiving those who have gone be-
fore us with the sign of faith, for they were redeemed 
by God. He gave them new life through His Son in Ho-
ly Baptism. He nourished them in the company of His 
people at His holy table. In His mercy and wisdom, He 
summoned them to His nearer presence so that they 
may rest in His blissful peace forever. 
 
To continue reading go to https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/
the-joy-of-weeping-at-all-saints/  

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/the-joy-of-weeping-at-all-saints/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/the-joy-of-weeping-at-all-saints/


by Tom Eggebrecht 
 
“What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits 
to me? I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and 
will call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup 
of salvation, and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of 
all His people, in the courts of the Lord’s house, in 
the midst of you, O Jerusalem.”   (LSB DS1 and DS2, 
drawn from Ps. 116) 
 
It was Thanksgiving Day, and my wife and I had no 
family in town. We were in the midst of a very busy 
time and didn’t plan ahead for a traditional meal. In 
search of Thanksgiving lunch, we headed out to look 
for an open restaurant. The only nearby place we 
could find with its lights on, though, was Steak ‘n 
Shake. 
 
“Why not?” we thought, and sat down for a burger 
and fries. 
 
I felt such immense gratitude (and a little guilt, too) 
toward the waitress who gave up her own Thanksgiv-
ing to take care of us that I left her a very generous 
tip when the meal was over. It was a small token of 
my deep thanks to her. 
 
“What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits 
to me?” 
 
We sing these words from Psalm 116 in church when 
we return thanks to God with our gifts and tithes. The 
psalm calls it “a sacrifice of thanksgiving,” but what 
does this mean? It’s impossible to thank God for all 
his benefits. Nonetheless, as Martin Luther indicates 
in his explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed, we offer up thanksgiving, praise, service and 
obedience. These things are but a tiny token of 
thanks for the benefits the Lord sacrificed his Son to 
give to us. Here are three benefits that Psalm 116 
mentions: 
 
1. His cup. In the Garden Jesus said: “My Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39). It was 
the Father’s will that Jesus drink of the cup of death. 
He spilled out His blood on the cross. By way of the 
Sacrament of the Altar his blood is given into your 
mouth to drink for the forgiveness of your sins. A 
cup of salvation, indeed! (See Psalm 116.) It’s won-
derfully impossible to give thanks to the Lord for this 
eternal benefit. But we thank, praise, serve and obey 

Jesus because his salvation flows over the brim into 
our empty cup. 
 
2. His name. Psalm 116 urges us to “call on the 
name of the Lord.” That isn’t difficult to do when His 
name has been stamped on your forehead in Holy 
Baptism: “I baptize you in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Wherever His 
name is, there He is. Now wherever you go, whatever 
you do, not only is His name upon you, but He is 
with you. Call upon His name, and He is right there 
to answer your prayer and to listen to your complaint. 
He is nearer than near to give you comfort and deliv-
er peace. It’s wonderfully impossible to give thanks 
to the Lord for this temporal benefit. But we thank, 
praise, serve and obey Jesus because He has given us 
his holy name. 
 
3. His people. When we come to the Lord’s house 
we are “in the presence of all his people…” (Psalm 
116:18). There is no such thing as solo Christianity. 
God always puts us together with His people. In the 
Old Testament, He took for Himself a people when 
he called Israel out of Egypt and led them into the 
Promised Land. Jesus called together a group of 
twelve individuals to learn together, lean on one an-
other and change the world with the Word of God — 
and then He sent them out to bring more people into 
the story. The benefits of being in the presence of 
God’s people today includes “mutual conversation 
and consolation.” God’s people speak the truth in 
love, lend helping hands, encourage each other in the 
faith and pray for any and every need that arises. It’s 
wonderfully impossible to give thanks to the Lord for 
this incarnational benefit. But we thank, praise, serve 
and obey Jesus because he has gifted us with his peo-
ple. 
 
“What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits 
to me?” 
 
It’s wonderfully impossible to thank the Lord fully 
and completely for all his benefits. But by God’s 
grace, we thank, praise, serve and obey him. What a 
wonderful way to celebrate Thanksgiving every day. 
 
Tom Eggebrecht is Senior Pastor of Ascension Lu-
theran Church in Casselberry, Florida, where he en-
joys preaching the salvation of Jesus, proclaiming 
His name and serving His people. Follow Tom’s per-
sonal blog at www.tomeggebrecht.com. 
 
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/the-wonderful-impossibility-of-giving-thanks/  

The Wonderful Impossibility of Giving 

http://www.tomeggebrecht.com/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/the-wonderful-impossibility-of-giving-thanks/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, 

for He is good! 

For His mercy endures forever. 

- 1 Chronicles 16:34 - 

Praising God who has given me my great family and also my church family, warms my heart and makes me 
want, by the power of the Spirit, to give Him my all. I love to sing praises to God. I look around and see the 
wonders of His creation: mountains, oceans, the beautiful fall colors, the flowers, bright pinks, greens, yellows, 
gold, purples and reds. The creator of such great beauty loves me so much that He sent His only begotten Son 
to die for my sins and the sins of all people. He left His heavenly home and willingly became a sacrificial 
Lamb, seen clearly by His death on the cross. 
 
Such love moves me to give to missions by way of my Mite Box. I also encourage my congregation to send in 
mite blessings so that the love of Jesus may be spread to others. As we approach Thanksgiving, let us make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord with our generous donations. 
 
By Angelina Jauregui 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
http://www.lwml.org/posts/weekly-article/oh-give-thanks-unto-the-lord-for-he-is-good  

Oh, Give Thanks unto the Lord for He is Good! 

Mite Boxes — How They Began 
Perhaps inspired by the various "cent" or "mite" societies of the early 1800s, the Woman's Mission to Woman 
(Baptist) urged members in its first circular letter in 1871 to use their new Mite Box to raise funds. The entire 
family was encouraged to contribute. The garnet-colored paper box had an opening on the top and the words, 
"Woman's Mission to Woman," in gold letters on the side. 
 

LWML Mite Boxes 
Over the years, many Lutheran Ladies Aid societies used a box to gather funds in support of local and synod 
ministries. Under the original 1928 Lutheran Women's Missionary Endeavor organizational plan, each woman 
in every congregation would receive a Mite Box if she participated in the Ladies Aid. Receipts from the 92 La-
dies Aid societies totaled $6651.31 in 1930.  
 
The Lutheran Women's Missionary League, formally recognized by the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 
1942, required by the newly adopted constitution and bylaws, that 25% of all missionary contributions be given 
to the national organization, shared from the districts.  
 
Throughout the decades, Lutheran women have stepped out in faith, setting goals and trusting God to move the 
hearts of His people to give generously to LWML to proclaim the Gospel.  

http://www.lwml.org/posts/weekly-article/oh-give-thanks-unto-the-lord-for-he-is-good


Faith Lutheran Preschool Board Registration Policy 
Priority Registration will be offered in the following order:   

1. First Monday in December - Members of Faith Lutheran Church and Currently Enrolled Families 
2. First Tuesday in December - Teachers and Staff of Faith Lutheran Church & Preschool  
3. Mid-December - Current year's Waiting List 
4. 2nd Monday in January- Open enrollment  
 

Faith Lutheran Member Tuition Discount 
Members of Faith Lutheran Church wishing to apply for Tuition Discount must meet certain eligibility 
requirements and complete an Active Member Covenant.  The necessary documents can be obtained in 
the Church office and should be submitted with Registration form and fees. 

 
Enrollment Age Revision 

Beginning August 2019 students must be at least eighteen months of age by August 15th in order to enroll 
at Faith Lutheran Preschool. 
 
Any questions and/or concerns regarding Preschool Registration guidelines and procedures should be 
addressed to the Preschool Board.   

For the month of October the FIA Kids put together a single rose arrangement with a scripture verse for 
the residents of Southbreeze.  The Lifestyle Coordinator, Linda Shropshire wrote, “The residents would 
like to thank you and the church for bringing them the beautiful roses.  The flowers put a huge smile 
on many faces. Thank you again.” 

For the month of November the FIA Kids made scarves to give to the needy.  A big THANK YOU to all the moms who came out to 
help with this project and to Janet Sellers for the Thrivent “seed money”. 



Kale Bradshaw 3-Nov 

Brandy Ferguson 3-Nov 

Lisa Redley 4-Nov 

Jessica Wynia 4-Nov 

James Goble 6-Nov 

Rob Harbin 6-Nov 

Marcy McConnell 6-Nov 

Natalie Hagedorn 8-Nov 

Caleb Lightsey 8-Nov 

Cindy Nevill 11-Nov 

Bick Hall 13-Nov 

LeeAnne Holliday 14-Nov 

Bob Mueller 14-Nov 

Andy Ferguson 15-Nov 

Angie Goble 19-Nov 

Jed Patterson 21-Nov 

Patrick Cox 22-Nov 

Ed Starr 22-Nov 

Jon Bauer 23-Nov 

Alan Hooper 25-Nov 

Phil Raby 25-Nov 

Susan Oden 29-Nov 

Danny & Maggie Rutan 1-Nov 

Mark & Jennifer Broaddus 4-Nov 

Everett & Sharon Charlton 9-Nov 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nov 3  Daylight Saving Time Ends,  

 Clocks Fall Back 

Nov 25 - 29 Thanksgiving Break 

 FLP Closed  

Nov 27 Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Nov 27 - 29 Church Office Closed 

Dec 6 Collierville Christmas Parade 

Give Graciously. Give Globally.  

On Giving Tuesday, December 3 — a day set 
aside for calling people around the world to 
make a difference through charitable giving 
— you can make a gift to the LCMS Global 
Mission Fund that will have an impact felt 
worldwide. Gifts are used exclusively to sup-
port the church’s Witness, Mercy and Life 
Together efforts wherever the opportunities 
are greatest to witness to God’s Word and 
share the mercy of Christ. 

Go to https://www.lcms.org/give/givingtuesday  

https://www.lcms.org/give/givingtuesday


27 
8:15am Traditional Srvc 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
12pm FIA Kids 
1:30pm Futsal 
Reformation Sunday 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

28 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

29 
7am FLP 

30 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible Study 
7pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal 

31 
7am FLP 
Reformation Day 

1 
7am FLP 

2 
8:30am Work 
Day 
11am First Re-
sponders Ap-
preciation Meal 

3 
All Saint's Sunday 
8:15am Traditional 
Srvc 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

4 
7am FLP 
9:45am Mom's 
Bible Study 
6:30pm Wom-
en's Bible Study 

5 
7am FLP 
6:30pm Council 
Meeting 

6 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehears-
al 

7 
7am FLP 
6pm Tradition-
al Choir Re-
hearsal 

8 
7am FLP 

9 

10 
8:15am Traditional 
Srvc 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
1pm Christmas Play 
Rehearsal 
5pm Confirmation 
7pm Sr High Youth 

11 
7am FLP 
9:45am Mom's 
Bible Study 

12 
7am FLP 
6pm Trivia 
Night @ 
BooyaS 
6:30pm Elder 
Meeting 

13 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehears-
al 

14 
7am FLP 
6pm Tradition-
al Choir Re-
hearsal 

15 
7am FLP 

16 
8am Men of 
Faith 
9am Quilters 
10am FIA Kids 
6:30pm Annual 
Trivia Night 

17 
8:15am Traditional 
Srvc 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
1pm Christmas Play 
Rehearsal 
5pm Confirmation 

18 
7am FLP 
9:45am Mom's 
Bible Study 
10am FLP Prac-
tice 

19 
7am FLP 
10am FLP Prac-
tice 
5:30pm Ladies 
Dinner and a 
Movie 

20 
7am FLP 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
12:30pm FLP 
Board Mtg 
6pm Ladies 
Craft Night 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehears-
al 

21 
7am FLP 
6pm Tradition-
al Choir Re-
hearsal 

22 
7am FLP 

23 

24 
8:15am Traditional 
Srvc 
9:40am Sunday School 
11am Hope Worship 
12pm Christmas Deco-
rating 
1pm Christmas Play 
Rehearsal 
7pm Sr High Youth 

25 
8am FLP In-
service 
9:45am Mom's 
Bible Study 

26 
FLP Thanksgiv-
ing Break 
6pm Trivia 
Night @ 
BooyaS 

27 
FLP Thanksgiv-
ing Break 
Church Office 
Closed 
10:30am Bible 
Study 
6:30pm 
Thanksgiving 
Eve Service 
7pm Praise 
Team Rehears-
al 

28 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
FLP Thanksgiv-
ing Break 
Church Office 
Closed 
  

29 
FLP Thanksgiv-
ing Break 
Church Office 
Closed 

30 
9am Quilters 



 

The Mission of Faith Lutheran Church is:  
 

  Embracing Our Community –  
  Connecting as Christ's Family 

 
Just as Jesus spent time embracing His community with His care, the people of Faith believe we 
are strategically placed to reach out and share His Good News with our community.  Our goal is 
to advance the Gospel and make Christ’s love known to all.  Living the Gospel.  Proclaiming the 
Gospel.  Advancing the Gospel.  Through Christ’s love at Faith Lutheran, friends become family. 

Rev. Rob Harbin,  Senior Pastor, Pastor.flc@comcast.net 
 
Rev. Clayton Sellers, Associate Pastor, pastorclayton@faithcollierville.com 
 
Jenny Whitely, Worship Leader & Missional Minister, flcmusic.jenny@faithcollierville.com 
 
Dina Foshee, Preschool Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 
 
Ann Lipe, Preschool Associate Director, flpfaithcollierville@gmail.com 
 
Christine Acomb, Church Office Manager , office@faithcollierville.com 
 
Lisa Blair, Accounts Payable & Receivable (Mon & Thurs), finance.flc@comcast.net 
 
Mark Scott, Church Council President 
 
Bruce Acomb, Head Elder 
 
Alan Lang, Treasurer 
 
Ardith Morgan, Property Trustee 
 
Announcements and/or Articles for Happenings or Newsletter, please email 
 office@faithcollierville.com 
 
507 New Byhalia Road, Collierville TN 38017 
  
Church Office:  901-853-4673   Preschool:  901-853-0050 
 
Church Office Hours:    
 Monday–Thursday  9:00AM – 3:00PM  Friday  9:00AM - 12:00PM 

 
Website:  Faithcollierville.com 
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